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Alternate History of the US: Exploring What Might Have Been

alternate history of the us is a fascinating topic that captures the
imagination of historians, writers, and curious minds alike. What if key
moments in American history had unfolded differently? How would the United
States look today if certain events had taken a different turn? Diving into
this realm of “what ifs” not only sparks creativity but also deepens our
understanding of the forces that shaped the nation. Let’s journey through
some intriguing alternate history scenarios of the US and explore their
potential impacts.

The Birth of a Nation: What If the American
Revolution Failed?

One of the most pivotal chapters in American history is the Revolutionary
War, which led to the birth of the United States. But what if the colonies
had failed to secure independence from Britain?

The British Retain Control

Had the British army suppressed the rebellion decisively, the thirteen
colonies might have remained under British rule well into the modern era.
This could mean:

The United States would be a part of the British Commonwealth, similar
to Canada or Australia.

The spread of British culture, legal systems, and perhaps even the
monarchy’s influence would be stronger across North America.

Slavery abolition and civil rights movements might have followed a
different trajectory under British governance.

This alternate history of the US suggests a very different political
landscape, affecting everything from language evolution to international
alliances.



Alternate Civil War Outcomes: A Divided
America?

The American Civil War was a defining moment that shaped the unity and
identity of the nation. Imagining a Confederate victory opens up a wealth of
alternate history scenarios.

The Confederacy as an Independent Nation

If the South had succeeded in seceding:

The United States would have split into at least two sovereign nations,
possibly more if other regions followed suit.

Economic, social, and political policies would diverge significantly,
especially regarding issues like slavery and industrialization.

International relations in North America might have been more
fragmented, potentially inviting foreign intervention.

This scenario raises questions about the long-term viability of a Confederate
nation and how global events, such as the World Wars, might have played out
with a divided America.

Alternate Technological and Social Developments

Beyond wars and political upheavals, the alternate history of the US can also
explore what might have happened if technological or social changes had
occurred earlier or later.

If the US Had Not Embraced the Industrial Revolution
Early

The rapid industrialization of the United States in the 19th century
catapulted it to global economic power. But what if this process was delayed?

The US might have remained a primarily agrarian society longer, slowing
urban growth and economic diversification.



Delays in infrastructure like railroads and factories would have
affected immigration patterns and labor movements.

Global dominance might have shifted to European powers or emerging Asian
economies instead.

Alternate Civil Rights Movement Timeline

The struggle for civil rights in the 20th century was monumental. Imagine if
key legislation, such as the Civil Rights Act, had been passed decades
earlier or later.

Earlier reforms might have accelerated social integration and economic
equality.

Delays could have intensified racial tensions and prolonged systemic
injustices.

These changes would ripple into culture, politics, education, and
international perceptions of the US.

Foreign Policy and Alternate Global Roles

The US’s position on the world stage has evolved dramatically, especially
post-World War II. Alternate history scenarios in foreign policy can reveal
how fragile or decisive America’s global influence has been.

What If the US Had Not Entered World War II?

Had the US chosen isolationism and stayed out of the conflict:

The Axis powers might have had a stronger foothold in Europe and Asia,
potentially changing the global balance of power.

The US may have delayed or missed its rise as a superpower.

Technological and military innovations spurred by the war effort could
have been postponed.



Alternate Cold War Outcomes

Imagine if the Cold War had escalated into direct conflict, or if the US had
taken a more conciliatory approach toward the Soviet Union.

A nuclear war scenario would have devastating global consequences,
reshaping international relations permanently.

Alternatively, a détente or alliance might have led to a different world
order, with shared technological and cultural exchanges.

How Exploring Alternate History of the US
Enhances Our Understanding

Why spend time imagining these alternate realities? The alternate history of
the US isn’t just an intellectual exercise; it offers valuable insights.

Contextualizing Decisions: Understanding how small changes can lead to
vastly different outcomes highlights the importance of decisions by
leaders and citizens alike.

Appreciating Progress: Reflecting on struggles and achievements helps us
recognize the hard-fought nature of freedoms and advancements.

Learning from Mistakes: Considering alternate paths can inform present-
day policy and social choices, avoiding past pitfalls.

Encouraging Critical Thinking: It promotes questioning accepted
narratives and exploring multiple perspectives in history.

Engaging with Alternate History through Media and
Literature

Books, films, and video games often explore alternate history of the US,
making complex historical debates accessible and entertaining. Titles like
Philip K. Dick’s “The Man in the High Castle” or games such as “Civilization”
offer immersive experiences that challenge players’ understanding of history.

