
in praise of black women
In Praise of Black Women: Celebrating Strength, Beauty, and Resilience

in praise of black women is more than just a phrase; it is a heartfelt acknowledgment of a group of
individuals whose impact resonates across history, culture, and society in profound ways. Black
women have long been pillars of strength, reservoirs of wisdom, and embodiments of resilience,
creativity, and grace. Their stories are woven into the very fabric of communities worldwide, yet their
contributions have often been overlooked or undervalued. Today, it’s essential to shine a light on their
achievements, struggles, and the unique qualities that make their presence invaluable.

Understanding the Significance: In Praise of Black
Women

When we speak in praise of black women, we are recognizing more than just identity; we are honoring
a legacy of perseverance, innovation, and leadership. From the civil rights movement to
contemporary art, entrepreneurship, and global activism, black women have consistently broken
barriers and redefined what is possible.

Their journey is not without challenges. Historically, black women have faced intersectional
discrimination—where race and gender biases intersect—leading to a complex web of social,
economic, and political hurdles. Yet, their ability to rise, adapt, and thrive despite these obstacles is a
testament to their extraordinary resilience.

The Role of Black Women in History and Society

Black women have played critical roles throughout history, often as unsung heroes. Figures like
Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, and Rosa Parks stand as icons of courage and determination. These
women not only fought for freedom and equality but also paved the way for future generations to
pursue justice and dignity.

In contemporary society, black women continue to lead in diverse fields:

Politics: Leaders like Kamala Harris, the first Black and South Asian female Vice President of
the United States, exemplify the growing influence of black women in governance.

Arts and Entertainment: From Oprah Winfrey’s media empire to Beyoncé’s cultural impact,
black women shape narratives and inspire millions globally.

Science and Technology: Trailblazers like Dr. Mae Jemison, the first African American woman
astronaut, highlight black women’s contributions to STEM fields.



These examples illustrate how black women are not only surviving but thriving and transforming the
world around them.

Celebrating the Unique Beauty and Culture of Black
Women

In praise of black women naturally extends to their rich cultural heritage and distinctive beauty, which
have often been underrepresented or misrepresented in mainstream media. The celebration of
natural hair, skin tones, and traditional styles has become a powerful movement, reclaiming identity
and self-love.

The Natural Hair Movement and Self-Acceptance

For decades, societal pressures pushed black women to conform to Eurocentric beauty standards,
often discouraging natural hair textures and styles. The resurgence of the natural hair movement has
been revolutionary, encouraging black women to embrace their curls, kinks, and coils with pride.

This movement is about more than aesthetics; it’s a declaration of empowerment and authenticity. It
fosters self-acceptance and challenges historical narratives that devalue black beauty. The movement
also educates on hair care, promoting healthier practices and products tailored to black hair.

Cultural Expression Through Fashion and Art

Black women express their identity through vibrant fashion, music, dance, and visual arts. From
traditional African prints adapted into modern fashion to Afrobeat music influencing global charts,
black women’s cultural contributions are dynamic and continually evolving.

Engaging with these cultural expressions is a way to honor black women’s creativity and heritage. It
also helps dismantle stereotypes by showcasing the depth and diversity of their experiences.

Empowering Black Women: Support and Solidarity

In praise of black women means actively supporting their empowerment and advocating for equity.
There are practical ways individuals and communities can contribute to this goal.

Supporting Black Women-Owned Businesses

Economic empowerment is crucial. Supporting black women entrepreneurs helps build wealth within
communities and creates opportunities for future generations. Whether it’s shopping at black-owned
stores, investing in startups, or promoting black women’s brands, these actions have meaningful



impacts.

Advocating for Representation and Equality

Representation matters—in media, politics, workplaces, and education. Advocating for equal
opportunities and fair representation helps dismantle systemic barriers. This includes hiring diverse
talent, amplifying black women’s voices, and challenging biases in all spheres of life.

