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John Wyndham The Day of the Triffids: A Timeless Classic of Post-Apocalyptic Fiction

john wyndham the day of the triffids is a phrase that immediately evokes images of a haunting, post-

apocalyptic world where humanity grapples with survival against both environmental catastrophe and

an unusual botanical menace. Published in 1951, John Wyndham’s novel *The Day of the Triffids*

remains a cornerstone of science fiction literature, blending thrilling storytelling with profound social

commentary. Whether you’re a longtime fan of dystopian narratives or new to Wyndham’s work, this

novel offers a richly layered experience that continues to resonate decades after its release.

Understanding John Wyndham and His Influence

Before diving into *The Day of the Triffids*, it’s worth exploring who John Wyndham was and what set

him apart as a science fiction writer. Born John Wyndham Parkes Lucas Beynon Harris in 1903,

Wyndham wrote under several pen names before settling on “John Wyndham.” His style is often

characterized by a subtle mix of the ordinary and the extraordinary, combining everyday English

settings with bizarre, often unsettling scenarios.

Wyndham’s influence extends beyond just his storytelling abilities. His novels frequently probe into

human nature, societal structures, and the fragile veneer of civilization. *The Day of the Triffids*

exemplifies this approach, setting a new standard for post-apocalyptic tales that focus as much on

character development and moral dilemmas as on the speculative elements.

Exploring The Day of the Triffids: Plot and Themes

At its core, *The Day of the Triffids* is about a catastrophic event that blinds most of the world’s



population overnight, leaving them vulnerable to a species of aggressive, carnivorous plants called

triffids. These triffids, capable of movement and equipped with deadly stingers, become a terrifying

threat in the chaos that follows. The protagonist, Bill Masen, a biologist with immunity to the plants’

venom, navigates this new world filled with blindness, fear, and societal collapse.

The Apocalyptic Setting

What makes *The Day of the Triffids* particularly gripping is the realistic yet imaginative setting.

Wyndham doesn’t rely on alien invasions or nuclear war like many contemporaneous science fiction

stories. Instead, the disaster stems from a cosmic event—an unusual meteor shower—that blinds

people globally. This unique premise grounds the story in a plausible scenario, making the unfolding

chaos feel all the more immediate.

Human Nature Under Duress

Beyond the triffids themselves, Wyndham’s novel delves into how people react when their world is

turned upside down. Themes of trust, leadership, and survival ethics permeate the narrative. The book

asks hard questions: How far will individuals go to survive? What happens to societal norms when law

and order disappear? These explorations elevate the novel beyond a simple monster story to a

thoughtful examination of humanity under pressure.

Why John Wyndham The Day of the Triffids Still Matters Today

Decades after its initial publication, *The Day of the Triffids* continues to attract readers and inspire

adaptations. Its themes of environmental disaster, bioengineering gone wrong, and societal breakdown

feel especially relevant in today’s world, where concerns about pandemics, climate change, and

technological risks loom large.



Environmental and Ethical Warnings

The triffids themselves are an intriguing symbol. Originally cultivated as a source of valuable oil, these

plants remind readers of the unintended consequences that can arise from tampering with nature. This

cautionary aspect of the novel invites reflection on humanity’s relationship with the environment—a

topic that has only grown in importance over time.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

*The Day of the Triffids* has been adapted into various formats, including radio dramas, television

series, and films. Each adaptation offers a slightly different take on the story but retains the core

elements that make Wyndham’s work enduring. For new audiences, these adaptations serve as

accessible entry points into the novel’s rich narrative world.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Day of the Triffids

If you’re approaching *The Day of the Triffids* for the first time, here are a few pointers to enhance

your reading experience:

Pay attention to the social dynamics: Notice how Wyndham portrays different characters’

responses to the apocalypse. Their interactions reveal much about human nature and societal

structures.

Consider the historical context: Written in the aftermath of World War II, the novel reflects

anxieties of that era, including fears of mass destruction and societal collapse.

