the frog prince by brothers grimm

The Timeless Tale of The Frog Prince by Brothers Grimm

the frog prince by brothers grimm is one of those enchanting fairy tales that have
captivated audiences for generations. This story, rich in symbolism and moral lessons, has
a charm that transcends time, resonating with children and adults alike. Whether you grew
up hearing the tale around a bedtime story or stumbled upon it in a collection of classic
fairy tales, the narrative’s blend of magic, transformation, and the complexities of promises
make it a perennial favorite.

Understanding The Frog Prince by Brothers
Grimm

The Frog Prince is a fairy tale collected by the Brothers Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm, who
were pivotal in preserving German folklore during the 19th century. Their collection, known
as "Grimm’s Fairy Tales," includes many stories that have become cultural touchstones, but
The Frog Prince stands out for its unique take on transformation and trust.

At its core, the story follows a spoiled princess who reluctantly befriends a frog after he
retrieves her golden ball from a deep well. The frog, who is actually a cursed prince, asks
for her companionship in return. Initially, the princess is repulsed and tries to break her
promise, but eventually, the frog’s true identity is revealed when he is transformed back
into a prince.

The Roots and Variations of the Tale

While The Frog Prince by Brothers Grimm is the most famous version, this tale has many
variants across cultures. Some versions emphasize the kiss that breaks the curse, while
others focus on the act of throwing the frog against a wall or treating him kindly. These
differences highlight cultural attitudes toward promises, transformation, and appearances.

For example, in one version, the princess must kiss the frog to break the spell, symbolizing
acceptance beyond outward appearances. In another, the frog turns human after the
princess honors her promise, illustrating the importance of keeping one’s word.

The Symbolism Behind The Frog Prince by
Brothers Grimm

Fairy tales often carry deeper meanings beneath their surface narratives, and The Frog
Prince is no exception. The story is rich with symbolism that reflects themes of growth,
acceptance, and the transformative power of love.



Transformation and Growth

The frog turning into a prince is a classic metaphor for personal growth and the idea that
true beauty lies beneath the surface. This transformation encourages readers to look
beyond initial impressions and recognize the potential in others — and themselves. It also
mirrors the journey from childhood to adulthood, where one must learn to embrace
responsibility and change.

Promises and Integrity

Another significant theme is the importance of keeping promises. The princess’s initial
reluctance to honor her word contrasts with the eventual fulfillment of her promise,
underscoring a moral lesson about trustworthiness. In a world where promises can
sometimes feel trivial, this tale reminds us how integrity shapes relationships and
character.

Overcoming Prejudice and Fear

The princess’s initial aversion to the frog reflects common fears of the unknown or the
“other.” By the end, her acceptance of the frog challenges these fears, promoting a
message of open-mindedness and kindness. This aspect of the story resonates today,
encouraging empathy and understanding in diverse social contexts.

The Impact of The Frog Prince by Brothers Grimm
on Literature and Culture

Since its publication, The Frog Prince has influenced countless adaptations, from children’s
books and animated films to stage productions and modern retellings. Its themes have
universal appeal, making it a fertile ground for creative reinterpretation.

Modern Adaptations and Interpretations

Contemporary storytellers often reimagine The Frog Prince to explore new dimensions of
the narrative. Some focus on the princess’s perspective, highlighting her growth and
agency, while others update the setting to modern times, blending fantasy with real-world
issues.

For instance, some adaptations delve into the psychological aspects of transformation,
examining identity and self-acceptance more deeply. Others play with the traditional
elements, offering humorous or ironic twists that engage today’s audiences while honoring
the original message.



Influence on Popular Culture

The frog prince motif has seeped into various forms of media and entertainment. From
movies like Disney’s “The Princess and the Frog” to references in literature and television,
the tale’s influence is unmistakable. It serves as a cultural shorthand for unexpected
transformation and the power of genuine connection.

Why The Frog Prince by Brothers Grimm Remains
Relevant Today

In an age dominated by fast-paced media and instant gratification, The Frog Prince by
Brothers Grimm offers a timeless lesson in patience and understanding. Its emphasis on
seeing beyond appearances and honoring commitments continues to resonate with modern
audiences.

Lessons for Children and Adults Alike

For children, the story teaches kindness, empathy, and the importance of keeping
promises. For adults, it offers a reminder to embrace change and look beneath the surface
in relationships and everyday interactions.