Creating Safe Spaces and Mental Health Awareness

Black women often face unique mental health challenges due to societal pressures and historical
trauma. Creating safe spaces for open conversations and access to culturally competent mental
health resources is vital. Encouraging self-care and community support fosters well-being and
resilience.

The Power of Black Women’s Stories

Stories have the power to inspire, educate, and connect. Sharing narratives of black women’s
experiences—from triumphs to trials—helps build understanding and empathy. Literature, films,
podcasts, and social media platforms are powerful tools for amplifying these voices.

These stories break down misconceptions and celebrate the complexity of black womanhood. They
highlight themes of love, struggle, joy, and innovation, providing role models and motivation for
others.

Notable Literary and Media Contributions

Authors like Toni Morrison, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Maya Angelou have given the world
profound insights into black women’s lives and perspectives. Their works explore identity, culture,
and social justice with eloquence and depth.

Similarly, media projects that center black women’s stories—such as the TV series “Insecure” or
documentaries like “13th”—bring critical issues to the forefront while celebrating black women’s
experiences.

In Praise of Black Women: A Call to Recognize and
Celebrate

Recognizing black women’s contributions is not just about acknowledgment but about active
celebration and support. It involves listening to their voices, learning from their stories, and standing



in solidarity with their struggles and triumphs.

Whether it’s through education, advocacy, or everyday interactions, praising black women enriches
our collective humanity. Their strength, creativity, and resilience inspire us all to build a more
inclusive and compassionate world where everyone’s worth is recognized and cherished.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'In Praise of Black Women' in
contemporary society?
'In Praise of Black Women' celebrates the resilience, beauty, and contributions of Black women,
highlighting their pivotal role in history, culture, and social progress, and promotes greater
recognition and respect in contemporary society.

How does 'In Praise of Black Women' challenge stereotypes?
'In Praise of Black Women' challenges harmful stereotypes by showcasing the diverse experiences,
strengths, and achievements of Black women, moving beyond one-dimensional portrayals to honor
their complexity and humanity.

Why is it important to have literature and media that praise
Black women?
Literature and media that praise Black women are important because they provide representation,
validate their experiences, combat systemic racism and sexism, and inspire empowerment and pride
within and beyond the Black community.

Who are some notable figures highlighted in 'In Praise of
Black Women'?
Notable figures often highlighted include historical icons like Harriet Tubman and Maya Angelou,
contemporary leaders like Michelle Obama and Ava DuVernay, and countless everyday Black women
whose contributions shape society.

How can 'In Praise of Black Women' influence young Black
girls?
'In Praise of Black Women' can inspire young Black girls by providing positive role models, fostering
self-esteem, and encouraging them to embrace their identity and pursue their goals despite societal
challenges.

What role does 'In Praise of Black Women' play in education?
It plays a crucial role in education by integrating Black women's perspectives into curricula, promoting
diversity and inclusion, and encouraging critical discussions about race, gender, and history.



How can communities support the message of 'In Praise of
Black Women'?
Communities can support this message by amplifying Black women's voices, celebrating their
achievements, addressing inequalities they face, and creating inclusive spaces that honor their
contributions and experiences.

Additional Resources
**In Praise of Black Women: Recognizing Strength, Influence, and Resilience**

In praise of black women is a necessary discourse that acknowledges their profound impact across
cultures, industries, and histories worldwide. Despite systemic challenges and pervasive stereotypes,
black women have continuously demonstrated resilience, leadership, and creativity that shape
societies in transformative ways. This article delves into the multifaceted contributions of black
women, highlighting their roles in social change, cultural innovation, and economic empowerment,
while reflecting on the ongoing challenges they face.

The Historical Context of Black Women’s Achievements

Understanding the significance of black women’s contributions requires a review of their historical
context. From the era of slavery and segregation to contemporary society, black women have been at
the forefront of movements advocating for civil rights, gender equality, and social justice. Figures
such as Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, and Rosa Parks exemplify the courage and leadership black
women exhibited during critical periods of American history.

