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History of Now Simon Schama: Exploring the Past Through a Contemporary Lens

history of now simon schama is a fascinating topic that delves into how the
acclaimed historian Simon Schama approaches the understanding of history in
relation to the present moment. Schama, renowned for his eloquent
storytelling and deep insight into art, culture, and politics, offers a
compelling perspective on how history is not just a record of what happened
but also a vibrant dialogue with today’s world. By investigating his work and
philosophy, we can gain a richer appreciation of how the past continuously
shapes our current experiences.

Who is Simon Schama?

Before diving deeper into the history of now Simon Schama represents, it’s
important to understand who Simon Schama is. Born in 1945 in England, Schama
is a British historian, writer, and broadcaster known for his dynamic and
accessible approach to history. With a career spanning several decades, he
has produced numerous acclaimed books and documentaries, covering subjects
from Dutch history to the French Revolution and the history of art.

Schama’'s distinctive style combines rigorous scholarship with vivid
storytelling, making history come alive for a broad audience. His works often
emphasize the emotional and cultural dimensions of historical events, rather
than just political or economic facts. This approach is key to his concept of
the “history of now,” where the past is seen through the lens of contemporary
relevance.

The Concept of “History of Now” in Simon
Schama’s Work

History as a Living Conversation

One of the core ideas behind the history of now Simon Schama advocates is
that history is not frozen in time. Instead, it’s a continuous conversation
between the past and the present. Schama argues that the way we interpret
historical events is always influenced by current values, concerns, and
questions. This means history is dynamic and constantly evolving, shaped by
the context in which it is studied.

For instance, Schama’s exploration of the Dutch Golden Age in his book *The
Embarrassment of Riches* goes beyond a mere chronological account. He



investigates how the Dutch people’s attitudes toward wealth and morality in
the 17th century still resonate with modern debates about capitalism and
cultural identity. This illustrates how historical analysis can illuminate
ongoing social and ethical dilemmas.

Bridging Art, History, and Identity

Simon Schama’s work often blurs the boundaries between history, art, and
cultural identity, which helps deepen our understanding of the history of
now. He believes that art is a powerful medium for capturing the spirit of an
era and revealing how people experienced their world. Through his acclaimed
series *Simon Schama’s Power of Art,* he shows how masterpieces by artists
like Rembrandt, Caravaggio, and Picasso are not just aesthetic achievements
but also reflections of political and social upheavals.

This interdisciplinary approach enriches the history of now by showing how
past artistic expressions continue to influence contemporary cultural and
political conversations. It’'s a reminder that history is not just about facts
and dates but also about human emotions and creativity.

Major Works That Illustrate the History of Now
Simon Schama Presents

The Embarrassment of Riches

Published in 1987, *The Embarrassment of Riches* is considered one of
Schama’s seminal works. It explores the paradoxes of Dutch society during its
Golden Age, focusing on how prosperity coexisted with anxiety about moral
decay and social change. The book’s insights into the relationship between
wealth, identity, and values echo contemporary debates about materialism and
cultural integrity.

A History of Britain

Schama’s television series *A History of Britain* (2000-2002) brought his
engaging narrative style to a wide audience. The series covers British
history from the Stone Age to the 20th century, emphasizing how historical
events have shaped modern British identity. By connecting past struggles and
triumphs to present-day Britain, Schama highlights the ongoing relevance of
history.



Simon Schama’s Power of Art

This groundbreaking series and accompanying book focus on eight iconic works
of art, exploring the artists’ lives and the historical contexts in which
they created their masterpieces. Schama’s storytelling reveals how art can
encapsulate the tensions and transformations of its time, making the history
of now palpable through visual culture.

Why the History of Now Matters

Understanding the Present Through the Past

The history of now Simon Schama champions is crucial because it helps us
understand the complexities of today’s world by examining their roots in the
past. History provides context for current events, allowing us to see
patterns, consequences, and the evolution of ideas. Without this perspective,
we risk repeating mistakes or misinterpreting the forces shaping our lives.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

Schama’s approach encourages readers and viewers to think critically about
history rather than accepting it as a fixed narrative. By showing how history
is interpreted differently across time and cultures, he empowers people to
question sources, consider multiple viewpoints, and appreciate the nuances of
human experience.