Tips for Sharing The Frog Prince Story

If you're introducing The Frog Prince to younger audiences, consider these tips to make the
experience enriching:

e Engage with questions: Ask children what they think the frog might symbolize or
why promises matter.

e Explore emotions: Discuss how the princess might have felt and why her feelings
changed.

e Connect to real life: Encourage kids to think about times when they had to keep a
promise or look beyond someone’s appearance.

These approaches deepen understanding and make the fairy tale more than just a story —
it becomes a meaningful conversation starter.



The Brothers Grimm and Their Role in Preserving
Folklore

Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm were not just storytellers; they were scholars dedicated to
preserving the rich oral traditions of Germany. Their work in collecting and publishing fairy
tales helped save many folk narratives from disappearing in a rapidly modernizing world.

The Significance of Their Collection

The Grimm brothers’ anthology includes hundreds of stories, with The Frog Prince among
the most beloved. Their approach combined accuracy in capturing the tales with a literary
sensibility that made the stories accessible to a broad audience.

How Their Work Shaped Fairy Tales

Thanks to the Brothers Grimm, many traditional European fairy tales gained international
recognition. Their versions often emphasized moral lessons and cultural values, shaping
how these stories are understood and retold even today.

Exploring The Frog Prince by Brothers Grimm offers not only a glimpse into a magical
narrative but also insight into the cultural heritage and enduring human themes that make
fairy tales so compelling. Whether revisiting the story as an adult or sharing it with the next
generation, it remains a captivating example of how storytelling can transcend time and
place.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of ‘'The Frog Prince' by the
Brothers Grimm?

The central theme of 'The Frog Prince' is transformation and the importance of keeping
promises. It highlights how true worth lies beneath outward appearances and emphasizes
the value of loyalty and trust.

How does the frog in 'The Frog Prince' break the spell
cast upon him?
In the Brothers Grimm version, the spell is broken when the princess reluctantly fulfills her

promise to the frog by allowing him to eat from her plate and sleep on her pillow, which
leads to the frog transforming back into a prince.



What moral lessons can children learn from 'The Frog
Prince'?

Children can learn that appearances can be deceiving, the importance of keeping one's
promises, kindness to others regardless of their looks, and that true friendship and love can
lead to positive change.

How does 'The Frog Prince' differ from other fairy tales
by the Brothers Grimm?

Unlike many Grimm tales that are darker and more cautionary, 'The Frog Prince' is
relatively lighthearted and focuses on themes of transformation, trust, and kindness. It also
features a female protagonist who plays a key role in breaking the spell.

Why has 'The Frog Prince' remained a popular story
over time?

The story's universal themes of transformation, redemption, and the triumph of inner
beauty over outward appearances resonate across cultures and generations, making it a
timeless and beloved fairy tale.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy of The Frog Prince by Brothers Grimm: A Timeless Fairy Tale Explored

the frog prince by brothers grimm stands as one of the most iconic fairy tales in
Western folklore, embodying themes of transformation, promise, and the unexpected
nature of true worth. Originating from the renowned collection of the Brothers Grimm, this
story has fascinated readers and audiences for nearly two centuries, influencing countless
adaptations and interpretations in literature, theater, and film.

Exploring the Origins and Historical Context

The frog prince by brothers grimm is part of the Grimms’ Kinder- und Hausmarchen
(Children’s and Household Tales), first published in the early 19th century. Jacob and
Wilhelm Grimm compiled this and other folk stories as part of a broader effort to preserve
German oral traditions during a time of burgeoning nationalism and cultural preservation.
Unlike some of their darker tales, The Frog Prince combines both moral instruction and
whimsical fantasy, reflecting the complexities of its era.

This particular tale is categorized under the Aarne-Thompson-Uther (ATU) classification
system as type 440, which centers on “The Frog King or Iron Heinrich.” The narrative’s core
elements—a princess, a frog who is actually an enchanted prince, a broken promise, and
the eventual breaking of a curse—are motifs found in many cultures, though the Brothers
Grimm version remains definitive in the Western canon.



Plot Synopsis and Thematic Elements

The story typically opens with a spoiled princess who, after losing her golden ball in a well,
encounters a talking frog who offers to retrieve it on the condition that she grants him
companionship. Initially repulsed, she agrees but later tries to avoid the promise. The frog’s
insistence and eventual transformation into a handsome prince highlight key themes of
honor, transformation, and the idea that appearances can be deceiving.

Transformation as a Central Motif

Transformation is arguably the story’s most powerful symbol. The frog’s metamorphosis
from an amphibian to a prince represents not only physical change but also the revelation
of inner nobility and virtue. This element taps into a universal fascination with redemption
and the potential for change, a concept echoed in numerous fairy tales and myths
worldwide.

