language spoken in vietnam

Language Spoken in Vietnam: A Deep Dive into Vietnam's Linguistic Landscape

language spoken in vietnam is a fascinating topic that opens a window into the country's rich cultural
heritage and diverse ethnic tapestry. When many people think of Vietnam, the first thing that comes to
mind is the Vietnamese language, but the linguistic scene here is far more complex and colorful than
one might expect. From the official language to the many minority dialects and the influence of foreign
tongues, Vietnam’s language fabric reveals much about its history, society, and modern-day

interactions.

The Official Language: Vietnamese

The Vietnamese language, known locally as "Ti[lng Vil:lt," is by far the dominant language spoken in
Vietnam. It serves as the official language of the country and is used in government, education, media,
and daily communication for the majority of the population. Vietnamese belongs to the Austroasiatic

language family and is characterized by its tonal nature and unique alphabet.

The Vietnamese Alphabet and Pronunciation

One interesting fact about the language spoken in Vietnam is its use of the Latin alphabet, which was
introduced by French missionaries in the 17th century. This writing system is called "Qu[lc Ng[l" and
replaced the traditional Chinese characters that were previously used. The Viethamese alphabet
includes additional diacritics to indicate tones and specific vowel sounds, making pronunciation quite

challenging for learners.

Vietnamese is a tonal language, meaning that the pitch or intonation used when pronouncing a word



can change its meaning entirely. There are six distinct tones in Northern Vietnamese, which is
considered the standard dialect, while Southern and Central Viethamese dialects have slightly different

tonal systems.

Dialects Within Vietnamese

The language spoken in Vietham is not uniform; it varies regionally, primarily across three main dialect

groups:

- **Northern Dialect (Hanoi):** Often considered the standard, it is used in education and official
communication.

- **Central Dialect (Hue):** Known for its unique tones and vocabulary influenced by historical royal
language.

- **Southern Dialect (Ho Chi Minh City):** Features softer tones and different pronunciation patterns.

These dialectical differences can sometimes make communication between people from different

regions a bit tricky, but they all fall under the umbrella of the Viethamese language.

Minority Languages and Ethnic Groups

Vietnam is home to 54 recognized ethnic groups, many of which have their own languages and
dialects. While Vietnamese serves as the lingua franca that unites the country, minority languages

continue to play a vital role in preserving cultural identity.

Languages of Ethnic Minorities

Among the many minority languages spoken in Vietnam, some of the most prominent include:



- **Tay:** Spoken by the Tay people primarily in the northern mountainous regions.

- **MDDng:** Related closely to Vietnamese but distinct enough to be considered a separate
language.

- **Hmong:** Used by the Hmong ethnic group scattered across northern Vietham.

- **Cham:** Belongs to the Austronesian family and is spoken by the Cham people in central and
southern Vietnam.

- **Khmer:** Spoken by the Khmer Krom people in the Mekong Delta region.

These languages often have limited written forms and are mostly transmitted orally, contributing to the

rich tapestry of Vietnam's cultural heritage.

Preservation Challenges

Many minority languages in Vietnam face challenges such as declining numbers of speakers and
limited official support. Efforts are underway by both government and non-governmental organizations
to document and revitalize these languages through education and cultural programs. Understanding
and appreciating the language spoken in Vietham means also acknowledging the diversity beyond

Vietnamese.

Foreign Languages in Vietnam

With globalization and Vietnam's growing role in international trade and tourism, foreign languages
have become increasingly important. English, in particular, has been embraced widely, especially

among younger generations and professionals.

English as a Second Language



English is currently the most commonly taught foreign language in Viethnamese schools. Many
Vietnamese people learn English to improve job prospects, communicate with tourists, or participate in
global business. Major cities like Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City have numerous language centers, and

international companies often require English proficiency.

Other Foreign Languages

Besides English, French holds historical significance as a legacy of colonial rule. While its usage has
declined significantly, French remains a second language in some educational institutions and among
older generations. Additionally, Chinese, Japanese, and Korean are gaining popularity due to

economic ties and cultural exchanges.

The Role of Language in Viethamese Culture and Society

Understanding the language spoken in Vietnam offers a glimpse into the values and traditions of its

people. Language is deeply intertwined with Viethamese customs, literature, and social interactions.

Language and Communication Styles

Vietnamese communication is often indirect and polite, with a strong emphasis on respect and
hierarchy. The language itself reflects this through a complex system of pronouns and honorifics that
change depending on the relationship, age, or social status of the speakers. Mastering these nuances

is essential for anyone wanting to engage meaningfully with Vietnamese speakers.



