lost art of keeping secrets

Lost Art of Keeping Secrets: Why Discretion Matters More Than Ever

lost art of keeping secrets is a phrase that resonates deeply in today’s hyper-connected world.
With social media updates, instant messaging, and the constant buzz of notifications, the ability to
keep something confidential feels like a rarity. It’s not just about hiding information; it’s about trust,
respect, and the nuanced understanding that some things are better left unsaid. But why has this art
faded, and what can we learn from its decline? Let’s explore the lost art of keeping secrets, why it
matters, and how rediscovering it can enrich our personal and professional lives.

The Changing Landscape of Privacy and Secrecy

In decades past, keeping secrets was almost a societal expectation. Whether it was a family matter,
a workplace issue, or personal struggles, discretion was valued. Today, however, the digital age has
blurred those lines significantly. The ease with which information travels makes secrecy more
challenging, but also potentially more important.

From Whispered Confidences to Digital Oversharing

Once upon a time, secrets were shared in hushed tones between trusted friends or family. The
physical limitations of communication—face-to-face conversations or handwritten letters—naturally
limited exposure. Now, social media platforms encourage sharing moments, thoughts, and feelings
publicly or semi-publicly, often without considering the consequences. This shift has led to a culture
where oversharing is normalized, sometimes to the detriment of personal and professional
relationships.

Why Secrets Still Matter in the Digital Era

Despite the trend toward openness, keeping certain information confidential remains crucial.
Secrets help maintain boundaries, protect privacy, and foster trust. In workplaces, confidentiality
can safeguard sensitive projects or personal employee information. In friendships and family, it
shows respect and builds a foundation of reliability. Losing the ability to keep secrets can erode
trust, leading to damaged relationships and social isolation.

Understanding the Psychology Behind Keeping Secrets

The act of keeping a secret is more than just refraining from sharing information; it involves
emotional intelligence, self-control, and empathy. Understanding these psychological aspects can
illuminate why the lost art of keeping secrets is so important.



The Emotional Weight of Secrets

Holding onto a secret is often emotionally taxing. It requires restraint and sometimes sacrifices
immediate relief through sharing. However, this restraint can also demonstrate maturity and respect
for others’ feelings. Psychologists note that people who respect confidentiality are often perceived as
trustworthy and dependable, qualities highly valued in all types of relationships.

Trust and Secrecy: Two Sides of the Same Coin

Trust is the foundation upon which secrets rest. When someone shares a secret, they are essentially
placing a part of themselves in your hands. How you handle that secret reflects on your character
and can either strengthen or weaken your bond. The ability to keep secrets can thus serve as a
litmus test for the health of a relationship.

The Social Consequences of Losing the Ability to Keep
Secrets

What happens when the lost art of keeping secrets becomes a permanent cultural shift? The
repercussions are felt both individually and collectively.

Damage to Personal Relationships

When secrets leak, feelings of betrayal often follow. This can lead to broken friendships, strained
family ties, and even the end of romantic relationships. Without confidentiality, people may become
reluctant to share their true thoughts and feelings, leading to superficial or mistrustful interactions.

Professional Risks and Ethical Concerns

In the workplace, confidentiality agreements exist for a reason. Sharing sensitive information can
lead to legal repercussions, damaged reputations, and lost business opportunities. Ethical breaches
related to information leaks can also tarnish a company’s culture and employee morale.

How to Rediscover the Lost Art of Keeping Secrets

While it might seem that the ability to keep secrets is fading, individuals can take active steps to
reclaim this valuable skill.



Practice Mindful Communication

Before sharing information, pause and consider the consequences. Ask yourself: Is this information
mine to share? Could sharing this hurt someone? Mindful communication helps prevent accidental
oversharing and builds a habit of discretion.

Build Trust Through Consistency

Demonstrate reliability by respecting others’ confidences. When people see that you take secrecy
seriously, they’ll be more likely to trust you with sensitive matters.

