holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie

**Exploring "Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir" by DJ Waldie — A Deep Dive into
Suburbia and Memory**

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie is more than just a memoir; it's a
poignant exploration of suburban life, memory, and the changing landscapes of
Los Angeles. DJ Waldie's work invites readers into a reflective journey,
blending personal narrative with cultural and environmental observations. If
you have ever wondered about the undercurrents shaping American suburbia or
sought a literary lens on the complexities of place and identity, this book
is a compelling read.

Understanding "Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir"

At its core, "Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir" is DJ Waldie’'s intimate
recounting of growing up in Lakewood, California, a quintessential postwar
suburb. The memoir captures a time when suburbia symbolized the American
Dream, yet through Waldie'’'s eyes, it reveals layers of nuance — from social
conformity to environmental concerns.

The Memoir’s Setting: Lakewood, California

Lakewood is often regarded as one of the first planned suburban communities
in the United States. Built rapidly after World War II, it epitomized mass-
produced housing developments designed to meet the demands of returning
veterans and their families. DJ Waldie'’s narrative paints a vivid picture of
this environment, highlighting both its allure and limitations.

This setting serves as a backdrop to explore issues of identity, community,
and the tension between nature and development. Waldie’s reflections on the
physical landscape — the streets, the houses, even the surrounding hills —
offer a meditation on how place shapes personal and collective memory.

Thematic Depths of Waldie’s Memoir

DJ Waldie’s memoir transcends a simple coming-of-age story. It delves into
themes such as environmental degradation, cultural shifts, and the elusive
nature of the “American Dream.”



Memory and Place: A Symbiotic Relationship

One of the most compelling aspects of "holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie"
is its exploration of how memory intertwines with physical place. Waldie
doesn’t just recount events; he analyzes how the suburban landscape imprints
itself on the psyche. This theme resonates with readers who recognize that
our environments deeply influence who we become.

Environmental Concerns and Suburban Growth

Waldie also touches on the environmental consequences of sprawling suburban
developments. His narrative laments the loss of natural landscapes and
reflects a growing awareness of how unchecked growth alters ecosystems. For
readers interested in environmental history or urban studies, this aspect
adds a rich layer of meaning to the memoir.

Cultural and Social Dynamics

The memoir also addresses the social fabric of suburbia — the conformity, the
aspirations, and sometimes the isolation. Waldie captures the contradictions
of a community built on ideals of uniformity yet marked by individual stories
of struggle and resilience. This insight offers a nuanced view of suburban
life that many readers find both relatable and thought-provoking.

Why "Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir" Resonates
Today

Though set in mid-20th century America, Waldie’s memoir speaks to
contemporary audiences for several reasons.

e Urban Sprawl and Its Legacy: As cities continue to expand, the issues
raised about environmental impact and community design remain relevant.

* Nostalgia Versus Reality: The memoir challenges the nostalgic
idealization of suburbia, prompting readers to reconsider what progress
truly means.

e Personal and Collective Memory: In an age of rapid change, Waldie’s
reflections on memory encourage us to value our connections to place and
history.



Insights for Readers and Writers

For those interested in memoir writing or cultural studies, "holy land a
suburban memoir dj waldie" offers valuable lessons. Waldie'’'s approach
demonstrates how personal narrative can intersect with broader social
commentary without losing intimacy or nuance. His lyrical style and attention
to detail model how to evoke a strong sense of place while weaving in complex
themes.

Exploring the Writing Style and Impact

DJ Waldie’'s prose is notable for its clarity and evocative imagery. He
balances descriptive passages with reflective commentary, creating a rhythm
that engages readers both intellectually and emotionally.

Use of Lyrical Language and Vivid Imagery

Waldie’'s descriptions of the suburban landscape are vivid, often poetic. This
lyrical quality helps readers visualize Lakewood as a living entity, filled
with contradictions and memories. The use of metaphor and symbolism enriches
the narrative, inviting readers to think beyond the surface.