The Role of Promises and Integrity

The princess’s promise and her initial reluctance to fulfill it underscore the moral
expectations surrounding honesty and commitment. The tale implicitly teaches the
importance of keeping one’s word, an ethical lesson that resonates across cultures and
time periods. This moral dimension is characteristic of many Grimm tales, which often blend
fantastical elements with social instruction.

Comparative Analysis: The Frog Prince and Other
Versions

While the Brothers Grimm'’s version is the most widely recognized, variants of the frog
prince narrative exist globally. For instance, the French “The Tale of the Dead Princess and
the Seven Knights” and Russian folklore feature similar motifs of enchanted princes and
transformative curses. Compared to these, the Grimms’ rendition is notable for its brevity
and focus on dialogue and character interaction rather than elaborate backstory.

Furthermore, modern retellings often adapt the tale to reflect contemporary sensibilities.
Some versions, such as those by Disney or in children’s literature, soften the princess’s
behavior or expand the frog’s characterization to emphasize themes of friendship and
acceptance. These adaptations highlight the tale’s flexibility and enduring appeal.

Pros and Cons of the Brothers Grimm Version



e Pros: The narrative’s simplicity allows for broad accessibility; the moral lessons about
integrity and transformation are timeless; the story’s structure facilitates multiple
interpretations.

e Cons: Some may view the princess’s initial reluctance or the idea of a promise to a
frog as outdated or problematic by modern standards; the story’s brevity can leave
certain character motivations underexplored.

Cultural Impact and Modern Interpretations

The frog prince by brothers grimm has transcended its origins to become a cultural
touchstone. Its influence extends beyond literature into cinema, theater, and psychology.
The narrative archetype of “the hidden prince” or “the true self revealed” is frequently
analyzed in psychoanalytic studies and pop culture critiques.

Adaptations in Media

Countless adaptations of the frog prince story exist, ranging from animated films and
children’s books to stage musicals and operas. Disney’s “The Princess and the Frog” (2009)
notably reimagined the tale by setting it in New Orleans and incorporating African-American
culture, demonstrating the story’s adaptability and relevance.

Symbolism and Interpretive Layers

Analysts often explore the frog prince as a metaphor for maturation and the breaking of
superficial judgments. The princess’s journey from disgust to acceptance can be interpreted
as a psychological process of confronting and embracing the unfamiliar or the unappealing
aspects of oneself or others.

Why The Frog Prince by Brothers Grimm Remains
Relevant

In an era dominated by fast-paced entertainment and digital media, the enduring appeal of
the frog prince story lies in its fundamental human themes. The tale’s exploration of trust,
transformation, and the duality of appearance versus reality continues to resonate with
readers of all ages. Its concise narrative structure makes it an effective teaching tool in
educational settings, allowing discussions on moral values and character development.

Moreover, its flexibility allows storytellers to adapt the narrative to diverse cultural contexts
and contemporary issues, ensuring its presence in the collective imagination for years to



come.

The frog prince by brothers grimm, with its blend of enchantment and ethical reflection,
stands as a testament to the power of folklore in shaping cultural values and inspiring
imagination. Its place in the pantheon of fairy tales is secure, continually inviting
reinterpretation and analysis in literary and popular culture spheres.
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the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog King Or Iron Heinrich Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm
Grimm, Brothers Grimm, 2021-06-04 THE FROG PRINCE: German fairy tale collected by the
Brothers Grimm and published in 1812 in Grimm's Fairy Tales. A version of this tale was included in
the Grimms' manuscript collection of 1810. From the first (1812) to the last (1857) editions
published during the Grimms' lifetime, The Frog Prince has always been number one in their folktale
collection. **** NOTE: Paperback Edition comes with additional pages to paint the characters! ****

--------- LESSON SUMMARY One of the themes of The Frog Prince is about keeping your promises.
The princess tries to back out of her promise to the frog, but her father insists that she maintain her
integrity. As a result, the princess ends up with her prince. Another theme is about persistence.
FOLK TALE Name: The Frog Prince Also known as The Frog Prince; or, Iron Henry DATA
Aarne-Thompson grouping: AT 440 (The Frog King) Region : Germany Published in: Kinder- und
Hausmarchen, by the Brothers Grimm (1812)

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince and Other Stories from Grimm's Fairy
Tales Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm, 1897

