a history of us curriculum

A History of US Curriculum: Tracing the Evolution of American Education

a history of us curriculum reveals a fascinating journey that mirrors the social, political,
and cultural transformations of the nation itself. From the early colonial days to the
modern era, the way Americans have approached education and what they have
prioritized in their classrooms tells a story not only about schooling but also about
identity, values, and aspirations. Understanding this history offers valuable insight into
how current educational practices came to be and why debates about curriculum continue
to be so passionate today.

The Colonial Foundations: Early Education in
America

When European settlers first arrived in North America, education was largely influenced
by their countries of origin, primarily England. The earliest curricula were simple and
focused on religious instruction, literacy, and basic arithmetic. The Puritans, for example,
believed that reading the Bible was essential, so they emphasized reading and writing
skills from a young age.

Religious Influence and the Role of the Church

In the 17th and early 18th centuries, education was closely tied to religious institutions.
Schools were often run by churches or were informal community efforts aimed at ensuring
children could read the Bible. This religious underpinning shaped not just what was taught
but also who had access to education — predominantly white, male children in
communities that could support schools.

Basic Curriculum Components

- Reading and writing, primarily through the Bible
- Arithmetic for practical use
- Moral lessons and religious doctrine

These early curricula were far from standardized. Depending on the colony or settlement,
educational priorities and availability varied widely.

The 19th Century: The Common School Movement



and Expanding Access

The 19th century marked a turning point in the history of US curriculum as the country
grappled with industrialization, urbanization, and immigration. Education began to shift
from religious instruction toward a more secular, civic-oriented curriculum aimed at
preparing citizens for participation in a democratic society.

Horace Mann and the Rise of Public Education

Horace Mann, often called the "Father of the Common School," was a major advocate for
free, universal public education. He believed that a common curriculum was essential for
social cohesion and democracy. Mann pushed for standardized subjects such as reading,
writing, arithmetic, history, and geography.

Curriculum Growth and Standardization

By the mid-1800s, public schools began to adopt a more uniform curriculum that included:

- English language arts (reading, writing, spelling)

- Mathematics

- History and geography emphasizing American identity
- Science basics

- Moral education without overt religious content

This period also saw the introduction of graded classrooms and age-based progression,
which helped systematize learning.

The Progressive Era: Curriculum Reform and
Child-Centered Education

By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, educational reformers challenged the rigid, rote
memorization model of earlier curricula. The Progressive Education Movement, influenced
by thinkers like John Dewey, emphasized experiential learning, critical thinking, and the
needs of the child.

From Memorization to Critical Thinking

The history of US curriculum during this era reflects a shift toward teaching students how
to think rather than what to think. Schools began incorporating subjects that fostered
creativity, problem-solving, and social skills.



New Subject Areas and Practical Skills

Schools expanded their curricula to include:

- Science and nature study with hands-on experiments
- Social studies focused on real-world issues

- Arts and music as essential parts of education

- Vocational training for practical career skills

This broader curriculum aimed to prepare students not only for academic success but also
for active citizenship and economic participation.

Mid-20th Century: Standardization, Federal
Influence, and Curriculum Expansion

Following World War II, the US saw a surge in federal involvement in education, affecting
curriculum development. The launch of Sputnik in 1957, for example, spurred the country
to prioritize science and math education to compete globally.

The Impact of the Cold War on Curriculum

The fear of falling behind the Soviet Union led to increased funding and development of
rigorous curricula in STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics). The National
Defense Education Act (NDEA) of 1958 was a key driver in these changes.

Curriculum Diversification and Inclusion

At the same time, the civil rights movement influenced curriculum content. Schools began
to reconsider whose histories and perspectives were represented. This period saw:

- The introduction of multicultural education
- Greater attention to African American history and other ethnic studies
- Efforts toward bilingual education to serve immigrant populations

The Late 20th Century to Today: Standards,
Testing, and Curriculum Debates

In recent decades, the history of US curriculum has been characterized by intense debates
over standards, testing, and educational goals. The 1983 report “A Nation at Risk”
famously called for education reform, highlighting perceived shortcomings in American
education and sparking a wave of policy initiatives.