Blending Memoir with Cultural Critique

Unlike traditional memoirs that focus solely on personal history, Waldie
incorporates cultural critique seamlessly. This hybrid approach broadens the
memoir’s appeal and deepens its impact, making it relevant for readers
interested in history, sociology, and environmental issues.

Where to Place "Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir"
in Your Reading List

If you enjoy memoirs that offer more than just a personal story, this book is
an excellent choice. It fits well alongside works focusing on American
history, urban studies, and environmental literature.

Complementary Reads

For further exploration of similar themes, consider pairing Waldie'’s memoir



with:

e “Suburban Nation” by Andrés Duany — a critique of suburban sprawl

e “The Death and Life of Great American Cities” by Jane Jacobs — a classic
on urban planning

e “The Geography of Nowhere” by James Howard Kunstler — on the decline of
American communities

e Other memoirs about place and identity, such as Annie Dillard’s “Pilgrim
at Tinker Creek”

Final Thoughts on DJ Waldie’s Memoir

"Holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie" invites readers to reconsider the
suburbs not just as physical spaces but as repositories of memory, culture,
and environmental significance. Waldie’'s reflective and nuanced storytelling
makes this memoir a rich resource for anyone interested in how places shape
lives and how lives, in turn, shape places.

Whether you're a student of American culture, an environmental enthusiast, or
simply a lover of well-crafted memoirs, DJ Waldie’'s work offers insights that
linger long after the last page is turned. It reminds us that beneath the
neat lawns and cookie-cutter houses lies a complex web of stories waiting to
be told.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir' by DJ Waldie
about?

It is a memoir by DJ Waldie that explores his experiences growing up in
Lakewood, California, a planned suburban community, reflecting on themes of
suburban life, environmental change, and personal history.

Who is DJ Waldie, the author of 'Holy Land: A
Suburban Memoir'?

DJ Waldie is an American writer and essayist known for his works on suburban
culture and environmental issues, particularly focusing on Southern
California.



Why is 'Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir' considered
significant in contemporary literature?

The memoir is significant because it offers a deeply personal and critical
perspective on suburban development, environmental degradation, and the
cultural shifts in postwar America, making it a poignant reflection on
American life.

When was 'Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir' first
published?

The book was first published in 1996.

How does DJ Waldie describe suburban life in 'Holy
Land: A Suburban Memoir'?

Waldie describes suburban life as both idyllic and isolating, highlighting
the contradictions of planned communities, the loss of natural landscapes,
and the complex social dynamics within suburban neighborhoods.

Additional Resources

**Exploring Suburbia Through Memory: An In-Depth Look at *Holy Land: A
Suburban Memoir* by DJ Waldie**

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie offers a compelling exploration of
suburban life, memory, and cultural change through the lens of the author’s
personal experiences. DJ Waldie's work stands out as an evocative narrative
that blends memoir with social commentary, drawing readers into the
complexities and contradictions of suburban existence in Southern California.
This memoir not only chronicles a personal history but also serves as a
reflection on the broader socio-environmental transformations that have
shaped American suburbs.

Understanding *Holy Land* in Context

*Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir* is more than just a personal recounting; it is
a thoughtful investigation into the layers of history and development that
define suburban landscapes. DJ Waldie, a writer and professor, uses his
childhood neighborhood in Lakewood, California, as a microcosm for the post-
World War II suburban expansion that transformed much of the United States.
By focusing on a specific geographic and temporal context, Waldie provides
readers with insights into the cultural and physical evolution of suburbia.

The memoir’s title itself, *Holy Land*, carries a layered significance. It



alludes to the almost sacred status residents assign to their suburban
communities, while also hinting at the irony and tensions present beneath the
surface of these seemingly idyllic environments. Waldie'’s narrative captures
this duality, blending nostalgia with critique in a nuanced way.

The Role of Memory and Place

At the heart of DJ Waldie’'s memoir is the interplay between memory and place.
The author’s recollections are not mere sentimental reflections but
analytical engagements with how memory shapes our understanding of home and
identity. Waldie traces the transformation of Lakewood from open land to a
planned suburb, highlighting the physical changes alongside shifts in social
dynamics.