Inspiring Engagement with Culture and Politics

The history of now also inspires active engagement with culture and politics.
Schama’s work demonstrates how historical knowledge can inform debates about
identity, justice, and societal values. This makes history not just a subject
to be studied but a tool for participation in civic life.

How to Apply Schama’s History of Now in Your
Own Learning

If you're inspired by Simon Schama’s concept of the history of now, there are
ways to incorporate this perspective into your own exploration of history:



» Connect past events to current issues: When studying historical events,
ask yourself how they relate to today’s political, social, or cultural
challenges.

e Explore art and culture: Look beyond dates and facts to understand the
artistic and cultural contexts of historical periods.

e Consider multiple narratives: Recognize that history is complex and
often contested, so seek out diverse perspectives and sources.

e Engage with history critically: Question assumptions and think about why
certain stories are told the way they are.

The Legacy of Simon Schama’'s Historical
Approach

Simon Schama's method of intertwining the history of now with historical
scholarship has left a significant mark on how history is taught and
appreciated. His ability to translate complex historical themes into
compelling narratives has made history accessible and relevant to millions.
By emphasizing the ongoing dialogue between past and present, Schama reminds
us that history is not just about what happened long ago but about how those
events continue to influence our lives today.

In a world where information overload can sometimes obscure meaningful
understanding, Schama’s history of now offers a thoughtful and engaging way
to make sense of both history and the present. Through his work, history
becomes a living, breathing force — one that challenges, informs, and
inspires.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Simon Schama in the context of 'The History
of Now'?

Simon Schama is a renowned British historian and author who explores
contemporary issues through a historical lens in his work 'The History of
Now. '

What is the main theme of Simon Schama's 'The
History of Now'?

'The History of Now' focuses on understanding current global challenges by



examining their historical roots and the impact of past events on today's
society.

How does Simon Schama approach history in 'The
History of Now'?

Simon Schama uses a narrative style that connects historical events with
present-day issues, emphasizing the continuity and relevance of history in
understanding modern life.

Why is 'The History of Now' by Simon Schama
considered relevant today?

It provides insights into contemporary problems such as politics, culture,
and identity by tracing their origins and evolution through history, helping
readers make sense of the current world.

Has Simon Schama presented 'The History of Now' in
any other formats?

Yes, Simon Schama has delivered lectures and produced documentary content
related to 'The History of Now,' making the historical analysis accessible to
a broader audience.

Additional Resources

History of Now Simon Schama: An Analytical Review of Contemporary Historical
Discourse

history of now simon schama represents a compelling intersection of
historical narrative and present-day reflection. Simon Schama, a renowned
British historian, writer, and broadcaster, has long been celebrated for his
ability to blend meticulous scholarship with accessible storytelling. His
approach to history is not merely retrospective but deeply engaged with the
contemporary moment, often exploring how past events resonate and shape the
"now." This article delves into the concept and execution of Schama’s
"history of now," examining his methodology, thematic focuses, and the
broader implications for historical study in modern society.

Understanding the Concept: What Does "History
of Now" Mean?

At first glance, the phrase "history of now" might seem paradoxical. History
traditionally deals with the past, while "now" refers to the present moment.
Simon Schama’s work challenges this dichotomy by illustrating how history is



not static but a dynamic process that continually informs current identities,
politics, and culture. His narratives often emphasize the continuity between
historical events and contemporary issues, urging audiences to recognize
patterns and lessons that transcend time.

This approach aligns with a growing trend in historiography that prioritizes
relevance and immediacy. Instead of isolating history as a subject confined
to dusty archives or distant eras, Schama’s "history of now" encourages an
active engagement with history as a living dialogue. It is a call to
understand the present through the lens of the past, acknowledging that
current affairs are embedded in long-term historical developments.