The Rise of Standardized Testing and Common Core

The push for accountability led to the widespread use of standardized testing to measure

student achievement. The development of the Common Core State Standards in the early

2010s aimed to create consistent learning goals across states, focusing heavily on English
language arts and math.

Contemporary Curriculum Challenges

Today’s curriculum debates often revolve around:

- Balancing STEM education with the humanities and arts

- Integrating technology and digital literacy

- Addressing cultural representation and equity in materials

- Navigating political and ideological disagreements about history and civics content

These discussions reflect the ongoing evolution of what Americans want their schools to
teach and how they want children prepared for the future.

Insights into Curriculum Development and Future
Directions

Understanding the history of US curriculum helps educators, policymakers, and parents
appreciate the complexities behind educational choices. Curriculum is never static; it
reflects the needs, fears, and hopes of society at particular moments.

Tips for Engaging with Curriculum Today

- Recognize that curriculum reflects broader social values and changes.

- Advocate for inclusive and balanced content that represents diverse perspectives.

- Support educational approaches that foster critical thinking rather than rote
memorization.

- Embrace the integration of technology while maintaining focus on foundational skills.

Looking Forward

As the US continues to face rapid technological, social, and economic changes, the
curriculum will likely keep evolving. Innovations such as personalized learning, global
citizenship education, and interdisciplinary studies may become more prominent. The
history of US curriculum teaches us that flexibility and responsiveness are key to
preparing future generations for an ever-changing world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'A History of US' curriculum?

‘A History of US' is a multi-volume series of history textbooks written by Joy Hakim that
covers American history from pre-Columbian times to the early 21st century, designed
primarily for middle and high school students.

Who is the target audience for the 'A History of US'
curriculum?

The curriculum is primarily aimed at middle school and high school students, though it is
also used by homeschoolers and adult learners interested in a comprehensive overview of
American history.

How does 'A History of US' differ from traditional
history textbooks?

‘A History of US' presents American history in a narrative, story-like format that is
engaging and accessible, focusing on people’s experiences and diverse perspectives rather
than just dates and facts.

Is the 'A History of US' curriculum aligned with
educational standards?

Yes, the curriculum is designed to align with most state and national history education
standards, making it suitable for classroom use while providing a rich and detailed
historical context.

Where can educators and parents access the 'A History
of US' curriculum materials?

The curriculum materials, including textbooks, teacher’s guides, and supplementary
resources, can be purchased online through various retailers and the publisher’s website,
and some resources are available for free or at a low cost for homeschoolers.

Additional Resources

A History of US Curriculum: Tracing the Evolution of American Education

a history of us curriculum reveals a complex and dynamic journey shaped by cultural,
political, and social forces. From its colonial roots to the modern-day emphasis on
standardized testing and technology integration, the development of the United States’
educational framework reflects broader societal changes and debates about the purpose of
schooling. Understanding this history not only offers insight into contemporary curriculum



design but also highlights ongoing challenges and opportunities within American
education.

The Colonial Foundations of US Curriculum

The origins of the US curriculum date back to the 17th and 18th centuries when education
was primarily a local and religious endeavor. Early colonial schools, such as the
Massachusetts Bay Colony’s Boston Latin School founded in 1635, focused heavily on
classical studies, including Latin, Greek, and religious instruction. The primary objective
was to prepare young men for ministry and civic leadership, reflecting the Puritan values
that dominated New England society.

Curriculum during this period was narrowly focused and largely inaccessible to girls and
minorities, highlighting early disparities that would persist in various forms. The emphasis
on religious doctrine and rote memorization characterized much of the early curriculum,
with limited attention to practical subjects or critical thinking.

The Common School Movement and the Rise of
Public Education

In the 19th century, the Common School Movement, led by education reformers like
Horace Mann, marked a significant turning point in the history of US curriculum. Mann
advocated for free, universal, and non-sectarian public education, arguing that a common
curriculum could promote social cohesion and upward mobility. This era saw the
establishment of public schools with standardized curricula focusing on reading, writing,
arithmetic, and moral education.

