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How Many Crusades Were There? Unraveling the History of the Holy Wars

how many crusades were there? It's a question that often pops up when people start exploring
medieval history or the complex era of religious wars between Christians and Muslims. The
Crusades were a series of military campaigns that spanned centuries, deeply influencing the
political, cultural, and religious landscapes of Europe and the Middle East. But pinning down exactly
how many crusades took place can be surprisingly tricky. Let’s dive into the fascinating world of
crusading history and uncover the story behind the numbers.

The Basics: What Were the Crusades?

Before we jump into counting, it’s helpful to understand what the Crusades actually were. At their
core, the Crusades were religiously sanctioned military expeditions initiated by the Latin Church
during the medieval period. The primary goal was to reclaim Jerusalem and other holy sites from
Muslim control. However, over time, the crusading movement expanded to include campaigns
against other groups and locations, driven by a mix of religious fervor, political ambition, and
economic incentives.

How Many Crusades Were There? The Traditionally
Recognized Campaigns

When people ask how many crusades there were, the answer often focuses on the “main” numbered
Crusades to the Holy Land, which are conventionally counted as eight major expeditions between
the late 11th and late 13th centuries.

The Eight Major Crusades

1. **First Crusade (1096-1099)**: Launched after Pope Urban II’s call at the Council of Clermont in
1095, this crusade successfully captured Jerusalem in 1099, establishing several crusader states.

2. **Second Crusade (1147-1149)**: A response to the fall of the County of Edessa, this crusade
ended in failure for the Europeans.

3. ¥**Third Crusade (1189-1192)**: Famous for leaders like Richard the Lionheart, it aimed to retake
Jerusalem after Saladin recaptured it in 1187, achieving limited success.

4. *Fourth Crusade (1202-1204)**: Deviating from its original mission, it led to the sack of
Constantinople, deepening the schism between East and West.

5. **Fifth Crusade (1217-1221)**: An attempt to conquer Egypt as a route to Jerusalem, which
ultimately failed.

6. **Sixth Crusade (1228-1229)**: Led by Emperor Frederick II, it achieved a peaceful handover of
Jerusalem through diplomacy.

7. **Seventh Crusade (1248-1254)**: Led by King Louis IX of France, this campaign targeted Egypt



but ended in defeat.
8. **Eighth Crusade (1270)**: Also led by Louis IX, this crusade focused on Tunisia and ended
shortly after his death.

These eight crusades are often the focus of history books and discussions, but they represent just
part of the broader crusading phenomenon.

Beyond the Big Eight: Other Notable Crusades and
Campaigns

The question of how many crusades were there can’t be fully answered without considering the
numerous additional crusading efforts beyond the numbered ones.

Crusades Outside the Holy Land

Not all crusades were about Jerusalem. Several crusades targeted different regions and enemies,
often with papal approval and similar religious motivations.

- *The Northern Crusades**: These campaigns, primarily during the 12th to 14th centuries, aimed
to convert pagan peoples in the Baltic region (modern-day Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and parts of
Russia) to Christianity.

- **The Albigensian Crusade (1209-1229)**: A brutal campaign against the Cathar heresy in
southern France.

- **The Crusade Against the Hussites (early 15th century)**: Conflicts aimed at suppressing the
Hussite religious reformers in Bohemia.

- *The Reconquista**: While not always labeled as crusades, the Christian campaigns to reclaim the
Iberian Peninsula from Muslim rule had crusading elements and papal support.

Smaller or Less-Known Crusading Efforts

There were also multiple minor crusades, localized expeditions, and crusading-inspired military
ventures, such as:

- Crusades against the Ottoman Turks as they expanded into Europe.
- Crusades in the Mediterranean against pirates and heretics.
- Crusades called for political reasons, like the Sicilian Vespers.

Thus, the total number of crusades can be viewed as a much larger, more complex phenomenon than
just a handful of numbered campaigns.



Why Is There Confusion About How Many Crusades
Existed?

Part of the difficulty in answering how many crusades there were comes down to definitions and
perspectives.

Different Criteria for Counting Crusades

- *What counts as a crusade?** Some historians limit the term to the numbered Holy Land
campaigns, while others include any papally sanctioned military expedition with religious motives.
- **Length and scope**: Some crusades lasted years and covered vast areas; others were brief or
localized.

- *Qverlap and concurrent campaigns**: Multiple crusades could occur simultaneously in different
regions.