Memory functions as a tool for uncovering forgotten histories and the
consequences of rapid urban development. Through vivid descriptions, Waldie
reveals how the landscape itself carries traces of the past, from remnants of
native flora to the echo of earlier communities displaced by suburbanization.
This approach elevates the memoir beyond personal storytelling into a form of
cultural archaeology.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

DJ Waldie employs a distinctive narrative style that combines lyrical prose
with documentary-like attention to detail. His writing is rich with imagery
and metaphor, offering readers a sensory experience of suburban life. The
memoir’'s prose oscillates between introspective passages and broader social
analysis, providing balance and depth.

One notable feature of *Holy Land* is its nonlinear structure. Waldie
frequently shifts between past and present, weaving childhood memories with
contemporary reflections. This technique mirrors the fragmented nature of
memory and reinforces the theme of temporal complexity in suburban spaces.

Comparisons with Other Suburban Narratives

Compared to other memoirs or studies of suburban life, such as Jonathan
Franzen’s *The Twenty-Seventh City* or Richard Yates'’'s *Revolutionary Road*,
Waldie'’s *Holy Land* is distinguished by its focus on place as a living
entity. While many suburban narratives emphasize social alienation or
domestic malaise, Waldie foregrounds environmental and historical dimensions.

This approach aligns *Holy Land* with a broader genre of place-based memoirs
that explore the intersection of geography, history, and personal identity.
It also contributes to ongoing conversations about the cultural significance



of suburbia, an often overlooked or maligned setting in American literature.

Key Themes in *Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir*

Several prominent themes emerge throughout DJ Waldie’s memoir, each
contributing to the work’s depth and resonance.

1. The Illusion of the American Dream

Waldie critically examines the postwar ideal of suburban living as a symbol
of success and stability. His narrative reveals the contradictions inherent
in this dream—while suburbs promised community and security, they also
fostered conformity and environmental degradation.

2. Environmental Change and Urban Sprawl

A significant portion of the memoir addresses the environmental impact of
suburban development. Waldie documents how the natural landscape was altered
or erased to make way for housing tracts, shopping centers, and freeways. His
reflections serve as an early critique of urban sprawl and its consequences.

3. Memory and Identity Formation

The memoir explores how individual and collective memories shape a sense of
place and belonging. Waldie'’s personal reflections reveal the ways in which
memory is selective, fragmented, and intertwined with cultural narratives.

Pros and Cons of *Holy Land* as a Memoir and
Cultural Document

* Pros:
o Rich, evocative prose that immerses the reader in place and time.

o Insightful blending of personal narrative with broader social and
environmental critiques.

o Unique focus on Southern California suburbia, offering a localized
yet universal perspective.



o Nonlinear storytelling that effectively captures the complexity of
memory.

e Cons:

o The memoir’s introspective style may challenge readers seeking a
straightforward chronological narrative.

o Some readers might desire more direct engagement with contemporary
suburban issues beyond the historical context.

o The focus on a specific locality could limit relatability for those
unfamiliar with Southern California’s geography and history.

The Enduring Relevance of DJ Waldie’s Work

Over two decades since its initial publication, *Holy Land: A Suburban
Memoir* remains a significant contribution to American literary and cultural
studies. Its detailed examination of suburban life continues to resonate in
light of ongoing conversations about urban planning, environmental
sustainability, and community identity.

In an era when suburbs are undergoing new transformations due to
technological, economic, and demographic shifts, Waldie's reflections offer a
valuable historical grounding. The memoir invites readers to reconsider
assumptions about suburbia, encouraging a more nuanced understanding that
acknowledges both its promises and pitfalls.

DJ Waldie’s work also serves as a model for writers and scholars interested
in place-based narratives. His ability to intertwine personal memory with
environmental and social critique exemplifies how memoir can transcend
individual experience to address collective histories.