Curriculum development became more systematic, incorporating subjects such as history,
geography, and science. The introduction of grade levels and age-appropriate content
helped to formalize schooling. However, the curriculum still largely reflected Eurocentric
perspectives and often excluded the histories and contributions of Native Americans,
African Americans, and other marginalized groups.

Impact of Industrialization on Curriculum

The rapid industrialization of the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
demanded educational reforms that prepared students for a changing economy. The
curriculum expanded to include vocational training and practical skills aligned with
industrial and urban life. Progressive education pioneers like John Dewey emphasized
experiential learning, critical thinking, and the development of democratic citizenship.

This period witnessed a shift from rote memorization to more student-centered
approaches, integrating science and social studies to reflect real-world applications.
However, this progress was uneven across regions and social classes, with rural and



minority schools often receiving fewer resources and less progressive curricula.

The 20th Century and Federal Involvement in
Curriculum Development

The 20th century brought increased federal involvement in education, especially after
World War II. The launch of Sputnik by the Soviet Union in 1957, for instance, triggered a
national push to improve science and mathematics education through the National
Defense Education Act (NDEA). This event underscored the strategic importance of
curriculum in maintaining global competitiveness.

During this era, curriculum standards became more formalized, with a growing emphasis
on standardized testing to assess student achievement and school effectiveness. The Civil
Rights Movement also influenced curriculum reform, prompting efforts to create more
inclusive and diverse educational content that better represented the experiences of all
Americans.

Standardization and the No Child Left Behind Era

The late 20th and early 21st centuries saw heightened focus on accountability and
standardization, culminating in policies like the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001.
NCLB mandated annual testing in reading and math, tying federal funding to student
performance and school improvement. This legislation profoundly shaped the US
curriculum by prioritizing tested subjects and often narrowing instructional time.

Critics argue that such standardization can undermine creativity, critical thinking, and the
teaching of non-tested subjects like arts and physical education. Despite this, proponents
claim that it has helped identify achievement gaps and held schools accountable for
student outcomes.

Contemporary Trends and Future Directions

Today’s US curriculum reflects a balancing act between traditional academic content and
emerging priorities such as digital literacy, social-emotional learning, and cultural
responsiveness. The Common Core State Standards, adopted by most states in the 2010s,
aimed to provide clear and consistent learning goals, especially in English language arts
and mathematics.

Additionally, there is growing attention to STEM education, bilingual and multicultural
curricula, and the integration of technology in classrooms. These developments respond to
the demands of a globalized economy and increasingly diverse student populations.



Challenges and Opportunities in Modern Curriculum

¢ Equity and Inclusion: Ensuring curriculum reflects diverse histories and
perspectives remains a critical challenge.

 Technology Integration: Balancing digital tools with traditional instruction to
enhance learning without widening access gaps.

e Standardization vs. Flexibility: Finding the right mix between uniform standards
and local autonomy in curriculum design.

e Teacher Preparation: Equipping educators to deliver evolving curricula effectively
across diverse classrooms.

These issues underscore the ongoing evolution of US curriculum, shaped by social values,
economic needs, and educational research.

The history of US curriculum is a testament to the nation’s efforts to reconcile diverse
needs and ideals through education. As America continues to grapple with equity,
innovation, and accountability, its curriculum will undoubtedly keep adapting, reflecting
the changing contours of society and the aspirations of its learners.
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a history of us curriculum: A History of American Higher Education John R. Thelin,
2019-04-02 The definitive history of American higher education—now up to date. Colleges and
universities are among the most cherished—and controversial—institutions in the United States. In
this updated edition of A History of American Higher Education, John R. Thelin offers welcome
perspective on the triumphs and crises of this highly influential sector in American life. Exploring
American higher education from its founding in the seventeenth century to its struggle to innovate
and adapt in the first decades of the twenty-first century, Thelin demonstrates that the experience of
going to college has been central to American life for generations of students and their families.
Drawing from archival research, along with the pioneering scholarship of leading historians, Thelin
raises profound questions about what colleges are—and what they should be. Covering issues of
social class, race, gender, and ethnicity in each era and chapter, this new edition showcases a fresh
concluding chapter that focuses on both the opportunities and problems American higher education
has faced since 2010. The essay on sources has been revised to incorporate books and articles
published over the past decade. The book also updates the discussion of perennial hot-button issues
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such as big-time sports programs, online learning, the debt crisis, the adjunct crisis, and the return
of the culture wars and addresses current areas of contention, including the changing role of
governing boards and the financial challenges posed by the economic downturn. Anyone studying
the history of this institution in America must read Thelin's classic text, which has distinguished
itself as the most wide-ranging and engaging account of the origins and evolution of America's
institutions of higher learning.