Engaging with these creative works can be a great way to spark interest in
historical study and inspire thoughtful discussions about cause and effect.



---

The alternate history of the US opens endless doors to imagination and
analysis. By considering how different choices and events could have reshaped
the nation, we gain a richer appreciation of the complex tapestry that is
American history. Whether it’s pondering a world where the colonies remained
British or a divided country after the Civil War, these scenarios remind us
that history is never predetermined—it’s a story still being written.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an alternate history of the US?
An alternate history of the US explores hypothetical scenarios in which key
events in American history occurred differently, leading to different
outcomes and societal developments.

How would the US be different if the Confederacy had
won the Civil War?
If the Confederacy had won, the US might have been permanently divided into
two separate nations, potentially leading to ongoing conflicts, different
economic systems, and altered global alliances.

What are some popular alternate history books about
the US?
Popular books include Philip K. Dick's "The Man in the High Castle," Harry
Turtledove's "Southern Victory" series, and Robert Harris's "Fatherland,"
which explore various alternate outcomes in American history.

How does alternate history help us understand real
US history?
Alternate history encourages critical thinking by examining how different
decisions and events could have changed the course of history, highlighting
the significance of historical moments and their impact on the present.

What if the US had remained a British colony?
If the US remained a British colony, it would likely have developed under
British political and cultural influence, potentially lacking the same
democratic institutions and possibly playing a different role in global
affairs.



How might the US have evolved if the 9/11 attacks
were prevented?
Without the 9/11 attacks, US foreign and domestic policies, including the War
on Terror, surveillance measures, and security protocols, might have been
significantly different, affecting international relations and civil
liberties.

Are there any alternate history scenarios where the
US never forms?
Some scenarios speculate that if early colonial ventures failed or indigenous
powers remained dominant, the US as a nation might never have formed,
resulting in a vastly different geopolitical landscape in North America.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Alternate History of the US: A Deep Dive into What Might Have
Been**

alternate history of the us represents a fascinating field of inquiry that
challenges conventional narratives and invites us to reconsider pivotal
moments that shaped the nation. By reimagining key events—whether political,
social, or military—historians and enthusiasts explore "what if" scenarios
that reveal the fragility and contingency of history. This analytical review
delves into some of the most compelling alternate history scenarios of the
United States, examining their implications on the country's development and
global standing.

The Concept and Appeal of Alternate History in
the US Context

Alternate history, often referred to as counterfactual history, involves the
exploration of hypothetical outcomes stemming from changes in historical
events. In the context of the United States, this genre offers a unique lens
to dissect critical junctures such as the American Revolution, the Civil War,
and the Cold War. The alternate history of the US is not merely an academic
exercise; it also serves as a reflective tool to understand the consequences
of decisions made by political leaders, military strategists, and social
movements.

The appeal of alternate history lies in its ability to illuminate the
complexity of cause and effect, showing how slight deviations could have led
to dramatically different national trajectories. For example, envisioning a
scenario where the Confederacy won the Civil War or the United States lost
the Revolutionary War provides rich ground for analyzing the fragility of



American democracy and unity.

Key Alternate History Scenarios of the US

The American Revolution: What If the Colonies Had
Lost?

One of the most frequently explored scenarios involves the possibility that
the thirteen colonies failed to achieve independence from Britain. Had the
British Empire suppressed the revolution effectively, the political map of
North America would look vastly different today. The United States, as an
independent republic, might never have emerged, and British colonial
governance could have persisted well into the 19th century.

Such an outcome might have delayed or altered democratic developments not
only in America but globally, given the influence of the US Constitution as a
model for liberal democracies. Economically, North America might have
remained more closely tied to British mercantilist policies, potentially
slowing industrialization and westward expansion.

The Civil War: A Confederate Victory and Its
Ramifications

Another pivotal juncture is the American Civil War. Alternate history
enthusiasts often ponder the consequences of a Confederate victory. Had the
Southern states secured independence, the United States would have fragmented
into at least two sovereign nations.

This division could have had profound implications:

Political Fragmentation: The failure to maintain a unified federal
government might have led to further splintering along regional or
ideological lines.

Slavery and Social Policies: The Confederacy’s continuation of slavery
would have prolonged the institution, impacting civil rights movements
profoundly.

