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Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam: Your Gateway to Nursing School Success

kaplan pre nursing exam is often the first major hurdle for aspiring nurses looking to enter nursing
programs. This exam serves as a crucial assessment tool, designed to evaluate the readiness of candidates in
areas essential for nursing education. Whether you are a high school graduate aiming for an associate
degree in nursing, or someone seeking entry into a bachelor’s program, understanding what the Kaplan

pre nursing exam entails can significantly improve your chances of success.

In this article, we’ll delve into the details of the Kaplan pre nursing exam, exploring its structure, the
subjects it covers, effective preparation strategies, and tips to help you feel confident on test day. If you’re
gearing up for this important test, read on to learn everything you need to know to approach it with

confidence.

What Is the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam?

The Kaplan pre nursing exam is a standardized test developed by Kaplan, a well-known educational
services company. It’s widely used by nursing schools across the United States as a pre-admission assessment
to screen applicants. The goal of this exam is to evaluate foundational knowledge and critical thinking skills

necessary for success in nursing programs.

Unlike some other entrance exams, the Kaplan pre nursing exam focuses not only on academic knowledge
but also on cognitive abilities that are essential for nursing, such as reading comprehension, math skills, and
science understanding. Schools use the results to identify candidates who are most likely to thrive in their

rigorous nursing curriculum.

Contents and Structure of the Kaplan Exam

The Kaplan pre nursing exam typically consists of several sections that assess different academic areas:

- ¥*Reading Comprehension:** This section tests your ability to understand and analyze written passages,
which is crucial for interpreting patient charts and medical literature.

- ¥*Mathematics:** Focuses on basic arithmetic, algebra, and sometimes more advanced topics like ratios and
proportions, which are vital for medication calculations.

- ¥Science:** Covers fundamental biology and chemistry concepts related to human anatomy, physiology,
and general science principles.

- ¥*Writing Skills:** Some versions include a writing or essay component to evaluate your ability to



communicate effectively in written form.

Each section is timed, and the overall exam usually takes around 2 to 3 hours to complete. The format is
mostly multiple-choice, but some schools may include short answer or essay questions depending on their

specific requirements.

Why Do Nursing Schools Use the Kaplan Exam?

Nursing programs are highly competitive, and schools want to admit students who are equipped to handle
the demanding coursework. The Kaplan pre nursing exam provides a standardized way to assess a student’s

academic preparedness.

Admissions committees look for candidates who demonstrate strong critical thinking, problem-solving
abilities, and a solid grasp of science and math concepts. Because nursing involves a high level of
responsibility and precision, having students who can excel in these areas increases the likelihood of their

success both in school and in clinical practice.

Additionally, some nursing schools use Kaplan exam scores to determine placement in their programs or to

identify students who may benefit from additional academic support or tutoring.

Differences Between Kaplan and Other Nursing Entrance Exams

While the Kaplan pre nursing exam is popular, it’s not the only exam used for nursing school admissions.
The HESI Admission Assessment (A2) and the TEAS (Test of Essential Academic Skills) are also commonly

used. Here’s a quick comparison:

| Exam | Focus Areas | Format | Popularity |

[ N —— R —— [ —— |
| Kaplan Exam | Reading, Math, Science, Writing | Multiple-choice, essay (sometimes) | Widely used |

| HESI A2 | Reading, Math, Science, Vocabulary, Grammar | Multiple-choice | Very popular |
| TEAS | Reading, Math, Science, English | Multiple-choice | Widely used |

Choosing between these exams usually depends on the nursing school’s preference. It’s important to check

the specific requirements of the programs you’re applying to.

How to Prepare for the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam

Preparing for the Kaplan pre nursing exam doesn’t have to be overwhelming. With a strategic approach,



you can maximize your study time and boost your confidence.

Understand the Test Format and Content

Start by familiarizing yourself with the exam structure and the types of questions you’ll face. Kaplan offers
practice tests and study guides that mimic the actual exam format. Taking a diagnostic test early on helps

identify your strengths and weaknesses, allowing you to focus your studies effectively.