Simon Schama’s Methodology: Bridging Past and
Present

Schama’s methodology in crafting the "history of now" involves several
distinctive features:

1. Narrative Storytelling with Scholarly Rigor

Unlike strictly academic histories, Schama’s writing and documentaries often
adopt a narrative style that appeals to a broad audience without sacrificing
scholarly integrity. His ability to weave intricate details into compelling
stories makes history accessible and relevant. This narrative approach helps
elucidate complex historical phenomena by connecting them with contemporary
readers’ experiences.

2. Multidisciplinary Perspectives

Schama frequently incorporates insights from art history, literature,
politics, and social sciences, enriching his historical analyses. This
multidimensional view is crucial in his "history of now" framework, as it
captures the multifaceted nature of human experience and how various cultural
elements intersect across time.

3. Emphasis on Visual and Cultural History

One of Schama’s notable contributions is his focus on visual culture and its
historical significance. Through television series such as "Civilisations"
and "The Power of Art," he explores how art shapes and reflects societal
values, identities, and power structures. This focus extends naturally to his
interpretation of contemporary society, where visual media and cultural



expression continue to influence historical understanding.

Key Works Exemplifying the "History of Now"
Approach

Simon Schama’s oeuvre spans numerous books, television series, and lectures
that embody the "history of now" concept. Several standout examples
illustrate how he bridges past and present:

“A History of Britain”

This series and accompanying books trace the complex evolution of British
identity and politics. Schama does not merely recount events but highlights
their enduring effects on Britain’s modern societal fabric. By doing so, he
invites viewers to consider how historical narratives shape national
consciousness today.

“The Story of the Jews”

In this work, Schama explores Jewish history over millennia, emphasizing
themes of resilience, diaspora, and cultural survival. The narrative
resonates powerfully in contemporary discussions about identity, migration,
and religious tolerance, showing how history informs ongoing societal
debates.

“Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution”

Here, Schama provides an intricate portrait of one of history’s most
transformative moments. His analysis underscores the revolution’s
complexities and contradictions, linking them to modern political ideologies
and social movements. The work demonstrates how revolutionary ideals continue
to influence contemporary governance and civil rights discourse.

The Impact and Reception of Simon Schama’s
"History of Now"

Schama’s integration of history with present-day relevance has garnered both
acclaim and critique within academic and public circles.



Positive Reception

e Accessibility: Schama’s engaging prose and media presence have
popularized history, attracting audiences beyond academia.

e Relevance: By connecting history to current issues, his work encourages
critical thinking about politics, culture, and identity.

e Interdisciplinary Approach: His incorporation of art and culture
broadens the scope of historical inquiry, making it more holistic.

Criticism and Challenges

e Subjectivity: Some scholars argue that Schama’s narrative style
occasionally sacrifices nuance for storytelling appeal.

e Presentism: The focus on contemporary relevance may lead to
"presentism," where past events are interpreted primarily through modern
values and concerns.

e Selective Emphasis: Critics note that his thematic choices sometimes
prioritize certain narratives, potentially overlooking marginalized
perspectives.

Despite these critiques, Schama’s "history of now" remains a significant
contribution to public history, demonstrating how historians can engage with
the present without abandoning scholarly depth.

Comparative Perspectives: Schama and
Contemporary Historians

To fully appreciate Schama’s approach, it is useful to compare it with other
historians’ methodologies addressing contemporary relevance.

David Olusoga

Like Schama, Olusoga focuses on the intersection of history and present-day
identity, particularly regarding race and empire. Both historians use media



to reach wider audiences, but Olusoga places a sharper emphasis on
postcolonial critique, highlighting systemic inequalities rooted in history.

Mary Beard

Beard’s work on classical antiquity also embodies a "history of now"
sensibility, illustrating how ancient history informs modern cultural and
political debates. However, her approach tends to emphasize continuity and
change over dramatic narrative, offering a more measured tone compared to
Schama’s vivid storytelling style.

