
the prodigal god study guide
The Prodigal God Study Guide: Exploring Grace, Redemption, and Divine Love

the prodigal god study guide serves as an invaluable resource for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of one of the most profound parables in the Christian tradition. Rooted in the teachings
of Timothy Keller’s acclaimed book, "The Prodigal God," this study guide invites readers and small
groups alike to explore the parable of the prodigal son with fresh eyes, uncovering layers of meaning
that challenge conventional interpretations. Whether you are leading a Bible study group, engaging in
personal reflection, or simply curious about the theological insights behind this story, this guide offers
a structured yet conversational approach to grasping the themes of grace, repentance, and God’s
relentless love.

Understanding the Core Message of The Prodigal God
Study Guide

At its heart, the prodigal god study guide helps readers navigate the parable beyond the traditional
focus on the wayward younger son. Timothy Keller’s interpretation pivots the spotlight onto the
father’s radical grace, illustrating how God’s love extends to all, including those who appear self-
righteous or distant. This fresh perspective encourages believers to see themselves in both the
younger and older sons, fostering a more nuanced understanding of sin, pride, and forgiveness.

The Parable Revisited: More Than Just a Story of a Lost Son

Most people are familiar with the story of the prodigal son as a tale of a young man who squanders
his inheritance but finds forgiveness upon returning home. However, the prodigal god study guide
challenges this surface reading by emphasizing two key figures: the rebellious younger son and the
resentful older son. The guide prompts readers to reflect on questions such as:

- How does the older son’s attitude reflect a different kind of lostness?
- In what ways does the father’s response embody divine grace beyond human expectations?
- How might this story speak to contemporary struggles with pride and self-righteousness?

By engaging with these questions, the study guide helps participants move beyond a simplistic moral
lesson to a more transformative encounter with the gospel.

Structure and Features of the Prodigal God Study
Guide

One of the strengths of the prodigal god study guide is its thoughtful organization, designed to
facilitate meaningful discussion and personal growth. Typically broken down into multiple sessions,
each segment focuses on a specific aspect of the parable and its theological implications.



Session Breakdown and Themes

The guide is often divided into four to six sessions, each with a clear focus:

1. **The Younger Son: The Danger of Self-Destruction**
Exploring themes of rebellion, freedom, and the consequences of turning away from God.

2. **The Older Son: The Danger of Self-Righteousness**
Examining how complacency and judgment can create barriers to experiencing grace.

3. **The Father: The Heart of God’s Grace**
Unpacking the radical, unconditional love that refuses to give up on anyone.

4. **The Prodigal God in Our Lives**
Encouraging self-examination and application of the parable’s lessons to daily living.

Each session includes scripture readings, reflection questions, and practical application points. This
approach ensures that participants not only learn intellectually but also wrestle personally with the
message.

Engaging Discussion Questions to Deepen Insight

A hallmark of the prodigal god study guide is its thoughtful, open-ended questions that invite honest
conversation. For example:

- What parts of the parable resonate most with your own life experience?
- Can you identify moments when you’ve acted like the older son or the younger son?
- How does this story challenge your understanding of God’s grace?

These questions serve as catalysts for vulnerability and authenticity, making the study guide a
powerful tool for community building and spiritual growth.

Why Use a Study Guide for The Prodigal God?

While Timothy Keller’s book is rich and insightful on its own, a study guide complements the reading
by offering structure and focus. It helps readers break down complex theological ideas into digestible
parts and provides space for reflection and dialogue. Additionally, the study guide often includes
background information on the cultural and historical context of the parable, enriching readers’
comprehension.

Benefits for Small Groups and Individuals

For small groups, the prodigal god study guide fosters a shared journey of discovery. It encourages
participants to listen deeply to one another’s perspectives and experiences, building empathy and



mutual support. For individual readers, it offers a roadmap to engage more thoroughly with the text,
preventing passive reading and encouraging active learning.

Incorporating Multimedia and Supplementary Resources

Many versions of the prodigal god study guide incorporate videos, sermon excerpts, and interactive
online content. These resources can bring the parable to life and provide fresh angles on familiar
themes. Group leaders are encouraged to use these tools to spark discussion and cater to diverse
learning styles.