Moreover, black women’s history extends beyond the United States. Across the African continent and
the diaspora, black women have played pivotal roles in shaping cultural identities, political
landscapes, and economic frameworks. Their stories often remain underrepresented in mainstream
narratives, making the praise and recognition of their achievements not only timely but necessary.

Leadership in Social Justice and Civil Rights

Black women have consistently been catalysts for social change, often navigating intersecting
oppressions related to race and gender. The leadership of black women in movements such as Black
Lives Matter underscores their ongoing commitment to justice and equality. Women like Alicia Garza,
Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi co-founded this influential movement, highlighting the crucial role
black women play in both grassroots organizing and national advocacy.

Additionally, the intersectional approach pioneered by scholars like Kimberlé Crenshaw, a black
woman, enhances the understanding of how race and gender converge to impact lived experiences.
This analytical framework has influenced policies and academic discourse, further illustrating black
women’s intellectual contributions to social justice.



Cultural Influence and Innovation

Black women have been instrumental in shaping cultural trends and artistic expressions across music,
literature, fashion, and media. Their creative output challenges dominant narratives and offers
nuanced perspectives that enrich cultural landscapes.

Music and Artistic Expression

In music, black women have pioneered genres and styles that resonate globally. Icons such as Aretha
Franklin, Nina Simone, Beyoncé, and Lauryn Hill represent a lineage of artists whose work embodies
empowerment, storytelling, and social commentary. Their influence transcends entertainment, often
serving as platforms for addressing issues of identity, race, and gender.

Similarly, black women writers and poets have brought critical voices to the literary world. Toni
Morrison’s Pulitzer and Nobel Prize-winning works explore the complexities of black identity and
history, while contemporary authors like Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie continue this tradition with
impactful storytelling that reaches international audiences.

Fashion and Media Representation

In fashion, black women have challenged Eurocentric beauty standards by embracing natural hair,
diverse body types, and cultural aesthetics. Figures such as Rihanna and Lupita Nyong’o not only
dominate red carpets but also influence industry standards by advocating for inclusivity and
representation.

Media representation remains a vital area where black women’s visibility has increased but still faces
challenges. The rise of black female-led television shows and films reflects a growing demand for
authentic narratives. However, disparities in leadership roles behind the camera and in executive
positions indicate ongoing barriers that need addressing.

Economic Empowerment and Entrepreneurship

The economic landscape reveals another dimension where black women’s influence is both significant
and expanding. Entrepreneurship among black women has surged, with increasing numbers
launching businesses that serve diverse communities and foster innovation.

Trends in Black Women Entrepreneurship

According to the 2020 State of Women-Owned Businesses Report by American Express, black women-
owned businesses were the fastest-growing segment of U.S. women-owned businesses, increasing by
50% over four years. This growth signals both entrepreneurial spirit and resilience amid economic
disparities.



Black women entrepreneurs often navigate unique challenges, including access to capital, systemic
biases, and market saturation. Nevertheless, their businesses span industries from technology and
beauty to finance and healthcare, demonstrating versatility and adaptability.

Workplace Representation and Leadership

In corporate environments, black women remain underrepresented in senior leadership roles despite
their qualifications and contributions. Studies show that black women face a "double jeopardy" of
racial and gender biases, which impact hiring, promotion, and compensation. Initiatives promoting
diversity, equity, and inclusion are critical to improving representation and creating equitable
workspaces where black women can thrive.

Challenges and Future Directions

While the accomplishments of black women are vast and varied, acknowledging the challenges they
face is essential for a balanced and comprehensive understanding.

Systemic Barriers and Social Inequities

Systemic racism, gender discrimination, and socio-economic disparities disproportionately affect black
women. Health statistics reveal troubling trends, such as higher maternal mortality rates among black
women compared to other demographics, highlighting issues within healthcare systems.