Exploring *holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie* thus provides a window into
the evolving American landscape and the complex human stories embedded within
it. Through his careful and reflective storytelling, Waldie challenges
readers to engage deeply with the spaces they inhabit and the memories they
carry.
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holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Holy Land: A Suburban Memoir D. J. Waldie,
2005-04-17 Infinitely moving and powerful, just dead-on right, and absolutely original. —Joan Didion
Since its publication in 1996, Holy Land has become an American classic. In quick, translucent prose
(Michiko Kakutani, New York Times) that is at once lyrical and unsentimental, D. J. Waldie recounts
growing up in Lakewood, California, a prototypical post-World War II suburb. Laid out in 316
sections as carefully measured as a grid of tract houses, Holy Land is by turns touching, eerie,
funny, and encyclopedic in its handling of what was gained and lost when thousands of blue-collar
families were thrown together in the suburbs of the 1950s. An intensely realized and wholly original
memoir about the way in which a place can shape a life, Holy Land is ultimately about the resonance
of choices—how wide a street should be, what to name a park—and the hopes that are realized in
the habits of everyday life.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: The Cambridge Companion to the Literature of
Los Angeles Kevin R. McNamara, 2010-05-06 Diverse, vibrant, and challenging as the city itself,
this Companion is the definitive guide to LA in literature.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: The Unfinished Metropolis Benjamin Schneider,
2025-10-21 In The Unfinished Metropolis, Benjamin Schneider explores why America's favorite
things to build--freeways, single-family homes, malls, and downtown office towers--are keeping us
stuck in the past. We deserve cities where housing is abundant, public transit is fast and seamless,
and streets are for more than car storage. To accomplish this, we need to free ourselves from these
outdated forms so we can experiment with new types of housing, new uses for streets, and new
purposes for downtowns. We need to embrace the art of city-building. Talking to urban designers,
planners, and community advocates, Schneider takes readers on an insightful and entertaining tour
of how we can make our cities work better for us today and into the future.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Squirrel Nancy Castaldo, 2025-10-28 Squirrels are a
common sight, seemingly everywhere in wild and urban nature. Their chattering antics in city parks
delight us while their raids on our backyard gardens and birdfeeders never fail to exasperate. But
squirrels are more than amusing backyard entertainers, and few of us know much about them or
fully appreciate their role in keeping the environment healthy. As stress on the natural world
intensifies, should we be paying more attention to the plight of squirrels? In Squirrel, Nancy
Castaldo shines new light on this familiar backyard mammal, exploring their staggering diversity
(they're found on all continents but Antarctica) and the many surprising ways they shape our world,
our communities, and our cultures. Each chapter explores an aspect of squirrels and their close and
sometimes fraught association with humans: their importance to myriad ecosystems through
sophisticated food-caching strategies; their introduction to nineteenth-century urban parks as
adorable ambassadors for nature; their complicated global status as both invasive and endangered;
their role as celebrated cultural icons and social media memes; and ultimately, why we must prevent
population declines and protect their well-being while we can. Like other wildlife species, squirrels
are increasingly stressed by climate change, and their speculative fate may foreshadow our own. The
book includes a detailed bibliography, an exhaustive list of squirrel species and their status, and tips
for coexisting peaceably with squirrels in our yards and neighborhoods. Chapters are introduced by
exquisitely drawn historical illustrations.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: American Empire Joshua Freeman, 2012-08-02 A
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compelling look at the movements and developments that propelled America to world dominance In
this landmark work, acclaimed historian Joshua Freeman has created an epic portrait of a nation
both galvanized by change and driven by conflict. Beginning in 1945, the economic juggernaut