Reflect on the symbolism of the triffids: These creatures are more than just monsters; they



represent the unforeseen dangers of scientific progress and environmental manipulation.

Enjoy the blend of genres: The novel combines elements of thriller, science fiction, and social

commentary, providing a multifaceted reading experience.

John Wyndham The Day of the Triffids in the Landscape of

Science Fiction

In the broader context of science fiction, *The Day of the Triffids* occupies a special place. Unlike the

space operas or futuristic utopias common in the genre, Wyndham’s work is grounded in a near-future

Earth, making the speculative elements feel believable and immediate. His influence can be seen in

many later works that explore post-apocalyptic survival and the collapse of civilization, from Stephen

King’s *The Stand* to the *28 Days Later* film.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Wyndham’s approach to storytelling—combining accessible prose with complex ideas—helps explain

why *The Day of the Triffids* endures. It appeals not only to science fiction enthusiasts but also to

readers interested in human psychology, ethics, and environmental concerns. The novel’s ability to

engage with these themes without sacrificing suspense or entertainment is a hallmark of Wyndham’s

skill.

Final Thoughts on John Wyndham The Day of the Triffids

Delving into *The Day of the Triffids* is more than just reading a story about killer plants; it’s an



invitation to explore the fragile balance between humanity and nature, the resilience of the human

spirit, and the consequences of scientific hubris. John Wyndham crafted a narrative that is as thought-

provoking as it is thrilling, making it a must-read for anyone fascinated by the complexities of dystopian

fiction.

Whether you’re revisiting this classic or discovering it for the first time, *The Day of the Triffids* offers

a compelling journey into a world where survival hinges on adaptability, cooperation, and the will to

overcome. It’s a testament to John Wyndham’s enduring legacy that his vision continues to captivate

and challenge readers, reminding us all of the delicate threads that hold our world together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of John Wyndham's 'The Day of the

Triffids'?

The central theme of 'The Day of the Triffids' is survival in a post-apocalyptic world, exploring human

resilience, morality, and the consequences of scientific hubris.

How do the Triffids in the novel symbolize environmental or scientific

concerns?

The Triffids symbolize the dangers of unchecked scientific experimentation and the potential for nature

to become hostile when disrupted by human actions, reflecting mid-20th century anxieties about

genetic engineering and ecological imbalance.

What role does the protagonist, Bill Masen, play in the story?

Bill Masen serves as the narrator and protagonist who provides a first-person account of the

catastrophe caused by the Triffids, guiding readers through the challenges of blindness and societal

collapse while striving to rebuild civilization.



How does 'The Day of the Triffids' reflect Cold War-era fears?

The novel reflects Cold War-era fears through its depiction of sudden disaster, loss of control, and the

collapse of society, mirroring anxieties about nuclear war, technological threats, and the fragility of

human civilization.

What impact has 'The Day of the Triffids' had on science fiction

literature?

'The Day of the Triffids' is considered a classic in science fiction, influencing the post-apocalyptic genre

with its blend of suspense, social commentary, and exploration of human versus nature conflicts,

inspiring numerous adaptations and works addressing ecological and ethical issues.

Additional Resources

John Wyndham The Day of the Triffids: A Timeless Exploration of Post-Apocalyptic Survival

john wyndham the day of the triffids stands as a seminal work in the landscape of science fiction

literature, blending speculative fiction with gripping narrative and profound social commentary.

Published in 1951, this novel not only cemented John Wyndham’s reputation as a master storyteller

but also introduced readers to a chilling vision of a world undone by nature’s vengeance and

humanity’s vulnerability. As an enduring classic, The Day of the Triffids continues to captivate

audiences, prompting reflection on ecological balance, human resilience, and the fragile veneer of

civilization.

