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Culture Counts: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology is more than just a
statement—it's an invitation to explore the rich tapestry of human life and the myriad ways people
create meaning in their worlds. Cultural anthropology, at its core, is the study of culture: the beliefs,
customs, languages, rituals, and social behaviors that define groups of people. Understanding culture
is essential because it shapes how we perceive the world, interact with others, and even how
societies evolve over time.

In this article, we’ll take a journey into the fascinating realm of cultural anthropology, unpacking why
culture truly counts in our understanding of humanity. Whether you're a student, a curious traveler, or
someone intrigued by human diversity, this introduction will provide clear insights into the essentials
of cultural anthropology and why it matters.

What Is Cultural Anthropology?

Cultural anthropology is a branch of anthropology focusing on the study of living peoples and their
cultures. Unlike archaeology or physical anthropology, which deal with past civilizations or biological
aspects of humans, cultural anthropology dives into contemporary human societies. It seeks to
understand the social norms, languages, traditions, and everyday practices that make each culture
unique.

The phrase “culture counts” highlights the discipline's foundational idea: culture is not just a backdrop
for human life; it is central to how people make sense of their existence. Anthropologists observe and
analyze these cultural patterns, often through immersive fieldwork, to gain a holistic understanding of
human behavior.

The Role of Ethnography

One of the hallmark methods in cultural anthropology is ethnography—the detailed, qualitative study
of people and cultures in their natural environments. Ethnographers live within communities,
participate in daily activities, and record observations to capture the nuances of social life.

Ethnographic research helps anthropologists see beyond surface behaviors and uncover the
underlying meanings and values that guide people’s actions. This method emphasizes empathy and
respect for cultural differences, reinforcing why culture counts when trying to understand human
experiences.



Why Culture Counts in Understanding Humanity

Culture shapes everything from the way we communicate to how societies organize themselves
politically and economically. It influences art, religion, family structures, and even concepts of time
and space. Without appreciating these cultural dimensions, it’s impossible to fully grasp the
complexities of human life.

Culture as a Lens for Interpretation

Imagine trying to interpret a ritual, a story, or a social custom without considering the cultural
framework in which it exists. The result would likely be misunderstanding or misrepresentation.
Cultural anthropology teaches us that culture acts as a lens through which people view the world,
providing the context necessary to interpret actions and beliefs accurately.

For example, notions of respect and hierarchy vary widely across cultures. What might be considered
polite in one society could be seen as rude or inappropriate in another. Recognizing these cultural
differences is crucial in fields like international relations, global business, and social work.

The Dynamic Nature of Culture

Culture is not static; it evolves and adapts over time. Cultural anthropologists study how globalization,
migration, technology, and other forces impact cultural practices and identities. This dynamic quality
of culture means that anthropologists must continually update their understanding as cultures
transform.

Understanding culture’s fluidity also helps combat stereotypes and ethnocentrism—the tendency to

judge other cultures by one’s own cultural standards. By appreciating culture’s complexities and
changes, anthropologists promote a more nuanced and respectful view of human diversity.

Key Concepts in Cultural Anthropology

To grasp why culture counts so much, it helps to familiarize yourself with some central concepts that
cultural anthropologists use.

1. Cultural Relativism

Cultural relativism is the principle that one should understand another culture on its own terms,
without imposing one’s own cultural biases. This approach challenges ethnocentrism and encourages
open-mindedness.



2. Symbols and Language

Symbols—whether words, gestures, or objects—carry meaning within cultures. Language is a powerful
symbolic system that shapes thought and social interaction. Anthropologists study how language and
symbols reflect and reinforce cultural values.

3. Social Structure

Every culture has social structures that organize relationships and roles, such as family systems, class
hierarchies, and political institutions. These structures influence individual behavior and group
dynamics.

4. Rituals and Beliefs

Rituals, ceremonies, and belief systems are central to cultural identity. They provide meaning,
reinforce community bonds, and help individuals navigate life’'s challenges.

Applications of Cultural Anthropology in the Real World

Understanding cultural anthropology isn’t just academic—it has practical applications in many areas
of life.

