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Boston Society Film Critics: Champions of Cinema Excellence

boston society film critics have long stood as influential voices in the
world of cinema, shaping how audiences and industry insiders perceive films
each year. This esteemed group of professional film reviewers based in Boston
not only highlights the best in filmmaking but also brings regional
perspectives to the broader conversation about movies. Their annual awards
and thoughtful critiques help spotlight emerging talents and celebrate
cinematic achievements that might otherwise go unnoticed.

The Role and Significance of the Boston Society
Film Critics

The Boston Society Film Critics (BSFC) is a collective of film journalists,
critics, and writers who dedicate themselves to analyzing and honoring
outstanding film work. Founded in the early 1980s, this organization has
grown in stature, becoming one of the respected critic groups whose opinions
carry considerable weight during awards season. By focusing on both
mainstream and independent films, the BSFC ensures a diverse range of movies
gain attention.

What sets the Boston Society Film Critics apart from other critic groups is
their unique New England perspective paired with a deep passion for
storytelling. They don’t just review films; they engage with cinema on an
intellectual and emotional level, often highlighting films that resonate
culturally and socially with their local audience.

How the BSFC Influences Awards Season

The Boston Society Film Critics Awards, presented annually, serve as a
bellwether for industry accolades such as the Oscars and Golden Globes.
Winners in categories like Best Picture, Best Director, and Best
Actor/Actress often align with subsequent major award recipients. This makes
the BSFC’s picks a valuable indicator for movie enthusiasts and industry
watchers alike.

Because the BSFC is composed of seasoned critics with a broad understanding
of film history and trends, their selections often champion artistic
innovation and storytelling depth. Their awards can boost a film’s
visibility, helping independent and foreign films break through in a crowded
marketplace.



Who Are the Members of the Boston Society Film
Critics?

The membership of the Boston Society Film Critics is made up of professional
film journalists from a variety of media outlets including newspapers,
magazines, online publications, and broadcast media. These members are chosen
based on their experience, contribution to film criticism, and commitment to
the arts.

The Criteria for Membership

To become part of the BSFC, critics must demonstrate a thorough knowledge of
cinema and a consistent record of published film reviews or essays. The group
values diversity in voices and opinions, ensuring that its members bring a
wide range of perspectives on film culture.

Members often participate in discussions, screenings, and voting processes
that culminate in their annual awards. This collaborative environment fosters
a robust dialogue about film artistry and industry trends.

The Boston Society Film Critics Awards:
Celebrating Cinematic Achievement

Every year, the Boston Society Film Critics host an awards ceremony that
recognizes outstanding achievements in film. These awards cover numerous
categories, from acting and directing to technical crafts like cinematography
and editing.

Categories and Selection Process

The BSFC Awards include categories such as:

Best Film

Best Director

Best Actor and Actress

Best Supporting Roles

Best Screenplay (Original and Adapted)



Best Cinematography

Best Foreign Language Film

Best Documentary

Best Ensemble Cast

Members submit their votes after watching a wide array of films throughout
the year. The voting process is transparent and aims to reflect a consensus
that respects both artistic merit and cultural impact.

Impact on Filmmakers and Audiences

Winning or even being nominated for a BSFC award can significantly elevate a
film's profile. For emerging filmmakers and actors, this recognition can open
doors to new opportunities and funding. For audiences, the BSFC awards
provide a curated list of high-quality films worth watching, helping
cinephiles discover hidden gems beyond blockbuster releases.

How the Boston Society Film Critics Engage with
the Community

Beyond awards, the Boston Society Film Critics contribute to the local and
broader film community through educational initiatives, panel discussions,
and film festivals. They often collaborate with cultural institutions and
universities in Boston to foster a greater appreciation of cinema.

Film Education and Public Outreach

Members of the BSFC frequently participate in Q&A sessions after screenings,
offering insights into film artistry and storytelling techniques. These
events help demystify the critic’s role and encourage dialogue between
filmmakers, critics, and audiences.

Additionally, the society supports film literacy by engaging with students
and aspiring critics, sharing professional perspectives on film evaluation
and criticism. This mentorship helps cultivate the next generation of
thoughtful film commentators.