Educational inequities and employment discrimination continue to hinder opportunities for many
black women, limiting upward mobility and economic security. Addressing these systemic barriers
requires sustained policy efforts and societal commitment.

Amplifying Voices and Creating Allies

Advocating for black women involves more than recognition; it requires active allyship and structural
changes. Amplifying black women’s voices in media, politics, education, and business fosters greater
awareness and inclusion.

Organizations dedicated to black women’s advancement play a critical role in mentorship, resource
provision, and advocacy. Supporting these initiatives benefits not only black women but also the
broader communities they influence.

In Praise of Black Women: A Continuing Narrative

The phrase in praise of black women encapsulates a celebration of their enduring strength,
creativity, and leadership. It is a call to recognize their pivotal roles in shaping history, culture, and



economies, while also confronting the inequities they face. As society evolves, the acknowledgment of
black women’s contributions must transition from isolated commendations to systemic support and
inclusion.

By understanding the complexities and achievements of black women, communities and institutions
can foster environments that not only honor their past but also empower their future. The journey of
black women is one of resilience and transformation—one that continues to inspire and redefine the
possibilities of progress and equality.

In Praise Of Black Women
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  in praise of black women: In Praise of Black Women: Modern African women Simone
Schwarz-Bart, André Schwarz-Bart, 2001 Celebrates the lives, cultures, and accomplishments of 14
women, born between 1850 and 1950, who have influenced African politics, literature, religion, and
fashion.
  in praise of black women: Psychology of Black Womanhood Danielle Dickens, Dionne
Stephens, 2024-06-05 Psychology of Black Womanhood is the first textbook to provide an
authoritative, jargon-free, affordable, and holistic exploration of the sociohistorical and
psychological experiences of Black girls and women in the United States, while discussing the
intersection of their identities. The authors include research on young, middle-aged, and maturing
women; LGBTQ+ women and non-binary individuals; women with disabilities; and women across
social classes. This textbook is firmly rooted in Black feminist, womanist, and psychological
frameworks that incorporate literature from related disciplines, such as sociology, Black/African
American studies, women’s studies, and public health. Psychology of Black Womanhood speaks to
the psychological study of experiences of girls and women of African descent in the United States
and their experiences in the context of identity development, education, religion, body image,
physical and mental health, racialized gendered violence, sex and sexuality, work, relationships,
aging, motherhood, and activism. This textbook has implications for practice in counseling, social
work, health care, education, advocacy, and policy.
  in praise of black women: Black Women Abolitionists Shirley J. Yee, 2024-09-04 By virtue of
being both black and female in antebellum America, black women abolitionists confronted a
particular set of tensions. Whether they supported the movement directly or indirectly, cooperated
with whites or primarily with other blacks, worked in groups or independently, were well off
financially or struggled to make ends meet, their lives reflected the complex dynamics of race, sex,
and class. Against the background of slavery, constructing a life in freedom meant adopting many of
the values of free white society, symbolized in part by male dominance and female subordination. In
championing both their race and their sex, female black abolitionists found themselves caught
between the sexism of the antislavery movement and the racism of the (white) women's movement.
Throughout their writing, speeches, petitions, and participation in antislavery, and self-help
organizations, these women established a pattern of black female activism--centered on
community-building, political organizing, and forging a network of friendships with other
activists--that served as a model for later generations of black women. Drawing on a wide array of