International Relations: The divided American continent might have been
more susceptible to foreign influence, particularly from European powers
seeking footholds in the New World.



Comparing this with the actual post-war Reconstruction period reveals that
while the US faced severe challenges, the preservation of the Union was
essential to the nation's development as a global power.

The World Wars: Alternate US Involvement and
Outcomes

The United States' role in World War I and II was critical in shaping the
20th century. Alternate history analyses often speculate on scenarios where
the US remained isolationist or entered these conflicts earlier or later.

For instance, had the US not joined World War II:

Extended Conflict: The war in Europe and the Pacific may have prolonged,
potentially resulting in greater casualties and geopolitical
instability.

Axis Powers’ Dominance: Without American military and economic support,
Axis powers might have consolidated greater territorial control.

The Cold War Altered: The post-war balance of power, especially US-
Soviet relations, would have been fundamentally different, possibly
preventing the US from emerging as a superpower.

These counterfactuals highlight the decisive nature of US intervention and
its subsequent rise as an international hegemon.

Methodological Challenges and Historical
Significance

Analyzing the alternate history of the US demands a rigorous approach to
avoid speculative fallacies. Historians must ground their hypotheses in
plausible scenarios supported by contemporary political, social, and economic
contexts. This ensures that alternate histories remain intellectually
credible rather than mere flights of fancy.

Moreover, such explorations aid in understanding the contingent nature of
history, emphasizing that outcomes were never predetermined. By recognizing
the multiplicity of possible paths, scholars and policymakers gain a deeper
appreciation of the delicate balance that sustains democratic institutions
and national unity.



The Role of Literature and Media in Popularizing
Alternate US Histories

Alternate history narratives have found a robust audience in novels, films,
and television series. Works like Philip K. Dick’s *The Man in the High
Castle*, which imagines a world where the Axis powers won World War II and
divided the US, have significantly shaped public interest and discourse
around these scenarios.

This cultural engagement with alternate histories serves multiple purposes:

Encouraging Critical Thinking: Challenging accepted historical
narratives fosters critical analysis and a nuanced understanding of
history.

Reflecting Contemporary Concerns: Alternate histories often mirror
present-day anxieties about governance, identity, and power.

Educational Utility: Teachers and scholars use alternate history to
stimulate debate and enhance students’ grasp of cause-effect
relationships in history.

The Impact of Alternate History on National
Identity and Memory

The alternate history of the US also intersects significantly with national
identity and collective memory. By contemplating different outcomes,
Americans are prompted to reassess foundational myths and the values
underpinning their society.

For example, the mythos of Manifest Destiny and American exceptionalism might
be questioned if westward expansion had been stymied by alternate
geopolitical forces. Similarly, the enduring legacy of slavery and racial
injustice gains new dimensions when considering Confederate victories or
prolonged institutionalized discrimination.

In this way, alternate history serves as a mirror reflecting the complexities
and contradictions within American society, encouraging ongoing dialogue
about the nation's past and future.

Technological and Economic Alternate Histories



Another dimension involves the exploration of technological and economic
alternate histories. What if the US had not embraced the Industrial
Revolution as aggressively, or if Silicon Valley’s tech boom had shifted to
another region or country?

Such scenarios impact global innovation patterns and economic power
distribution. The US’s leadership in technology has been a key driver of its
geopolitical influence; alternate histories that investigate setbacks or
accelerations in innovation provide valuable insight into the interplay
between technology and national strength.

Contemporary Relevance and Future Explorations

In an era marked by political polarization and global uncertainty, alternate
history of the US remains relevant. It serves as a cautionary tale about the
consequences of political decisions and the importance of safeguarding
democratic institutions. Furthermore, as new archival discoveries and
historiographical methods emerge, alternate history scholarship is poised to
become even more sophisticated.

Future explorations may focus on less examined aspects such as indigenous
histories, the role of immigration, or environmental factors in shaping
alternative trajectories. Such investigations could enrich our understanding
of American history’s complexity and the multifaceted forces that continue to
influence its evolution.