Create a Study Plan

Consistency is key when preparing for any standardized test. Develop a study schedule that breaks down
all the content areas over several weeks or months, depending on your timeline. Make sure to allocate time

for:

- Reviewing key science topics, especially human anatomy and physiology
- Practicing math problems, including medication dosage calculations
- Enhancing reading comprehension skills through medical articles or passages

- Writing practice essays if applicable

Use Quality Study Resources

Since the exam is designed by Kaplan, their official prep materials are often the best place to start. These

include:

- Kaplan’s Pre-Nursing Admission Test book
- Online practice exams and quizzes

- Flashcards for science and math concepts

Additionally, many nursing forums and student groups share tips and resources that can provide valuable

insights.

Practice Critical Thinking and Test-Taking Skills

Nursing exams are not just about memorizing facts; they also assess your ability to apply knowledge in
practical scenarios. Work on practice questions that require reasoning and decision-making. Time yourself

to simulate test conditions and improve your pacing.



Seek Support When Needed

If you find certain subjects especially challenging, consider joining a study group or seeking tutoring. Many
community colleges and online platforms offer prep courses specifically for the Kaplan pre nursing exam.
Sometimes, discussing difficult topics with peers or instructors can clarify concepts more effectively than

solo study.

Tips for Exam Day Success

Feeling prepared is half the battle. On the day of the Kaplan pre nursing exam, keep these pointers in

mind:

- *¥*Get a good night’s sleep:** Being well-rested helps your concentration and reduces anxiety.

- ¥*Arrive early:** Give yourself plenty of time to check in and settle down before the test begins.

- ¥Read questions carefully:** Avoid rushing through questions; sometimes answers are hidden in the
details.

- ¥*Manage your time:** Keep an eye on the clock but don’t rush. If you’re stuck, move on and come back
later.

- **Stay calm and focused:** Deep breathing and positive self-talk can help keep nerves at bay.

The Impact of Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam Scores on Your

Nursing Journey

Your performance on the Kaplan pre nursing exam can influence your admission chances, scholarship
opportunities, and even how nursing programs tailor their support for you. A strong score not only boosts

your confidence but also signals to schools that you’re ready for the challenges ahead.

If your scores aren’t where you want them to be, remember that many schools allow retakes or provide

remedial courses. Use your results as a learning tool and a motivation to strengthen your knowledge base.

Beyond the Exam: Skills That Matter in Nursing School

While the Kaplan pre nursing exam focuses on academic skills, nursing school success also depends on
qualities like empathy, communication, and resilience. Developing these alongside your exam preparation

will better equip you for the holistic demands of nursing education and patient care.



By understanding the Kaplan pre nursing exam and preparing thoroughly, you’re taking an important step
toward a rewarding career in nursing. Keep your goals in sight, stay disciplined in your studies, and

remember that every nurse started right where you are now.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam?

The Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam is a standardized test designed to assess the academic readiness of

prospective nursing students in areas such as math, reading, and science.

How can I prepare for the Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam?

To prepare for the Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam, review core subjects including biology, chemistry, math,
and reading comprehension. Utilize Kaplan's official study guides, practice tests, and consider online prep

courses.

‘What subjects are covered on the Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam?

The exam typically covers math, reading comprehension, and science topics such as biology and chemistry

relevant to nursing studies.

What is a good score on the Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam?

A good score varies by nursing program requirements, but generally, scoring above the 70th percentile can

improve your chances of admission.

How long is the Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam and what is the format?

The Kaplan Pre-Nursing Exam usually lasts about 2 to 3 hours and consists of multiple-choice questions

divided into sections on math, reading, and science.

Additional Resources

Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

kaplan pre nursing exam has become a pivotal step for many aspiring nurses aiming to enter nursing
programs across the United States. As competition for nursing school admission intensifies, standardized
assessments like the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam serve as essential filters to evaluate candidates' readiness for

the rigorous academic and clinical demands of nursing education. This article delves into the structure,



content, benefits, and potential limitations of the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam, providing prospective test-

takers and educators with an in-depth understanding of its role in nursing admissions.

Understanding the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam

The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam, often referred to as the Kaplan Nursing Entrance Test (K-NET), is
designed to assess foundational knowledge and critical thinking skills necessary for success in nursing
programs. Administered by Kaplan, a well-established leader in educational testing and preparation, the
exam evaluates candidates in areas such as mathematics, reading comprehension, science, and sometimes

writing skills. These domains directly reflect the core competencies required in nursing curricula.

Unlike the NCLEX, which is taken after completion of a nursing program to obtain licensure, the Kaplan
Pre Nursing Exam functions as an entry-level assessment. It helps nursing schools identify applicants who
possess the academic aptitude to thrive in their programs. Many institutions integrate the Kaplan exam

results into their admissions criteria, alongside GPA and other qualifications.