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm, 1979
With spacious and luminous art that engages the viewer and captures the eyes' attention, this is a
graceful translation of a favorite tale. Full-color illustrations.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince , 1975 A collection of children's books
on the subject of fables, folk and fairy tales.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince , 1995 Multimedia presentation of the
story about the frog who exacts a promise from a reluctant princess as payment for retrieving her
ball.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince Brothers Grimm, 2014-06-01 The book
includes famous fairy tale The Frog Prince by Grimm Brothers fully illustrated all-color (11 color
illustrations) by Maria Tsaneva and adapted in corresponding English-German paragraphs. The book
is an excellent way to read Paragraph by Paragraph Translation along your kids. Your little one can
follow along as each individual English paragraph is paired with the corresponding German
paragraph. The paragraphs are not long, so there is no need to do a lot of back and forth to see the
German translation and the English text. The text is relatively simple vocabulary and grammar wise,
but not very simple at all, so for beginners this should be a great challenge.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince Brothers Grimm, 2016-01-01 The
Brothers Grimm tale about a spoiled princess who reluctantly befriends the Frog Prince is faithfully
followed in this edition. The beautiful artwork combines etching and illustration techniques.
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the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince's Curse Benjamin Harper, 2022 When
the young witch Princess Swampelina loses her wand in the bog, a beautiful (ugh!) butterfly offers to
retrieve it if she will be his friend, but after avoiding him the princess soon finds the butterfly helpful
and even rather fun--

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince Mike Klaassen, 2017-01-18 A kiss will
decide the fate of a prince, a princess, and two kingdoms. This time-honored tale as never before
told. Spoiled Prince Gerit gets stuck in a bog. After an old witch helps him, he reneges on his
promises. She casts a spell that turns him into a frog until a princess kisses him three times. After
finding himself near the bottom of the food-chain in a hostile environment, Gerit must fight for his
survival. When he finally locates a princess, he discovers that she is also spoiled and untrustworthy.
To save her father's kingdom from the ravages of invasion, Anneliese agrees to marry a neighboring
king she does not love. With the fate of the two kingdoms at stake, Gerit must somehow get
Anneliese to do what she has forbade him from ever asking again--to kiss him three times. The Frog
Prince is part of the Klaassen's Classic Folktales collection of ancient stories first published in the
early 1800s and now enhanced for the 21st century. If you liked the Brothers Grimm story, you'll
love the novella. Rediscover the enchanting tale of The Frog Prince today!

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince and Other Stories from Grimm's
Fairy Tales Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm, 19??

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog King Or Iron Heinrich (Illustrated)
Brothers Grimm, 2018-10-16 Rare edition with unique illustrations. When Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm
published their Children's and Household Tales in 1812, followed by a second volume in 1815, they
had no idea that such stories as Rapunzel, Hansel and Gretel, and Cinderella would become the most
celebrated in the world. From The Frog King to The Golden Key, wondrous worlds unfold--heroes
and heroines are rewarded, weaker animals triumph over the strong, and simple bumpkins prove
themselves not so simple after all. A delight to read, The Original Folk and Fairy Tales of the
Brothers Grimm presents these peerless stories to a whole new generation of readers. The Frog
Prince; or, Iron Henry is a fairy tale, best known through the Brothers Grimm's written version.In
the tale, a spoiled princess reluctantly befriends the Frog Prince (meeting him after dropping a gold
ball into a pond), who magically transforms into a handsome prince. Although in modern versions
the transformation is invariably triggered by the princess kissing the frog, in the original Grimm
version of the story the frog's spell was broken when the princess threw it against a wall in disgust.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince and Other Stories from Grimm's
Fairy Tales Jacob Grimm, 1896

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Frog Prince James Norcliffe, 2022-02-01 A
disappearance. An infatuation. The Frog Prince is an intriguing, multi-layered novel giving us a
story, within a story, within a story. Remember the kiss between the frog prince and the princess?
What about the part where the princess angrily flings the frog against the wall? What was that
about? At an international school in France, the young teacher Cara writes her own version of the
classic tale by the Brothers Grimm. Their fairy tale is nothing like Cara’s relationship with David, but
when Cara disappears, can the story help David unravel what has happened? As for the various
princesses and frogs in this intriguing multi-layered novel, will any live happily ever after? This is a
stunning debut adult novel by James Norcliffe, who is renowned for his award-winning children’s
books and for his poems, which David Eggleton says ‘invariably get us to attend more closely to the
spirit of existence, to moments of being’.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Children and Childhood
Studies Daniel Thomas Cook, 2020-04-20 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Children and Childhood
Studies navigates our understanding of the historical, political, social and cultural dimensions of
childhood. Transdisciplinary and transnational in content and scope, the Encyclopedia both reflects
and enables the wide range of approaches, fields and understandings that have been brought to bear
on the ever-transforming problem of the child over the last four decades This four-volume
encyclopedia covers a wide range of themes and topics, including: Social Constructions of Childhood