Why Following the Boston Society Film Critics
Matters for Film Fans

For anyone passionate about movies, staying tuned to the Boston Society Film
Critics offers a window into high-quality cinema. Their reviews and award
selections can guide viewers toward films that challenge, inspire, and
entertain in meaningful ways.

In the crowded landscape of film reviews and entertainment news, the BSFC
provides a trusted voice that balances critical rigor with genuine enthusiasm
for storytelling. Whether you’re a casual moviegoer or a dedicated cinephile,
their perspectives can enrich your viewing experience and deepen your
appreciation for the art of film.

As the film industry continues to evolve with streaming platforms and global
productions, the role of critic organizations like the Boston Society Film
Critics remains vital. They help sift through the vast array of cinematic
offerings to highlight stories that truly deserve recognition.

Exploring their yearly picks and critiques offers not only entertainment but
also education about film trends, historic achievements, and emerging talents
shaping the future of cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Boston Society of Film Critics?
The Boston Society of Film Critics (BSFC) is an organization of film
reviewers from Boston-based publications that annually honors outstanding
achievements in filmmaking.

When was the Boston Society of Film Critics founded?
The Boston Society of Film Critics was founded in 1981.

What are some notable awards given by the Boston
Society of Film Critics?
The BSFC gives awards in categories such as Best Film, Best Director, Best
Actor, Best Actress, Best Supporting roles, Best Screenplay, and Best
Cinematography.

How does the Boston Society of Film Critics



influence the film industry?
The BSFC's annual awards can help boost a film's visibility during awards
season and influence other critics and industry professionals.

Who are some past winners of the Boston Society of
Film Critics Best Film award?
Past winners include critically acclaimed films such as 'Parasite' (2019),
'Moonlight' (2016), and 'The Social Network' (2010).

How are the winners of the Boston Society of Film
Critics awards selected?
Winners are selected through a voting process by the society's members, who
are professional film critics based in Boston.

Where can I find the latest Boston Society of Film
Critics awards announcements?
The latest BSFC awards announcements are typically published on their
official website and reported by major entertainment news outlets.

Additional Resources
Boston Society Film Critics: A Pillar of Cinematic Evaluation

boston society film critics have long played a significant role in shaping
the discourse around cinema, not only within the New England region but also
on a national and international scale. As one of the most respected critic
groups in the United States, the Boston Society of Film Critics (BSFC)
provides insightful analysis, thoughtful reviews, and annual awards that
often act as bellwethers for larger industry recognition, including the
Academy Awards. This article delves into the history, influence, and
contemporary relevance of the Boston Society Film Critics, exploring how
their evaluations contribute to the broader landscape of film criticism.

Origins and Evolution of the Boston Society
Film Critics

Founded in 1981, the Boston Society Film Critics emerged during a period when
regional critic circles were gaining prominence as influential voices in the
cinematic arts. The society was established by a collective of Boston-based
journalists and film reviewers dedicated to elevating film criticism beyond
mere entertainment reporting. Over the decades, the BSFC has grown to include



a diverse membership of professional critics representing major newspapers,
magazines, radio, and online media outlets in the Boston area.

The society’s mission centers on promoting excellence in film through
rigorous critique and recognition. Unlike some other critic groups that may
be more commercially oriented, the Boston Society Film Critics have
maintained a commitment to independent, thoughtful evaluation that balances
artistic merit with cultural significance.

Role and Impact in the Film Industry

One of the most notable functions of the Boston Society Film Critics is their
annual awards ceremony, typically held in December. These awards highlight
outstanding achievements in various categories, including Best Film, Best
Director, Best Actor and Actress, and technical fields such as cinematography
and screenplay. Winners of BSFC awards often gain early momentum in the
awards season, influencing both public perception and voting bodies like the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

The society’s selections are frequently characterized by a willingness to
champion both mainstream and independent films, reflecting a broad spectrum
of cinematic artistry. This dual focus enables the Boston Society Film
Critics to serve as a bridge between popular culture and arthouse cinema,
providing audiences with guidance that transcends box office numbers.