Language in Literature and Media

Vietnamese boasts a rich literary tradition that dates back centuries. From classical poetry to modern
novels and popular music, the language spoken in Vietnam is a vessel for storytelling and cultural
expression. Contemporary Viethamese media also plays a pivotal role in shaping and reflecting the

evolving linguistic landscape.

Tips for Learning the Language Spoken in Vietnam

If you're planning to visit or live in Vietham, picking up some Viethamese can greatly enhance your

experience. Here are some practical tips:
o Start with Tones: Since Vietnamese is tonal, focus early on mastering the six tones to avoid
misunderstandings.

e Learn Common Phrases: Greetings, thank you, and basic questions go a long way in daily

interactions.

e Use Language Apps: Apps like Duolingo, Memrise, or specialized Viethamese language apps can

help build vocabulary.

¢ Practice with Locals: Immersing yourself in conversation is one of the best ways to improve

fluency.

¢ Understand Cultural Context: Learning about Vietnamese customs and social norms will help

you use the language appropriately.



Final Thoughts on the Language Spoken in Vietnam

The language spoken in Vietnam is more than just a means of communication; it is a reflection of the
country’s history, diversity, and ongoing evolution. Whether it’s the melodious tones of Vietnamese, the
vibrant minority languages, or the growing influence of foreign tongues, Vietnam’s linguistic landscape
is a captivating subject for anyone interested in culture and language. Exploring it opens doors to

deeper connections and a richer understanding of this dynamic Southeast Asian nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language spoken in Vietham?

The official language spoken in Vietnam is Vietnamese.

Are there any regional dialects of Viethamese in Vietham?

Yes, there are several regional dialects of Vietnamese, mainly Northern, Central, and Southern
dialects, each with distinct pronunciation and vocabulary.

Is English widely spoken in Vietham?

English is increasingly spoken in urban areas and among younger generations in Vietham, especially
in business and tourism sectors, but it is not an official language.

What other minority languages are spoken in Vietham?

Besides Vietnamese, minority languages such as Tay, Muong, Khmer, Hmong, and Cham are spoken

by various ethnic groups in Vietnam.



How important is Vietnamese language proficiency for foreigners living
in Vietham?

Proficiency in Viethamese is very helpful for foreigners living in Vietham as it facilitates daily

communication, business, and cultural integration.
Is French still spoken in Vietham?
French is spoken by some older generations and in certain cultural or educational contexts, due to

Vietnam's colonial history, but it is not widely used today.

What script is used to write the Viethamese language?

Vietnamese is written using the Latin-based alphabet called Qch NgD, which includes additional

diacritics for tones and certain letters.

Additional Resources

Language Spoken in Vietnam: A Linguistic Overview

Language spoken in Vietnam offers a fascinating glimpse into the country’s rich cultural tapestry and
historical influences. As one of Southeast Asia’s most linguistically diverse nations, Vietnam presents a
complex linguistic landscape that reflects its ethnic diversity, colonial past, and modern globalization.
Understanding the language dynamics in Vietham not only sheds light on communication within the
country but also provides insights into its social structure, education systems, and international

interactions.

The Predominance of Viethamese Language

The Vietnamese language, or Til:lng Vil:lt, is the official and most widely spoken language in Vietnam.



It belongs to the Austroasiatic language family and is primarily spoken by the Kinh ethnic majority, who
constitute about 85-90% of the population. Vietnamese serves as the lingua franca across the country,

uniting various ethnic groups despite their linguistic differences.

Vietnamese is written using the Latin-based Qu[lc Ng[l script, which was developed in the 17th
century by French missionaries and later institutionalized during French colonial rule. This writing
system replaced the traditional Chinese-based ChD NOm script, making literacy more accessible to the

general population and contributing to the widespread adoption of the language.

Linguistic Features of Vietnamese

Vietnamese is a tonal language, meaning that variations in pitch can change the meaning of words. It
has six distinct tones in the Northern dialect, which is considered the standard, while the Central and

Southern dialects have fewer tones and notable phonetic differences. The tonal nature of Vietnamese
presents a unique challenge for language learners, requiring careful attention to pronunciation to avoid

misunderstandings.