Exam Structure and Content Breakdown

The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam typically encompasses multiple-choice questions segmented into key

subject areas:

o Mathematics: This section tests arithmetic, algebra, ratios, and basic statistics, reflecting the

quantitative skills nurses need for dosage calculations and data interpretation.

¢ Reading Comprehension: Candidates analyze passages and answer questions to demonstrate their
ability to understand and interpret written information, a critical skill for following complex medical

instructions and documentation.

¢ Science: The science portion includes questions on biology, chemistry, anatomy, and physiology,

providing a gauge of the applicant’s grasp of scientific concepts essential to nursing practice.

o Writing (Optional): Some versions of the exam include an essay component to assess communication

skills, though this is less common.

The exam length and exact composition can vary by institution, but most tests last between 2 to 3 hours.

Scores are usually reported as percentile ranks or scaled scores, allowing schools to compare applicants fairly.



The Role of Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam in Nursing Education

Admissions

With increasing demand for nursing education, schools are seeking reliable and valid means to evaluate

prospective students. The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam offers several advantages in this context:

Standardized Assessment for Fair Comparison

By administering a uniform test, nursing programs can assess candidates from diverse educational
backgrounds on a level playing field. This standardization mitigates disparities arising from differences in

high school curricula or grading systems, especially important in competitive admissions environments.

Prediction of Academic Success

Several studies have explored the predictive validity of the Kaplan exam, correlating higher scores with
better performance in nursing courses and licensure exams. While no single test can guarantee success, the

Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam provides schools with data-driven insights into applicants' preparedness.

Preparation and Resources

Kaplan, known for its extensive test prep services, offers a variety of preparatory materials for examinees.
These include practice tests, review books, online courses, and tutoring options. Access to these resources

can significantly enhance a candidate's confidence and performance on the exam.

Evaluating the Pros and Cons of the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam

While the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam is widely respected, it is important to consider its strengths and

limitations from multiple perspectives.

Advantages

¢ Comprehensive Coverage: The exam’s focus on math, science, and reading reflects essential nursing



competencies.

¢ Widely Recognized: Many nursing schools accept or require Kaplan exam scores, making it a

valuable credential.
¢ Preparation Support: Kaplan’s robust preparatory materials help level the playing field for applicants.

¢ Objective Measurement: Standardized scoring minimizes subjective biases in admissions decisions.

Potential Drawbacks

e Test Anxiety: Like many standardized tests, the Kaplan exam can induce stress that may not

accurately reflect an applicant’s true abilities.
e Cost: Fees for the exam and preparation materials can be a barrier for some candidates.

¢ Limited Scope: While academic skills are tested, the exam does not assess interpersonal skills or

passion for nursing, which are also critical.

¢ Variability Among Schools: Not all nursing programs use the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam, which may

cause confusion for applicants applying to multiple institutions.

Comparing the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam with Other Entrance
Tests

Nursing school applicants may encounter alternative entrance exams such as the TEAS (Test of Essential
Academic Skills) or HESI Admission Assessment. Comparing these with the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam
highlights nuanced differences:

¢ Content Similarities: All three exams assess math, reading, and science, though the TEAS and HESI
may include additional sections like English and vocabulary.

e Test Format: The Kaplan exam often offers flexible testing options, including online proctored tests,

whereas TEAS and HESI are usually administered in person.



e Acceptance: TEAS tends to be more widely accepted nationally, though Kaplan is preferred by

certain institutions.

¢ Preparation Resources: Kaplan is known for extensive prep courses, while ATI provides robust HESI

prep, and the TEAS has multiple third-party study aids.

Choosing the most suitable test depends on the specific nursing schools’ requirements and the applicant’s

personal strengths.

Strategic Tips for Success on the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam

For candidates preparing to take the Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam, strategic preparation is key to maximizing

performance:

1. Understand the Test Format: Familiarize yourself with the types of questions and time constraints.

2. Review Core Subjects: Focus on math fundamentals, biological sciences, and reading comprehension

techniques.
3. Utilize Kaplan Prep Materials: Engage with practice tests and online modules to identify weaknesses.

4. Develop Test-Taking Skills: Learn to manage time efficiently and approach multiple-choice questions
methodically.

5. Simulate Test Conditions: Take full-length practice exams under timed settings to build stamina and

reduce anxiety.