Set Boundaries and Respect Others’ Privacy

Understanding and honoring boundaries is key. Not every detail needs to be broadcasted, and
sometimes the most respectful thing you can do is keep things to yourself.

Develop Emotional Resilience

Keeping secrets can be challenging emotionally. Developing coping strategies such as journaling,
meditation, or talking to a professional in confidence can help manage the stress that sometimes
accompanies secrecy.

The Positive Impact of Mastering Secrecy in Modern
Life

Embracing the lost art of keeping secrets can lead to profound personal growth and healthier
relationships.

Enhancing Intimacy and Connection

When people know their secrets are safe with you, it encourages openness and deepens emotional
bonds. This intimacy is the cornerstone of meaningful relationships.

Promoting Personal Integrity and Respect

Keeping secrets is a reflection of your values and respect for others. It signals that you prioritize
others’ feelings and trust over momentary impulses to share.



Improving Mental Health

Ironically, while keeping secrets can be burdensome, it can also protect individuals from
unnecessary drama and conflict. It encourages emotional regulation and thoughtful responses rather
than impulsive reactions.

Final Thoughts on the Lost Art of Keeping Secrets

In a world that celebrates transparency, the lost art of keeping secrets reminds us that discretion is
not about hiding but about honoring trust and boundaries. It’s about balancing openness with
respect—a skill that enriches our interactions and nurtures authentic connections. By consciously
choosing what to share and what to hold close, we reclaim a timeless human practice that keeps
relationships strong and communities resilient. As we navigate the complexities of modern
communication, perhaps it’s time to revive this subtle yet powerful art in our daily lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'lost art of keeping secrets' mean?

The phrase refers to the declining ability or willingness of people to keep information confidential in
an age of digital communication and social media.

Why is the ability to keep secrets considered an art?

Keeping secrets requires skill, trust, discretion, and emotional intelligence, which collectively make
it a nuanced and delicate practice often referred to as an art.

How has technology impacted the art of keeping secrets?

Technology, especially social media and instant messaging, has made it easier to share information
quickly, often leading to unintentional or intentional leaks and making it harder to keep secrets.

What are the consequences of losing the ability to keep
secrets?

Loss of trust, damaged relationships, personal and professional repercussions, and increased
vulnerability to privacy breaches are common consequences.

Can the art of keeping secrets be relearned in modern society?

Yes, through conscious effort, cultivating trustworthiness, practicing discretion, and setting
boundaries with digital communication, individuals can relearn and value the skill of keeping
secrets.



How does culture influence the importance of keeping
secrets?

Different cultures place varying emphasis on privacy and discretion; some value openness while
others prioritize confidentiality and honor in keeping secrets.

What role does psychology play in keeping secrets?

Psychology helps us understand motivations behind secret-keeping, the emotional burden secrets
can impose, and how trust and relationships are affected by confidentiality.

Are there ethical considerations involved in keeping secrets?

Yes, ethical considerations include determining when to keep a secret and when disclosure is
necessary, especially if withholding information could cause harm.

How can individuals improve their ability to keep secrets in
the digital age?

Individuals can improve by being mindful about what they share online, using secure communication
methods, respecting others' privacy, and developing self-discipline around information sharing.

Additional Resources
The Lost Art of Keeping Secrets: Navigating Privacy in the Digital Age

Lost art of keeping secrets is a phrase that resonates more profoundly today than ever before. In
an era dominated by instant communication, social media oversharing, and an incessant digital
footprint, the traditional concept of confidentiality and discretion appears increasingly obsolete. This
transformation begs an investigative look into how societal, technological, and psychological factors
have eroded the once-prized skill of safeguarding sensitive information. As privacy norms evolve and
the boundaries between public and private blur, understanding the nuances surrounding the lost art
of keeping secrets becomes essential not only for individuals but for organizations and communities
alike.