---

The alternate history of the US is more than speculative storytelling; it is
a rigorous intellectual exercise that challenges complacency and deepens our
understanding of history’s fluidity. By critically engaging with these
scenarios, scholars and the public alike gain a richer perspective on the
choices that forged the nation and the possibilities that might have been.
This nuanced approach underscores the value of alternate history as both a
scholarly pursuit and a cultural phenomenon.
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2022-07-06 What if George Washington had run for a third term? What if political factionalism had
taken over the young American republic in its first decade of existence? In this first volume of an
alternate version of American history that spans the years from the nation's founding to the advent
of a second civil war in the 1850s, President George Washington makes the fateful decision to accept
a third term as the nation's president, changing the course of history forever.
  alternate history of the us: Post-9/11 Historical Fiction and Alternate History Fiction
Pei-chen Liao, 2020-09-19 Drawing on theories of historiography, memory, and diaspora, as well as
from existing genre studies, this book explores why contemporary writers are so fascinated with
history. Pei-chen Liao considers how fiction contributes to the making and remaking of the
transnational history of the U.S. by thinking beyond and before 9/11, investigating how the dynamics
of memory, as well as the emergent present, influences readers’ reception of historical fiction and
alternate history fiction and their interpretation of the past. Set against the historical backdrop of
WWII, the Vietnam War, and the War on Terror, the novels under discussion tell Jewish, Japanese,
white American, African, Muslim, and Native Americans’ stories of trauma and survival. As a means
to transmit memories of past events, these novels demonstrate how multidirectional memory can be
not only collective but connective, as exemplified by the echoes that post-9/11 readers hear between
different histories of violence that the novels chronicle, as well as between the past and the present.
  alternate history of the us: Alternate History Kathleen Singles, 2013-10-14 While, strictly
speaking, Alternate Histories are not Future Narratives, their analysis can shed a clear light on why
Future Narratives are so different from past narratives. Trying to have it both ways, most Alternate
Histories subscribe to a conflicting set of beliefs concerning determinism and freedom of choice,
contingency and necessity. For the very first time, Alternate Histories are here discussed against the
backdrop of their Other, Future Narratives. The volume contains in-depth analyses of the classics of
the genre,such as Philip K. Dick's The Man in the High Castle and Philip Roth's The Plot against
America, as well as less widely-discussed manifestations of the genre, such as Dieter Kühn's N,
Christian Kracht's Ich werde hier sein im Sonnenschein und im Schatten, and Quentin Tarantino's
film Inglourious Basterds.
  alternate history of the us: The Ancient World in Alternative History and Counterfactual
Fictions Alberto J. Quiroga Puertas, Leire Olabarria, 2024-08-22 Focusing in turn on history,
powerful individuals, under-represented voices and the arts, the essays in this collection cover a
wide variety of modern and contemporary narrative fiction from Jo Walton and L. Sprague De Camp
to T. S. Chaudhry and Catherynne M. Valente. Chapters look into the question of chance versus
determinism in the unfolding of historical events, the role individuals play in shaping a society or
occasion, and the way art and literature symbolise important messages in counterfactual histories.
They also show how uchronic narratives can take advantage of modern literary techniques to reveal
new and relevant aspects of the past, giving voices to marginalised minorities and suppressed
individuals of the ancient world. Counterfactual fiction and uchronic narratives have been largely up
until now the domain of literary critics. However, these modes of literature are here analysed by
scholars of Ancient History, Egyptology and Classics, shedding important new light on how cultures
of the ancient world have been (and still are) perceived, and to what extent our conceptions of the
past are used to explore alternate presents and futures. Alternate history entices the imagination of
the public by suggesting hypothetical scenarios that never occurred, underlining a latent tension
between reality and imagination, and between determinism and contingency. This interest has
resulted in a growing number of publications that gauge the impact of what-if narratives, and this
one is the first to give scholars of the ancient world centre-stage.
  alternate history of the us: The Alternate History Karen Hellekson, 2001 What would the
world be like is history had taken a different course? Science fiction literature has long
contemplated this question, and this text analyzes alternate history science fiction through a variety
of historical models. It raises questions of narrative, writers, temporality and time.
  alternate history of the us: Relativism, Alternate History, and the Forgetful Reader Derek
Thiess, 2014-11-25 The writer of alternate history asks “what if?” What if one historical event were