Improving Cross-Cultural Communication

In an increasingly interconnected world, cultural anthropology equips individuals and organizations
with the skills to navigate cultural differences effectively. Whether in diplomacy, international
business, or healthcare, being culturally informed helps avoid misunderstandings and build stronger
relationships.

Enhancing Social Services and Development

Anthropologists often work with NGOs and government agencies to design culturally appropriate
interventions. Recognizing local customs and values ensures programs are accepted and successful,
rather than imposed in ways that might alienate communities.

Preserving Cultural Heritage

Cultural anthropologists also play a role in documenting and preserving endangered languages,
traditions, and practices. This work is crucial in maintaining the world’s cultural diversity amid rapid



modernization and globalization.

Tips for Studying Culture Through Anthropology

If you're interested in exploring cultural anthropology further, here are some helpful tips:

e Engage with diverse perspectives: Read ethnographies and listen to voices from different
cultures to broaden your understanding.

* Practice cultural humility: Approach other cultures with respect, curiosity, and an awareness
of your own biases.

e Learn a new language: Language learning opens doors to deeper cultural insights and
connections.

e Participate in cultural events: Attending festivals, ceremonies, or community gatherings
helps experience culture firsthand.

» Reflect on your own culture: Understanding your cultural background can illuminate how
culture shapes everyone’s worldview.

Exploring culture through the lens of anthropology reveals the incredible diversity and richness of
human life. It reminds us that culture counts—not only in academic study but in everyday interactions
and global challenges. By appreciating the complexity and significance of culture, we foster empathy,
respect, and a deeper connection to the world and each other.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Culture Counts: A Concise
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology'?

The book focuses on providing an accessible overview of cultural anthropology, emphasizing the
importance of culture in understanding human behavior and social practices.

Who is the author of 'Culture Counts: A Concise Introduction
to Cultural Anthropology'?

The author of the book is Serena Nanda, a well-known anthropologist specializing in cultural studies.

How does 'Culture Counts' define culture?

Culture is defined as the learned and shared knowledge, beliefs, values, and behaviors that



characterize a group of people.

Why is cultural relativism important according to '‘Culture
Counts'?

Cultural relativism is important because it encourages understanding and evaluating cultures based
on their own values and contexts rather than through ethnocentric judgments.

Does 'Culture Counts' include contemporary examples in its
discussion?

Yes, the book incorporates contemporary examples and case studies to illustrate cultural
anthropology concepts in real-world contexts.

What teaching approach does 'Culture Counts' use to engage
students?

The book uses concise explanations, engaging case studies, and thought-provoking questions to
make cultural anthropology accessible and relevant to students.

How does 'Culture Counts' address globalization and culture?

It explores how globalization influences cultural change, interaction, and the blending of traditions
across societies.

Is 'Culture Counts' suitable for beginners in anthropology?

Yes, the book is designed as an introductory text, making complex anthropological concepts
understandable for beginners.

What role does language play in culture according to 'Culture
Counts'?

Language is portrayed as a crucial component of culture that shapes communication, identity, and
social interaction.

How does 'Culture Counts' contribute to understanding
cultural diversity?

The book highlights the significance of cultural diversity in enriching human experiences and
promotes respect for different cultural perspectives.

Additional Resources

Culture Counts: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology



culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology serves as a pivotal starting
point for understanding the intricate fabric of human societies. This phrase encapsulates the essence
of cultural anthropology, a subfield of anthropology dedicated to studying cultural variation among
humans. As an academic discipline and practical tool, cultural anthropology offers a lens through
which researchers and observers can decode the complexities of customs, beliefs, social structures,
language, and rituals that define different groups worldwide.

The importance of culture in shaping human experience cannot be overstated. It influences identity,
social interactions, and worldviews, making cultural anthropology indispensable for anyone seeking to
grasp the subtleties of human behavior across diverse settings. Exploring this field unveils how
culture not only preserves traditions but also adapts dynamically, reflecting the evolving realities of
communities.