The Evolution of Secrecy: From Sacred Trust to Public
Commodity

Historically, keeping secrets was regarded as a fundamental pillar of trust and relationship-building.
Whether in personal friendships, family dynamics, or diplomatic negotiations, discretion was
synonymous with reliability and honor. The ability to withhold or protect information was a valued
social currency, often reinforcing bonds and maintaining social order.

However, the digital revolution has dramatically altered this landscape. The proliferation of
smartphones, social media platforms, and cloud storage means that information can be disseminated



globally within seconds. According to a 2023 Pew Research Center study, over 70% of adults admit
to sharing personal information online that they would not have disclosed a decade ago. This shift
reflects not just technological change but a cultural redefinition of privacy, where sharing is often
equated with authenticity and social engagement.

Technology’s Role in Undermining Confidentiality

The advent of smartphones equipped with cameras and microphones, alongside popular social
networks like Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok, has created an environment where the impulse to
share often overrides caution. The instantaneous nature of digital communication encourages
spontaneous disclosures, sometimes without fully considering consequences.

Moreover, data breaches and hacking incidents have exposed the vulnerability of digital secrets. The
2021 Colonial Pipeline ransomware attack, which compromised critical infrastructure data,
highlighted the risks organizations face in maintaining confidentiality. Such incidents have
underscored that the lost art of keeping secrets is not just a personal failing but a systemic
challenge in information security.

Psychology Behind Secrecy and Disclosure

Understanding why people struggle to keep secrets involves exploring psychological motivations.
Secrets often carry emotional weight, and the act of sharing can provide relief from stress, guilt, or
anxiety. Psychologist Michael Slepian’s research from Columbia University reveals that people who
disclose secrets tend to experience positive emotional and physical health outcomes, including
reduced blood pressure and improved well-being.

However, this psychological benefit must be balanced against potential social costs. Unintended
disclosures can lead to damaged relationships, loss of reputation, or even legal consequences. The
delicate tension between the desire for emotional release and the need for discretion encapsulates
the complexity of the lost art of keeping secrets.

Social Media and the Culture of Oversharing

Social media platforms have cultivated a culture where sharing intimate details is normalized and
often rewarded with likes, comments, and validation. This phenomenon, sometimes termed
“oversharing,” blurs boundaries and diminishes the perceived value of privacy.

A 2022 survey by Common Sense Media found that 60% of teens felt pressured to share personal
information online to fit in socially. Such pressures erode traditional norms around secrecy and
discretion, replacing them with a performative openness that may be superficial rather than sincere.



Implications of Losing the Ability to Keep Secrets

The erosion of secrecy has multifaceted implications across social, professional, and ethical domains.
In the workplace, for example, confidentiality agreements and nondisclosure clauses are crucial for
protecting trade secrets and intellectual property. Yet, whistleblowing cases and leaks have
complicated these norms, raising debates about transparency versus secrecy.

On a personal level, the inability to keep secrets can strain relationships. Trust is foundational in
friendships and family ties; frequent breaches of confidence may lead to alienation and emotional
distress.

Pros and Cons of a More Open Information Culture

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Increased transparency can promote accountability.

o

Sharing can foster connection and reduce stigma around sensitive topics.

[¢]

Accessible information empowers informed decision-making.

e Cons:
o Loss of privacy may lead to vulnerability and exploitation.
o Oversharing can damage reputations and relationships.

o Difficulty distinguishing public from private information.

Reviving the Lost Art: Strategies for Modern Discretion

Despite these challenges, the lost art of keeping secrets is not irretrievably gone. There are
emerging strategies and cultural shifts aimed at reclaiming discretion in the digital age.

Digital Literacy and Privacy Awareness

Education about digital footprints and privacy settings is crucial. Users who understand how their



data is collected, stored, and potentially shared are better equipped to protect sensitive information.
Organizations and schools increasingly emphasize digital literacy programs to foster responsible
online behavior.