Historical Sources and Interpretations

Medieval chroniclers often viewed crusades differently than modern historians. The papacy itself
declared various crusades for different purposes over centuries, so the historical record is layered
and sometimes contradictory.

The Impact of the Crusades: Beyond the Numbers

While understanding how many crusades there were is important, the real significance lies in their
consequences. These campaigns shaped medieval geopolitics, influenced trade routes, and left a
lasting legacy on Christian-Muslim relations. The cultural exchanges, military innovations, and even
the animosities that arose continue to resonate today.

Lessons from the Crusades

For modern readers, the Crusades offer insights into how religious zeal, political ambition, and
economic interests can intertwine, sometimes with devastating results. Studying the various
crusades also helps us understand the complexities of medieval society and the origins of some
modern conflicts.

Final Thoughts on How Many Crusades Were There

In summary, the straightforward answer is that there were eight major crusades to the Holy Land,
but when you expand the scope to include the Northern Crusades, campaigns against heretics, and



other religiously motivated wars, the number grows substantially. It’s safe to say that the crusading
era comprises dozens of distinct military expeditions over nearly 200 years.

So, next time you wonder how many crusades there were, remember it’s not just a number but a rich
tapestry of history reflecting the ambitions, faith, and struggles of medieval Europe and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many major Crusades were there in history?

There were eight major Crusades traditionally recognized, occurring between 1096 and 1272.

Were there only eight Crusades or more?

While eight major Crusades are commonly cited, historians also recognize several minor Crusades
and related campaigns beyond the primary eight.

What time period did the Crusades cover?

The Crusades primarily took place from the late 11th century (1096) through the late 13th century
(1272), spanning nearly two centuries.

Did the number of Crusades include the Children's Crusade?

The Children's Crusade of 1212 is often considered a separate, unofficial or failed crusade and is not
typically counted among the eight major Crusades.

Why were there multiple Crusades instead of just one?

Multiple Crusades occurred because the initial goals were not fully achieved, and control over the
Holy Land shifted frequently, prompting repeated military campaigns over time.

Additional Resources
How Many Crusades Were There? An In-Depth Examination of the Medieval Military Campaigns

how many crusades were there is a question that has intrigued historians, scholars, and
enthusiasts of medieval history for centuries. The term "Crusades" broadly refers to a series of
religious and military campaigns initiated by Western European Christians between the 11th and
15th centuries, primarily aimed at reclaiming the Holy Land from Muslim control. However, the
exact number of crusades, their scope, and their objectives remain subjects of scholarly debate,
largely due to the complex nature of these campaigns and the evolving historical context in which
they occurred.

Understanding the total count of crusades requires delving into the various expeditions that spanned
several centuries, including the well-known numbered crusades as well as lesser-known related



conflicts. This article explores how many crusades were there by tracing the major crusading efforts,
their origins, and their impacts, while also considering broader interpretations of what constitutes a
crusade.

The Classical Numbering: The First Nine Crusades

When many historians and popular accounts refer to the crusades, they typically focus on the nine
major numbered crusades that took place between 1096 and 1272. These campaigns were primarily
directed toward the Holy Land, with the goal of capturing Jerusalem and other key territories from
Muslim rulers.

The First Crusade (1096-1099)

The First Crusade was launched in response to Pope Urban II’s call at the Council of Clermont in
1095, aiming to aid the Byzantine Empire and retake Jerusalem. It ended with the successful capture
of Jerusalem in 1099 and the establishment of several crusader states.

The Second Crusade (1147-1149)

Prompted by the fall of the County of Edessa, the Second Crusade was largely a failure, failing to
recapture Edessa and suffering defeats in the Levant and Iberian Peninsula.

The Third Crusade (1189-1192)

Triggered by the fall of Jerusalem to Saladin in 1187, this crusade saw notable figures such as
Richard the Lionheart and Philip II of France. Although it regained some coastal cities, Jerusalem
remained under Muslim control.

The Fourth to Ninth Crusades (1202-1272)

The subsequent crusades had mixed outcomes:
e Fourth Crusade: Diverted to Constantinople, leading to the infamous sack of the city in 1204
instead of reaching the Holy Land.
e Fifth Crusade: Attempted to capture Egypt as a strategic base but ended in failure.

¢ Sixth Crusade: Led by Emperor Frederick II, it achieved a diplomatic recovery of Jerusalem
in 1229 without significant fighting.



e Seventh and Eighth Crusades: Led by King Louis IX of France, these crusades targeted
Egypt and Tunisia but ended unsuccessfully.

e Ninth Crusade: Often considered the last major medieval crusade, led by Prince Edward of
England, it had limited impact.