Understanding Cultural Anthropology: Core Concepts
and Scope

Cultural anthropology delves into the shared knowledge, practices, and values that characterize
societies. Unlike other branches of anthropology that might focus on biological or archaeological
perspectives, cultural anthropology prioritizes the qualitative analysis of living people and their ways
of life. At its core, it investigates how culture shapes human actions and, reciprocally, how human
creativity and agency transform culture over time.

The discipline relies heavily on ethnography, a research method involving immersive fieldwork where
anthropologists live among the people they study. This approach allows for an authentic and nuanced
comprehension of cultural norms and social dynamics. By emphasizing participant observation,
interviews, and detailed documentation, ethnographers produce rich narratives that reveal the
implicit rules governing social life.

The Role of Culture in Human Societies

Culture operates as a blueprint for social living, encompassing everything from language, religion,
and art to economic systems and political organization. It acts as a repository of collective knowledge
that guides individual behavior and societal expectations. Importantly, culture is learned rather than
inherited biologically, making it a flexible and adaptable aspect of human life.

One key feature of cultural anthropology is its focus on cultural relativism—the principle that one
should understand another culture on its own terms without imposing external judgments. This
perspective challenges ethnocentrism and fosters respect for cultural diversity. By promoting cultural
relativism, anthropologists aim to portray societies with accuracy and empathy.

Comparative Analysis: Cultural Anthropology Versus Other
Social Sciences

While cultural anthropology shares intersections with disciplines like sociology, psychology, and



history, it distinguishes itself through its holistic and cross-cultural methodology. For instance:

* Sociology often focuses on contemporary social institutions and statistical trends within
societies, whereas cultural anthropology emphasizes in-depth qualitative understanding across
cultures.

* Psychology tends to investigate individual mental processes, while cultural anthropology
examines collective beliefs and practices influencing those processes.

¢ History provides chronological accounts of past events, but cultural anthropology investigates
ongoing cultural patterns and their meanings in the present.

This comparative advantage allows cultural anthropology to contribute uniquely to interdisciplinary
research, enriching insights into human behavior and social organization.

Applications and Relevance of Cultural Anthropology
Today

Cultural anthropology extends beyond academia, impacting various real-world contexts. Its
applications range from international development and global health to business and conflict
resolution. By understanding cultural nuances, practitioners can design more effective policies and
interventions that resonate with local populations.

Globalization and Cultural Change

In an increasingly interconnected world, cultural anthropology sheds light on how globalization
influences cultural identities and social structures. It explores phenomena such as cultural hybridity,
the blending of traditions, and the tensions between modernization and cultural preservation.
Anthropologists study how communities negotiate these forces, maintaining continuity while adapting
to new realities.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations

While cultural anthropology offers invaluable insights, it also faces challenges related to
representation and ethical responsibility. Researchers must navigate issues such as informed consent,
cultural sensitivity, and the power dynamics inherent in studying marginalized groups. The discipline
continuously evolves to address concerns about exploitation and to promote collaborative approaches
with the communities involved.



Key Contributions to Understanding Cultural Diversity

Cultural anthropology's contributions include the documentation of endangered languages and
traditions, the critique of stereotypes, and the promotion of cultural awareness. It plays a critical role
in education, helping societies appreciate diversity and fostering intercultural dialogue.

Essential Elements Explored in Cultural Anthropology

To better grasp why culture counts, it is useful to examine some of the fundamental components that
cultural anthropologists study:
1. Language: A primary medium of cultural transmission and social interaction.

2. Kinship and Social Organization: Systems of family relations and community structures
defining social roles.

3. Economic Practices: Ways societies produce, distribute, and consume resources.
4. Religious Beliefs and Rituals: Expressions of worldview and moral codes.

5. Art and Symbolism: Creative forms conveying cultural meanings and identity.

Each element reveals how culture functions as an integrated system influencing every aspect of
human life.

The Dynamic Nature of Culture

Another critical insight from cultural anthropology is the recognition that culture is not static. It is
continuously shaped by internal innovations and external contacts. This dynamism challenges
simplistic or essentialist views and highlights the adaptability and resilience of human societies.