Tips for Leading a Successful Study Using The Prodigal
God Study Guide

Leading a study based on the prodigal god study guide requires sensitivity, openness, and a
willingness to facilitate honest conversations. Here are some practical tips:

- **Create a Safe Space:** Encourage confidentiality and respect so participants feel comfortable
sharing personal reflections.
- **Encourage Diverse Perspectives:** Invite participants to share how the parable speaks to their
unique backgrounds and experiences.
- **Pace the Study Thoughtfully:** Avoid rushing through sessions; allow time for prayerful reflection
and discussion.
- **Use Real-Life Applications:** Challenge the group to consider how the message of the prodigal god
impacts relationships, community, and personal faith.
- **Prepare Flexibly:** While the guide provides structure, be open to following the Spirit’s leading and
adapting the study to the group’s needs.

These strategies can transform a simple Bible study into a profound encounter with God’s grace.

Exploring Theological Themes in The Prodigal God
Study Guide

Beyond the narrative itself, the prodigal god study guide invites exploration of broader theological
concepts that enrich Christian faith.

Grace as Unconditional and Transformative

One of the most compelling insights from the study is the nature of grace as unconditional—offered
not because we deserve it but because God’s love is relentless. This challenges common assumptions
about earning favor and highlights the transformative power of being accepted as we are.



The Danger of Self-Righteousness

The guide shines a light on the older son’s bitterness, revealing how self-righteousness can be as
spiritually damaging as blatant rebellion. This theme encourages humility and compassion, reminding
believers that everyone is in need of grace.

God’s Pursuit of the Lost

Finally, the study guide emphasizes that God actively pursues all people, regardless of their life
choices or attitudes. This pursuit is not passive but involves invitation, patience, and celebration upon
repentance.

Integrating The Prodigal God Study Guide into Your
Faith Journey

Whether you’re a pastor looking for a fresh sermon series, a small group leader seeking enriching
material, or simply a curious reader, the prodigal god study guide offers a roadmap to encounter
God’s love anew. By diving into the parable with intentionality, you’ll discover a narrative that speaks
powerfully into personal struggles, communal challenges, and the universal human condition.

Engaging with this study guide is more than an intellectual exercise; it’s an invitation to experience
the prodigal God’s grace in a way that transforms hearts and communities alike. As you explore the
parable’s depths, you may find yourself challenged, comforted, and ultimately drawn closer to the
heart of God’s redemptive story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Prodigal God Study Guide' about?
The Prodigal God Study Guide is a resource designed to accompany the book 'The Prodigal God' by
Timothy Keller, helping readers explore the parable of the prodigal son and its deeper spiritual
meanings.

Who is the intended audience for 'The Prodigal God Study
Guide'?
The study guide is intended for individuals, small groups, church study classes, and anyone interested
in deepening their understanding of grace, repentance, and the gospel through the parable of the
prodigal son.



How is 'The Prodigal God Study Guide' structured?
The guide is typically structured into weekly sessions or chapters, each focusing on different aspects
of the parable, including reflection questions, discussion prompts, and practical applications.

What are key themes explored in 'The Prodigal God Study
Guide'?
Key themes include grace, forgiveness, repentance, the nature of God’s love, the identity of the two
sons in the parable, and what it means to be lost and found.

Can 'The Prodigal God Study Guide' be used for personal
study?
Yes, the study guide is designed to be flexible for both personal reflection and group discussions,
providing questions and insights suitable for individual study.

Does the study guide include background information on the
parable?
Yes, it often includes historical and cultural context about the parable of the prodigal son to help
readers better understand the story's significance.

Where can I find 'The Prodigal God Study Guide'?
The study guide can be found on various online bookstores, church websites, and sometimes as a
downloadable PDF from the publisher or ministry websites associated with Timothy Keller.

How long does it typically take to complete 'The Prodigal God
Study Guide'?
Depending on the pace of study and group discussions, it usually takes about 6 to 8 weeks to
complete the entire study guide.

Additional Resources
The Prodigal God Study Guide: An Analytical Review

the prodigal god study guide serves as an essential companion for readers and study groups
exploring Timothy Keller’s influential book, *The Prodigal God*. This guide is designed to deepen
understanding of the theological insights and cultural reflections Keller presents, offering structured
discussion points, critical questions, and practical applications to enrich the reader's engagement with
the text. In the landscape of Christian literature and study resources, it stands out by facilitating a
nuanced exploration of the parable of the prodigal son, challenging conventional interpretations and
prompting profound spiritual reflection.