Mindful Communication Practices

Encouraging mindfulness about what, when, and how information is shared can help restore
discretion. Pausing before posting or speaking, considering the audience, and evaluating potential
consequences are practical steps individuals can adopt.

Technological Tools for Confidentiality

Encryption technologies, secure messaging apps like Signal, and privacy-focused browsers enable
users to communicate with greater confidentiality. Businesses are also investing in cybersecurity
measures to safeguard corporate secrets and client data.

The Future of Secrets in an Interconnected World

Looking forward, the tension between openness and secrecy will likely persist. Emerging
technologies such as artificial intelligence and blockchain present both opportunities and challenges
for privacy. For example, Al-driven data analysis can uncover patterns but may also expose hidden
information, while blockchain’s transparency can conflict with confidentiality requirements.

Ultimately, navigating the lost art of keeping secrets requires a nuanced appreciation of context,
technology, and human psychology. While the cultural appetite for sharing may never revert
entirely, fostering environments that respect discretion and privacy remains a critical endeavor. The
balance struck will shape not only individual relationships but the broader social fabric in decades to
come.
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lost art of keeping secrets: The Lost Art of Keeping Secrets Eva Rice, 2012-12-06 The
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eccentric family at the start of the rock'n'roll era. Penelope longs to be grown-up and to fall in love,
but various rather inconvenient things keep getting in her way. Like her mother, a stunning but
petulant beauty widowed at a tragically early age, her younger brother Inigo, currently incapable of
concentrating on anything that isn't Elvis Presley, a vast but crumbling ancestral home, a severe
shortage of cash, and her best friend Charlotte's sardonic cousin Harry... *** PRAISE FOR EVA RICE
*kx 'Exquisite. Enchanting. Quite possibly perfect. The next One Day/Me Before You' - Veronica
Henry 'A reason to be cheerful . . . the book I've been waiting my whole life for, a perfect 90s period
piece about sisters, it's glam, gorgeous, a little bit melancholic and a lot charming' - Daisy Buchanan
‘Will break your heart and piece it back together again with wit, warmth and magic. The way Rice
weaves together fiction and reality is delicious . . . Nobody captures the exhilaration of first love and
teen fandom quite like her' - Lauren Bravo This special tenth anniversary edition includes a foreword
by Miranda Hart and an exclusive short story from Eva Rice, The Moth Trap, which offers a glimpse
into the cocktail party where Penelope's parents, Archie and Talitha, first met.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Lost Art of Keeping Secrets Eva Rice, 2007-03-27 Rice’s
remarkable gift for creating singular characters in this memorable story underscores her presence
as a fresh new voice in fiction.—Publishers Weekly Set in 1950s London, The Lost Art of Keeping
Secrets centers around Penelope, the wide-eyed daughter of a legendary beauty, Talitha, who lost
her husband to the war. Penelope, with her mother and brother, struggles to maintain their vast and
crumbling ancestral home—while postwar London spins toward the next decade’s cultural
revolution. Penelope wants nothing more than to fall in love, and when her new best friend,
Charlotte, a free spirit in the young society set, drags Penelope into London with all of its grand
parties, she sets in motion great change for them all. Charlotte’s mysterious and attractive brother
Harry uses Penelope to make his American ex-girlfriend jealous, with unforeseen consequences, and
a dashing, wealthy American movie producer arrives with what might be the key to Penelope’s—and
her family’s—future happiness. Vibrant, witty, and filled with vivid historical detail, this is an utterly
unique debut novel about a time and place just slipping into history.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Lost Art of Good Conversation Sakyong Mipham, 2017-10-17
Cutting through all the white noise, chatter, and superficiality our cell phones and social media
cause, one of Tibet's highest and most respected spiritual leaders offers simple and practical advice
to help us increase our attentions spans, become better listeners, and strive to appreciate the people
around us. In a world of iPhones and connectivity to social media and email, we are all in constant
connection with one another. Then why are so many people feeling burned out, distant from
colleagues, and abandoned by family and friends? In this new book from the bestselling author of
Running with the Mind of Meditation, the Sakyong uses the basic principles of the Shambhala
tradition--meditation and a sincere belief in the inherent wisdom, compassion, and courage of all
beings--to help readers to listen and speak more mindfully with loved ones, co-workers, strangers,
and even ourselves. In this easy to understand and helpful book, Sakyong Mipham provides inspiring
ideas and practical tips on how to be more present in your day-to-day life, helping us to
communicate in ways that elevates the dignity of everyone involved. Great for families, employees
and employers and everyone who spend too much time on Facebook, Instagram, and feel
disconnected in our connected world, Good Conversation is a journey back to basics.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Lost Art of Magic Jonni Jordyn, 2024-09-13 Destiny isn't in
trouble because she comes from a long line of women with psychic powers. She isn’t even in trouble
for discovering the true magic that had been dormant for centuries. Her trouble comes because
there are other people descended from the old clans that felt the shift in the ether when she
rediscovered the old magic, and they would rather kill her than let a sixteen-year-old in the bayou
have what they covet most.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Novel Cure Ella Berthoud, Susan Elderkin, 2013-09-05 When
read at the right moment, a novel can change your life. Bibliotherapists Ella Berthoud and Susan
Elderkin know the power of a good book, and have been prescribing each other literary remedies for
all life's aches and pains for decades. Together, they've compiled a medical handbook with a