Implications for Cross-Cultural Communication

Understanding that culture counts profoundly impacts cross-cultural communication.
Misinterpretations often arise from unrecognized cultural assumptions, which can lead to conflicts or
inefficiencies in international relations, business, and social services. Cultural anthropology equips
individuals and organizations with the knowledge to navigate these complexities respectfully and
effectively.

Exploring the field of cultural anthropology reveals that culture is more than a backdrop for human



activity; it is the essential framework through which people interpret their world and relate to each
other. Recognizing that culture counts enables scholars, policymakers, and global citizens to
appreciate the depth and diversity of human experience, fostering a more inclusive and informed
perspective on our shared humanity.
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culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Culture Counts Serena
Nanda, Richard L. Warms, 2021-10-19 Now with SAGE Publishing! Culture Counts is a concise
introduction to anthropology that illustrates why culture matters in our understanding of humanity
and the world around us. Serena Nanda and Richard L. Warms draw students in with engaging
ethnographic stories and a conversational writing style that encourages them to interact
cross-culturally, solve problems, and effect positive change. The brief format gives majors and
non-majors the essentials they need and frees up the instructor to teach the course the way they
want to teach it. The Fifth Edition includes new examples and vignettes that are important to the
study of cultural anthropology. Issues of gender, identity, globalization, intersectionality, inequality,
and public health have been incorporated throughout the book, as well as a new chapter on race and
ethnicity that brings the book in step with recent conversations about power, race, and history. This
title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Culture Counts Serena
Nanda, 2018

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Culture Counts: A
Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology Serena Nanda, Richard Warms, 2008-09-29
Framed around the concept of culture, Nanda and Warms's new concise book makes students aware
of the fact that culture matters in driving and shaping human behavior, and that culture is a dynamic
concept that interrelates various cultural systems in adaptive (or maladaptive) ways. The text
focuses on how culture helps direct and explain peoples' behavior; why this is important for
understanding what is going on in the world today, and how we can solve problems and effect
positive change. Via ethnographic storytelling and a writing style that is both authoritative and
conversational, the authors present the key concepts of anthropology in a way that draws students
into the topics. The authors emphasize contemporary issues, issues of globalization, and American
culture, while continuing to emphasize equalities and inequalities around gender, class, race and
ethnicity, as well as the effects of globalization. Important Notice: Media content referenced within
the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Cengage Advantage
Books: Culture Counts: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology Serena Nanda,
Richard L. Warms, 2014-01-01 Framed around the concept of culture, CULTURE COUNTS, 3rd
Edition shows you how culture matters in driving and explaining human behavior, how culture is
dynamic, and how it interrelates various cultural systems in adaptive (or maladaptive) ways. The
book emphasizes why understanding culture is important for understanding the world today, and
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how humans can solve problems and effect positive change. The authors draw you into the book's
concepts via engaging ethnographic storytelling and a conversational writing style that connects you
to the topics. You'll focus on contemporary issues, issues of globalization, issues of gender, and
issues of equalities and inequalities topics that are important to both the study of anthropology and
your understanding of the world around you. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Cengage Advantage
Books: Culture Counts: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology Serena Nanda,
Richard Warms, 2011-02-18 Framed around the concept of culture, Nanda and Warms’s concise
book makes students aware of the fact that culture matters in driving and shaping human behavior,
and that culture is a dynamic concept that interrelates various cultural systems in adaptive (or
maladaptive) ways. The text focuses on how culture helps direct and explain peoples’ behavior; why
this is important for understanding what is going on in the world today, and how we can solve
problems and effect positive change. Via ethnographic storytelling and a writing style that is both
authoritative and conversational, the authors present the key concepts of anthropology in a way that
draws students into the topics. The authors emphasize contemporary issues, issues of globalization,
and American culture, while continuing to emphasize equalities and inequalities around gender,
class, race and ethnicity, as well as the effects of globalization. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Studyguide for Culture
Counts Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2013-05 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again Virtually all testable
terms, concepts, persons, places, and events are included. Cram101 Textbook Outlines gives all of
the outlines, highlights, notes for your textbook with optional online practice tests. Only Cram101
Outlines are Textbook Specific. Cram101 is NOT the Textbook. Accompanys: 9780521673761

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Outlines and Highlights
for Culture Counts Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2011-03 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again!
Virtually all of the testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events from the textbook are
included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and
quizzes for your textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is
Textbook Specific. Accompanys: 9780495007876 .