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previously untapped primary sources, Shirley Yee examines the activism of black women in the
Northeast, the Midwest, and to some extent, California and Canada. The activists' experiences
render heartbreakingly clear the pervasiveness of middle-class white values in antebellum America
and the contradictions and ironies inherent in prevailing conceptions of freedom.
  in praise of black women: The Ugly Woman Patrizia Bettella, 2005-01-01 Taking a
philological and feminist approach, and drawing on the Bakhtinian concept of the grotesque body
and on the poetics of transgression, The Ugly Woman is a unique look at the essential
counterdiscourse of the celebrated Italian poetic canon and a valuable contribution to the study of
women in literature.
  in praise of black women: Ebony , 1992-02 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
  in praise of black women: Black Women at Work Wendi S. Williams, 2023-02-14 Details, and
offers vignettes to illustrate, how patriarchy and white supremacy have restricted Black women at
work, both historically and currently. Around water coolers and over glasses of wine, Black women
come together and process the ways in which their labor is taken for granted and their excellence
called into question. Black Women at Work: On Refusal and Recovery makes the direct connection
between these contemporary experiences and the long legacy of Black labor exploitation. Through
the trafficking and enslavement of Africans, European Americans laid the inhumane foundation of
their present-day wealth and privilege and established oppressive labor dynamics for workers that
persist to this day. In Black Women at Work, Wendi S. Williams moves the conversation beyond the
stubborn audacity of inequity, focusing instead on the powerful history and example of Black
women's labor and refusal practices and on the potent role that choice and voice can play in
dismantling seemingly impenetrable systems of unfairness. Through the interweaving of personal
narratives and social media reflections, Williams crafts a larger narrative of recovery and refusal
that articulates a liberatory path toward recovery and reclamation through refusal-a path that will
ultimately help to bring us all closer to freedom.
  in praise of black women: The Cambridge Companion to African American Women's Literature
Angelyn Mitchell, Danille K. Taylor, 2009-04-30 The Cambridge Companion to African American
Women's Literature covers a period dating back to the eighteenth century. These specially
commissioned essays highlight the artistry, complexity and diversity of a literary tradition that
ranges from Lucy Terry to Toni Morrison. A wide range of topics are addressed, from the Harlem
Renaissance to the Black Arts Movement, and from the performing arts to popular fiction. Together,
the essays provide an invaluable guide to a rich, complex tradition of women writers in conversation
with each other as they critique American society and influence American letters. Accessible and
vibrant, with the needs of undergraduate students in mind, this Companion will be of great interest
to anybody who wishes to gain a deeper understanding of this important and vital area of American
literature.
  in praise of black women: Black Women Film and Video Artists Jacqueline Bobo,
2013-09-13 Black women film and video makers have been producing shorts, documentaries and
films since the early part of this century. Unfortunately, not only has their work been overlooked by
distributors, but critical reviews have been few and far between. Conceived to redress that omission,
Black Women Film and Video Artists is the first comprehensive history and analysis of this genre.
Gathered here are noted scholars and critics, as well as the film/video makers themselves who offer
insight into the work of underexplored artists. The discussions range from pioneering to
contemporary film makers and include artists such as Madeline Anderson, Monica Freeman,
Jacqueline Shearer, Kathleen Collins, Julie Dash, Camille Billops, Zeinabu irene Davis, and Michelle
Parkerson, among others. Contributors include: Jacqueline Bobo, Carmen Coustaut, Gloria J. Gibson,
C.A. Griffith, Monique Guillory, Carol Munday Lawrence, O. Funmilayo Makarah, Ntongela Maselila,
Jacqueline Shearer, P. Jane Splawn.
  in praise of black women: Black Women's Mental Health Stephanie Y. Evans, Kanika Bell,