Additionally, Viethamese grammar is analytic, relying on word order and particles rather than inflection
to convey meaning. The language has no gender or plural forms in nouns, and verbs do not conjugate

according to tense. Instead, temporal context is indicated through auxiliary words or adverbs.

Ethnic Minority Languages in Vietnam

While Viethamese dominates public life, Vietham is home to over 50 ethnic minority groups, many of
whom speak their own native languages. These languages belong to several language families,

reflecting the country’s ethnolinguistic diversity.



Tai-Kadai and Hmong-Mien Languages

Several ethnic groups in northern Vietham speak languages from the Tai-Kadai family, such as Tay,
Nung, and Thai, which are closely related to languages spoken in southern China and Laos. These
languages often feature tonal systems similar to Vietnamese but have distinct vocabularies and

grammatical structures.
The Hmong-Mien language family is represented by the Hmong and Dao peoples, primarily residing in

mountainous regions. These languages also use tones and have rich oral traditions, although they are

less commonly written.

Austroasiatic and Austronesian Minority Languages

Besides Vietnamese, other Austroasiatic languages include Muong, spoken in the northern highlands,
which shares considerable lexical similarity with Vietnamese. The Central Highlands are home to
several Austronesian languages spoken by groups like the Cham and Raglai. These languages
contribute to the cultural mosaic of Vietham but are often endangered due to assimilation pressures

and decreasing numbers of native speakers.

Influences of Foreign Languages

Vietnam’s linguistic profile has been shaped by centuries of foreign influence, particularly from China

and France, as well as contemporary globalization trends.

Chinese Language Influence

Historically, Chinese was the language of administration and scholarship in Vietnam for over a



millennium. Classical Chinese characters were used extensively before the adoption of the Latin-based
Qul:lc Ngl:l script. Even today, Sino-Vietnamese vocabulary constitutes a significant portion of the

Vietnamese lexicon, especially in academic, legal, and technical terminology.

French Language Legacy

French colonization left an indelible mark on the Viethamese language and education system.
Although French is no longer widely spoken, it remains an important second language for many older
generations and professionals in specific fields like law and diplomacy. French loanwords can still be

found in Vietnamese, especially in culinary and administrative contexts.

English as a Global Lingua Franca

In recent decades, English has become the most important foreign language taught in Vietnam’s
schools. Its rising prominence is driven by economic development, international trade, and tourism.
English proficiency is increasingly seen as essential for career advancement and global

communication, with many universities and private institutions offering intensive English programs.

Language Policy and Education

Vietnam’s government has implemented language policies aimed at promoting Vietnamese as the
national language while recognizing the importance of preserving minority languages. The education
system prioritizes Vietnamese literacy, but bilingual education programs exist in regions with significant

ethnic minority populations.

Efforts to maintain minority languages face challenges due to urbanization, interethnic marriages, and

the dominance of Vietnamese in media and commerce. Nevertheless, some initiatives focus on



documenting and revitalizing endangered languages through community engagement and academic

research.

Challenges and Opportunities

The balance between national unity and cultural diversity is a persistent theme in Vietnam’s language
policy. While Vietnamese serves as a unifying medium, the vitality of minority languages depends on
increased support and recognition. The growing interest in language preservation aligns with broader

global trends emphasizing linguistic rights and cultural heritage.

At the same time, the expansion of English language education positions Vietnam advantageously in

the global economy but also raises questions about the impact on local languages and identities.

Conclusion: The Dynamic Language Landscape of Vietham

The language spoken in Vietham encapsulates a dynamic interplay of tradition, identity, and
modernization. Viethamese remains the cornerstone of communication and cultural expression, while
minority languages enrich the nation’s diversity. Foreign language influences from Chinese, French,
and increasingly English highlight Vietham’s historical interactions and aspirations in a globalized

world.
Navigating this complex linguistic environment requires thoughtful policies that promote inclusivity and

adaptability. As Vietnam continues to evolve, its languages will remain vital indicators of its social

fabric and international engagement.
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language spoken in vietnam: Vietnam Bobbie Kalman, 2002 Examines aspects of Vietnamese
society, including family ties, types of homes, city and village life, clothing, language, employment,
ethnic minorities, and leisure activities.