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Friendship, Descent and
Alliance in Africa Martine Guichard, Tilo Gratz, Youssouf Diallo, 2014-05-01 Friendship, descent and
alliance are basic forms of relatedness that have received unequal attention in social anthropology.
Offering new insights into the ways in which friendship is conceptualized and realized in various
sub-Saharan African settings, the contributions to this volume depart from the recent tendency to
study friendship in isolation from kinship. In drawing attention to the complexity of the interactions
between these two kinds of social relationships, the book suggests that analyses of friendship in
Western societies would also benefit from research that explores more systematically friendship in
conjunction with kinship.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: COVID-19: Cultural
Change and Institutional Adaptations J. Michael Ryan, 2022-12-30 COVID-19: Cultural Change and
Institutional Adaptations provides critical insights into the impact of the pandemic on the
relationship between cultures and institutions. The scholarship presented in this volume examines
such important issues as the impact on health-care workers, changes in the interaction order,
linguistic access, social stigma, policing, new understandings of social class, and the role of
misinformation. Brought together, these insights can help us better understand both the micro- and
macrochanges that have been brought about by the pandemic. Drawing on the expertise of scholars
from around the world, the work presented here represents a remarkable diversity and quality of
impassioned scholarship on the impact of COVID-19 and is a timely and critical advance in
knowledge related to the pandemic.



culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Love and Marriage
Serena Nanda, 2018-12-10 Cultural anthropologist Serena Nanda mines a wide range of
ethnographic research to examine the patterns of love, marriage, sexuality, and family unique to
eight cultures around the world. After reviewing changing patterns in the United States, readers are
taken to China, India, Brazil, Iran, Indonesia, Nigeria, the South Pacific, and Nepal to explore
traditions and transformations and the intertwining dynamics of kinship, class, politics, religion, and
gender roles in love and marriage. An additional chapter traces the diversity of LGBTQ relationships,
with contemporary examples drawn from the US, Indonesia, and India. A valuable summary chapter
features a brief analysis of similar and different cultural configurations. Nanda’s ethnographically
rich examples and fresh perspective will challenge readers to understand that their own culture is
not natural or superior but rather just one of many possibilities adapted to specific environments
and subject to changes.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: The Anthropology of
Smell Mojca Ramsak, 2024-08-12 This book discusses the meaning of smell from a socio-cultural
perspective and brings important considerations of smell and olfaction beyond anatomy and
physiology in an erudite, reader-friendly style. It addresses ideas about smell and odor in culturally
diverse contexts; pays attention to the subtle ways in which smell is expressed; treats smell as part
of memory, prejudice, rumor, and sexuality; offers insights into the role of smell in religion,
literature, film art, intangible cultural heritage, and museum practices, with particular attention to
the challenges posed by historical smells; describes the legal regulation of smell and the background
to scent marketing that seeks to influence consumer buying habits, adding a unique and practical
dimension to the content. In addition to philosophical and medical historical aspects, the book offers
insights into the evolution, diagnosis and impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the human sense of
smell and illustrates how our environment and societal influences shape our sensory perceptions and
thus our attitudes and interpretation of the olfactory world around us. From an anthropological
perspective, the book looks at olfactory heritage, cultural traditions, and the symbolism of the nose
in different societies. Overall, it offers a comprehensive and thought-provoking cultural examination
of the sense of smell — a sense that is often underestimated — while broadening our understanding
of the world of smell and its role in our lives. “Ramsak’s research provides valuable insights into the
relationship between smell and culture, including its influence on identity, memory, social
interactions, cultural practices, and beliefs. The book is a valuable resource for sensory
anthropology, olfactory and intangible heritage.” Prof. Dr. Katja Hrobat Virloget, University of
Primorska, The Faculty of Humanities, Department of Anthropology and Cultural Studies, Koper,
Slovenia “The remarkable depth and breadth of the subtle connection between smell and culture is
testament to RamsSak’s deep engagement with the subject and her exceptional understanding of the
global patterns of cultural connotations associated with smell.” Prof. Dr. Sophie Elpers, The Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, Meertens Institut, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: COVID-19: Surviving a
Pandemic J. Michael Ryan, 2022-12-30 COVID-19: Surviving a Pandemic provides critical insights
into survival strategies employed by communities and individuals around the world during the
pandemic. A central question since this pandemic began has been how to survive it. That question
has applied not just to staying alive, but also to staying healthy, both physically and mentally.
Survival is certainly key, but surviving, and what that means, is also critical. The scholarship
included in this volume will take a closer look at what it means to survive by addressing such issues
as the importance of ethnicity in vaccine uptake, the gendered and racialized impacts of the
pandemic, the impact on those with disabilities, questions of food security, and what it means to
grieve. Drawing on the expertise of scholars from around the world, the work presented here
represents a remarkable diversity and quality of impassioned scholarship on the impact of COVID-19
and is a timely and critical advance in knowledge related to the pandemic.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Pandemic Pedagogies ].
Michael Ryan, 2023-01-31 Pandemic Pedagogies: Teaching and Learning during the COVID-19