The Genesis of a Post-Apocalyptic Classic

John Wyndham, a British author known for his distinctive approach to speculative fiction, crafted The

Day of the Triffids as a response to the anxieties of the post-World War II era. Unlike his



contemporaries who often focused on extraterrestrial invasions or technological dystopias, Wyndham’s

narrative centered on an ecological disaster triggered by genetically modified plants—triffids—that

become deadly predators in a suddenly sightless world.

The novel’s premise is profoundly original: a celestial event blinds most of humanity while

simultaneously unleashing the triffids, carnivorous plants capable of movement and lethal stings. This

fusion of biological horror and human catastrophe sets the stage for an intense exploration of survival,

morality, and societal collapse.

In-Depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative Structure

Human Vulnerability and Survival Instincts

At its core, The Day of the Triffids investigates the fragility of human life when stripped of societal

structures and basic abilities like sight. The protagonist, Bill Masen, offers a lens through which

readers experience the transition from normalcy to chaos. His unique immunity to blindness positions

him as both a survivor and a reluctant leader in a world where trust is scarce and dangers abound.

Wyndham meticulously portrays the breakdown of social order and the instinctual drive for survival.

The narrative delves into how individuals and groups adapt, improvise, and sometimes exploit others in

the struggle to endure. This theme resonates with contemporary readers as it mirrors real-world crises

where infrastructure and governance are compromised.

Ecological and Ethical Implications

The triffids themselves symbolize the unintended consequences of human scientific intervention.

Originally bred for their valuable oil, these plants represent a double-edged sword—an innovation that



turns catastrophic. Wyndham’s depiction of the triffids invites contemplation on humanity’s relationship

with nature, ethical stewardship, and the risks of playing god.

Moreover, the novel raises questions about humanity’s arrogance in assuming control over nature. The

sudden blindness epidemic—implied to be caused by a meteor shower—parallels the unpredictable

forces of the environment that humans often underestimate. This ecological cautionary tale remains

relevant amid modern discussions on genetic engineering and environmental sustainability.

Societal Reconstruction and Power Dynamics

The Day of the Triffids also explores how societies rebuild—or fail to rebuild—after collapse. Throughout

the novel, various groups emerge with differing visions for governance, ranging from authoritarian

collectives to anarchic bands. Wyndham scrutinizes the dynamics of power, cooperation, and conflict in

the absence of established institutions.

Bill Masen’s journey highlights the tension between self-preservation and communal responsibility. His

interactions reflect broader questions about leadership legitimacy and the ethical dilemmas inherent in

rebuilding civilization. This aspect of the narrative underscores the complexity of human nature and the

varied responses to crisis.

Comparative Perspectives: Wyndham’s Work in Context

The Day of the Triffids is often compared to other post-apocalyptic novels such as Richard Matheson’s

I Am Legend (1954) and George R. Stewart’s Earth Abides (1949). While Matheson’s work focuses on

vampirism as a metaphor for isolation and survival, and Stewart’s explores cultural evolution after a

pandemic, Wyndham’s novel uniquely combines botanical horror with societal collapse.

Unlike many dystopian narratives that rely heavily on technological failures or political tyranny,

Wyndham’s approach is grounded in biological and environmental disaster. This sets The Day of the



Triffids apart, providing a nuanced exploration of human dependency on nature and the consequences

of its disruption.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The enduring popularity of The Day of the Triffids is evident in its numerous adaptations. From the

1962 film to the 1981 BBC television series and the 2009 remake, each interpretation brings new

dimensions to Wyndham’s story, reflecting changing cultural attitudes toward science and disaster.

These adaptations have helped maintain the novel’s relevance, introducing new generations to its

themes and stimulating ongoing discourse on the ethical and environmental questions it raises. The

triffids themselves have become iconic figures in science fiction, emblematic of nature’s potential for

both beauty and destruction.

Key Features and Literary Style

John Wyndham’s prose in The Day of the Triffids is characterized by clarity, restraint, and a keen

sense of pacing. His narrative combines detailed descriptions with succinct dialogue, allowing the story

to maintain tension without overwhelming the reader.