language spoken in vietnam: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2020-09-03 Are you
curious to know what all human languages have in common and in what ways they differ? Do you
want to find out how language can be used to trace different peoples and their past? Then this book
is for you! Now in its third edition, it guides beginners through the rich diversity of the world's
languages. It presupposes no background in linguistics, and introduces the reader to linguistic
concepts with the help of problem sets, end of chapter exercises and an extensive bibliography.
Charts of language families provide geographical and genealogical information, and engaging
sidebars with demographic, social, historical and geographical facts help to contextualise and bring
languages to life. This edition includes a fully updated glossary of all linguistic terms used, new
problem sets, and a new chapter on cartography. Supplementary online materials include links to all
websites mentioned, and answers to the exercises for instructors.

language spoken in vietnam: The Languages and Linguistics of South Asia Hans Henrich
Hock, Elena Bashir, 2016-05-24 With nearly a quarter of the world’s population, members of at least
five major language families plus several putative language isolates, South Asia is a fascinating
arena for linguistic investigations, whether comparative-historical linguistics, studies of language
contact and multilingualism, or general linguistic theory. This volume provides a state-of-the-art
survey of linguistic research on the languages of South Asia, with contributions by well-known
experts. Focus is both on what has been accomplished so far and on what remains unresolved or
controversial and hence offers challenges for future research. In addition to covering the languages,
their histories, and their genetic classification, as well as phonetics/phonology, morphology, syntax,
and sociolinguistics, the volume provides special coverage of contact and convergence, indigenous
South Asian grammatical traditions, applications of modern technology to South Asian languages,
and South Asian writing systems. An appendix offers a classified listing of major sources and
resources, both digital/online and printed.

language spoken in vietnam: The Languages of Mainland Southeast Asia N. ]J. Enfield,
2021-04-01 Mainland Southeast Asia is one of the most fascinating and complex cultural and
linguistic areas in the world. This book provides a rich and comprehensive survey of the history and
core systems and subsystems of the languages of this fascinating region. Drawing on his depth of
expertise in mainland Southeast Asia, Enfield includes more than a thousand data examples from
over a hundred languages from Cambodia, China, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam,
bringing together a wealth of data and analysis that has not previously been available in one place.
Chapters cover the many ways in which these languages both resemble each other, and differ from
each other, and the diversity of the area's languages is highlighted, with a special emphasis on
minority languages, which outnumber the national languages by nearly a hundred to one. The result
is an authoritative treatment of a fascinating and important linguistic area.

language spoken in vietnam: The Major Languages of East and South-East Asia Bernard
Comrie, 2022-02-16 Based on Bernard Comrie's much praised The World's Major Languages, this is
a key guide to an important language family. The areas covered include Chinese, Japanese and
Sino-Tibetan languages.

language spoken in vietnam: Ethnic Minority Languages in China Qingsheng Zhou,
2020-09-21 This book describes and analyzes the situation of minority languages in China.

language spoken in vietnam: Cataloguing the World's Endangered Languages Lyle
Campbell, Anna Belew, 2018-02-02 Cataloguing the World’s Endangered Languages brings together
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the results of the extensive and influential Catalogue of Endangered Languages (ELCat) project.
Based on the findings from the most extensive endangered languages research project, this is the
most comprehensive source of accurate information on endangered languages. The book presents
the academic and scientific findings that underpin the online Catalogue, located at
www.endangeredlanguages.com, making it an essential companion to the website for academics and
researchers working in this area. While the online Catalogue displays much data from the ELCat
project, this volume develops and emphasizes aspects of the research behind the data and includes
topics of great interest in the field, not previously covered in a single volume. Cataloguing the
World’s Endangered Languages is an important volume of particular interest to academics and
researchers working with endangered languages.

language spoken in vietnam: How to Support the Neuropsychological Health of the
Vietnamese Diaspora Lauren G. Mai, Lindsay N. Vo, 2025-03-31 How to Support the
Neuropsychological Health of the Vietnamese Diaspora is the first book in a new series entitled A
Clinical Guide to the Neuropsychological Health of Immigrant Populations, which guides clinicians in
the art and science of providing culturally competent services to specific communities. Grounded in
evidence-based research and clinical experience, the book offers a better understanding of the
unique problems and experiences that the Vietnamese population share, along with examples of how
to navigate cultural differences in the assessment and treatment of cognitive impairment. The book
reviews the sociocultural and historical factors relevant to those of Vietnamese descent, which help
to conceptualize individuals' presentations, common socio-cultural considerations for assessment or
treatment, and literature related to working with this population in an international and medical
context. It also offers current practice guidelines or approaches to assessment and intervention,
along with case studies, a glossary of the necessary cognitive science terms in Vietnamese, and
practical resources. It is essential reading for clinicians in the patient care setting, as well as
students and researchers in clinical neuropsychology and related fields of psychology, sociology,
medicine and forensics.