Nsenga K. Burton, 2017-06-01 Creates a new framework for approaching Black women�s wellness,
by merging theory and practice with both personal narratives and public policy. This book offers a
unique, interdisciplinary, and thoughtful look at the challenges and potency of Black women�s
struggle for inner peace and mental stability. It brings together contributors from psychology,
sociology, law, and medicine, as well as the humanities, to discuss issues ranging from stress, sexual
assault, healing, self-care, and contemplative practice to health-policy considerations and parenting.
Merging theory and practice with personal narratives and public policy, the book develops a new
framework for approaching Black women�s wellness in order to provide tangible solutions. The
collection reflects feminist praxis and defines womanist peace in terms that reject both
�superwoman� stereotypes and �victim� caricatures. Also included for health professionals are
concrete recommendations for understanding and treating Black women. � this book speaks not only
to Black women but also educates a broader audience of policymakers and therapists about the
complex and multilayered realities that we must navigate and the protests we must mount on our
journey to find inner peace and optimal health.� � from the Foreword by Linda Goler Blount
  in praise of black women: African Women of the Ancient World Katy Clark, 2025-06-30
Discover the untold stories of Africa's warrior queens, rulers who defied empires, led armies, and
shaped the course of history. In African Women of the Ancient World, journey through millennia to
uncover the lives of powerful women like Queen Amanirenas, who challenged the might of Rome,
Queen Nzinga Mbande, who fought against the Portuguese slave trade, and Dahia al-Kahina, who
defended North Africa from Arab invasion. These extraordinary women, often overshadowed by their
male counterparts, ruled with unparalleled strategy, pride, and ferocity, navigating their nations
through intense battles and radical changes. From the great Pharaoh Hatshepsut of Egypt to Queen
Makeda of Sheba, whose legacy is intertwined with the legends of King Solomon, these rulers are
the unsung champions of ancient history. In this volume Clark brings these remarkable figures to
life, drawing from excellent sources to illuminate their conquests and reigns. A treasure trove for
scholars and history enthusiasts alike, this book offers a compelling exploration of the women who
fiercely defended their lands and people, and whose stories are finally being told.
  in praise of black women: Encyclopedia of African American Women Writers Yolanda
Williams Page, 2007-01-30 African American women writers published extensively during the
Harlem Renaissance and have been extraordinarily prolific since the 1970s. This book surveys the
world of African American women writers. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on more
than 150 novelists, poets, playwrights, short fiction writers, autobiographers, essayists, and
influential scholars. The Encyclopedia covers established contemporary authors such as Toni
Morrison and Gloria Naylor, along with a range of neglected and emerging figures. Each entry is
written by an expert contributor and provides a brief biography, a discussion of major works, a
survey of the author's critical reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. Literature
students will value this book for its exploration of African American literature, while social studies
students will appreciate its examination of social issues through literature. African American women
writers have made an enormous contribution to our culture. Many of these authors wrote during the
Harlem Renaissance, a particularly vital time in African American arts and letters, while others have
been especially active since the 1970s, an era in which works by African American women are
adapted into films and are widely read in book clubs. Literature by African American women is
important for its aesthetic qualities, and it also illuminates the social issues which these authors
have confronted. This book conveniently surveys the lives and works of African American women
writers. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on more than 150 African American women
novelists, poets, playwrights, short fiction writers, autobiographers, essayists, and influential
scholars. Some of these figures, such as Toni Morrison and Gloria Naylor, are among the most
popular authors writing today, while others have been largely neglected or are recently emerging.
Each entry provides a biography, a discussion of major works, a survey of the writer's critical
reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. The Encyclopedia closes with a selected,
general bibliography. Students and general readers will welcome this guide to the rich achievement