Comprehensive Overview of The Prodigal God Study
Guide

The Prodigal God Study Guide systematically unpacks Keller’s reinterpretation of the biblical parable
found in Luke 15. Unlike traditional readings that focus primarily on the wayward younger son,
Keller’s approach shifts attention to the often-overlooked elder son, positioning him as a symbol of
self-righteousness and spiritual blindness. This fresh perspective is a central theme throughout the
study guide, which encourages readers to examine both sons’ roles to better understand the nature
of grace, repentance, and God’s unconditional love.

This study guide is tailored for small group discussions, sermon preparation, or individual reflection. It
typically includes chapter summaries, reflective questions, and suggested activities, making it
accessible to a wide audience regardless of their prior theological background. The guide’s structure
supports an incremental comprehension of the material, allowing participants to digest complex
theological concepts in manageable segments.

Key Features and Structure

One of the notable features of the prodigal god study guide is its balanced combination of theological
depth and practical application. Each section is organized to first clarify Keller’s main arguments and
then to challenge readers with probing questions that stimulate introspection and dialogue. For
example, questions often ask participants to consider their own experiences through the lens of the
prodigal son and elder son, fostering a personalized connection to the text.

Additionally, the study guide often includes:

Contextual background on the parable and its historical-cultural setting

Explanations of theological terms and concepts used in the book

Comparisons between traditional and Keller’s interpretations of the story

Suggestions for prayer, meditation, or further reading

These components enhance the educational value of the guide, enabling a richer, more engaged
study process.

Analyzing Theological Themes in The Prodigal God
Study Guide

At its core, the prodigal god study guide facilitates a deep dive into the themes of grace, judgment,
and redemption. Keller’s thesis posits that both sons are “prodigal” in different ways: the younger son



through reckless rebellion and the elder son through self-righteousness. This duality challenges
readers to reassess preconceived notions about sin and salvation.

Grace Beyond Cultural Expectations

One of the more thought-provoking aspects highlighted by the study guide is Keller’s critique of
cultural attitudes towards grace. Rather than seeing grace as a reward for moral behavior or religious
adherence, Keller presents it as an unearned gift that disrupts social and spiritual hierarchies. The
study guide prompts users to reflect on how this understanding contrasts sharply with merit-based or
performance-driven religious frameworks, encouraging a more inclusive and humble approach to
faith.

Self-Righteousness and Spiritual Blindness

The guide places significant emphasis on the elder son’s character, a figure often neglected in
traditional sermons. By drawing attention to the elder son’s resentment and refusal to celebrate his
brother’s return, Keller highlights the dangers of spiritual pride. The study guide encourages
participants to examine their own potential for “elder son” attitudes, fostering awareness of how self-
justification can hinder genuine relationship with God and others.

Practical Applications and Group Dynamics

Beyond theological exploration, the prodigal god study guide is praised for its practical utility in group
settings. Its design fosters open, honest conversations among participants, making it a valuable tool
for church groups, Bible studies, or academic settings focused on religious studies.

Facilitating Meaningful Dialogue

The guide’s structured questions are crafted to elicit a range of responses, from personal testimonies
to critical reflections on scripture and doctrine. This approach encourages participants to listen
empathetically and engage respectfully with differing viewpoints, which is essential for productive
group study.

Integrating Personal Reflection with Communal Learning

Another strength of the study guide is its balance between individual and collective learning. While
group discussions are central, the guide also includes prompts for personal journaling and prayer,
enabling users to internalize lessons and track spiritual growth over time. This dual focus supports
holistic learning experiences that cater to diverse spiritual needs.



Comparing The Prodigal God Study Guide to Other
Study Resources

In comparison to other Bible study materials, the prodigal god study guide stands out for its
integration of cultural analysis with biblical exegesis. Many study guides focus narrowly on scriptural
text, whereas this guide situates the parable within broader societal and psychological contexts. This
approach appeals particularly to readers interested in how ancient texts resonate in contemporary
life.

While some Bible study guides offer exhaustive verse-by-verse commentary, the prodigal god study
guide opts for thematic exploration, which may be more accessible for casual readers or those new to
theological study. However, for users seeking in-depth academic analysis, supplementary resources
may be necessary.