difference: a dictionary of literary cures for any malaise you can imagine. Whether it's struggling to
find a good cup of tea (Douglas Adams, two sugars) or being in need of a good cry (Thomas Hardy,
plus tissues), as well as cures for all kinds of reading ailments - from being a compulsive book buyer
to a tendency to give up halfway through a novel - Ella and Susan have the tonic for all ailments,
great or small. Written with authority, passion and wit, The Novel Cure is an enchanting reminder of
the power and pleasure of forgetting your troubles in a good book.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Little Library Year Kate Young, 2019-10-03 'A very special
book' DIANA HENRY. 'Perfect' NINA STIBBE. The Little Library Year takes you through a full twelve
months in award-winning food writer Kate Young's kitchen. Here are frugal January meals enjoyed
alone with a classic comfort read, as well as summer feasts to be eaten outdoors with the perfect
beach read to hand. Beautifully photographed throughout, The Little Library Year is full of delicious
seasonal recipes, menus and reading recommendations. 'A wonderful, brilliant book' RUBY
TANDOH. 'The best present a food-obsessed bookworm could ask for' OLIA HERCULES. 'Tender,
gorgeous, clever and generous' ELLA RISBRIDGER. 'Bibliophile foodies have a treat in store for
them. Many treats, in fact' JASPER FFORDE.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Lost Art of Listening Michael P. Nichols, 2009-02-15 One
person talks; the other listens. It's so basic that we take it for granted. Unfortunately, most of us
think of ourselves as better listeners than we actually are. Why do we so often fail to connect when
speaking with family members, romantic partners, colleagues, or friends? How do emotional
reactions get in the way of real communication? This thoughtful, witty, and empathic book has
already helped over 100,000 readers break through conflicts and transform their personal and
professional relationships. Experienced therapist Mike Nichols provides vivid examples,
easy-to-learn techniques, and practical exercises for becoming a better listener--and making yourself
heard and understood, even in difficult situations.

lost art of keeping secrets: Lost Art of Listening, Third Edition Michael P. Nichols, Martha
B. Straus, 2021-03-24 Revised edition of The lost art of listening, c2009.

lost art of keeping secrets: How To Write For Children And Get Published Louise Jordan,
2016-05-26 Huge numbers of people want to write for children, but it is notoriously difficult to find a
publisher in this increasingly comeptitive area. This inspiring and practical guide from
acknowledged expert on children's publishing Louise Jordan, will show you how to make your work
stand out from the crowd and appeal to commissioning editors, and, of course, your intended
audience.