a history of us curriculum: The History of U.S. Higher Education - Methods for
Understanding the Past Marybeth Gasman, 2013-10-14 The first volume in the Core Concepts of
Higher Education series, The History of U.S. Higher Education: Methods for Understanding the Past
is a unique research methods textbook that provides students with an understanding of the
processes that historians use when conducting their own research. Written primarily for graduate
students in higher education programs, this book explores critical methodological issues in the
history of American higher education, including race, class, gender, and sexuality. Chapters include:
Reflective Exercises that combine theory and practice Research Method Tips Further Reading
Suggestions. Leading historians and those at the forefront of new research explain how historical
literature is discovered and written, and provide readers with the methodological approaches to
conduct historical higher education research of their own.

a history of us curriculum: A History of American Gifted Education Jennifer L. Jolly,
2018-04-17 A History of American Gifted Education provides the first comprehensive history of the
field of gifted education, which is essential to recognizing its contribution to the overall American
educational landscape. The text relies heavily on primary documents and artifacts as well as
essential secondary documents such as the disparate historical texts and relevant biographies that
already exist. This book commences its investigation of American gifted education with the founding
of the field of psychology and subsequently gifted education at the early part of the 20th century and
concludes just over a century later with the passage of the No Child Left Behind Act in 2001.

a history of us curriculum: Rethinking the History of American Education W. Reese, J. Rury,
2007-12-25 This collection of original essays examines the history of American education as it has
developed as a field since the 1970s and moves into a post-revisionist era and looks forward to
possible new directions for the future. Contributors take a comprehensive approach, beginning with
colonial education and spanning to modern day, while also looking at various aspects of education,
from higher education, to curriculum, to the manifestation of social inequality in education. The
essays speak to historians, educational researchers, policy makers and others seeking fresh
perspectives on questions related to the historical development of schooling in the United States.

a history of us curriculum: 23 Myths About the History of American Schools Sherman Dorn,
David A. Gamson, 2024 In this fascinating collection, some of the foremost historians of
education—including Barbara Beatty, Larry Cuban, Linda Eisenmann, Yoon Pak, John Rury, and
Jonathan Zimmerman—debunk commonly held myths about American schooling. Each short,
readable chapter focuses on one myth, explaining what the real history is and how it helped shape
education today. Contributors take on a host of tall tales, including the supposed agrarian origins of
summer vacation; exaggerated stories of declining student behavior and academic performance;
persistent claims that some people are born to be teachers; idealistic notions that the 1954 Brown
decision ended segregation in American schools; misleading beliefs that classrooms operate in ways
designed to fit the industrial era; and more. 23 Myths About the History of American Schools will
awaken the inner history nerd of everyone who ever asked, “How did we get this crazy school
system?” It will affirm the truth that its readers are as entitled to think critically about schooling as
anyone else. Contributors include Barbara Beatty, Larry Cuban, Linda Eisenmann, Yoon Pak, John
Rury, and Jonathan Zimmerman.

a history of us curriculum: A History of Mathematics in the United States and Canada David
E. Zitarelli, 2022-10-25 This is the first truly comprehensive and thorough history of the
development of mathematics and a mathematical community in the United States and Canada. This
first volume of the multi-volume work takes the reader from the European encounters with North