different, what would the world look like today? In a similar way, the postmodern philosopher of
history suggests that history is literature, or that if we read certain historical details differently we
would get a distinctly different interpretation of past events. While the science fiction alternate
history means to illuminate the past, to increase our understanding of past events, however, the
postmodern approach to history typically suggests that such understanding is impossible. To the
postmodern philosopher, history is like literature in that it does not offer the reader access to the
past, but only an interesting story. Building on criticism that suggests personal psychological
reasons for this obscuring the past, and using a literary theory of readership, this book challenges
the postmodern approach to history. It channels the speculative power of science fiction to read the
works of postmodern philosophy of history as alternate histories themselves, and to map the limits
and pathology of their forgetful reading of the past.
  alternate history of the us: The Fiction Writer's Guide to Alternate History Jack Dann,
2023-07-13 A comprehensive guide to the speculative sub-genre of alternate history fiction, this
book maps the unique terrain of this vibrant mode of storytelling and then explains how to write it.
First giving a concise conceptual overview and the critical tools to differentiate the different forms
of counterfactual fiction, Jack Dann lays out the 'tricks of the trade' such 'Heinleining', how to create
recognizable 'divergent points' and how to employ paratextual elements and 'layering' to overcome
readers' unfamiliarity with invented counterfactual events and cultures. Alongside this, Dann takes
you step-by-step through a complete short story to demonstrate, line-by-line, how alternative history
fiction works. As well as Dann's exacting methodology for writing professional quality alternate
history stories, this book also features a live-on-the-page Q&A with some of the most esteemed
alternate history writers working today, including Kim Stanley Robinson, John Birmingham and Lisa
Goldstein among many others, who will detail their own particular hacks, theories, processes,
methods and strategies. Combining extensive and deep knowledge of the field with accessible
writing advice, this is the ultimate guidebook to the broad and complex sub-genre of counterfactual
and alterative history fiction.
  alternate history of the us: What If . . . Book of Alternative History Jeff Greenfield,
2023-08-15 Have you ever wondered what the world would be like if history had happened
differently? What if . . . · Watergate hadn’t been uncovered? · Communism had failed? · Japan had
not struck Pearl Harbor? · The Cuban Missile Crisis had escalated? · The Vikings had colonized
North America? · Rome never fell? · The Soviets had won the space race? · The Beatles had never
formed? In compelling narratives, historical experts consider these and many more intriguing
questions in this fascinating look at what might have been. Each monumental event includes detailed
articles by historians, professors, and scholars that pose hypothetical answers to various questions,
potential timelines, and full-color illustrations that detail a different outcome. Praise for Jeff
Greenfield’s works of alternative history “Shrewdly written, often riveting.” —The New York Times
“A fascinating [premise].” —Publishers Weekly “Thoughtful and sophisticated. . . . a book political
junkies will adore.” —The Washington Post “Well researched and thought through—an interesting,
plausible exercise.” —Kirkus Reviews
  alternate history of the us: The Great "What Ifs" of the American Civil War Chris
Mackowski, Brian Matthew Jordan, 2022-01-04 “Thought-provoking and entertaining . . . What if
Lincoln had dodged the assassin’s bullet? What if Lee had waged guerrilla warfare in April 1865?”
—Gordon C. Rhea, author of the Overland Campaign series “What if. . . ?” Every Civil War armchair
general asks the question. Possibilities unfold. Disappointments vanish. Imaginations soar. More
questions arise. “What if . . .” can be more than an exercise in wistful fantasy. A serious inquiry
sparks rigorous exploration, demands critical thinking, and unlocks important insights. The Great
“What Ifs” of the American Civil War: Historians Tackle the Conflict’s Most Intriguing Possibilities is
a collection of fourteen essays by the historians at Emerging Civil War, and includes a Foreword by
acclaimed alternate history writer Peter G. Tsouras. Each entry focuses on one of the most important
events of the war and unpacks the options of the moment. To understand what happened, we must
look with a clear and objective eye at what could have happened, with the full multitude of choices