Critical Approach and Evaluation Criteria

The Boston Society Film Critics distinguish themselves through a critical
approach that emphasizes narrative originality, directorial vision, and
technical proficiency. Members are known for their in-depth analyses that
consider a film’s thematic complexity, cultural context, and emotional
resonance. This comprehensive framework allows the society to identify films
that push the boundaries of storytelling or offer fresh perspectives on
familiar themes.

Unlike some critic groups that prioritize commercial success or star power,
the BSFC tends to weigh artistic innovation and social relevance more
heavily. This often results in award choices that spotlight lesser-known
films or emerging talents, thereby contributing to a more diverse cinematic
conversation.

Notable Award Recipients and Trends

Over the years, the Boston Society Film Critics have recognized a mix of
Hollywood blockbusters and independent gems. For example, films like



“Moonlight” and “Parasite,” both of which received critical acclaim and
multiple awards globally, were early favorites among BSFC members. This
tendency to identify groundbreaking work before it becomes mainstream
underscores the society’s role as a tastemaker.

Moreover, the BSFC has shown a consistent interest in international cinema,
frequently nominating and awarding foreign-language films. This openness to
global storytelling enriches the cultural dialogue within the Boston area and
beyond.

Comparisons with Other Critic Organizations

In the landscape of film criticism, the Boston Society Film Critics shares
similarities with other regional groups such as the New York Film Critics
Circle and the Los Angeles Film Critics Association. However, the BSFC’s
unique voice is marked by its New England perspective, which can sometimes
yield different priorities and preferences.

For instance, while the New York Film Critics Circle might lean towards films
with a strong urban sensibility, the Boston Society Film Critics often
demonstrate an appreciation for narratives that engage with historical or
socio-political themes relevant to their audience. This regional nuance adds
valuable diversity to the national critical dialogue.

Membership and Selection Process

Membership in the Boston Society Film Critics is composed primarily of
professional film critics based in Boston and the surrounding areas.
Candidates typically undergo a vetting process that evaluates their
credentials, critical output, and engagement with the film community. This
ensures that the society maintains high standards of professionalism and
expertise.

Members participate actively in monthly meetings, screenings, and
discussions, fostering a collaborative environment where different viewpoints
can be shared and debated. This democratic approach influences the society’s
award selections, which are determined through a voting process that balances
consensus with critical independence.

Digital Presence and Influence in the Modern
Era

As the media landscape has shifted toward digital platforms, the Boston
Society Film Critics have adapted by expanding their online presence. Their



reviews, award announcements, and critical essays are frequently published on
websites, social media, and streaming discussion panels. This accessibility
allows the BSFC to reach a wider audience, including younger viewers who
consume film content primarily through digital means.

The society’s engagement with online forums and film festivals also enhances
its relevance in a rapidly evolving industry. By participating in events such
as the Boston International Film Festival, the BSFC helps to spotlight
emerging filmmakers and foster community involvement in cinematic arts.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Like many critic organizations, the Boston Society Film Critics face
challenges related to the evolving nature of film consumption and criticism.
The rise of user-generated reviews and social media influencers has shifted
the power dynamics in film evaluation, sometimes diluting the influence of
professional critics.

However, this environment also presents opportunities. The BSFC’s commitment
to in-depth, quality analysis positions it as a trusted authority amidst the
noise. Embracing multimedia content, podcasts, and video reviews could
further enhance its reach and impact.

Challenge: Navigating the crowded digital content space without
sacrificing critical rigor.

Opportunity: Leveraging new media formats to engage broader audiences.

Challenge: Maintaining relevance amid changing audience preferences and
industry trends.

Opportunity: Collaborating with film festivals and educational
institutions to nurture future critics.

The Boston Society Film Critics remain a vital institution in the cinematic
ecosystem, providing thoughtful, regionally nuanced, and culturally relevant
perspectives. Their continued evolution will shape how films are appreciated
and understood in the years to come.