awakened by World War II transformed a country once defined by its regional character into a
uniform and cohesive power and set the stage for the United States’ rise to global dominance.
Meanwhile, Freeman locates the profound tragedy that has shaped the path of American civic life,
unfolding how the civil rights and labor movements worked for decades to enlarge the rights of
millions of Americans, only to watch power ultimately slip from individual citizens to private
corporations. Moving through McCarthyism and Vietnam, from the Great Society to Morning in
America, Joshua Freeman’s sweeping story of a nation’s rise reveals forces at play that will continue
to affect the future role of American influence and might in the greater world.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: The Bulldozer in the Countryside Adam Rome,
2001-04-23 The concern today about suburban sprawl is not new. In the decades after World War II,
the spread of tract-house construction changed the nature of millions of acres of land, and a variety
of Americans began to protest against the environmental costs of suburban development. By the
mid-1960s, indeed, many of the critics were attempting to institutionalize an urban land ethic. The
Bulldozer in the Countryside was the first scholarly work to analyze the successes and failures of the
varied efforts to address the environmental consequences of suburban growth from 1945 to 1970.
For scholars and students of American history, the book offers a compelling insight into two of the
great stories of modern times - the mass migration to the suburbs and the rise of the environmental
movement. The book also offers a valuable historical perspective for participants in contemporary
debates about the alternatives to sprawl.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: High Life Matthew Lasner, 2023-04-04 The first
comprehensive architectural and cultural history of condominium and cooperative housing in
twentieth-century America. Today, one in five homeowners in American cities and suburbs lives in a
multifamily home rather than a single-family house. As the American dream evolves, precipitated by
rising real estate prices and a renewed interest in urban living, many predict that condos will
become the predominant form of housing in the twenty-first century. In this unprecedented study,
Matthew Gordon Lasner explores the history of co-owned multifamily housing in the United States,
from New York City’s first co-op, in 1881, to contemporary condominium and townhouse complexes
coast to coast. Lasner explains the complicated social, economic, and political factors that have
increased demand for this way of living, situating the trend within the larger housing market and
broad shifts in residential architecture and family life. He contrasts the prevalence and popularity of
condos, townhouses, and other privately governed communities with their ambiguous economic,
legal, and social standing, as well as their striking absence from urban and architectural history.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: The Great American Jobs Scam Greg LeRoy,
2005-07-21 For the past 20 years, corporations have been receiving huge tax breaks and subsidies in
the name of jobs, jobs, jobs. But, as Greg LeRoy demonstrates in this important new book, it's
become a costly scam. Playing states and communities off against each other in a bidding war for
jobs, corporations reduce their taxes to next-to-nothing and win subsidy packages that routinely
exceed $100,000 per job. But the subsidies come with few strings attached. So companies feel free
to provide fewer jobs, or none at all, or even outsource and lay people off. They are also free to pay
poverty wages without health care or other benefits. All too often, communities lose twice. They lose
jobs--or gain jobs so low-paying they do nothing to help the community--and lose revenue due to the
huge corporate tax breaks. That means fewer resources for maintaining schools, public services, and
infrastructure. In the end, the local governments that were hoping for economic revitalization are
actually worse off. They're forced to raise taxes on struggling small businesses and working families,
or reduce services, or both. Greg LeRoy uses up-to-the-minute examples, naming names--including
Wal-Mart, Raytheon, Fidelity, Bank of America, Dell, and Boeing--to reveal how the process works.
He shows how carefully corporations orchestrate the bidding wars between states and communities.
He exposes shadowy site location consultants who play both sides against the middle, and he