before us. “What if” is a tool for illumination. These essays also explode the assumptions people
make when they ask “what if” and then jump to wishful conclusions. This collection offers not
alternate histories or counterfactual scenarios, but an invitation to ask, to learn, and to wonder . . .
“A lively and engaging examination of those perennial ‘second guesses’ no student of the war fails to
appreciate. No ‘pie in the sky’ here—each exploration is firmly rooted in fact, with a keen
appreciation of context, providing provocative insight without sacrificing history.” —David A. Powell,
author of the award–winning series The Chickamauga Campaign
  alternate history of the us: Kontrafaktik der Gegenwart Michael Navratil, 2021-12-20
Nicht-realistisches Erzählen ist hochpopulär, wurde aber häufig des politischen Eskapismus
verdächtigt. Diese Studie bietet einen fiktionstheoretischen Zugang zum Erzählverfahren der
Kontrafaktik und zeigt dessen Nähe zum politischen Schreiben auf. Analysen kontrafaktischer Werke
von Christian Kracht, Kathrin Röggla, Juli Zeh und Leif Randt demonstrieren die Vielfalt und
Relevanz politischer Realitätsvariationen in der Gegenwartsliteratur.
  alternate history of the us: The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction Edward James,
Farah Mendlesohn, 2003-11-20 Table of contents
  alternate history of the us: Rejection and Disaffiliation in Twenty-First Century American
Immigration Narratives Katie Daily, 2018-06-11 Rejection and Disaffiliation in Twenty-First Century
American Immigration Narratives examines changing attitudes about national sovereignty and
affiliation. Katie Daily delinks twenty-first century American immigration narratives from 9/11,
examining genre alterations within a scope of literary analysis that is wider than what “post-9/11”
allows. What emerges is an understanding of the speed at which the rhetoric and aims of many
twenty-first century immigration narratives significantly depart from the traditions established
post-1900. Daily investigates a recent trend in which novelists and filmmakers question what it
means to be an immigrant in contemporary America and explores how these “disaffiliation”
narratives challenge some of the most fundamental traditions in American literature and society.
  alternate history of the us: Narratives of Nostalgia and Repair in American Comics and
Literature Aanchal Vij, 2025-08-21 Through a study of both novels and comic books of 20th and
21st century, this book claims that it is not possible to create any narrative of exceptionalism
without also manufacturing a sense of nostalgia for a past that may or may not have existed. Acts of
personal or historical repair are central to such nostalgia and symptomatic of a desire to both escape
and confront difficult pasts. The myth of American exceptionalism is one such narrative of nostalgia
that, in its conception of damage and acts of ‘repair,’ disables histories. Through works by Michael
Chabon, Art Spiegelman, Philip Roth, Alan Moore, and Ta-Nehisi Coates, this book reframes the idea
of heroism and locates it outside of the hegemonic narrative of American exceptionalism. This book
puts comics studies and literature in dialogue with disability studies to argue that an ‘able’ history,
just like an ‘able body,’ is a myth. The figure of the superhero, or the trope of heroism, is central to
the moments of historical repair as well as the identity politics of who repairs the damage. The
corpus illustrates how American escapism and counterfactual conception of a nation’s past can
prolong the trauma of beleaguered communities, cultures, bodies, and histories. This book reveals
how prostheticising one version of history can amputate another; there is no narrative of
exceptionalism that is also not simultaneously a narrative of disability.
  alternate history of the us: 21st Century US Historical Fiction Ruth Maxey, 2020-07-17
This new collection examines important US historical fiction published since 2000. Exploring
historical novels by established American writers such as Philip Roth, Joyce Carol Oates, E.L.
Doctorow, Chang-rae Lee, James McBride, Susan Choi, and George Saunders, the book also includes
chapters on first-time novelists. Individual essays in 21st Century US Historical Fiction:
Contemporary Responses to the Past tackle prominent and provocative new novels, for example,
recent Pulitzer Prize-winning fiction by Anthony Doerr, Viet Thanh Nguyen and Colson Whitehead.
Interrogating such key themes as war, race, sexuality, trauma and childhood; notions of genre and
periodization; and recent theorizations of historical fiction, scholars from the United States, Canada,
Britain and Ireland analyze an emerging canon of contemporary historical fiction by an