Boston Society Film Critics
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  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Satirical Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  boston society film critics: The Concise Routledge Encyclopedia of the Documentary
Film Ian Aitken, 2013 This reference work explores the history of the documentary film. It discusses
individual films and filmmakers; examines national and regional filmmaking traditions; elaborates on
production companies, organizations, festivals, and institutions; explores themes, issues, and
representations; and describes various styles, techniques, and technical issues.
  boston society film critics: Steven Spielberg Kathi Jackson, 2007-03-30 Steven Spielberg is
hailed as one of the most influential and commercially successful film directors in motion picture
history. Through his role in developing, directing, and driving the special effects of many of the
biggest blockbusters in movie history, includingJaws, Raiders of the Lost Ark, E.T., Saving Private
Ryan, Jurassic Park, Schindler's List, and Minority Report, Spielberg changed the way movies are
made and left an indelible mark on popular culture. This biography traces his rise from shooting
films as a shy young boy with the family's 8 mm camera to his first unpaid job at Universal Studios,
to the rise of DreamWorks, the studio Spielberg founded and quickly turned into a filmmaking
powerhouse. While Spielberg's best work may lie ahead, this compelling biography puts his
legendary career and work to date into perspective by offering analysis and commentary from fans
and critics alike. Whether about an alien lost in suburbia or the battles of World War II, Spielberg
has directed and produced many of the most talked about movies of the past 30 years. Students
interested in the history of film and the filmmaking industry will find this biography endlessly
fascinating.
  boston society film critics: Gus Van Sant Vincent LoBrutto, 2010-06-16 This incisive book
provides an in-depth critical and biographical study of the artistic range of film director Gus Van
Sant. Arranged chronologically, Gus Van Sant: His Own Private Cinema provides a comprehensive
overview of the life and art of this talented director, covering his mainstream, commercial, and
avant-garde projects. More than a biography, the book examines Van Sant's incredibly diverse body
of work, exploring the influence of his open homosexuality; of fine art, literature, and music; and of
the range of cinema styles to which he has been exposed. Stressing Van Sant's wide-ranging
content, genre, style, and cinematic presentation, author Vincent LoBrutto details the filmmaker's
autobiographical tendencies and how he uses the film craft, literature, popular music, and fine arts
to create his movies. The book dissects ways in which each of his films reflects Van Sant's sexual
orientation, whether the individual film has a gay theme or not. Because of its importance to Van
Sant's films, the book also offers a history of gay culture, past and present, covering its influence on
art, music, theater, and dance, as well as community, activism, and prejudice.
  boston society film critics: Altman on Altman David Thompson, 2011-04-07 In Altman on
Altman, one of American cinema's most incorrigible mavericks reflects on a brilliant career. Robert
Altman served a long apprenticeship in movie-making before his great breakthrough, the Korean
War comedy M*A*S*H (1969). It became a huge hit and won the Palme d'Or at Cannes, but also
established Altman's inimitable use of sound and image, and his gift for handling a repertory
company of actors. The 1970s then became Altman's decade, with a string of masterpieces: McCabe
and Mrs Miller, The Long Goodbye, Thieves Like Us, Nashville . . . In the 1980s Altman struggled to
fund his work, but he was restored to prominence in 1992 with The Player, an acerbic take on
Hollywood. Short Cuts, an inspired adaptation of Raymond Carver, and the Oscar-winning Gosford
Park, underscored his comeback. Now he recalls the highs and lows of his career trajectory to David
Thompson in this definitive interview book, part of Faber's widely acclaimed Directors on Directors
series. 'Hearing in his own words in Altman on Altman just how much of his films occur
spontaneously, as a result of last-minute decisions on set, is fascinating . . . For film lovers, this is
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just about indispensable.' Ben Sloan, Metro London
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular French-language Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  boston society film critics: Reel Women Jane Sloan, 2007-03-26 In the last several decades,
the number of films featuring female protagonists has increased significantly. Many of these films
reflect the vast cultural and sociological changes that have taken place since the early 1960s,
highlighting not only a wide spectrum of female characters depicted onscreen, but the creative work
of women behind the camera as well. In Reel Women: An International Directory of Contemporary
Feature Films about Women, media librarian Jane Sloan has assembled an impressive list of more
than 2400 films_from nearly 100 countries_that feature female protagonists. Each entry includes a
brief description of the film and cites key artistic personnel, particularly female directors, producers,
and screenwriters involved in its production. Reel Women also contains a critical survey in which
Sloan charts the changes women have undergone both on screen and off, as moviemaking and
audience sensibilities have evolved in the last forty-plus years. Listing many more films on the
subject of women than can be found in any other source, this reference brings together important
titles from area studies and genre markets along with titles associated with women's cinema and
feminist film. In addition to title and actor indexes, the book contains a subject index that provides
detailed access to place names, historical characters, time periods, and storylines, as well as the
backgrounds_religious, racial, and ethnic_of the main characters. This directory is an ideal reference
tool for researchers studying the evolution of female characters in films around the world, from
Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. It is also a resource for casual viewers who are looking for films that
reflect the diversity of women's roles that can be found in independent and national cinemas as well
as commercial blockbusters.
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular English-language Film Directors
Wikipedia contributors,
  boston society film critics: James Dean Transfigured Claudia Springer, 2013-05-17 After
the death of James Dean in 1955, the figure of the teen rebel permeated the globe, and its presence
is still felt in the twenty-first century. Rebel iconography—which does not have to resemble James
Dean himself, but merely incorporates his disaffected attitude—has become an advertising mainstay
used to sell an array of merchandise and messages. Despite being overused in advertisements, it still
has the power to surprise when used by authors and filmmakers in innovative and provocative ways.
The rebel figure has mass appeal precisely because of its ambiguities; it can mean anything to
anyone. The global appropriation of rebel iconography has invested it with fresh meanings. Author
Claudia Springer succeeds here in analyzing both ends of the spectrum—the rebel icon as a tool in
upholding capitalism's cycle of consumption, and as a challenge to that cycle and its accompanying
beliefs. In this groundbreaking study of rebel iconography in international popular culture, Springer
studies a variety of texts from the United States and abroad that use this imagery in contrasting and
thought-provoking ways. Using a cultural studies approach, she analyzes films, fiction, poems, Web
sites, and advertisements to determine the extent to which the icon's adaptations have been
effective as a response to the actual social problems affecting contemporary adolescents around the
world.
  boston society film critics: Reeled In: Pre-existing Music in Narrative Film Jonathan
Godsall, 2018-10-09 How and why is pre-existing music used in films? What effects can its use have
on films and their audiences? And what lasting impact can appropriation have on the music? Reeled
In is a comprehensive exploration of these questions, considering the cinematic quotation of
Beethoven symphonies, Beatles songs, and Herrmann scores alike in films ranging from the early
sound era to the present day, and in every role from ‘main title theme’ to ‘music playing in bar’.
Incorporating a discussion of such factors as copyright and commerce alongside examination of texts
and their effects, this broad study is a significant contribution to the scholarship on music in screen
media, demonstrating that pre-existing music possesses unique attributes that can affect both how
filmmakers construct their works and how audiences receive them, to an extent regardless of the