America in the fifteenth century up to the emergence of a research community the United States in
the last quarter of the nineteenth. In the story of the colonial period, particular emphasis is given to
several prominent colonial figures—Jefferson, Franklin, and Rittenhouse—and four important early
colleges—Harvard, Québec, William & Mary, and Yale. During the first three-quarters of the
nineteenth century, mathematics in North America was largely the occupation of scattered
individual pioneers: Bowditch, Farrar, Adrain, B. Peirce. This period is given a fuller treatment here
than previously in the literature, including the creation of the first PhD programs and attempts to
form organizations and found journals. With the founding of Johns Hopkins in 1876 the American
mathematical research community was finally, and firmly, founded. The programs at Hopkins,
Chicago, and Clark are detailed as are the influence of major European mathematicians including
especially Klein, Hilbert, and Sylvester. Klein's visit to the US and his Evanston Colloquium are
extensively detailed. The founding of the American Mathematical Society is thoroughly discussed.
David Zitarelli was emeritus Professor of Mathematics at Temple University. A decorated and
acclaimed teacher, scholar, and expositor, he was one of the world's leading experts on the
development of American mathematics. Author or co-author of over a dozen books, this was his
magnum opus—sure to become the leading reference on the topic and essential reading, not just for
historians. In clear and compelling prose Zitarelli spins a tale accessible to experts, generalists, and
anyone interested in the history of science in North America.

a history of us curriculum: Philosophy and History of Education Antoinette Errante, Jackie
Blount, Bruce A. Kimball, 2017-02-10 The studies of philosophy and history of education are under
siege. These studies do not attract large grant funds and, to many, do not seem useful, even while
much of educational research is dismissed as inconsequential or self-evident and the crisis in
American education deepens. Philosophy and history of education have therefore been pushed to the
margin--or beyond--in colleges and schools of education, commensurate with the decline of the
humanities in higher education generally. Philosophy and History of Education examines the
complex relationship between these studies, and the value of these related studies for improving
educational knowledge, policy, and practice. From diverse perspectives, the philosophers and
historians in this volume explore how bringing these disciplines together yields insights about
unacknowledged or occult aspects of education problems that neither could achieve on their own.

a history of us curriculum: Leaders in the Historical Study of American Education
Wayne J. Urban, 2012-01-01 This volume consists of twenty six autobiographical essays by leading
historians of American education which document the enormous variety of paths taken to get into
this field. A companion to earlier volumes on philosophy of education and curriculum studies, the
historians in this volume reflect a wide variety of interests that underlay accomplishment in this
scholarly field. They come from diverse backgrounds that have animated their scholarly careers in
compelling ways. Readers in any variety of educational or historical study should learn from this
volume how unplanned careers can still result in highly successful sets of accomplishments. That
realization is a tribute both to the individual contributors and to the great attractiveness of
educational history to committed scholars of various backgrounds and orientations.

a history of us curriculum: The Science Education of American Girls Kim Tolley, 2014-04-08
The Science Education of American Girls provides a comparative analysis of the science education of
adolescent boys and girls, and analyzes the evolution of girls' scientific interests from the
antebellum era through the twentieth century. Kim Tolley expands the understanding of the
structural and cultural obstacles that emerged to transform what, in the early nineteenth century,
was regarded as a girl's subject. As the form and content of pre-college science education developed,
Tolley argues, direct competition between the sexes increased. Subsequently, the cultural
construction of science as a male subject limited access and opportunity for girls.

a history of us curriculum: Reclaiming the Public University Judith Summerfield, Crystal
Benedicks, 2007 To reclaim the public university is to focus our energies on teaching all our
students well, educating them for a new, increasingly complicated age. To deliver on this promise,
we must interrogate the general education we provide for our students, for that is the vast,



unrecognized ground we stand on. It is what students and faculty do most in common. If we can get
educating our students right, generally and liberally, then we will have laid a claim to what the
public university needs to be.