Employing these strategies can boost confidence and improve scores, enhancing chances for admission into

competitive nursing programs.

The Kaplan Pre Nursing Exam continues to play a critical role in shaping the future nursing workforce by
providing a measurable standard for academic readiness. As the healthcare landscape evolves, so too will the
tools used to select the next generation of nurses, but for now, Kaplan remains a cornerstone in nursing

admissions testing.
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220 additional practice questions, 60+ minutes of new video tutorials, and a digital copy of the book.
With NCLEX-RN Prep Plus 2019 you can study on-the-go. Log in from anywhere to watch video
tutorials, review strategies, and take your online practice test. Proven Strategies. Realistic Practice.
10 critical thinking pathways to break down what exam questions are asking 8 end-of-chapter
practice sets to help you put critical thinking principles into action 2 full-length practice tests to
gauge your progress—one in the book, one online Detailed rationales for all answer choices, correct
and incorrect Techniques for mastering the computer adaptive test format Expert Guidance In-depth
content review, organized along the exam's Client Needs framework 60+ minutes of video tutorials
on the ins and outs of the NCLEX-RN Kaplan's Learning Engineers and expert psychometricians
ensure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test We invented test prep—Kaplan
(www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and our proven strategies have helped
legions of students achieve their dreams

kaplan pre nursing exam: NCLEX-RN Premier 2017 with 2 Practice Tests Kaplan Nursing,
2017-01-03 Score higher with 600+ practice questions, 60 min. of video tutorials, 10 critical
thinking paths, 8 practice tests--Front cover.

kaplan pre nursing exam: NCLEX-PN Prep Plus Kaplan Nursing, 2020-03-03 The NCLEX-PN
exam is not just about what you know—it's about how you think. Kaplan's NCLEX-PN Prep Plus uses
expert critical thinking strategies and targeted sample questions to help you put your expertise into
practice, apply the knowledge you’'ve gained in real-life situations, and face the exam with
confidence. In NCLEX-PN Prep Plus, Kaplan's all-star nursing faculty teaches you essential
strategies and critical-thinking techniques you need to apply your knowledge. Proven Strategies.
Realistic Practice. 9 critical thinking pathways to break down what exam questions are asking 6
end-of-chapter practice sets to help you put critical thinking principles into action 2 full-length
practice tests to gauge your progress—one in the book, one online Detailed rationales for all answer
choices, correct and incorrect Techniques for mastering the computer adaptive test format Expert
Guidance In-depth content review, organized along the exam's Client Needs framework 60 minutes
of video tutorials on the ins and outs of the NCLEX-PN Kaplan's learning engineers and expert
psychometricians ensure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test We invented
test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and our proven
strategies have helped legions of students achieve their dreams With NCLEX-PN Prep Plus you can
study on-the-go. Log in from anywhere to watch video tutorials, review strategies, and take your
online practice test.

kaplan pre nursing exam: NCLEX-RN Prep Plus Kaplan Nursing, 2020-03-03 The NCLEX-RN
exam is not just about what you know—it's about how you think. Kaplan's NCLEX-RN Prep Plus uses
expert critical thinking strategies and targeted sample questions to help you put your expertise into
practice and face the exam with confidence. This edition also identifies 7 NGN question types being
developed by the NCSBN and breaks down, step-by-step, how to approach and answer each type.
Proven Strategies. Realistic Practice. 10 critical thinking pathways to break down what exam
questions are asking 8 end-of-chapter practice sets to help you put critical thinking principles into
action and apply the medical knowledge you've gained in real-life situations 2 full-length practice




tests to gauge your progress—one in the book, one online Detailed rationales for all answer choices,
correct and incorrect Techniques for mastering the computer adaptive test format Expert Guidance
In-depth content review, organized along the exam's Client Needs framework 60+ minutes of video
tutorials on the ins and outs of the NCLEX-RN Kaplan's learning engineers and expert
psychometricians ensure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test We invented
test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and our proven
strategies have helped legions of students achieve their dreams