Pros and Cons at a Glance

Pros: Accessible language, thought-provoking questions, balanced theological and practical
content, suitable for diverse audiences

Cons: May lack detailed exegetical depth for scholarly study, some readers might find the focus
on the elder son challenging to reconcile with traditional teachings

SEO Considerations and Keyword Integration

In discussing the prodigal god study guide, relevant LSI keywords such as "Timothy Keller study
guide," "the prodigal son interpretation," "Christian small group study," "biblical parable study," and
"grace and repentance in the Bible" naturally arise. Integrating these phrases enhances search engine
visibility while maintaining a natural flow in the article.

For instance, highlighting how the study guide supports small group discussions and individual Bible
study helps target audiences searching for collaborative faith resources. Similarly, referencing Keller’s
unique interpretation of the prodigal son parable aligns with queries related to theological
perspectives on grace and redemption.

The article’s structure, with clear headings, varied sentence lengths, and detailed content, further
contributes to SEO effectiveness without sacrificing readability or professional tone.

Exploring the prodigal god study guide reveals a resource that is as intellectually stimulating as it is
spiritually nourishing. It challenges readers to reconsider familiar biblical narratives and confronts
them with the radical nature of God’s grace. Whether used in a group setting or for personal growth,
this guide opens pathways to profound understanding and transformation.
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Find other PDF articles:
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  the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2009-09-13 Two sons, one who kept the rules religiously and one who broke them all. One Father
who loved both lost sons beyond anything they could imagine. Discover how deep and far God's
grace goes in The Prodigal God The Prodigal God discussion guide will help you uncover,
personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and book. In six
captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller opens your eyes
to the powerful message of Jesus' best-known—and least understood—parable. The Prodigal God is a
revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every kind. Taking you
beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights from each
of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the
Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group discussion
and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus' parable in
your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely. Whether
you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see Christianity in a
whole new way. Session titles include the following: The Parable The People Around Jesus The Two
Lost Sons The Elder Brother The True Elder Brother The Feast of the Father Designed for use with
The Prodigal God DVD and book.
  the prodigal god study guide: The Reason for God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2013-02-05 This discussion guide will help you learn how to dialogue with those who share common
doubts and objections to Christianity. In the video sessions (DVD/digital video sold separately),
Timothy Keller and six panelists hold candid and unscripted discussions about the broad scope of
people's discomforts with God, the Bible, and Christianity in general: Discussion 1: Is the Bible a
myth? Has science disproved Christianity? Discussion 2: Is there only one way to God? Are other
religions as valid? Discussion 3: Clashes with Christian morality and ethics – why are there so many
rules? Discussion 4: Why would God allow suffering and evil. Discussion 5: Injustice and hypocrisy in
the church. Discussion 6: Objections to God's wrath and judgement. The Reason for God small group
discussion guide can be used individually or in a group setting by anyone engaging with friends who
don't share his or her beliefs. For each discussion, the study guide includes: An opening thought on
the topic. A summary of the objection to the topic. Related Bible verses. Space for notetaking.
Questions for group discussion. In his New York Times bestselling book, The Reason for God,
Timothy Keller established himself as a modern-day C. S. Lewis who brings together faith and
intellect, theology and popular culture, modern-day objections and historic Christian beliefs. Using
literature, philosophy, and Scripture, Keller explores the truth and challenge of Christianity in this
six-session small group conversation starter. You and your group will be challenged to wrestle with
your friends' and neighbors' hardest questions and engage those questions in ways that will spark
honest, enriching, and humbling dialogue. Designed for use with Reason for God Video Study (sold
separately).
  the prodigal god study guide: The Meaning of Marriage Study Guide Timothy Keller,
Kathy Keller, 2015-09-29 Timothy and Kathy Keller will show you a portrait of marriage as it's meant
to be according to the Bible...by first throwing out most of what we've been taught about love.