dissects government and corporate mumbo-jumbo with plain talk. The book concludes by offering
common-sense reforms that will give taxpayers powerful new tools to deter future abuses and
redirect taxpayer investments in ways that will really pay off.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Golden Dreams Kevin Starr, 2011-09-09 A
narrative tour de force that combines wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose, Kevin Starr's
acclaimed multi-volume Americans and the California Dream is an unparalleled work of cultural
history. In this volume, Starr covers the crucial postwar period--1950 to 1963--when the California
we know today first burst into prominence. Starr brilliantly illuminates the dominant economic,
social, and cultural forces in California in these pivotal years. In a powerful blend of telling events,
colorful personalities, and insightful analyses, Starr examines such issues as the overnight creation
of the postwar California suburb, the rise of Los Angeles as Super City, the reluctant emergence of
San Diego as one of the largest cities in the nation, and the decline of political centrism. He explores
the Silent Generation and the emergent Boomer youth cult, the Beats and the Hollywood Rat Pack,
the pervasive influence of Zen Buddhism and other Asian traditions in art and design, the rise of the
University of California and the emergence of California itself as a utopia of higher education, the
cooling of West Coast jazz, freeway and water projects of heroic magnitude, outdoor life and the
beginnings of the environmental movement. More broadly, he shows how California not only became
the most populous state in the Union, but in fact evolved into a mega-state en route to becoming the
global commonwealth it is today. Golden Dreams continues an epic series that has been widely
recognized for its signal contribution to the history of American culture in California. It is a book
that transcends its stated subject to offer a wealth of insight into the growth of the Sun Belt and the
West and indeed the dramatic transformation of America itself in these pivotal years following the
Second World War.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Second Suburb Dianne Harris, 2013-11-06 Carved
from eight square miles of Bucks County farmland northeast of Philadelphia, Levittown,
Pennsylvania, is a symbol of postwar suburbia and the fulfillment of the American Dream. Begun in
1952, after the completion of an identically named community on Long Island, the second Levittown
soon eclipsed its New York counterpart in scale and ambition, yet it continues to live in the shadow
of its better-known sister and has received limited scholarly attention. Second Suburb uncovers the
unique story of Levittown, Pennsylvania, and its significance to American social, architectural,
environmental, and political history. The volume offers a fascinating profile of this planned
community in two parts. The first examines Levittown from the inside, including oral histories of
residents recalling how Levittown shaped their lives. One such reminiscence is by Daisy Myers, part
of the first African American family to move to the community, only to become the targets of a race
riot that would receive international publicity. The book also includes selections from the syndicated
comic strip Zippy the Pinhead, in which Bill Griffith reflects on the angst-ridden trials of growing up
in a Levittown, and an extensive photo essay of neighborhood homes, schools, churches, parks, and
swimming pools, collected by Dianne Harris. The second part of the book views Levittown from the
outside. Contributors consider the community's place in planning and architectural history and the
Levitts' strategies for the mass production of housing. Other chapters address the class stratification
of neighborhood sections through price structuring; individual attempts to personalize a home's
form and space as a representation of class and identity; the builders' focus on the kitchen as the
centerpiece of the home and its greatest selling point; the community's environmental and ecological
legacy; racist and exclusionary sales policies; resident activism during the gas riots of 1979; and
America's lost Eden. Bringing together some of the top scholars in architectural history, American
studies, and landscape studies, Second Suburb explores the surprisingly rich interplay of design,
technology, and social response that marks the emergence and maturation of an exceptionally
potent rendition of the American Dream.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Time Out Los Angeles 8th edition Time Out Guides
Ltd, 2013-05-10 Which? Recommended Provider: Time Out Guides kicks off 2014 by being rated top
guidebook brand by Which? Survey, for level of detail, photography, quality of maps, ease of finding