language spoken in vietnam: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher
Moseley, 2018-04-19 Three separate chapters on the languages of the Americas: North America,
Meso-America and South America, with key historical maps for America fully updated The only
language atlas of this scope available Internationally renowned chapter editors and contributors A
key reference for language, linguistics and anthropology departments Special pre-publication price
of £325

language spoken in vietnam: Vietnamese language guide for travelers YouGuide Ltd,

language spoken in vietnam: An Introduction to Vietnam Vietnam Council on Foreign
Relations, 1970

language spoken in vietnam: An Introduction to Vietnam Vietnam. B0 ngoai giao, 1969

language spoken in vietnam: The World's Major Languages Bernard Comrie, 1987 Detailed
guide to the world's forty major languages with full historical, sociological, and linguistic
information.

language spoken in vietnam: Encyclopedia of Linguistics Philipp Strazny, 2013-02-01 Utilizing
a historical and international approach, this valuable two-volume resource makes even the more
complex linguistic issues understandable for the non-specialized reader. Containing over 500
alphabetically arranged entries and an expansive glossary by a team of international scholars, the
Encyclopedia of Linguistics explores the varied perspectives, figures, and methodologies that make
up the field.

language spoken in vietnam: U.S. Army Special Forces Language Visual Training
Materials - VIETNAMESE , Over 200 pages ... Developed by I Corps Foreign Language Training
Center Fort Lewis, WA For the Special Operations Forces Language Office United States Special
Operations Command LANGUAGE TRAINING The ability to speak a foreign language is a core
unconventional warfare skill and is being incorporated throughout all phases of the qualification
course. The students will receive their language assignment after the selection phase where they




will receive a language starter kit that allows them to begin language training while waiting to
return to Fort Bragg for Phase II. The 3rd Bn, 1st SWTG (A) is responsible for all language training
at the USAJFKSWCS. The Special Operations Language Training (SOLT) is primarily a
performance-oriented language course. Students are trained in one of ten core languages with
enduring regional application and must show proficiency in speaking, listening and reading. A
student receives language training throughout the Pipeline. In Phase IV, students attend an 8 or 14
week language blitz depending upon the language they are slotted in. The general purpose of the
course is to provide each student with the ability to communicate in a foreign language. For
successful completion of the course, the student must achieve at least a 1/1/1 or higher on the
Defense Language Proficiency Test in two of the three graded areas; speaking, listening and
reading. Introduction Lesson 1 People and Geography Lesson 2 Living and Working Lesson 3
Numbers, Dates, and Time Lesson 4 Daily Activities Lesson 5 Meeting the Family Lesson 6 Around
Town Lesson 7 Shopping Lesson 8 Eating Out Lesson 9 Customs, and Courtesies in the Home Lesson
10 Around the House Lesson 11 Weather and Climate Lesson 12 Personal Appearance Lesson 13
Transportation Lesson 14 Travel Lesson 15 At School Lesson 16 Recreation and Leisure Lesson 17
Health and the Human Body Lesson 18 Political and International Topics in the News Lesson 19 The
Military Lesson 20 Holidays and Traditions

language spoken in vietnam: One Thousand Languages Peter Austin, 2008 Presents an
overview of the living, endangered, and extinct languages of the world, providing the total number of
speakers of the language, its history, and maps of the geographic areas where it is presently spoken
or where it was spoken in the past.