a history of us curriculum: A History of Mathematics in the United States and Canada:
Volume 1: 1492-1900 David E. Zitarelli, 2019-10-21 This is the first truly comprehensive and
thorough history of the development of mathematics and a mathematical community in the United
States and Canada. This first volume of the multi-volume work takes the reader from the European
encounters with North America in the fifteenth century up to the emergence of a research
community the United States in the last quarter of the nineteenth. In the story of the colonial period,
particular emphasis is given to several prominent colonial figures—Jefferson, Franklin, and
Rittenhouse—and four important early colleges—Harvard, Québec, William & Mary, and Yale.
During the first three-quarters of the nineteenth century, mathematics in North America was largely
the occupation of scattered individual pioneers: Bowditch, Farrar, Adrain, B. Peirce. This period is
given a fuller treatment here than previously in the literature, including the creation of the first PhD
programs and attempts to form organizations and found journals. With the founding of Johns
Hopkins in 1876 the American mathematical research community was finally, and firmly, founded.
The programs at Hopkins, Chicago, and Clark are detailed as are the influence of major European
mathematicians including especially Klein, Hilbert, and Sylvester. Klein's visit to the US and his
Evanston Colloquium are extensively detailed. The founding of the American Mathematical Society is
thoroughly discussed. David Zitarelli was emeritus Professor of Mathematics at Temple University. A
decorated and acclaimed teacher, scholar, and expositor, he was one of the world's leading experts
on the development of American mathematics. Author or co-author of over a dozen books, this was
his magnum opus—sure to become the leading reference on the topic and essential reading, not just
for historians. In clear and compelling prose Zitarelli spins a tale accessible to experts, generalists,
and anyone interested in the history of science in North America.

a history of us curriculum: The Struggle for the History of Education Gary McCulloch,
2011-02-25 The history of education is a contested field of study, and has represented a site of
struggle for the past century of its development. It is highly relevant to an understanding of broader
issues in history, education and society, and yet has often been regarded as being merely peripheral
rather than central to them. Over the years the history of education has passed through a number of
approaches, more recently engaging with a different areas such as curriculum, teaching and gender,
although often losing sight of a common cause. In this book McCulloch contextualizes the struggle
for educational history, explaining and making suggestions for the future on a number of topics,
including: finding a set of common causes for the field as a whole engaging more effectively with
social sciences and humanities while maintaining historical integrity forming a rationale of missions
and goals for the field defining the overall content of the subject, its priorities and agendas and
reassessing the relevance of educational history to current educational and social issues.
Throughout this book the origins of unresolved debates and tensions about the nature of the field of
history of education are discussed and key examples are analysed to present a new view of future
development. The Struggle for the History of Education demonstrates the key changes and
continuities in the field and its relationship with education, history and the social sciences over the
past century. It also reveals how the history of education can build on an enhanced sense of its own
past, and the common and integrating mission that makes it distinctive, interesting and important
for a wide range of scholars from different backgrounds.

a history of us curriculum: Bibliography of the History of Medicine , 1984

a history of us curriculum: Outstanding Practices in Geography Education, 1989-90 and
History Education, 1990-92 , 1993

a history of us curriculum: A History of Mathematics Education during the Twentieth
Century Angela Lynn Evans Walmsley, 2007-05-22 A History of Mathematics Education during the
Twentieth Century describes the history of mathematics education in the United States with
conceptual themes concerning philosophy, mathematics content, teacher education, pedagogy, and




assessment. Each decade of the twentieth century is analyzed using historical documents, within the
context of the aforementioned themes, to create a concise history of mathematical reform as it
relates to history within the United States. Finally, conclusions are drawn as to which reform
movements are similar and different throughout the century-depicting which aspects of reform can
be seen again. Mathematics education tends to swing on a pendulum from traditional education
including teacher-directed instruction with an emphasis on computation skills to reform education,
including student-directed instruction with an emphasis on problem solving. All decades are
analyzed to see where they were on the pendulum and what aspects may have contributed to the
current reform movements led by the Standards movement.

a history of us curriculum: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Education John L.
Rury, Eileen Tamura, 2019 This handbook offers a global perspective on the historical development
of educational institutions, systems of schooling, educational ideas, and educational experiences. Its
36 chapters consider the field's changing scholarship, while examining particular national and
regional themes and offering a comparative perspective. Each also provides suggestions for further
research and analysis.