ethno-racially diverse range of major American writers.
  alternate history of the us: Sense of Wonder Leigh Grossman, 2011-12-20 A survey of the
last 100 years of science fiction, with representative stories and illuminating essays by the top
writers, poets, and scholars, from Edgar Rice Burroughs and Samuel Butler to Robert A. Heinlein
and and Jack Vance, from E.E. Doc Smith and Clifford D. Simak to Ted Chiang and Charles Stross--
and everyone in between. More than one million words of classic fiction and essays!
  alternate history of the us: The American Civil War on Film and TV Douglas Brode,
Cynthia J. Miller, Shea T. Brode, 2017-10-05 Whether on the big screen or small, films featuring the
American Civil War are among the most classic and controversial in motion picture history. From D.
W. Griffith’s Birth of a Nation (1915) to Free State of Jones (2016), the war has provided the setting,
ideologies, and character archetypes for cinematic narratives of morality, race, gender, and nation,
as well as serving as historical education for a century of Americans. In The American Civil War on
Film and TV: Blue and Gray in Black and White and Color, Douglas Brode, Shea T. Brode, and
Cynthia J. Miller bring together nineteen essays by a diverse array of scholars across the disciplines
to explore these issues. The essays included here span a wide range of films, from the silent era to
the present day, including Buster Keaton’s The General (1926), Red Badge of Courage (1951), Glory
(1989), Gettysburg (1993), and Cold Mountain (2003), as well as television mini-series The Blue and
The Gray (1982) and John Jakes’ acclaimed North and South trilogy (1985-86). As an accessible
volume to dedicated to a critical conversation about the Civil War on film, The American Civil War
on Film and TV will appeal to not only to scholars of film, military history, American history, and
cultural history, but to fans of war films and period films, as well.
  alternate history of the us: The Fourth Battle of Winchester Richard M. McMurry, 2002 This
text, using a counter-factual account of the 1864 campaigns in Virginia, presents a view of the
American Civil War from the West - moving the narrow confines of the Old Dominion to the vast
Trans-Appalachian region - and gives the reader an understanding of how and why the war ended.
  alternate history of the us: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Eighteenth Annual Collection
Gardner Dozois, 2001-08-18 The twenty-three stories in this collection imaginatively take us far
across the universe, into the very core of our being, to the realm of the gods, and the moment just
after now. Included here are the works of masters of the form and of bright new talents, including:
Stephen Baxter, M.Shayne Bell, Rick Cook, Albert E. Cowdrey, Tananarive Due, Greg Egan, Eliot
Fintushel, Peter F. Hamilton, Earnest Hogan, John Kessel, Nancy Kress, Ursula K. Le Guin, Paul J.
McAuley, Ian McDonald, Susan Palwick, Severna Park, Alastair Reynolds, Lucius Shepard, Brian
Stableford, Charles Stross, Michael Swanwick, Steven Utley, Robert Charles Wilson Supplementing
the stories is the editor's insightful summation of the year's events and lengthy list of honorable
mentions, making this book a valuable resource in addition to serving as the single best place in the
universe to find stories that stir the imagination and the heart.
  alternate history of the us: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Seventeenth Annual
Collection Gardner Dozois, 2000-08-12 In science fiction's early days, stories often looked past
1984 to the year 2000 as the far unknowable future. Here now, on the brink of the twenty-first
century, the future remains as distant and as unknowable as ever . . . and science fiction stories
continue to explore it with delightful results: Collected in this anthology are such imaginative gems
as: The Wedding Album by David Marusek. In a high-tech future, the line between reality and
simulation has grown thin . . . and it's often hard to tell who's on what side. Everywhere by Geoff
Ryman. Do the people who live in utopian conditions ever recognize them as such? Hatching the
Phoenix by Frederik Pohl. One of science fiction's Grand Masters returns with a star-crossing tale of
the Heechee---the enigmatic, vanished aliens whose discarded technology guides mankind through
the future. A Hero of the Empire by Robert Silverberg. Showing that the past is as much a province
of the imagination as the future, this novelette returns to an alternate history when the Roman
Empire never fell to show us just how the course of history can be altered. The twenty-seven stories
in this collection imaginatively take us to nearby planets and distant futures, into the past and into
universes no larger than a grain of sand. Included here are the works of masters of the form and of



bright new talents. Supplementing the stories are the editor's insightful summation of the year's
events and a lengthy list of honorable mentions, making this book a valuable resource in addition to
serving as the single best place in the universe to find stories that stir the imagination and the heart.
  alternate history of the us: Race in American Science Fiction Isiah Lavender, 2011-02-08 A
critical examination of Blackness and race in the predominantly White genre. Noting that science
fiction is characterized by an investment in the proliferation of racial difference, Isiah Lavender III
argues that racial alterity is fundamental to the genre’s narrative strategy. Race in American
Science Fiction offers a systematic classification of ways that race appears and how it is silenced in
science fiction, while developing a critical vocabulary designed to focus attention on
often-overlooked racial implications. These focused readings of science fiction contextualize race
within the genre’s better-known master narratives and agendas. Authors discussed include Isaac
Asimov, Ray Bradbury, Philip K. Dick, and Ursula K. Le Guin, among many others. “Critically
ambitious. . . . Isiah Lavender spurs a direct conversation about race and racism in science fiction.”
—De Witt Douglas Kilgore, author of Astrofuturism: Science, Race, and Visions of Utopia in Space
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