Modern culture would have you believe that everyone has a soul mate; that romance is the most
important part of a successful marriage; that marriage does not mean 'til death do us part, but
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merely for as long as my needs are being met; and that when serious differences arise, divorce is the
best solution. But all of these modern-day assumptions miss what marriage is really about. In this
six-session video-based Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately), Timothy Keller, along with
Kathy, his wife of forty years, draws a profound portrait of marriage from the pages of Scripture that
neither idealizes nor rejects the institution but points us back to the relationship between God and
man. The result is a vision for marriage that is refreshingly frank and unsentimental, yet hopeful and
beautiful. This study is for anyone from singles to couples considering marriage to those who have
been married for any length of time. Sessions include: Service: Marriage Isn't about You Covenant:
Created to Make Promises Roles: Loving through Mutual Submission Singleness: Strengthening the
Spiritual Family Sex: The Act of Covenant Renewal Hope: Seeing the Great Horizon Designed for use
with The Meaning of Marriage Video Study (sold separately).
  the prodigal god study guide: Jesus the King Study Guide Timothy Keller, 2015-02-23 In this
9-session Bible study guide, Timothy Keller will help you and your group discover the most
influential man to ever walk the earth… Jesus. His story has been told in hundreds of different ways
for thousands of years. What more can be said about this man? Timothy Keller will help you and your
group to unlock new insights into the life of Jesus Christ as he explores how Jesus came as a king,
but a king who had to bear the greatest burden anyone ever has. Jesus the King Study Guide helps
you discover the life of Christ as told in the Gospel of Mark. Keller shows how the story of Jesus is at
once cosmic, historical, and personal, calling each of us to look anew at our relationship with God. It
is an unforgettable study of Jesus Christ, and one that will leave an indelible imprint on your group's
journey through the Gospel of Mark.
  the prodigal god study guide: Gospel in Life Study Guide Timothy Keller, 2013-02-05 Join
bestselling author and pastor Timothy Keller in an eight-week video Bible study on the gospel and
how to live it out in all aspects of life--from your community to the world at large. The Gospel in Life
study (DVD sold separately) begins with the city, your home now, the world that is. The final week
closes with the theme of the eternal city, your heavenly home, the world that is to come. Throughout
this eight-week ascent--from earthly work to the final revelation of grace--you'll learn how the gospel
can change your heart, your community, and how you can live as a disciple of Jesus Christ in this
world, right now, even as you look forward to the promise we have in him. Including discussion
questions, reflections on Scripture, and commitment prayers, The Gospel in Life study guide is
designed to help you and your group engage with and discuss the topics presented on the Gospel in
Life DVD. Sessions Include: City - The World That Is Heart - Three Ways to Live Idolatry - The Sin
Beneath Community - The Context for Change Witness - An Alternate City Work - Cultivating the
Garden Justice - A People for Others Eternity - The World That Is To Come Discover how grace really
does change everything. Designed for use with the Gospel in Life Video Study (sold separately).
  the prodigal god study guide: Center Church Timothy Keller, 2012-09-04 Practical and
Gospel-centered thoughts on how to have a fruitful ministry by one of America's leading and most
beloved pastor. Many church leaders are struggling to adapt to a culture that values individuality
above loyalty to a group or institution. There have been so many church growth and effective
ministry books in the past few decades that it's hard to know where to start or which ones will
provide useful and honest insight. Based on over twenty years of ministry in New York City, Timothy
Keller takes a unique approach that measures a ministry's success neither by numbers nor purely by
the faithfulness of its leaders, but on the biblical grounds of fruitfulness. Center Church outlines a
balanced theological vision for ministry organized around three core commitments: Gospel-centered:
The gospel of grace in Jesus Christ changes everything, from our hearts to our community to the
world. It completely reshapes the content, tone, and strategy of all that we do. City-centered: With a
positive approach toward our culture, we learn to affirm that cities are wonderful, strategic, and
under-served places for gospel ministry. Movement-centered: Instead of building our own tribe, we
seek the prosperity and peace of our community as we are led by the Holy Spirit. Between a pastor's
doctrinal beliefs and ministry practices should be a well-conceived vision for how to bring the gospel
to bear on the particular cultural setting and historical moment. This is something more practical