lost art of keeping secrets: No One Knows: Die Queens of the Stone Age Story Joel Mclver,
2010-06-01 Rising up aus der Asche von Kyuss, Queens Of The Stone Age sind eine elektrisierende
musikalische Kraft, die eine ganz neue Musik-Bewegung inspiriert haben. Die Mitglieder kommen
und gehen, aber fuhrend Josh Homme hat sich die Band auf einem Weg nach oben von Verein
Anfangen gehalten, um grofSen Erfolg. Dieser erzahlt, wie Nick Oliveri, einem der Felsen
urspringlichen Verrickten, die von Josh Homme Mitglied abgewahlt wurde und liefert Einzelheiten
zu ihrem neuen Album Lullabies zu lahmen.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Lost Art of Listening, Second Edition Michael P. Nichols,
2009-02-16 One person talks; the other listens. It's so basic that we take it for granted.
Unfortunately, most of us think of ourselves as better listeners than we actually are. Why do we so
often fail to connect when speaking with family members, romantic partners, colleagues, or friends?
How do emotional reactions get in the way of real communication? This thoughtful, witty, and
empathic book has already helped over 125,000 readers break through conflicts and transform their
personal and professional relationships. Experienced therapist Mike Nichols provides vivid
examples, easy-to-learn techniques, and practical exercises for becoming a better listener--and
making yourself heard and understood, even in difficult situations.

lost art of keeping secrets: Jenny Quinn’s Rise to Fame Olivia Ford, 2025-03-27 Jenny
Quinn is the unlikely star of Britain's favourite baking show, but could her newfound stardom cause
her biggest secret to unravel? 'As delicious and comforting as a freshly baked sponge' Ruth Jones,




bestselling author of Love Untold 'A fabulous, ultimately joyful read' - Jennie Godfrey Sunday Times
bestselling author of The List of Suspicious Things 'An absolute delight. A lovely novel full of
warmth, courage and heart' - A ] Pearce, Sunday Times bestselling author of Dear Mrs Pearce --
Jenny Quinn has a secret. She just won a spot as a contestant on a prime-time TV baking show. It's
only the second time in her marriage that she's kept something from beloved husband Bernard. And
now she's got a chance of being crowned Britain's best baker. But as her ordinary life collides with
unexpected stardom, the other secret Jenny's been keeping - the one supposed to stay hidden
forever - is in danger of surfacing. Could Jenny Quinn's rise to fame also be her downfall? - 'A
delicious debut' Red 'Warm-hearted, delicious' Heat 'Tantalizing, cosy, charming' Mail on Sunday
'‘Bake Off fans, don’t miss this! Delectable food writing and a quietly loveable heroine' Daily Mail
‘Calling all Great British Baking Show fans: this charming novel will fill the cake-shaped hole in your
heart with the kind of feel-good suspense we love from the likes of Paul Hollywood” Good
Housekeeping