Key features include:

First-person narration: Offers intimate insight into Bill Masen’s thoughts and emotions, fostering

a personal connection.

Gradual world-building: The post-apocalyptic setting unfolds organically, avoiding exposition-

heavy passages.



Blend of realism and speculative elements: Scientific plausibility grounds the fantastical aspects

of the triffids and blindness epidemic.

Moral complexity: Characters are neither wholly good nor evil, reflecting realistic human behavior

in extreme situations.

This literary style contributes to the novel’s lasting appeal, balancing entertainment with intellectual

engagement.

Relevance to Modern Audiences

Decades after its publication, John Wyndham’s The Day of the Triffids remains a pertinent exploration

of themes that continue to challenge humanity. Issues such as ecological imbalance, the ethics of

scientific advancement, and societal resilience are increasingly salient amid global environmental

crises and technological breakthroughs.

The novel’s depiction of a sudden, widespread catastrophe resonates in the context of pandemics and

natural disasters, emphasizing the importance of preparedness and adaptability. Furthermore, its focus

on community dynamics and leadership during crisis offers valuable insights for contemporary

discussions on governance and social cohesion.

In educational settings, The Day of the Triffids serves as a rich text for analyzing narrative structure,

thematic depth, and ethical questions. Its influence extends beyond literature into film, television, and

popular culture, underscoring its multifaceted significance.

The exploration of John Wyndham’s The Day of the Triffids reveals a work that transcends its genre to

provoke enduring reflections on human nature and the environment. Through its compelling storytelling

and profound thematic concerns, the novel invites readers to consider the delicate balance between



progress and preservation in an ever-changing world.
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science fiction can tell us about the human condition in a technological world, with the ethical
dilemmas and consequences that this entails. This book is the result of the joint efforts of scholars
and scientists from various disciplines. This interdisciplinary approach sets an example for those
who, like us, have been busy assessing the ways in which fictional attempts to fathom the
possibilities of science and technology speak to central concerns about what it means to be human in
a contemporary world of technology and which ethical dilemmas it brings along. One of the aims of
this book is to demonstrate what can be achieved in approaching science fiction as a kind of
imaginary laboratory for experimentation, where visions of human (or even post-human) life under
various scientific, technological or natural conditions that differ from our own situation can be
thought through and commented upon. Although a scholarly work, this book is also designed to be
accessible to a general audience that has an interest in science fiction, as well as to a broader
academic audience interested in ethical questions.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Around the Eye in 365 Days Gary S. Schwartz,
2024-06-01 What if there was a book all about the world of ophthalmology? What if there was a book
that covers clinical information, history, sports, and the arts—and all are related to eye disease?
What if you only needed to spend 10 minutes a day to reap the daily benefits from inside the pages
of this unique book? Around the Eye in 365 Days will do all this—one page and one day at a time.
Around the Eye in 365 Days by Dr. Gary Schwartz is a quick look into the fascinating world of
ophthalmology. It will take you on a daily journey of facts, testimonials, history, surgical techniques,
as well as the future path of the profession. Following a daily calendar format, Around the Eye in
365 Days will remind you each day of why you went into the eyecare profession and are a part of this
ever evolving industry. The one page a day format plus wide ranging topics, makes Around the Eye
in 365 Days a fun and interesting read for all in the field from general ophthalmologists to
optometrists to residents to students to office staff to industry sales forces. Wake up each day or
retire each night with this daily reminder revolving around the world of ophthalmology. Whether it
be a look at the perception of color, Benjamin Franklin, or to refresh and rejuvenate your mind about
LASIK—there will 366 turns of the page waiting for you inside Around the Eye in 365 Days. Start
your year off today—revisit it often—and take pride in the history and progress that is
ophthalmology.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Plants in Science Fiction Katherine E. Bishop, David
Higgins, Jerry Määttä, 2020-05-01 This is the first volume of its kind Plants in Science Fiction shows
how considerations of plant-life in SF can transform our understanding of institutions and
boundaries, erecting – and dismantling – new visions of utopian and dystopian futures. Its original
essays argue that plant-life in SF is transforming our attitudes toward morality, politics, economics,
and cultural life.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: The Seven Basic Plots Christopher Booker,
2004-01-01 This book at last provides a comprehensive answer to the age-old riddle of whether there
are only a small number of 'basic stories' in the world. Using a wealth of examples, from ancient
myths and folk tales, via the plays and novels of great literature to the popular movies and TV soap
operas of today, it shows that there are seven archetypal themes which recur throughout every kind
of storytelling. But this is only the prelude to an investigation into how and why we are
'programmed' to imagine stories in these ways, and how they relate to the inmost patterns of human
psychology. Drawing on a vast array of examples, from Proust to detective stories, from the Marquis
de Sade to E.T., Christopher Booker then leads us through the extraordinary changes in the nature
of storytelling over the past 200 years, and why so many stories have 'lost the plot' by losing touch
with their underlying archetypal purpose.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell
North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Radio's Legacy in Popular Culture Martin Cooper,
2022-01-27 Examining work by novelists, filmmakers, TV producers and songwriters, this book
uncovers the manner in which the radio – and the act of listening – has been written about for the
past 100 years. Ever since the first public wireless broadcasts, people have been writing about the