than just doctrine but much more theological than how-to steps for carrying out a ministry. Once this
vision is in place, it leads church leaders to make good decisions on how to worship, disciple,
evangelize, serve, and engage culture in their field of ministry—whether in a city, suburb, or small
town. — Tim Keller, Core Church
  the prodigal god study guide: Shaped by the Gospel Timothy Keller, 2016-03-15 It is easy to
assume that if we understand the gospel and preach it faithfully, our ministry will necessarily be
shaped by it—but this is not true. Many churches claim to be gospel-centered but do not have a
ministry that is shaped by, centered on, and empowered through the gospel. The implications of the
gospel have not yet worked their way into the fabric of how that church does ministry.
Gospel-centered ministry is more theologically driven than program driven. To pursue it, we must
spend time reflecting on the essence, the truths, and the very patterns of the gospel itself. The
gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely—a third way of relating to God
through grace. In Shaped by the Gospel, bestselling author and pastor Timothy Keller addresses
several current discussion and conflicts about the nature of the gospel and shows how faithful
preaching of the gospel leads to individual and corporate renewal. This new edition contains the first
section of Center Church in an easy-to-read format with new reflections and additional essays from
Timothy Keller and several other contributors.
  the prodigal god study guide: Summary of The Prodigal God – [Review Keypoints and
Take-aways] PenZen Summaries, 2022-11-27 The summary of The Prodigal God – Recovering the
Heart of the Christian Faith presented here include a short review of the book at the start followed
by quick overview of main points and a list of important take-aways at the end of the summary. The
Summary of The parable of the prodigal son is retold in The Prodigal God , which offers a fresh
perspective on the age-old story. In the story, rather than focusing on the reckless disobedience of
the younger son, the emphasis is placed on the obedient older brother who commits sin by obeying
the rules for the wrong reasons. It reveals to us that we all have these problematic tendencies to be
righteous and superior, but that is not what the Christian faith is really about. [C]hristianity is not
about being righteous and superior. The Prodigal God summary includes the key points and
important takeaways from the book The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller. Disclaimer: 1. This
summary is meant to preview and not to substitute the original book. 2. We recommend, for in-depth
study purchase the excellent original book. 3. In this summary key points are rewritten and
recreated and no part/text is directly taken or copied from original book. 4. If original
author/publisher wants us to remove this summary, please contact us at support@mocktime.com.
  the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal Son Bible Study Guide John F. MacArthur,
2016-10-04 Two thousand years ago, Jesus told a simple story about a father and his two sons. This
tale stands out because it is a story about each of us and our struggle with sin. Whether we identify
with the rebellion of the younger son or the self-righteousness of the older brother, we all are in
need of our Father’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness. In this five-session video-based Bible study
(DVD/digital video sold separately), pastor and bestselling author John MacArthur provides
fascinating new insights into this parable as he takes you step-by-step through each part of the tale.
You will explore not only the shocking actions of the younger son in his rebellion but also the
coldhearted attitude of the older brother toward his family. You will find a reflection of yourself in
each of these two sons—and come to understand, in a fresh and new way, what God does to find you
where you are and bring you back to Him. The Prodigal Son Study Guide includes video discussion
questions, Bible exploration, and personal study and reflection materials for in-between sessions.
Sessions include: Parables: Unveiling God's Truth through Stories Repentance: Facing the Agony of
Being Lost Forgiveness: Experiencing Our Father's Love Pretense: Looking Good Isn't Good Enough
Grace: Receiving Our Most Amazing Gift Designed for use with The Prodigal Son Video Study
9780310081258 (sold separately).
  the prodigal god study guide: Gospel Renewal Timothy Keller, 2013-09-03 It is quite easy to
assume that if we understand the gospel accurately and preach it faithfully, our ministry will
necessarily be shaped by it—but this is not true. Many churches subscribe to gospel doctrines but do