lost art of keeping secrets: This Could be Everything Eva Rice, 2023-02-16 The perfect,
feel-good, comforting read to cosy up with as the nights draw in. Escape to 1990, Notting Hill, first
love, and hope. ‘Exquisite. Enchanting. Quite possibly perfect. The next One Day/Me Before You’
VERONICA HENRY 'Every time I have read one of Eva Rice’s books it has felt like a modern classic.
Tender, and acutely observed, the characters of This Could Be Everything have stayed with me.
Reading it every night felt like wrapping myself a comfort blanket' JOJO MOYES ‘The most gorgeous
feel-good story about love and grief and how the smallest things can start a journey of healing.’
GEORGINA MOORE, author of The Garnett Girls 'I finished it in a breathless emotional gulp. Truly
wonderful, incredibly moving...funny, witty, wise and superbly written...The age beautifully evoked'
STEPHEN FRY 'You will rejoice as February gradually finds happiness again, consoled by two little
canaries, the treadmill of the Top 40, the rare beauties of Nineties London and finally true love.
Eva’s latest story HAS everything' JILLY COOPER It’s 1990. The Happy Mondays are in the charts, a
15-year-old called Kate Moss is on the cover of the Face magazine, and Julia Roberts wears
thigh-boots for the poster for a new movie called Pretty Woman. February Kingdom is nineteen years
old when she is knocked sideways by family tragedy. Then one evening in May she finds an escaped
canary in her kitchen and it sparks a glimmer of hope in her. With the help of the bird called Yellow,
Feb starts to feel her way out of her own private darkness, just as her aunt embarks on a passionate
and all-consuming affair with a married American drama teacher. THIS COULD BE EVERYTHING is
a coming-of-age story with its roots under the pavements of a pre-Richard Curtis-era Notting Hill
that has all but vanished. It’s about what happens when you start looking after something more
important than you, and the hope a yellow bird can bring... Praise for This Could Be Everything: 'A
beautiful, atmospheric, brilliantly observed thing of joy. Eva Rice is a fantastic observer and relayer
of the human experience. Absolutely wonderful' Mel Giedroyc 'A beautiful balm of a book full of hope
and possibility, This Could Be Everything will break your heart and piece it back together again with
wit, warmth and magic. The way Rice weaves together fiction and reality is delicious, with details on
every page that will have pop fans, Londoners and 90s nostalgics squealing with delight. Nobody
captures the exhilaration of first love and teen fandom quite like her' Lauren Bravo ‘A reason to be
cheerful - THIS COULD BE EVERYTHING is the book I've been waiting my whole life for, a perfect
90s period piece about sisters, it's glam, gorgeous, a little bit melancholic and a lot charming’ Daisy
Buchanan ‘This moving, hopeful and brilliantly told story inhabits the West London of my youth. I
loved it’ Betty Boo ‘A gorgeous story about first love and hope’ Red ‘A moving novel about
sisterhood, grief and first love’ Good Housekeeping 'The story of loss, love - and ultimately hope - is
beautifully told. You won't be able to put it down' Heat

lost art of keeping secrets: I Did a Bad Thing Linda Green, 2010-01-07 From the #1
bestselling author of WHILE MY EYES WERE CLOSED comes a smart, heartfelt and refreshing
relationship tale. 'A brilliantly dark debut' Elle Sarah Roberts used to be good. Then she did
something bad. Very bad. Now, years later, she's living a good life. She works as a local newspaper
reporter and lives with her saintly boyfriend Jonathan. She has no reason to think her guilty past will



ever catch up with her. Until Nick walks back into her life. And suddenly, what's good and bad aren't
so clear to Sarah any more.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Richard & Judy Book Club Reader Helen Cousins, 2016-03-03
In January 2004, daytime television presenters Richard Madeley and Judy Finnigan launched their
book club and sparked debate about the way people in Britain, from the general reader to publishers
to the literati, thought about books and reading. The Richard & Judy Book Club Reader brings
together historians of the book, literature scholars, and specialists in media and cultural studies to
examine the effect of the club on reading practices and the publishing and promotion of books.
Beginning with an analysis of the book club's history and its ongoing development in relation to
other reading groups worldwide including Oprah's, the editors consider issues of book marketing
and genre. Further chapters explore the effects of the mass-broadcast celebrity book club on society,
literature and its marketing, and popular culture. Contributors ask how readers discuss books, judge
value and make choices. The collection addresses questions of authorship, authority and canon in
texts connected by theme or genre including the postcolonial exotic, disability and representations
of the body, food books, and domesticity. In addition, book club author Andrew Smith shares his
experiences in a fascinating interview.