radio: often negatively, sometimes full of praise, but always with an eye and an ear to explain and
offer an opinion about what they think they have heard. Novelists including Graham Greene, Agatha
Christie, Evelyn Waugh, and James Joyce wrote about characters listening to this new medium with
mixtures of delight, frustration, and despair. Clint Eastwood frightened moviegoers half to death in
Play Misty for Me, but Lou Reed's 'Rock & Roll' said listening to a New York station had saved
Jenny's life. Frasier showed the urbane side of broadcasting, whilst Good Morning, Vietnam
exploded from the cinema screen with a raw energy all of its own. Queen thought that all the
audience heard was 'ga ga', even as The Buggles said video had killed the radio star and Tom Petty
and the Heartbreakers lamented 'The Last DJ'. This book explores the cultural fascination with radio;
the act of listening as a cultural expression – focusing on fiction, films and songs about radio. Martin
Cooper, a broadcaster and academic, uses these movies, TV shows, songs, novels and more to tell a
story of listening to the radio – as created by these contemporary writers, filmmakers, and
musicians.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Eugenics, Literature, and Culture in Post-war
Britain Clare Hanson, 2013 This book explores eugenics in its wider social context and in literary
representations in post-war Britain. Drawing on a wide range of sources in medicine, social and
educational policy, genetics, popular science, science fiction, and literary texts, Hanson tracks the
dynamic interactions between eugenic ideas across diverse cultural fields, demonstrating the
strength of the eugenic imagination. Challenging assumptions that eugenics was fatally
compromised by its association with Nazi atrocities, or that it petered out in the context of changed
social attitudes in an egalitarian post-war society, the book demonstrates that eugenic thought not
only persisted after 1945, but became more prominent. Throughout, eugenics is defined as a cultural
movement, rather than more narrowly as a science, and the study is focused on its border-crossing
capacity as a 'style of thought.' By tracing the expression of eugenic ideas across disciplinary
boundaries and in both high and low culture, this book demonstrates the powerful and pervasive
influence of eugenics in the post-war years. Authors visited include Raymond Williams, John Braine,
Agatha Christie, Muriel Spark, Anthony Burgess, Doris Lessing, and J.G. Ballard.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Apocalypse in Crisis Christopher Palmer, 2021-10-15
Apocalypse is traditional and familiar, and it is an actual threat; it is feared, desired, and banal.
Apocalypse in Crisis discusses fictions from the 1940s to the present, examining shifts in the
imagination of apocalypse from the postwar British disaster novels, through novels of the
countercultural sixties, feminist interventions, and recent revisions and critiques. As empire fades,
ideas of sexuality shift, and attitudes to nature and to the city change, so apocalyptic fictions change.
The individual subject is asserted, immolated, transcended, abandoned; individual deaths are
substituted for mass death; death is faked or erased. The subjects and survivors of catastrophe set
about re-establishing civilization, or they abandon it, finding new ways of being and of dying; they
respond to it when it comes from outside, as an invasion, or they are immersed in it, as it shifts from
being an event to being a condition. They flee the city for the country, or accept that they must draw
on the energies of the world city in order to survive. The book includes detailed discussion of novels
by H. G. Wells, George M. Stewart, Nevil Shute, John Wyndham, Arthur C. Clarke, J. G. Ballard,
Brian Aldiss, Doris Lessing, Angela Carter, Anna Kavan, Arno Schmidt, Anthony Burgess, Ursula K.
Le Guin, Tom Perrotta, Douglas Coupland, Don DeLillo, China Miéville, Jeff VanderMeer, and Kim
Stanley Robinson.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: The Ashgate Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic
Monsters Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock, 2016-04-01 From vampires and demons to ghosts and zombies,
interest in monsters in literature, film, and popular culture has never been stronger. This concise
Encyclopedia provides scholars and students with a comprehensive and authoritative A-Z of
monsters throughout the ages. It is the first major reference book on monsters for the scholarly
market. Over 200 entries written by experts in the field are accompanied by an overview
introduction by the editor. Generic entries such as 'ghost' and 'vampire' are cross-listed with
important specific manifestations of that monster. In addition to monsters appearing in