not have a ministry that is shaped by, centered on, and empowered through the gospel. Its
implications have not yet worked their way into the fabric of how the church actually does ministry.
These churches’ theological vision has likely arisen from something other than sustained reflection
on the gospel. Gospel-centered ministry is more theologically driven than program driven. To pursue
it, we must spend time reflecting on the essence, the truths, and the very patterns of the gospel
itself. This eBook contains the second part of Center Church, “Gospel Renewal.”In it, Keller reflects
on the history and patterns of revival—how individual and corporate gospel renewal occurs—and
what happens as a result.
  the prodigal god study guide: Reaching for the Invisible God Study Guide Philip Yancey,
2009-12-15 How do I relate to a God who is invisible when I’m never quite sure he’s there?--Philip
Yancey Life with God doesn’t always work like we thought. High expectations slam against the
reality of personal weaknesses and unwelcome surprises. And the God who we’ve been told longs for
our company may seem remote, emotionally unavailable. Is God playing games? What can we count
on him for? This relationship with a God we can’t see, hear, or touch--how does it really work? The
Reaching for the Invisible God Study Guide gives you a path in your personal quest for answers.
Dovetailing with Philip Yancey’s book Reaching for the Invisible God, the twelve sessions are your
opportunity to journey toward insights that affirm and dignify your most pressing questions--even
the ones you may have found it hard to ask. Get ready to experience the challenges and rewards of
relating to God as he is, not as you’ve thought he is. Yancey shifts your focus from questions to the
One who offers himself in answer: the God who invites you to reach for him--and find. Includes: *
Bible readings * Discussion questions * Personal reflections and applications * Tips for group leaders
* Summary excerpts from Reaching for the Invisible God
  the prodigal god study guide: The Meaning of Marriage Bible Study Guide plus
Streaming Video, Updated Edition Timothy Keller, Kathy Keller, 2025-08-19 Discover how
marriage reflects Jesus' love, grace, and power in life. Timothy Keller's The Meaning of Marriage
draws a profound portrait of marriage that neither idealizes nor rejects the institution but points us
to the relationship between God and mankind. The result is a vision for marriage that is refreshingly
frank and unsentimental—yet hopeful, beautiful, and relevant for thoughtful believers and
nonbelievers alike. In this six-session video study, Timothy Keller and his wife Kathy discuss
practical wisdom for marriages. This teachings are for anyone from singles, to couples considering
marriage, to those who are newly married or who have been married for a long time. This study
guide includes: Individual access to six streaming video sessions Group discussion questions
Personal/couples study for deeper reflection between sessions Marriage plan exercises Notes for
group leaders Streaming video access included. Access code subject to expiration after 12/31/2030.
Code may be redeemed only by the recipient of this package. Code may not be transferred or sold
separately from this package. Internet connection required. Eligible only on retail purchases inside
the United States. Void where prohibited, taxed, or restricted by law. Additional offer details inside.
  the prodigal god study guide: Tell Your Catholic Friend Leonardo De Chirico, 2025-05-20 We
all have Catholic friends. The question is: Are we sharing the gospel with them? If we are, how are
we doing it? The Roman Catholic Church is the largest religious institution in the world with approx.
1.3 billion Catholics world-wide. Although Roman Catholicism seems to be a single unified belief
system, not all Catholics believe the same things or act in the same way. Regardless, all Roman
Catholics feel connected to their church's traditions and rituals. Unfortunately, the church of Rome
does not hold the Bible as the highest authority or teach that salvation comes by faith alone. Many
Catholics might be baptized but may not be true believers according to the Bible. Therefore, when
we talk about Jesus and the gospel with our Catholic friends, it's crucial to understand their beliefs
and the key issues involved. The book will give answers to the following questions: Is Roman
Catholicism yet another denomination? Are Catholics born again? What gospel narratives and tips
can be used to share the gospel with Catholics? What are the FAQs in our gospel conversations? Tell
Your Catholic Friends will help you understand both Roman Catholicism and your Roman Catholic
friends better, encouraging you to share the gospel with them, and empowering you to do so in a