Pandemic provides critical insights into the impact of the pandemic on the education system,
pedagogical approaches, and educational inequalities. Education is often touted as the best way to
promote social mobility and produce informed members of society. The pandemic has significantly
threatened those goals by temporarily disrupting education and exacerbating disparities in the
education system. The scholarship in this volume takes a closer look at many of the issues at the
heart of the educational process including teacher self-efficacy, the gendered and racialized impacts
of the pandemic on education, school closures, and institutional responses. Drawing on the expertise
of scholars from around the world, the work presented here represents a remarkable diversity and
quality of impassioned scholarship on the impact of COVID-19 and is a timely and critical advance in
knowledge related to the pandemic.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: COVID-19: Individual
Rights and Community Responsibilities ]J. Michael Ryan, 2023-01-31 COVID-19: Individual Rights
and Community Responsibilities provides critical insights into the tensions between individual rights
and community responsibilities during the COVID-19 pandemic. Questions about mandates,
lockdowns, priorities, and broader questions related to neighborly responsibilities and human rights
have been central to debates about how to confront the pandemic. The scholarship presented in this
volume adds to those debates by confronting such issues as the role of social media in spreading
misinformation, mask mandates, pandemic politics, and the very ethos of what is meant by human
and individual rights. Drawing on the expertise of scholars from around the world, the work
presented here represents a remarkable diversity and quality of impassioned scholarship on the
impact of COVID-19 and is a timely and critical advance in knowledge related to the pandemic.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Biocultural Evolution
Clare L. Boulanger, 2012-04-23 In a writing style that will captivate those new to the subject,
Boulanger presents an understanding of human biological and cultural evolution that is both
scientific and humanistic, in keeping with classic anthropological ideals. The aim of this reasonably
priced text is to help students think critically about what being human has been, what it is at
present, and what it may be in the future. While the book focuses on the anthropological subfields of
biological anthropology and archaeology, information and insights are also drawn from cultural
anthropology and anthropological linguistics. Boulangers absorbing treatment, in contrast to other
texts on human evolution, features an opening chapter that seeks to negotiate fairly, without
defensiveness or condescension, a pathway for creationists to follow into the topic. The next three
chapters provide background on the history of evolutionary science, the biology of inheritance and
population change, and primatology. Chapters 5 through 9 focus on human biocultural evolution
from the time of the ancestor we share with chimpanzees through the development of agriculture
and the founding of states. The last chapter deals with the issue of racehow it has affected our
interpretation of the past and how it continues to influence the present. In addition to an extensive
glossary, the fully illustrated textbook features numerous topic-enhancing sidebars, questions for
discussion and review, and student exercises.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: The Gift of a Bride
Serena Nanda, Joan Gregg, 2009-05-16 This ethnographically based murder mystery is set within
New York City's Indian community. A young Indian woman's arranged marriage brings her to the
city to join her husband shortly after her wedding. The plot unfolds as the couple copes with joint
family living, sexual and financial issues, and hostile neighbors. Central to the mystery are the
cultural conflicts affecting both men and women negotiating the differences between American
society and their own traditional upbringings. A major theme of the book is violence against women
as this plays out both within domestic situations and through the gender inequalities of Indian and
American society. Supportive characters such as an anthropology professor, an Indian detective and
his American sidekick, a young, assimilated Indian neighbor, and an established family elder reveal
various aspects of immigrant life. Through this rich, exciting and ethnographically detailed foray into
one particular community, the reader learns about arranging a marriage, Hindu weddings and
festivals, and the rich psychological motivations of culturally-patterned behavior of both immigrant