of African American women. Literature students will value its exploration of the works of these
writers, while social studies students will appreciate its examination of the social issues these
women confront in their works.
  in praise of black women: Black Women’s Intellectual Traditions Kristin Waters, Carol B.
Conaway, 2022-11-21 A new edition of a landmark work on Black women's intellectual traditions. An
astonishing wealth of literary and intellectual work by nineteenth-century black women is being
rediscovered and restored to print. In Kristin B. Waters's and Carol B. Conaway's landmark edited
collection, Black Women's Intellectual Traditions, sophisticated commentary on this rich body of
work chronicles a powerful and interwoven legacy of activism based on social and political theories
that helped shape the history of North America. Black Women's Intellectual Traditions meticulously
reclaims this American legacy, providing a collection of critical analyses of the primary sources and
their vital traditions. Written by leading scholars, this book is particularly powerful in its exploration
of the pioneering thought and action of the nineteenth-century Black woman lecturer and essayist
Maria W. Stewart, abolitionist Sojourner Truth, novelist and poet Frances Ellen Watkins Harper,
educator Anna Julia Cooper, newspaper editor Mary Ann Shadd Cary, and activist Ida B. Wells. The
volume will interest scholars and readers of African American and women's studies, history,
rhetoric, literature, poetry, sociology, political science, and philosophy. This updated edition features
a new preface by the editors in light of current scholarship.
  in praise of black women: In Praise of Black Women: Ancient African queens Simone
Schwarz-Bart, André Schwarz-Bart, 2001 Folk legends, oral tradition, stories, songs, and poems help
recount the experiences of African women warriors from prehistory to the nineteenth century.
  in praise of black women: Contemporary African American Female Playwrights Dana A.
Williams, 1998-06-30 Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun (1959) was a major dramatic success
and brought to the world's attention the potential talent of African American women playwrights.
But in spite of Hansberry's landmark contribution, both the theater and the literary world have often
failed to include contemporary African American female playwrights within the circle of production,
publication, and criticism. In African American drama anthologies, female playwrights are seldom
given the degree of attention that is accorded their male counterparts. And because of space
constraints, anthologies of works by women playwrights are forced to exclude numerous female
dramatists, including African Americans. Meanwhile, some scholars have argued that the works of
African American female playwrights are seldom produced in the mainstream theater because these
plays frequently challenge the views of white America. But as A Raisin in the Sun demonstrates,
plays by African American women dramatists can have a powerful message and are worthy of
attention. A comprehensive research tool, this annotated bibliography sheds light on the often
neglected works of contemporary African American female playwrights. Included within its scope
are those dramatists who have had at least one work published since 1959, the year of Hansberry's
monumental achievement. The first section provides a listing of anthologies that include one or more
plays written by an African American female dramatist. The second gives entries for reference works
and for scholarly and critical studies of the dramatists and their plays. The third presents a listing of
published plays by individual dramatists, along with a summary of each drama; the works of each
playwright that are related to drama; and secondary sources that treat the dramatists and their
plays. Entries are accompanied by concise but informative annotations, and the volume closes with a
list of periodicals that frequently publish criticism of African American female playwrights, a section
of brief biographical sketches of the dramatists, and extensive indexes.
  in praise of black women: Interpreting Tyler Perry Jamel Santa Cruze Bell, Ronald L. Jackson
II, 2013-10-23 Tyler Perry has become a significant figure in media due to his undeniable box office
success led by his character Madea and popular TV sitcoms House of Payne and Meet the Browns.
Perry built a multimedia empire based largely on his popularity among African American viewers
and has become a prominent and dominant cultural storyteller. Along with Perry’s success has come
scrutiny by some social critics and Hollywood well-knowns, like Spike Lee, who have started to
deconstruct the images in Perry’s films and TV shows suggesting, as Lee did, that Perry has used his