music’s style, genre, and so on. This book also situates the reception of music by film, and by
audiences experiencing that music through film, as significant processes within present-day culture,
while more generally providing an illuminating case study of the kinds of borrowings, adaptations,
and reinventions that characterize much of today’s art and entertainment.
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Spanish-language Films Wikipedia
contributors,
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Crime Drama Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular 2010s Fantasy Films Wikipedia
contributors,
  boston society film critics: The Movie Lovers' Club Cathleen Rountree, 2011-02-09 Large
screen TVs and full-line DVD services have liberated movie lovers from fear of parking and stale
popcorn. Across the country, movie lovers are staying in and creating their own version of book
clubs — but without the homework. The Movie Lovers’ Club — the only guide for movie nights with
friends — motivates readers to form their own Lovers’ Club clubs to explore the more than 100
excellent film suggestions, summaries, critical reviews, and insider anecdotes. Author Cathleen
Rountree offers a year’s worth of must-see classic, contemporary, independent, and foreign films
and provocative discussion questions to keep the cinematic conversation lively. With everything
readers need to know to start a Movie Lovers’ Club, the book’s selections run the gamut and include
powerful films such as To Kill a Mockingbird, Henry and June, and Real Women Have Curves.
Whether you need advice for a political group, a girls’ night out party, or a band of indie film
devotees, movie watching reaches new depths with ideas on where, when, and how to launch a film
group.
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Canadian Films Wikipedia
contributors,
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Romantic Drama
Films Wikipedia contributors,
  boston society film critics: Focus On: 100 Most Popular 2010s Comedy-drama Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  boston society film critics: Scorsese Jim Sangster, 2012-08-31 Martin Scorsese’s obsession
with sin and redemption, conflict and violence runs through much of his work. This essential guide
to Scorsese explores his career from his early student works, including It’s Not Just You, Murray!:
through his personal examinations of his Italian American heritage in Mean Streets, Italianamerican
and Goodfellas: the extreme violence of Raging Bull, Taxi Driver and Cape Fear: and the religious
themes – from a director who originally wanted to be a priest – of The Last Temptation of Christ and
Kundun. Including all Scorsese’s films up to Gangs of New York, this is a comprehensive study of the
work of this widely respected film maker. Also covering his influences, the controversy surrounding
his films, exhaustive music lists and long-time collaborations, this is an extensive analysis of the
most consistently passionate, committed and inventive film director of the last thirty years.
  boston society film critics: The Best Old Movies for Families Ty Burr, 2008-12-10 If a child
can watch Barney, can’t that same child also enjoy watching Charlie Chaplin or the Marx Brothers?
And as they get older, wouldn’t they grow to like screwball comedies (His Girl Friday), women’s
weepies (Imitation of Life), and westerns (The Searchers)? The answer is that they’ll follow because
they’ll have learned that “old” does not necessarily mean “next channel, please.”Here is an
impassioned and eminently readable guide that introduces the delights of the golden age of movies.
Ty Burr has come up with a winning prescription for children brought up on Hollywood junk food.
FOR THE LITTLE ONES (Ages 3—6): Fast-paced movies that are simple without being
unsophisticated, plainspoken without being dumbed down. Singin’ in the Rain and Bringing Up Baby
are perfect.FOR THE ONES IN BETWEEN (Ages 7—12): “Killer stories,” placing easily grasped
characters in situations that start simply and then throw curveballs. The African Queen and Some
Like It Hot do the job well.FOR THE OLDER ONES (Ages 13+): Burr recommends relating old