SEO Considerations: The Significance of
"History of Now Simon Schama"

From an SEO perspective, the phrase "history of now Simon Schama" serves as a
focal keyword that encapsulates both the subject (Simon Schama) and the
thematic lens (history’s relation to the present). Integrating related
keywords such as "contemporary historical analysis," "Simon Schama
documentaries," "history and modern society," and "historical narrative
today" enhances search engine visibility while maintaining natural
readability.

Using varied sentence structures and contextual placement of these LSI
(Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords ensures the article remains engaging and
avoids redundancy. For instance, references to Schama’s television series,
his narrative techniques, and his interdisciplinary methods enrich the
content’s semantic depth, beneficial for both readers and search algorithms.

Future Directions for the Study of Contemporary
History

Simon Schama’s "history of now" approach signals evolving possibilities for
historians in the digital and media age. As societies grapple with rapid
change and complex challenges, the demand for historical perspectives that
illuminate current issues grows. Historians might increasingly adopt
multimedia formats, narrative storytelling, and interdisciplinary frameworks
to connect with diverse audiences.

Moreover, the balance between scholarly rigor and accessibility will remain
crucial. Schama’'s work exemplifies how this balance can be struck, though
ongoing dialogue about inclusivity and representativeness in historical
narratives is essential to refine the "history of now" further.



In sum, Simon Schama’s engagement with history as an active, ongoing
conversation offers a paradigm for appreciating the past’s persistent
influence on our present and future. His contributions continue to inspire
both public interest and academic inquiry, underscoring the enduring
relevance of history in understanding the complexities of the modern world.
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history of now simon schama: An Environmental History of Twentieth-Century Britain John
Sheail, 2017-03-14 Environmental history - the history of the relationship between people and the
natural world - is a dynamic and increasingly important field. In An Environmental History of
Twentieth-Century Britain, John Sheail breaks new ground in illustrating how some of the most
pressing concerns came to be recognised, and a response made. Much use is made of archival
sources in tracing a number of key issues, including: - Management of change by central and local
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engaging their target audience in a digital age? The way history is presented to an audience is often
taken for granted, even ignored. Presenting History explores the vital role played by presenters in
both establishing why history matters in today's world and communicating the past to audiences
within and outside academia. Through case studies of leading historians, historical novelists,
Hollywood filmmakers and television history presenters, this book looks critically at alternative
literary and visual ways of presenting the past as both academic history and popular history.
Historians discussed include Stephen Ambrose, Niall Ferguson, Eric Hobsbawm, Robert A.
Rosenstone, Simon Schama, Joan Wallach Scott and A.]J.P. Taylor. Chapter topics include Hollywood
and history; Michael Bellesiles' controversial history of gun rights in the USA; Philippa Gregory's
historical novels; historians and the David Irving trial; and Terry Deary's 'Horrible Histories'. Raising
serious questions about the nature, study and communication of history, Presenting History is an
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history of now simon schama: Recent Themes in Historical Thinking Donald A. Yerxa,
2008 Described as the New York Review of Books for history, Historically Speaking has emerged as
one of the most distinctive historical publications in recent years, actively seeking out contributions
from a pantheon of leading voices in historical discourse from both inside and outside academia.
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as 1931. Popular conceptions of Wells as racist, imperialist and eugenicist are also challenged. What
emerges is a new perspective on a significant public intellectual and- pioneering prophet of the
twenty-first century.
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history of now simon schama: American History in Transition Yoshinari Yamaguchi,
2020-03-02 In American History in Transition, Yoshinari Yamaguchi provides fresh insights into early
efforts in American history writing, ranging from Jeremy Belknap’s Massachusetts Historical Society
to Emma Willard’s geographic history and Francis Parkman’s history of deep time to Henry Adams’s
thermodynamic history. Although not a well-organized set of professional researchers, these
historians shared the same concern: the problems of temporalization and secularization in history
writing. As the time-honored framework of sacred history was gradually outdated, American
historians at that time turned to individual facts as possible evidence for a new generalization, and
tried different “scientific” theories to give coherency to their writings. History writing was in its
transitional phase, shifting from religion to science, deduction to induction, and static to dynamic
worldview.