power to advance stereotypical depictions of African Americans. The book provides a rich and
thorough overview of Tyler Perry’s media works. In so doing, contributors represent and approach
their analyses of Perry’s work from a variety of theoretical and methodological angles. The main
themes explored in the volume include the representation of (a) Black authenticity and cultural
production, (b) class, religion, and spirituality, (c) gender and sexuality, and (d) Black love, romance,
and family. Perry’s critical acclaim is also explored.
  in praise of black women: Encyclopedia of the African Diaspora Carole Boyce Davies,
2008-07-29 The authoritative source for information on the people, places, and events of the African
Diaspora, spanning five continents and five centuries. The field of African Diaspora studies is rapidly
growing. Until now there was no single, authoritative source for information on this broad, complex
discipline. Drawing on the work of over 300 scholars, this encyclopedia fills that void. Now the
researcher, from high school level up, can go to a single reference for information on the historical,
political, economic, and cultural relations between people of African descent and the rest of the
world community. Five hundred years of relocation and dislocation, of assimilation and separation
have produced a rich tapestry of history and culture into which are woven people, places, and
events. This authoritative, accessible work picks out the strands of the tapestry, telling the story of
diverse peoples, separated by time and distance, but retaining a commonality of origin and
experience. Organized in A–Z sections covering global topics, country of origin, and destination
country, the work is designed for easy use by all.
  in praise of black women: Ebony , 1980-11 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
  in praise of black women: Women of Color in U.S. Society Maxine Baca Zinn, Bonnie Thornton
Dill, 1994 Women of color articulate shared experiences of subordination and survival
  in praise of black women: Eroticism, Spirituality, and Resistance in Black Women's
Writings Donna Aza Weir-Soley, 2017-06-13 Provocative . . . articulates the importance of
embodied, erotic spirituality to black female subjectivity and empowerment.--Tulsa Studies in
Women's Literature Sets out to reclaim the right of black women to their sexual and erotic
expression untainted by the stereotypes and disparagements that have historically confined
them.--African American Review Captures one of the most challenging concerns of scholars who
engage black women's literature, culture, and theory: the ongoing quest to locate a form of black
female sexual agency that neither withers in the chilly lake of sexual repression nor explodes in the
heat of hypersexual stereotypes.--MELUS: Journal of the Society for the Study of the Multi-Ethnic
Literature of the United States Successfully undertakes an analysis of how black women writers
have used overlapping narrative depictions of sexuality and spirituality to recast the denigrated
black female body and rewrite an empowered and fully actualized black female subject.--Candice M.
Jenkins, author of Private Lives, Proper Relations: Regulating Black Intimacy Weir-Soley speaks with
an authority that comes from real knowledge of, investment in, and attention to the details of the
African cosmologies and textual complexities she unearths.--Carine Mardorossian, SUNY-Buffalo The
most original and significant contributions are the often brilliant readings of Morrison, Adisa, and
Danticat. The work is riveting, both methodologically and critically.--Leslie Sanders, York University
Western European mythology and history tend to view spirituality and sexuality as opposite
extremes. But sex can be more than a function of the body and religion more than a function of the
mind, as exemplified in the works and characters of such writers as Zora Neale Hurston, Toni
Morrison, Opal Palmer Adisa, and Edwidge Danticat. Donna Weir-Soley builds on the work of
previous scholars who have identified the ways that black women's narratives often contain a form
of spirituality rooted in African cosmology, which consistently grounds their characters'
self-empowerment and quest for autonomy. What she adds to the discussion is an emphasis on the
importance of sexuality in the development of black female subjectivity, beginning with Hurston's
Their Eyes Were Watching God and continuing into contemporary black women's writings. Writing
in a clear, lucid, and straightforward style, Weir-Soley supports her thesis with close readings of



various texts, including Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God and Morrison's Beloved. She
reveals how these writers highlight the interplay between the spiritual and the sexual through
religious symbols found in Voudoun, Santeria, Condomble, Kumina, and Hoodoo. Her arguments are
particularly persuasive in proposing an alternative model for black female subjectivity.
  in praise of black women: Cupcakes, Pinterest, and Ladyporn Elana Levine, 2015-09-30
Media expansion into the digital realm and the continuing segregation of users into niches has led to
a proliferation of cultural products targeted to and consumed by women. Though often dismissed as
frivolous or excessively emotional, feminized culture in reality offers compelling insights into the
American experience of the early twenty-first century. Elana Levine brings together writings from
feminist critics that chart the current terrain of feminized pop cultural production. Analyzing
everything from Fifty Shades of Grey to Pinterest to pregnancy apps, contributors examine the
economic, technological, representational, and experiential dimensions of products and phenomena
that speak to, and about, the feminine. As these essays show, the imperative of productivity
currently permeating feminized pop culture has created a generation of texts that speak as much to
women's roles as public and private workers as to an impulse for fantasy or escape. Incisive and
compelling, Cupcakes, Pinterest, and Ladyporn sheds new light on contemporary women's
engagement with an array of media forms in the context of postfeminist culture and neoliberalism.
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