lost art of keeping secrets: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Guitarists
Wikipedia contributors,

lost art of keeping secrets: The Richard & Judy Book Club Reader Dr Helen Cousins, Dr
Jenni Ramone, 2013-05-28 In January 2004, daytime television presenters Richard Madeley and Judy
Finnigan launched their book club and sparked debate about the way people in Britain, from the
general reader to publishers to the literati, thought about books and reading. The Richard & Judy
Book Club Reader brings together historians of the book, literature scholars, and specialists in
media and cultural studies to examine the effect of the club on reading practices and the publishing
and promotion of books. Beginning with an analysis of the book club's history and its ongoing
development in relation to other reading groups worldwide including Oprah's, the editors consider
issues of book marketing and genre. Further chapters explore the effects of the mass-broadcast
celebrity book club on society, literature and its marketing, and popular culture. Contributors ask
how readers discuss books, judge value and make choices. The collection addresses questions of
authorship, authority and canon in texts connected by theme or genre including the postcolonial
exotic, disability and representations of the body, food books, and domesticity. In addition, book club
author Andrew Smith shares his experiences in a fascinating interview.

lost art of keeping secrets: The Little Library Parties Kate Young, 2022-10-13 50 party recipes
to suit every occasion, from award-winning food writer Kate Young. It's time to spend time with
those we love most. It's time to party. In The Little Library Parties, Kate Young draws on all of her
experience catering for weddings and events, and her love of cooking for friends, to provide 50
sensational new recipes for entertaining. From dinner party feasts and canapes for a crowd, to
barbeques, tea parties, house parties and that all important morning-after tonic, Kate provides
delicious and joyful recipes - as always, inspired by her favourite literature - to ensure your
get-together tastes delicious. With beautiful photographs throughout and in a gorgeous, giftable
format, this is the perfect book to help you kick off the party season. 'Transportative... [The] recipes
are enhancing and useful' Caroline Eden, TLS on The Little Library Christmas

lost art of keeping secrets: The Misinterpretation of Tara Jupp Eva Rice, 2012-12-20 "This
book is a must-read' Heat 1962, Cornwall. Tara Jupp - vicar's daughter, occasional thief, expert
horse-rider and second fiddle to her sister 'the beauty' Lucy - sings at a wedding and is spotted by a
record producer. With the spotlight suddenly, thrillingly shining on her alone, the roots of Tara's
country existence are shaken free and she is propelled to Swinging Sixties London. Plunged into a
dazzling new world of fashion, music and heartache, in a city where skirts are being hitched up as
fast as past is being pulled down, can Tara hold the limelight and hold on to who she really is?
Readers LOVE Eva Rice's novels **** 'Delightful' ***** "Truly wonderful' ***** 'A definite must-read'
*kxxk Beautiful, moving' ¥**** 'Very evocative' ***** 'One of my favourite authors' ***** 'The best




books I've read'

lost art of keeping secrets: One Last Question Mike Pattenden, 2021-06-24 Some secrets are
carried to the grave. Others don't make it as far. Every year the Boys plan a weekend away. A
weekend of drinking, laughter and piss-taking by the sea - it's been a tradition of the six of them for
as more years than they can remember. Now, suddenly, the six has become five. Will - clever, funny,
dependable Will - has died. In the months leading up to his death, Will plans the next Boys weekend,
knowing he will be unable to be there with them. As always he researches the place, books the
accommodation, and prepares his brainmelter quiz - the quiz that slots neatly into the drinking,
laughing and piss-taking and which is the centerpiece to the annual weekend away. Now, the
remaining Boys assemble in the house by the sea in Dungeness that Will has booked for them.
Already grappling with the grief of losing their friend, the Boys are dreading pressing play on the
video, and when they do, their grief turns to horror as Will slowly reveals secrets about each of them
in a series of increasingly provocative questions. During their stay the group has become entangled
with a volatile local steroid dealer and his abused sister and when he challenges the group once
more, just as they face the fallout from the quiz, there are dramatic and disastrous
consequences.Peppered with barbed dialogue and pop cultural references, One Last Question is a
blackly humorous story of friendship, loss and men ageing disgracefully.
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