men and women. The main principles of cultural anthropology and ethnographic method are woven
into the novel, making it a compelling read in a wide range of undergraduate and graduate courses.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: Assisted Dying Serena
Nanda, Joan Gregg, 2011-05-16 Assisted Dying is an ethnographically based murder mystery that
uses the unexplained deaths of elderly people on Florida's Gold Coast as a way of examining
American cultural values. Diversity, immigration and the American Dream, aging, retirement, death,
and dying are just some of the issues that are illuminated. Cultural anthropologist Julie Norman is
drawn deeper into the mystery when her aunt becomes the latest victim. Julie's ethnographic
methodology and cultural perspectives, her previous involvement in a murder case recounted in The
Gift of a Bride: A Tale of Anthropology, Matrimony and Murder, along with the insights of Detective
Mike Cardella and the Miami police department, all help to solve the mystery. Assisted Dying
engages students as a supplementary text to apply concepts from the social sciences, literature, and
communications to issues of current interest in the United States and beyond. The novel is part of a
popular movement toward using alternative and creative forms to convey academic information and
concepts in the classroom. To further this aim, the social and cultural content of each chapter is
extended in a bibliographic essay and discussion questions. This book will be welcomed in courses
on cultural anthropology, medical anthropology, sociology, gerontology, American studies,
psychology, gender, ethnic studies, and other social sciences.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: COVID-19: Social
Inequalities and Human Possibilities J. Michael Ryan, Serena Nanda, 2022-03-13 COVID-19: Social
Inequalities and Human Possibilities examines the unequal impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
individuals, communities, and countries, a fact seldom acknowledged and often suppressed or
invisible. Taking a global approach, this book demonstrates how the impact of the pandemic has
differed as a result of social inequalities, such as economic development, social class, race and
ethnicity, sex and gener, age, and access to health care and education. Economic inequality between
and within nations has significantly contributed to the chances of individuals contracting and dying
from the virus. Developing nations with weak health care systems, workers whose jobs cannot be
performed remotely, the differences between those with and without access to soap and water to
wash their hands, or the ability to practice physical distancing also account for the unequal impact
of the virus. Racial and ethnic minorities experience higher death rates from the virus, which has
also unequally affected indigenous peoples and urban and foreign migrants around the world.
Inequality is also embedded in national and international responses to the pandemic, as giving and
receiving aid is often impacted by inequalities of demographic and national power and influence,
resulting in national and global competition rather than the collaboration needed to end the
pandemic. Along with the other titles in Routledge’s COVID-19 Pandemic series, this book
represents a timely and critical advance in knowledge related to what many believe to be the
greatest threat to global ways of being in more than a century. COVID-19: Social Inequalities and
Human Possibilities is therefore indispensable for academics, researchers, and students as well as
activists and policy makers interested in understanding the social impact of the COVID-19 pandemic
and eradicating the inequalities it has exacerbated.

culture counts a concise introduction to cultural anthropology: The Normative Animal?
Neil Roughley, Kurt Bayertz, 2019-06-11 It is often claimed that humans are rational, linguistic,
cultural, or moral creatures. What these characterizations may all have in common is the more
fundamental claim that humans are normative animals, in the sense that they are creatures whose
lives are structured at a fundamental level by their relationships to norms. The various capacities
singled out by discussion of rational, linguistic, cultural, or moral animals might then all essentially
involve an orientation to obligations, permissions and prohibitions. And, if this is so, then perhaps it
is a basic susceptibility, or proclivity to normative or deontic regulation of thought and behavior that
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