faithful, loving and appealing way.
  the prodigal god study guide: Changing Natures - Study Guide ,
  the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2009-07 In this six-session
small group Bible study, pastor and bestselling author Timothy Keller uses one of Jesus' best-loved
parables - the Prodigal Son - to illustrate the depth of God's love and how his grace extends into
some very unexpected places. Taking you beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son,
Keller helps you glean insights from each of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger
son, the moralistic elder son, and the Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll
explore questions for group discussion and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you
experience the truths of Jesus' parable in your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion,
but something else entirely. Whether you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will
challenge you to see Christianity in a whole new way. This Prodigal God Discussion Guide will help
you uncover, personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and book. In
six captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller opens your
eyes to the powerful message of Jesus' best known--and least understood--parable. The Prodigal God
is a revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every kind. This
Discussion Guide is designed for use together with The Prodigal God DVD and book (both sold
separately). Includes discussion questions for groups and individuals, suggested resources for
further reading, Scripture references, helpful notes for leaders, and much more. When used together
with the DVD this study provides users with practical tools that transform their faith. Session
include: 1. The Parable The People Around Jesus 2. The Two Lost Sons 3. The Elder Brother 4. The
True Elder Brother 5. The Feast of the Father
  the prodigal god study guide: Twelve Ordinary Men Workbook, Revised and Updated
John F. MacArthur, 2025-06-10 If Jesus Used These Men . . . He Can Also Use You They weren't
saints. They weren't scholars. They weren't even religious sages. What is most amazing about the
disciples is that Jesus ever selected them at all. Among them, a handful of common fishermen, a
hated tax collector, and an impulsive political zealot. The Twelve Ordinary Men Workbook brings
you face-to-face with the disciples as you've never seen them. You'll put yourself in their shoes. You'll
understand their doubts and hopes. And you'll hear the power of Jesus' words in a whole new way.
The message is clear. If Christ can accomplish His purposes through the lives of common men like
these, imagine what He has in store for you! Based on John MacArthur's bestselling book of the
same name, this revised and updated edition of the workbook includes biblical studies of each
disciple, thought-provoking questions, and life application assignments. Lessons include: The Men
Jesus Called: Outstandingly Ordinary Peter: The Unlikely Leader Andrew: The Apostle of Small
Things James: The Apostle of Passion John: The Apostle of Love Philip: The Bean Counter Nathanael:
The Guileless One Matthew and Thomas: The Tax Collector and the Twin James (the Less), Simon
(the Zealot), and Judas (not Iscariot): The Not-So-Well-Known Trio Judas: The Traitor
  the prodigal god study guide: Is Hell for Real or Does Everyone Go To Heaven? Zondervan,,
2011-08-02 Both outside and inside of the church, many people today are increasingly
uncomfortable with hell. They wonder: How could it be fair to punish anyone for eternity? Will Jesus
really condemn millions simply for not believing the right things about him? Isn’t God a God of love,
not vengeance? The top-notch contributors to Is Hell for Real or Does Everyone Go to Heaven?
tackle these and other questions with an even-handed survey of the Bible’s teaching on this difficult
subject. Together, they present a careful case for upholding hell, showing that it remains central to a
right understanding of God, the gospel, humanity, and God’s purposes for the world. Useful for
group discussion or individual study, Is Hell for Real or Does Everyone Go to Heaven? provides an
accessible introduction to the historic Christian doctrine of hell.
  the prodigal god study guide: Breaking Hell's Economy Study Guide Rick Renner, Joseph Z,
2023-08-01 You Can Thrive in God's Supernatural Economy Joseph Z and Rick Renner sat down to
discuss God’s plan to use the Church and obedient believers to break hell’s economy in these last
days. Hell’s economy is represented in every world system where the dark god of this world has



ruled, but God wants to use the Church — and He wants to use YOU — to break the devil’s grip on
the world’s systems that are around you. In this captivating five-part series with Joseph Z and Rick
Renner, you’ll learn: What exactly is hell’s economy that needs to be broken. How to identify the
areas where the dark god of this world is exercising his rule. How God wants to use the Church —
and YOU — to be a wrecking ball to destroy the devil’s works. This teaching is truly an eye-opening
revelation of where the devil is working in the world around us and what we, as believers, need to do
to tear down his demonic influence in areas of life that we see and experience every day. Lay hold of
this revelation, defy hell, and live your life knowing you are destined to thrive in these last days!
  the prodigal god study guide: The Prodigal God Discussion Guide with DVD Timothy Keller,
2013-05-11 In this six-session small group Bible study, pastor and bestselling author Timothy Keller
uses one of Jesus' best-loved parables - the Prodigal Son - to illustrate the depth of God's love and
how his grace extends into some very unexpected places. Taking you beyond the traditional focus on
the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights from each of the characters in Jesus'
parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the Father who lavishes his love
on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group discussion and personal reflection, and
exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus' parable in your own life. The gospel is
neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely. Whether you're a devout believer or a
skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see Christianity in a whole new way. This Prodigal
God Discussion Guide will help you uncover, personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The
Prodigal God DVD and book. In six captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling
author Timothy Keller opens your eyes to the powerful message of Jesus' best known--and least
understood--parable. The Prodigal God is a revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical
love for sinners of every kind. This pack includes one Discussion Guide and one DVD. It includes
discussion questions for groups and individuals, suggested resources for further reading, Scripture
references, helpful notes for leaders, and much more. When used together, these tools provide users
with practical means to transform their faith. Session include: 1. The Parable The People Around
Jesus 2. The Two Lost Sons 3. The Elder Brother 4. The True Elder Brother 5. The Feast of the
Father
  the prodigal god study guide: SCM Studyguide to Christian Spirituality Ross Thompson,
2008-09-01 TheSCM Studyguide: Christian Spiritualityis designed as an introduction to spirituality
for students of all religious backgrounds coming to the subject for the first time.
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