kaplan pre nursing exam: NCLEX-PN Prep Plus 2018 Kaplan Nursing, 2018-02-06 The
NCLEX-PN exam is not just about what you know—it’s about how you think. Kaplan’s NCLEX-PN
Prep Plus 2018 uses expert critical thinking strategies and targeted sample questions to help you
put your expertise into practice and ace the exam! The NCLEX-PN exam tests how you'll apply the
medical knowledge you’'ve gained in real-life situations. In NCLEX-PN Prep Plus 2018, Kaplan's
all-star nursing faculty teaches you 9 critical thinking pathways to help you break down what exam
questions are asking. Six chapters end with practice sets to help you put these critical thinking
principles into action. Get everything in the NCLEX-PN Prep 2018 package, plus one more practice
test online, additional practice questions, 60 minutes of video tutorials, and a digital copy of the
book. With NCLEX-PN Prep Plus 2018 you can study on-the-go. Log in from anywhere to watch video
tutorials, review strategies, and take your online practice test. Proven Strategies. Realistic Practice.
* 9 critical thinking pathways to break down what exam questions are asking * 6 end-of-chapter
practice sets to help you put critical thinking principles into action * 2 full-length practice tests to
gauge your progress—one in the book, one online * Detailed rationales for all answer choices,
correct and incorrect * Techniques for mastering the computer adaptive test format Expert
Guidance * In-depth content review, organized along the exam’s “Client Needs” framework * 60
minutes of video tutorials on the ins and outs of the NCLEX-PN * Kaplan’s Learning Engineers and
expert psychometricians ensure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test. * We
invented test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for almost 80 years. Our
proven strategies have helped legions of students achieve their dreams.

kaplan pre nursing exam: NCLEX-PN Prep 2018 Kaplan Nursing, 2018-02-06 The
NCLEX-PN exam is not just about what you know—it’s about how you think. Kaplan’s NCLEX-PN
Prep 2018 uses expert critical thinking strategies and targeted sample questions to help you put
your expertise into practice and ace the exam! The NCLEX-PN exam tests how you'll apply the
medical knowledge you’'ve gained in real-life situations. In NCLEX-PN Prep 2018, Kaplan'’s all-star
nursing faculty teaches you 9 critical thinking pathways to help you think like a nurse. Six chapters
end with practice sets to help you put these critical thinking principles into action. Proven
Strategies. Realistic Practice. * 9 critical thinking pathways to break down what exam questions are
asking * 6 end-of-chapter practice sets to help you put critical thinking principles into action *
Full-length practice test * Detailed rationales for all answer choices, correct and incorrect *
Techniques for mastering the computer adaptive test format Expert Guidance * In-depth content
review, organized along the exam’s “Client Needs” framework * Kaplan’s Learning Engineers and
expert psychometricians ensure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test. * We
invented test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for almost 80 years. Our
proven strategies have helped legions of students achieve their dreams.

kaplan pre nursing exam: AIIMS Delhi Staff Nurse Exam | All India Institute of Medical
Sciences | 10 Full-length Mock Tests (2000+ Solved Questions) EduGorilla Prep Experts, 2022-08-03
* Best Selling Book for AIIMS Delhi Staff Nurse Exam with objective-type questions as per the latest
syllabus given by the All India Institute of Medical Sciences. * Compare your performance with other
students using Smart Answer Sheets in EduGorilla’s AIIMS Delhi Staff Nurse Exam Practice Kit. ¢
AIIMS Delhi Staff Nurse Exam Preparation Kit comes with 10 Mock Tests with the best quality
content. ¢ Increase your chances of selection by 14X. ¢ AIIMS Delhi Staff Nurse Exam Prep Kit
comes with well-structured and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions. ¢ Clear exam with
good grades using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.




kaplan pre nursing exam: Kaplan NCLEX-RN 2010-2011 Edition Barbara ]J. Irwin, Judith A.
Burckhardt, 2010-03-09 Completely updated to reflect April 2010 test plan changes To become a
registered nurse (RN) in the United States, nursing school graduates must pass the NCLEX-RN.
Each year, nearly a quarter of a million nursing students take this exam. Kaplan NCLEX-RN is the
only book to combine its unique strategy guide with a comprehensive review designed to meet the
challenges of this rigorous exam, including: Two practice tests (one in the book and one online)
Detailed answer explanations In-depth analysis of NCLEX-RN question types Review of alternate
question types Strategies play an important role in passing the NCLEX-RN, which is a critical
thinking test requiring students to go beyond simply recognizing facts. In this guide, test-takers will
have access to the most effective methods available to guarantee a passing score. With a bold, fresh
user-friendly design and more of the most challenging questions, readers of Kaplan NCLEX-RN will
be assured and confident on test day.
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