English-language literature and film, the Encyclopedia also includes significant monsters in Spanish,
French, Italian, German, Russian, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, African and Middle Eastern traditions.
Alphabetically organized, the entries each feature suggestions for further reading. The Ashgate
Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic Monsters is an invaluable resource for all students and
scholars and an essential addition to library reference shelves.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: The Book Lover's Guide to London Sarah Milne,
2022-01-12 “Brings literature lovers on a journey through London, from Chaucer in the fourteenth
century to present day . . . as diverse as the city itself.” —British Heritage Travel Many of the
greatest names in literature have visited or made their home in the colorful and diverse metropolis
of London. From Charles Dickens to George Orwell, Virginia Woolf to Bernadine Evaristo, London’s
writers have brought the city to life through some of the best known and loved stories and
characters in fiction. This book takes you on an area-by-area journey through London to discover the
stories behind the stories told in some of the most famous novels, plays, and poems written in, or
about, the city. Find out which poet almost lost one of his most important manuscripts in a Soho pub.
Discover how Graham Greene managed to survive the German bomb that destroyed his Clapham
home. Climb down the dingy steps from London Bridge to the Thames Path below and imagine how
it felt to be Nancy trying to save Oliver Twist, only to then meet her own violent death. Drink in the
same pub where Bram Stoker listened to the ghost stories that inspired Dracula, the plush drinking
house where Noel Coward performed, and the bars and cafes frequented by modern writers. Tour
the locations where London’s writers, and their characters lived, worked, played, loved, lost, and
died. This is the first literature guide to London to be fully illustrated throughout with beautiful color
photographs. It can be used as a guidebook on a physical journey through London, or as a treasury
of fascinating, often obscure tales and information for book lovers to read wherever they are.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: The Penguin Modern Classics Book Henry Eliot,
2021-11-18 The essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world For six decades the
Penguin Modern Classics series has been an era-defining, ever-evolving series of books,
encompassing works by modernist pioneers, avant-garde iconoclasts, radical visionaries and
timeless storytellers. This reader's companion showcases every title published in the series so far,
with more than 1,800 books and 600 authors, from Achebe and Adonis to Zamyatin and Zweig. It is
the essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world, and the companion volume to
The Penguin Classics Book. Bursting with lively descriptions, surprising reading lists, key literary
movements and over two thousand cover images, The Penguin Modern Classics Book is an invitation
to dive in and explore the greatest literature of the last hundred years.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: The Rough Guide to Surviving the End of the
World Rough Guides, 2012-08-16 The Rough Guide to Surviving the End of the World is a
light-hearted yet well-informed look at threats to the very existence of life on Earth, how we might
be able to deal with them and-if things go truly, horribly wrong-how we might just be able to survive.
Written by scientist and sci fan Paul Parsons, this gripping book examines scenarios ranging from
megafloods to space radiation, supervolcanoes to bioengineering and what you should do when the
sh*t hits the fan. Along the way, we meet some of the lesser-trodden paths to oblivion, including the
possibility that the human race will be gripped by mass stupidity and the outrageous idea that life on
Earth could all be one giant Matrix-style computer simulation that its creators might one day decide
to switch off. All are placed under the scientific spotlight and presented with clarity and humor. To
survive Armageddon you need the best advice and information available, which is here presented in
ample detail and capturing every plausible catastrophic scenario. Now available in ePub format.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: The Day of the Triffids John Wyndham, 1983-04-12
The night the sky broke out in mysterious green flashes, all but a few people on Earth were blinded.
The world went mad. Ordinary folk became animals, turning on one another in terror and
desperation. Bill Masen was one of a handful who struggled to preserve a shred of civilization amidst
the chaos. But chaos soon became the least of mankind's problems. Walking plants were appearing --
plants that fed on the bodies of their human prey. The triffids had arrived, and it was up to Bill