history of now simon schama: Thinking Small and Large Peter Forbes, 2025-05-22 The
environmental crisis will not be solved by battery technology. We are looking for answers in the
wrong places. Life began with the hydrogenation of CO2, and this is the process we must return to
in order to heal the planet. Ground-breaking ongoing research into bacterial processes means our
knowledge of bacterial processes is ever-expanding, and we can harness this new knowledge to
develop a parallel carbon economy using engineered bacteria for fuel, food, and materials. This
would enable rewilding on a vast scale, with the small land footprint of bacterial technologies
solving the current conflict in land use between farming and fuel and materials production. In this
fascinating and illuminating book, Peter Forbes shines a light on this crucial technology and offers a
tantalising glimpse at what is possible. To solve the big problems, sometimes you have to think
small.

history of now simon schama: History, Theory, Text Elizabeth A. Clark, 2009-07-01 A
historian of early Christianity considers various theoretical critiques to examine the problems and
opportunities posed by the ways in which history is written. Clark argues for a renewal of the study
of premodern Western history through engagement with the critical methods that have transformed
other humanities disciplines in recent decades.

history of now simon schama: Consuming History Jerome de Groot, 2016-02-08 Consuming
History examines how history works in contemporary popular culture. Analysing a wide range of
cultural entities from computer games to daytime television, it investigates the ways in which society
consumes history and how a reading of this consumption can help us understand popular culture
and issues of representation. In this second edition, Jerome de Groot probes how museums have
responded to the heritage debate and how new technologies from online game-playing to internet
genealogy have brought about a shift in access to history, discussing the often conflicted
relationship between ‘public’ and academic history and raising important questions about the theory
and practice of history as a discipline. Fully revised throughout with up-to-date examples from
sources such as Wolf Hall, Game of Thrones and 12 Years a Slave, this edition also includes new
sections on the historical novel, gaming, social media and genealogy. It considers new,
ground-breaking texts and media such as YouTube in addition to entities and practices, such as
re-enactment, that have been underrepresented in historical discussion thus far. Engaging with a
broad spectrum of source material and comparing the experiences of the UK, the USA, France and
Germany as well as exploring more global trends, Consuming History offers an essential path
through the debates for readers interested in history, cultural studies and the media.

history of now simon schama: Cyborgism: Cyborgs, Performance and Society David Kreps,
2007-09 Developed from a PhD thesis, this book ranges across history, philosophy, sociology and
performance to examine the nature of identity in a world where machines are becoming more and
more a part of our lives, and of ourselves.

history of now simon schama: Civilisation and Fear Wojciech Kalaga, Agnieszka KIis,
2012-03-15 Paradoxically, if nature has always been a source of fear, civilisation - its other and at



the same time the epitome of progress and order - has not only doubled fear itself, but also added its
new sister, anxiety. In effect, the notions of civilisation, fear and anxiety can hardly be separated.
Fear - either linked with anxiety or distinct from it - lies at the foundation of civilisation, which as
much promises to shelter us from these afflictions as it does proliferate them. Confronted no longer
with the adversary powers of nature, humans have to face now the adversary powers produced by
their own endeavours and ideologies. Each effort aimed at attaining an equilibrium results in new,
unexpected rifts and breaches into which fear and anxiety grow. Out of the games played between
fear and civilisation there emerge new versions of the human subject: homo anxious, homo civilis,
homo rationalis. This volume represents a collection of papers devoted to the many various relations
between fear and society, culture and civilisation - both Western and Eastern, contemporary and
past. The articles collected here approach the relationship of civilisation, fear, anxiety and the
subject from multiple perspectives. Relating to modern critical thought, including that of Kant,
Freud, Derrida, Kierkegaard, and Heidegger, they investigate the objects, causes and effects of fear:
reality, nature, reason, libidinal excess, atheism, critical discourse, technological advances,
conspiracy, terrorism, capital punishment, the diversity of cultures, and the breakdown of
civilisation as a whole: most of all, however, they explore the various shades of fear itself.