information and value for money. The capital of the West Coast, a sprawling desert megalopolis
that's home to more stars than the sky at night, Los Angeles continues to enthral all those who visit
it. Time Out's resident team helps you get the best out of the City of Angels, giving you the inside
track on local culture plus hundreds of independent venue reviews. As well as covering visitor
essentials, the Time Out Los Angeles city guide explores the best surfing spots and the city's new
urbanism, and pinpoints the real-life locations used in dozens of Hollywood movies. *Sightseeing in
LA *LA hotels *LA restaurants *LA bars *LA shops *LA maps

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: The Frontier of Leisure Lawrence Culver,
2012-06-07 Tracing the history of Southern California from the late 19th century through the late
20th century, this book reveals how this region did much more than just create lavish resorts like
Santa Catalina Island and Palm Springs - it literally remade American attitudes towards leisure.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Memory and the Built Environment in
20th-Century American Literature Alice Levick, 2021-05-20 From the paving of the Los Angeles
River in 1938 and the creation of the G.I. Bill in 1944, to the construction of the Interstate Highway
System during the late 1950s and the brownstoning movement of the 1970s, throughout the
mid-20th-century the United States saw a wave of changes that had an enduring impact on the
development of urban spaces. Focusing on the relationship between processes of demolition and
restoration as they have shaped the modern built environment, and the processes by which memory
is constructed, hidden, or remade in the literary text, this book explores the ways in which history
becomes entangled with the urban space in which it plays out. Alice Levick takes stock of this
history, both in the form of its externalised, concretised manifestation and its more symbolic
representation, as depicted in the mid-20th-century work of a selection of American writers. Calling
upon access to archival material and interviews with New York academics, authors, local historians
and urban planners, this book locates Freud's 'Uncanny' in the cracks between the absent and
present, invisible and visible, memory and history as they are presented in city narratives,
demonstrating both the passage of time and the imposition of 20th-century modernism. With
reference to the works of D. ]J. Waldie, Joan Didion, Hisaye Yamamoto, Raymond Chandler, Marshall
Berman, Gil Cuadros, Paule Marshall, L. J. Davis, and Paula Fox, Memory and the Built Environment
in 20th-Century American Literature unpacks how time becomes visible in Los Angeles, Sacramento,
Lakewood, and New York in the decades just before and after the Second World War, questioning
how these spaces provide access to the past, in both narrative and spatial forms, and how, at times,
this access is blocked.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Imagining Urban Futures Carl Abbott, 2016-09-13
What science fiction can teach us about urban planning Carl Abbott, who has taught urban studies
and urban planning in five decades, brings together urban studies and literary studies to examine
how fictional cities in work by authors as different as E. M. Forster, Isaac Asimov, Kim Stanley
Robinson, and China Miéville might help us to envision an urban future that is viable and resilient.
Imagining Urban Futures is a remarkable treatise on what is best and strongest in urban theory and
practice today, as refracted and intensely imagined in science fiction. As the human population
grows, we can envision an increasingly urban society. Shifting weather patterns, rising sea levels,
reduced access to resources, and a host of other issues will radically impact urban environments,
while technology holds out the dream of cities beyond Earth. Abbott delivers a compelling critical
discussion of science fiction cities found in literary works, television programs, and films of many
eras from Metropolis to Blade Runner and Soylent Green to The Hunger Games, among many others.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Trees in Paradise Jared Farmer, 2013-10-21 From
roots to canopy, a lush, verdant history of the making of California. California now has more trees
than at any time since the late Pleistocene. This green landscape, however, is not the work of nature.
It’s the work of history. In the years after the Gold Rush, American settlers remade the California
landscape, harnessing nature to their vision of the good life. Horticulturists, boosters, and civic
reformers began to improve the bare, brown countryside, planting millions of trees to create groves,
wooded suburbs, and landscaped cities. They imported the blue-green eucalypts whose tangy