Masen to stop them!
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Weeds Richard Mabey, 2010-10-14 Ever since the first
human settlements 10,000 years ago, weeds have dogged our footsteps. They are there as the
punishment of 'thorns and thistles' in Genesis and , two millennia later, as a symbol of Flanders
Field. They are civilisations' familiars, invading farmland and building-sites, war-zones and
flower-beds across the globe. Yet living so intimately with us, they have been a blessing too. Weeds
were the first crops, the first medicines. Burdock was the inspiration for Velcro. Cow parsley has
become the fashionable adornment of Spring weddings. Weaving together the insights of botanists,
gardeners, artists and poets with his own life-long fascination, Richard Mabey examines how we
have tried to define them, explain their persistence, and draw moral lessons from them. One persons
weed is another's wild beauty.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Global Horror Cinema Today Jon Towlson,
2021-07-28 The horror film is thriving worldwide. Filmmakers in countries as diverse as the USA,
Australia, Israel, Spain, France, Great Britain, Iran, and South Korea are using the horror genre to
address the emerging fears and anxieties of their cultures. This book investigates horror cinema
around the globe with an emphasis on how the genre has developed in the past ten years. It closely
examines 28 international films, including It Follows (2014), Grave (Raw, 2016), Busanhaeng (Train
to Busan, 2016), and Get Out (2016), with discussions of dozens more. Each chapter focuses on a
different country, analyzing what frightens the people of these various nations and the ways in which
horror crosses over to international audiences.
  john wyndham the day of the triffids: Vampires from Another World Simon Bacon,
2021-06-04 This book begins at the intersection of Dracula and War of the Worlds, both published in
1897 London, and describes the settings of Transylvania, Mars, and London as worlds linked by the
body of the vampire. It explores the vampire from another world in all its various forms, as a
manifestation of not just our anxieties around alien others, but also our alien selves. Unsurprisingly,
many of the tropes these novels generated and particularly the themes they have in common have
been used and adapted by vampire narratives that followed. From Nosferatu to Alien, Interstellar,
Stranger Things, and many others, this book examines how these narratives have evolved since the
end of the nineteenth century. Bringing together texts and films from across the 19th, 20th, and 21st
centuries, from the far reaches of outer space and the distant future, it concludes that the
unexpected and the unknown are not always to be feared, and that humanity does have the power to
write its own future.
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