These nine campaigns form the backbone of the traditional crusading narrative, but the story does
not end here.

Beyond the Holy Land: Additional Crusades and Related
Campaigns

The question of how many crusades were there cannot be fully answered by considering only the
numbered expeditions to the Levant. The crusading movement expanded geographically and
chronologically, encompassing various other military campaigns sanctioned by the papacy under the
banner of crusading.

The Northern Crusades

Between the 12th and 15th centuries, crusades were launched against pagan peoples in the Baltic
region, such as the Livonian and Prussian crusades. These were aimed at converting the indigenous
populations of Northern Europe and were supported by the Teutonic Knights and other military
orders.

The Reconquista

The centuries-long Christian effort to reclaim the Iberian Peninsula from Muslim Moorish rule is
often associated with crusading ideology. While not always officially called crusades, several
campaigns during the Reconquista received papal endorsement and indulgences similar to those
granted to crusaders heading to the Holy Land.

The Crusades in the Mediterranean and Beyond

Other notable crusading efforts include campaigns against the Cathars in southern France (the
Albigensian Crusade), the suppression of heretical movements, and crusades directed at political
enemies of the papacy in Italy and the Balkans. The so-called "Crusade against the Ottoman Turks"
in the 15th century also reflects the evolving nature of crusading as a religious and political tool.



Counting the Crusades: Varied Interpretations and
Scholarly Debate

Given this diversity, historians differ on how many crusades there were:

e Traditional Count: Focuses on the nine numbered crusades to the Holy Land.

e Broader View: Includes campaigns like the Northern Crusades, Reconquista-related
expeditions, and other papally sanctioned wars, pushing the total number into the dozens.

e Modern Scholarship: Often emphasizes the political, religious, and cultural contexts,
suggesting that "crusades" should be understood as a complex phenomenon rather than a
fixed series of campaigns.

This complexity reflects the shifting motivations, participants, and aims behind each crusade,
challenging any simplistic enumeration.

The Role of Papal Authority and Indulgences

One critical feature that defines a crusade is papal authorization and the granting of spiritual
benefits, such as indulgences. Campaigns without such backing are generally excluded from the
official count. However, the criteria for what constituted a crusade evolved over time, complicating
efforts to define the exact number.

Geographical and Temporal Expansion

The crusading ideal extended well beyond the Levantine focus of the initial nine crusades. The
Northern Crusades, for instance, lasted for centuries and involved multiple campaigns that many
scholars recognize as part of the crusading movement. Similarly, the late medieval period saw
sporadic crusading efforts against emerging threats, such as the Ottoman Empire, further blurring
the lines.

Summary of Key Crusading Campaigns and Their
Chronology

To grasp how many crusades were there, the following timeline highlights the major and notable
crusades:

1. First Crusade (1096-1099)



2. Second Crusade (1147-1149)

3. Third Crusade (1189-1192)

4. Fourth Crusade (1202-1204)

5. Fifth Crusade (1217-1221)

6. Sixth Crusade (1228-1229)

7. Seventh Crusade (1248-1254)

8. Eighth Crusade (1270)

9. Ninth Crusade (1271-1272)
10. Northern Crusades (12th-15th centuries)
11. Albigensian Crusade (1209-1229)
12. Reconquista campaigns (8th century-1492)

13. Various smaller crusades and military campaigns against heretics, political enemies,
and Ottoman forces (13th-15th centuries)

Each of these campaigns carried the mantle of crusading in different ways, reflecting the
adaptability and persistence of the crusading concept throughout medieval Europe.

The Legacy and Historical Impact of the Crusades

Understanding how many crusades were there is not merely a matter of counting battles or
expeditions; it also requires appreciating their profound impact on medieval society, culture, and
geopolitics. Crusades facilitated cultural exchanges, influenced trade routes, and altered the balance
of power between Christian and Muslim worlds.

Moreover, the legacy of the crusades continues to shape historical narratives and modern
perceptions of intercultural relations. The diversity in crusading campaigns—from the Holy Land to
Northern Europe and beyond—illustrates the multifaceted nature of this pivotal period.