a history of us curriculum: Resources in Education , 1999

a history of us curriculum: Nationalism and History Education Rachel Hutchins,
2016-02-26 History education, by nature, transmits an ‘official’ version of national identity. National
identity is not a fixed entity, and controversy over history teaching is an essential part of the process
of redefining and regenerating the nation. France and the United States have in particular
experienced demographic and cultural shifts since the 1960s that have resulted in intense debates
over national identity. This volume examines how each country’s national history is represented in
primary schools’ social studies textbooks and curricula, and how they handle contemporary issues of
ethnicity, diversity, gender, socio-economic inequality, and patriotism. By analyzing each country
separately and comparatively, it demonstrates how various groups (including academics, politicians
and citizen activists) have influenced education, and how the process of writing and rewriting
history perpetuates a nation. Drawing on empirical studies of the United States and France, this
volume provides insight into broader nationalist processes and instructive principles for similar
countries in the modern world.

a history of us curriculum: A History of Rwandan Identity and Trauma Randall Fegley,
2016-03-18 Few societies have faced the difficulties of identity building experienced by Rwanda.
This book’s introduction reviews literature on the concepts of myth and trauma, and then introduces
basic information on Rwanda and how it has been viewed by the outside world. Chapter One
describes early Rwanda'’s political and cultural development, traditional narratives, group
migrations, the effects of German and later Belgian colonialism, and the introduction of Christianity.
It concludes with a look at how this early history has been interpreted and reinterpreted. The second
chapter discusses the end of Tutsi dominance and the 1959 Hutu Revolution. It details Hutu Power
ideology, Belgian domestic politics, early acts of genocide, refugee movements, and economic and
political stagnation. The text documents the development of the Rwandan Patriotic Front, its 1990
invasion, and the Arusha peace process. An account of the 1994 genocide follows. However, as this
has been covered in numerous other works, descriptions are limited to key events and general
patterns. The chapter ends with a review of films, books, and other publications that brought
Rwanda’s plight to a worldwide audience, but that also created new myths. Chapter Three examines
the country’s post-genocide reconstruction and attempts to bring justice and reconciliation through
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda in Tanzania and gacaca courts domestically.
Rwanda’s impressive record of economic progress over the last two decades is detailed. However,
prospects for democracy have diminished, as its leaders have become increasingly sensitive to
criticism and fearful of renewed divisions. Descriptions of the process of developing school
curriculums to explain past atrocities, the new myths it created, and their possible consequences
comprise most of Chapter Four. The final chapter offers conclusions on the effects of past
mythologies and the trauma they have wrought. It draws comparisons with other divided societies



and their approaches to dealing with the past. These include Burundi, Ethiopia, South Africa, the
United States, Taiwan, Canada, Belgium, Switzerland, and Singapore. An extensive bibliography of
books, theses, conference papers, official documents, articles, periodicals, journals, films, websites,
other media, and interviews includes translations of titles in Kinyarwanda, French, Dutch, and
German.

a history of us curriculum: Explaining the History of American Foreign Relations Frank
Costigliola, Michael ]J. Hogan, 2016-03-07 A longtime classic in its first and second editions,
Explaining the History of American Foreign Relations, 3rd edition presents substantially revised and
new essays on traditional themes such as national security, corporatism, borderlands history, and
international relations theory. The book also highlights such innovative conceptual approaches and
analytical methods as computational analysis, symbolic borders, modernization and technopolitics,
nationalism, non-state actors, domestic politics, exceptionalism, legal history, nation branding,
gender, race, political economy, memory, psychology, emotions, and the senses. Each chapter is
written by a highly respected scholar in the field, many of whom have risen to prominence since the
second edition's publication. This collection is an indispensable volume for teachers and students in
foreign relations history, international relations history, and political science. The essays are written
in accessible, jargon-free prose, thus also making the book appropriate for general readers seeking
an introduction to history and political science.
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