movies to teens’ contemporary favorites: without Hitchcock, there could be no The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre, without Brando, no Johnny Depp.
  boston society film critics: The Silence of the Lambs Cynthia J. Miller, 2016-10-27 One of
only three films to-date to win Academy Awards in all five major categories, The Silence of the
Lambs marked a sea change in horror films when it debuted, shifting the genre from teen slasher
fare of the 1970s to the sophisticated psychological horror that characterizes acclaimed films today.
Praised by some as the first true feminist thriller, it has drawn criticism from others for perpetuating
narratives of crimes against women and demonizing its queer character. Regardless of the
controversy, this film is a perennial favorite and even made it into AFI’s list of top 100 movies of all
time. In The Silence of the Lambs: Critical Essays on a Cannibal, Clarice, and a Nice Chianti, editor
Cynthia J. Miller compiles fifteen essays, contributed by authors from a wide range of disciplines,
which are divided into three sections, each approaching the film from a different vantage point:
“Situating the Silence” looks at the film in its cultural and historical context—as an adaptation,
popular culture icon, and as an element in genre and character history; “Dissecting Evil” takes a
closer look at portrayals of evil in the film, in both Hannibal Lecter and Buffalo Bill; and “Minds,
Hearts, and Body Parts” offers critical explorations of gender, patriarchy, class, Orientalism, and
humor as lenses for continued contemporary analysis of this classic film. Written accessibly, this
collection of essays also introduces readers to forensics, semantics, and the psychology of serial
killers. The Silence of the Lambs: Critical Essays on a Cannibal, Clarice, and a Nice Chianti will be of
interest to scholars and fans of horror, thriller, and crime drama films, as well as those interested in
film history and the legacy of “Hannibal the Cannibal” in popular culture.
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