language spoken in vietnam: Vietnamese Language, Education and Change In and
Outside Vietnam Phan Le Ha, Dat Bao, Joel Windle, 2024-05-21 This open access edited book
attempts to break new ground in investigating multiple facets of Vietnamese language, education
and change in global contexts, engaging with global Vietnam through complex lenses of language
and education. Issues of language, globalization, and global identities have often been framed
through the lens of hierarchical/binary power relations, and/or through a dichotomy between
hyper-central languages, such as English, and revisualized or marginalized local language and
cultures. In this book, this dichotomy is turned on its head by considering how Vietnam and
Vietnamese are constructed in and outside Vietnam and enacted in global spaces of classrooms,
textbooks, student mobility, community engagement, curriculum, and intercultural contacts.
Vietnamese is among the world’s most spoken languages and is ranked in the top 20th in terms the
number of speakers. Yet, at the same time, as a ‘peripheral’ or ‘southern’ global language as often
seen in the Global North-Global South spectrum, the dynamics of multilingual and multicultural
encounters involving Vietnamese generate distinctive dilemmas and tensions, as well as pointing to
alternative ways of thinking about global phenomena from a fresh angle. Rather than being outside
of the global, Vietnamese - like many other ‘non-central’ global languages - is present in diasporas,
commercial, and transnational structures of higher education, schooling, and in the more
conventional settings of primary and secondary school, in which visions of culture and language also
evoke notions of heritage and tradition as well as bring to the fore deep seated ideological conflicts
across time, space, communities, and generations. Relevant to students and scholars researching
language, education, identity, multiculturalism, and their intersections, particularly related to
Vietnam, but also in Southeast Asia and beyond, this volume is a pioneering investigation into
overlooked contexts and languages from a global, southern-oriented perspective. This book presents
an eclectic collection of 15 chapters unified by an interest in developing and teaching the
Vietnamese language. To my knowledge, there has been no previous attempt to make the national
language of Vietnam a focus for as many perspectives as are documented in the book. In this regard,
the book makes an original and intriguing contribution to the literature on Vietnamese culture,
including the culture of Vietnam'’s expanding diaspora. The book is pioneering in the extent to which
it draws attention to the many roles played by a national language in a nation’s political, social and
cultural development. It also documents the challenges of preserving a national language in settings



where it is at risk of being marginalized. It is pleasing that so many of the contributing authors are
young Vietnamese scholars who can provide a distinctly Vietnamese perspective on concepts and
practices of global significance. - Dr. MartinHayden, Emeritus Professor of Higher Education,
Southern Cross University, Australia Vietnamese Language, Education and Change In and Outside
Vietnam brings together an excellent collection of chapters that highlight the diverse and important
but under-explored roles Vietnamese language plays in different settings within and outside
Vietnam. The fifteen chapters of this much needed book provide unique insights into various aspects
and meanings of Vietnamese language. Collectively, the volume contributes to broadening our view
about the evolution and transformation of Vietnamese language under the impacts of local, national,
regional and global forces. The book invites readers to engage in a reflective and intersectional
approach to rethinking and re-examining our understandings of the changes and developments of
Vietnamese language over the history of the country. - Dr Ly Tran, Professor, Centre for Research
for Educational Impact (REDI), Deakin University, Australia, and Founder: Australia-Vietnam
International Education Centre

language spoken in vietnam: Customs and Culture of Vietnam Ann Caddell Crawford,
2012-08-07 A concise, information-packed background of the history and culture of Vietnam,
including the country's relations with the United States. Comprehensive and authoritative, this book
accurately describes this fascinating country. The author begins with a description of the
geographical features of the country and the various tribes and people that inhabit it, then reviews
the various religions, the educational system, and customs that have played and continue to play
determinative roles in the lives of the Vietnamese. The French colonial period and its influence on
the religion and educational system of the country are covered as well as such fascinating sidelights
as eating habits, society, and hair styles. A separate chapter covers arts of this part of Asia. These
include the theater as well as painting, architecture, sculpture, music, and literature. Some
Vietnamese legends are retold in the final chapter. Visitors to this country will be especially
interested in the sections on language, customs, festivals, holidays, and recreation, not to mention
places to visit. Miss Hau Dinh Cam, a Vietnamese artist, has given added life to many pages with her
drawings of the people in scenes of daily life.

language spoken in vietnam: Vietnam, an Annotated Bibliography , 1968

language spoken in vietnam: The Role of Context in Language Teachers’ Self Development
and Motivation Amy S. Thompson, 2021-02-09 This book unpacks data from conversations with
bi-/multilingual EFL teachers whose L1s are languages other than English and who are from
understudied contexts - Argentina, Egypt, Estonia, Senegal, Turkey, Ukraine, and Vietnam - to
provide insights into the formation of ideal teacher selves. The author discusses the complexities
surrounding the development of the teachers’ selves and motivation, as well as their intertwinement
with the sociopolitical realities of their individual contexts. The work reveals how these realities, and
the specific social interactions that occur therein, influence the language learning and teaching
processes; it also challenges the notions of and the need for a native/non-native speaker dichotomy
in the field. Expanding on Ushioda’s (2009) person-in-context approach and reflecting on the
multilingual settings of the teachers, the integration of the context-specific politics of language
learning and teaching is a fresh approach to work in motivation.
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