history of now simon schama: Icons of War and Terror John Tulloch, R. Warwick Blood,
2012-07-26 This book explores the ideas of key thinkers and media practitioners who have examined
images and icons of war and terror. Icons of War and Terror explores theories of iconic images of
war and terror, not as received pieties but as challenging uncertainties; in doing so, it engages with
both critical discourse and conventional image-making. The authors draw on these theories to
re-investigate the media/global context of some of the most iconic representations of war and terror
in the international ‘risk society’. Among these photojournalistic images are: Nick Ut’s Pulitzer Prize
winning photograph of a naked girl, Kim Phuc, running burned from a napalm attack in Vietnam in
June 1972; a quintessential ‘ethnic cleansing’ image of massacred Kosovar Albanian villagers at
Racak on January 15, 1999, which finally propelled a hesitant Western alliance into the first of the
‘new humanitarian wars’; Luis Simco’s photograph of marine James Blake Miller, ‘the Marlboro
Man’, at Fallujah, Iraq, 2004; the iconic toppling of the World Trade Centre towers in New York by
planes on September 11, 2001; and the ‘Falling Man’ icon - one of the most controversial images of
9/11; the image of one of the authors of this book, as close-up victim of the 7/7 terrorist attack on
London, which the media quickly labelled iconic. This book will be of great interest to students of
media and war, sociology, communications studies, cultural studies, terrorism studies and security
studies in general.

history of now simon schama: Learning to Teach History in the Secondary School Terry
Haydn, Alison Stephen, James Arthur, Martin Hunt, 2012-11-12 In some hands, history can be an
inspirational and rewarding subject, yet in others it can seem dry and of little relevance. The aim of
this textbook is to enable student teachers to learn to teach history in a way that pupils will find
interesting, enjoyable and purposeful. It incorporates a wide range of ideas about the teaching of
history with practical suggestions for classroom practice. This is the third edition of a textbook that
has established itself as the leading text for student teachers of history. It has been thoroughly
updated, with a revised chapter on the use of ICT in history teaching and major new sections in the
areas of inclusion, resources, assessment and professional development. It provides an array of
references and materials that give a sound theoretical foundation for the teaching of history,
including weblinks to further resources. A range of tasks enable students to put their learning into
practice in the classroom. The book also provides reference and access to a wide range of recent and
relevant research in the field of history education, which will be of use to student teachers pursuing
courses that have a Masters Level component. In all, it is an invaluable resource for student and
beginning history teachers.

history of now simon schama: Environmental Laws and Their Enforcement - Volume I A. Dan
Tarlock, John C. Dernbach, 2009-11-25 Environmental Laws and Their Enforcement is a component
of Encyclopedia of Social Sciences and Humanities in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support



Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias. The volume on
Environmental Laws and Their Enforcement deals, in two volumes , with a myriad of issues of great
relevance to our world such as: Sustainable Development and National Governance; History of
Environmental Law; International Environmental Law; Constitutional Law; International Binding
Mechanisms; Laws Governing Freshwater and Ground Water Pollution; Forestry; Biodiversity
Conservation and Endangered Species Protection; International Guidelines and Principles;
Compliance Models for Enforcement of Environmental Laws And Regulations; International
Environmental Law; Life Support Systems: Law and Policy; The Principle of Sustainable
Development in International Development Law; Environmental Pollution Regulations; Social
Concerns for Environmental Exposures to Toxic Substances; Regulation of Air and Pollutants. These
volumes are aimed at the following five major target audiences: University and College Students,
Educators, Professional Practitioners, Research Personnel and Policy Analysts, Managers, and
Decision Makers and NGOs.
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