fragrance was thought to cure malaria. They built the lucrative Orange Empire on the sweet juice
and thick skin of the Washington navel, an industrial fruit. They lined their streets with graceful
palms to announce that they were not in the Midwest anymore. To the north the majestic coastal
redwoods inspired awe and invited exploitation. A resource in the state, the durable heartwood of
these timeless giants became infrastructure, transformed by the saw teeth of American enterprise.
By 1900 timber firms owned the entire redwood forest; by 1950 they had clear-cut almost all of the
old-growth trees. In time California’s new landscape proved to be no paradise: the eucalypts in the
Berkeley hills exploded in fire; the orange groves near Riverside froze on cold nights; Los Angeles’s
palms harbored rats and dropped heavy fronds on the streets below. Disease, infestation, and
development all spelled decline for these nonnative evergreens. In the north, however, a new forest
of second-growth redwood took root, nurtured by protective laws and sustainable harvesting. Today
there are more California redwoods than there were a century ago. Rich in character and story,
Trees in Paradise is a dazzling narrative that offers an insightful, new perspective on the history of
the Golden State and the American West.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Moment of Grace Michael Johns, 2004-08-02 An
exceptionally wide-ranging and balanced examination of American culture in the 1950s. Johns spans
the cultural horizon from food and clothing to music, literature, art, architecture and politics. In
highly readable prose, he transmits his enthusiasm for the subject and conveys the sights, sounds,
and smells of ordinary everyday life in America a generation ago. His book will be important to
anyone seriously studying this crucial and largely misunderstood period in American life.—Alan
Ehrenhalt, author of The Lost City: The Forgotten Virtues of Community in America.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Creating the American West Derek R. Everett,
2014-05-27 Boundaries—lines imposed on the landscape—shape our lives, dictating everything from
which candidates we vote for to what schools our children attend to the communities with which we
identify. In Creating the American West, historian Derek R. Everett examines the function of these
internal lines in American history generally and in the West in particular. Drawing lines to create
states in the trans-Mississippi West, he points out, imposed a specific form of political organization
that made the West truly American. Everett examines how settlers lobbied for boundaries and how
politicians imposed them. He examines the origins of boundary-making in the United States from the
colonial era through the Louisiana Purchase. Case studies then explore the ethnic, sectional,
political, and economic angles of boundaries. Everett first examines the boundaries between
Arkansas and its neighboring Native cultures, and the pseudo war between Missouri and lowa. He
then traces the lines splitting the Oregon Country and the states of California and Nevada, and
considers the ethnic and political consequences of the boundary between New Mexico and Colorado.
He explains the evolution of the line splitting the Dakotas, and concludes with a discussion of ways
in which state boundaries can contribute toward new interpretations of borderlands history. A major
theme in the history of state boundaries is the question of whether to use geometric or geographic
lines—in other words, lines corresponding to parallels and meridians or those fashioned by natural
features. With the distribution of western land, Everett shows, geography gave way to geometry and
transformed the West. The end of boundary-making in the late nineteenth century is not the end of
the story, however. These lines continue to complicate a host of issues including water rights, taxes,
political representation, and immigration. Creating the American West shows how the past continues
to shape the present.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: Crabgrass Crucible Christopher C. Sellers, 2012
Although suburb-building created major environmental problems, Christopher Sellers demonstrates
that the environmental movement originated within suburbs--not just in response to unchecked
urban sprawl. Drawn to the countryside as early as the late 19th c

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: In Search of the Mexican Beverly Hills Jerry
Gonzélez, 2017-11-15 Residential and industrial sprawl changed more than the political landscape of
postwar Los Angeles. It expanded the employment and living opportunities for millions of Angelinos
into new suburbs. In Search of the Mexican Beverly Hills examines the struggle for inclusion into




this exclusive world—a multilayered process by which Mexican Americans moved out of the barrios
and emerged as a majority population in the San Gabriel Valley—and the impact that movement had
on collective racial and class identity. Contrary to the assimilation processes experienced by most
Euro-Americans, Mexican Americans did not graduate to whiteness on the basis of their suburban
residence. Rather, In Search of the Mexican Beverly Hills illuminates how Mexican American racial
and class identity were both reinforced by and took on added metropolitan and transnational
dimensions in the city during the second half of the twentieth century.

holy land a suburban memoir dj waldie: The Politics of Public Space Setha Low, Neil
Smith, 2013-01-11 Why is public space disappearing? Why is this disappearance important to
democratic politics and how has it become an international phenomenon? Public spaces are no
longer democratic spaces, but instead centres of private commerce and consumption, and even
surveillance and police control. The Politics of Public Space extends the focus of current work on
public space to include a consideration of the transnational - in the sense of moving people and
transformations in the nation or state - to expand our definition of the 'public' and public space.
Ultimately, public spaces are one of the last democratic forums for public dissent in a civil society.
Without these significant central public spaces, individuals cannot directly participate in conflict
resolution. The Politics of Public Space assembles a superb list of contributors to explore the
important political dimensions of public space as a place where conflicts over cultural and political
objectives become concrete.
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