The question of how many crusades were there ultimately opens a window into the complexities of
medieval history, where religious zeal, political ambition, and cultural interaction converged in a
series of campaigns that defined an era.
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strict chivalric code, their success on the battlefield brought them both wealth and political
influence. But it is the legends and secrecy surrounding the order and its Grand Masters that
continue to fascinate historians and general readers alike. Secrets of the Knights Templar examines
each of these mysteries in turn to reveal the truth about the Knights' secret practices, rituals and
codes, as well as the continued influence of the Templars today. From the true location of the Holy
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in the Middle East. The year is 2015, and twenty-one-year-olds Yoav and Uri, veterans of the last
Gaza War, have just completed their compulsory military service in the Israel Defense Forces. In
keeping with national tradition, they take a year off for rest, recovery, and travel. They come to New
York City and begin working for Yoav’s distant cousin David King—a proud American patriot,
Republican, and Jew, and the recently divorced proprietor of King’s Moving Inc., a heavyweight in
the tri-state area’s moving and storage industries. Yoav and Uri now must struggle to become
reacquainted with civilian life, but it’s not easy to move beyond their traumatic pasts when their
days are spent kicking down doors as eviction-movers in the ungentrified corners of the Bronx,
Brooklyn, and Queens, throwing out delinquent tenants and seizing their possessions. And what
starts off as a profitable if eerily familiar job—an “Occupation”—quickly turns violent when they
encounter one homeowner seeking revenge.
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2005-01-01 The Crusades: A History is a comprehensive, single-volume history of the Crusades, from
their beginnings in the eleventh century through to their decline and eventual ending at the close of
the eighteenth century. As well as providing an account of the major Crusades, the book describes
the organization of a Crusade, the experience of crusading and the Crusaders themselves.
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On a strange night of falling stars, Aria is called to learn who she is and why. Coerced by a
grandmother to leave her desert home in California, Aria embarks on an adventure of discovery.
Guided and transported by the most colorful of curiosities, back (and back) in time she travels, and
along the way, comes face to face with those who forged her family. She goes to the Beginning of
Things—not the Beginning of Time, but the Beginning of Things, as they exist in Aria’s world. Her
beliefs and assumptions are crushed beneath her wandering pilgrim feet as she leaves the modern
era behind in search of something she didn’t even know she needed. Escorted and cajoled by kings,
outlaws, druids, and damsels, Aria is made aware of truths long hidden. Lost in a land of myth, she is
made fully dependent on a long line of grandparents, both kind and diabolical, who ensure her safe



passage back to California after sojourns in France, Scotland, England, and Ireland, where the
Beginning of Things takes place. People who share Aria’s rare Rh-negative blood populate these
ancient lands. These are people who the Watchers watch. “The Silver Branch is an imaginative ride
through history written with engaging wit. Aria is an enchanting character that takes us on an
exciting journey through many different modes of travel to a magical, satisfying end, which is really
the beginning.” —Carla Harrower Landscape Contractor “In the Silver Branch, Aria is called to learn
who she is...and why. And on a strange night of falling stars, her journey begins. Guided and
transported by the most colorful of curiosities, back (and back) in time she travels and along the way
comes face to face with those who forged her family...and herself. Historical and mythical, Aria’s
story will compel readers to want to hear the tales and see the faces etched along the branches of
their own family tree.” —Maria Pritchard Author and Retired Educator The story is a journey
through intimate glimpses painting a history of cultures subtly told in generational sequences and
family tales. It never lets go of being in the present, skeptical while knowing that reality and magic
might both exist. The reader is taken along it all, as if told a magical story, which despite historical
connections between the mysteries, it really is. The Silver Branch tells a story in changing layers
more parallel than mixing, and as far-away magical as the nearness of home. —Jonathan Beck M.D.
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This new edition of Byzantium and the Crusades provides a fully-revised and updated version of
Jonathan Harris's landmark text in the field of Byzantine and crusader history. The book offers a
chronological exploration of Byzantium and the outlook of its rulers during the time of the Crusades.
It argues that one of the main keys to Byzantine interaction with Western Europe, the Crusades and
the crusader states can be found in the nature of the Byzantine Empire and the ideology which
underpinned it, rather than in any generalised hostility between the peoples. Taking recent
scholarship into account, this new edition includes an updated notes section and bibliography, as
well as significant additions to the text: - New material on the role of religious differences after 1100
- A detailed discussion of economic, social and religious changes that took place in 12th-century
Byzantine relations with the west - In-depth coverage of Byzantium and the Crusades during the
13th century - New maps, illustrations, genealogical tables and a timeline of key dates Byzantium
and the Crusades is an important contribution to the historiography by a major scholar in the field
that should be read by anyone interested in Byzantine and crusader history.
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