Children’s Rights Politics/Representations/Geographies Child-specific Research Methods Histories of
Childhood/Transnational Childhoods Sociology/Anthropology of Childhood Theories and Theorists
Key Concepts This interdisciplinary encyclopedia will be of interest to students and researchers in:
Childhood Studies Sociology/Anthropology Psychology/Education Social Welfare Cultural
Studies/Gender Studies/Disabilty Studies

the frog prince by brothers grimm: Sticks and Stones Jack Zipes, 2013-11-15 Have children
ever really had a literature of their own? In Sticks and Stones, Jack Zipes explores children's
literature, from the grissly moralism of Slovenly Peter to the hugely successful Harry Potter books,
and argues that despite common assumptions about children's books, our investment in children is
paradoxically curtailing their freedom and creativity. Sticks and Stones is a forthright and engaging
book by someone who cares deeply about what and how children read.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: Folk Tales from Germany F.T. Weaver, 2024-08-09
Folk Tales from Germany: Timeless Fairy Tales of Enchantment, Courage, and Magic for All Ages
Step into a world where magic is real, bravery is celebrated, and timeless tales come to life. Folk
Tales from Germany brings you a captivating collection of classic fairy tales that have enchanted
readers for generations. This beautifully curated anthology includes beloved stories such as Hansel
and Gretel, Rapunzel, Cinderella (Aschenputtel), Rumpelstiltskin, Snow White, and many more. A
pleasure to read, filled with profound timeless knowledge and teachings—these tales are suited for
all ages. Whether you are a young reader discovering these stories for the first time or an adult
revisiting cherished memories, this collection offers something for everyone. Folk tales are the
foundation of human storytelling—understanding a culture is best done through the stories they tell.
We see folk tales as distilled teachings of human culture—their value is unfathomable. It’s our
inheritance, and we should understand and love it. Aside from the happiness that storytelling
brings—Dboth to tellers and those who listen or read—our mission is to help preserve this valuable
cultural inheritance and give others the opportunity to own and preserve a part of it. We envision
this collection as a treasure that any library or bookshelf can hold and pass on to future
generations—so they too can be inspired and draw teachings from our ancestors' stories and
wisdom. Why You'll Love This Book: Timeless Stories: Rediscover classics like The Frog King, The
Bremen Town Musicians, and Sleeping Beauty (Briar Rose), retold with care and respect for their
original essence. Cultural Insights: Each tale provides a window into the rich cultural heritage and
values of Germany. Perfect for All Ages: These tales are suitable for children and adults alike,
making this collection a perfect family heirloom. Join us in preserving the magic and wisdom of these
timeless tales. Add Folk Tales from Germany to your collection today and let the enchantment begin!

the frog prince by brothers grimm: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1977

the frog prince by brothers grimm: More Rip-Roaring Reads for Reluctant Teen Readers
Bette D. Ammon, Gale W. Sherman, 1998-12-15 Show reluctant teens that reading is not only
fundamental-it's also fun! In this companion book to Rip-Roaring Reads for Reluctant Teen Readers,
Ammon and Sherman describe 40 exciting, contemporary titles (20 for middle school, 20 for high
school) written by outstanding authors. These are books your students won't want to put down.
Designed to make the matching process between student and books easy and successful, this volume
also includes genre and theme indexes, curriculum activities, interest and readability levels, and
reproducible bookmarks for each entry.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: A Law Unto Herself Rebecca Harding Davis, 2014 A
scathing critique of the legal status of women and their property rights in nineteenth-century
America, Rebecca Harding Davis's 1878 novel A Law Unto Herself chronicles the experiences of Jane
Swendon, a seemingly naive and conventional nineteenth-century protagonist struggling to care for
her elderly father with limited financial resources. In order to continue care, Jane seeks to secure
her rightful inheritance despite the efforts of her cousin and later her husband, a greedy man who
has tricked her father into securing her hand in marriage. Appealing to middle-class literary tastes
of the age, A Law Unto Herself elucidated for a broad general audience the need for legal reforms




regarding divorce, mental illness, inheritance, and reforms to the Married Women's Property Laws.
Through three fascinating female characters, the novel also invites readers to consider evolving
gender roles during a time of cultural change.

the frog prince by brothers grimm: The Oxford Companion to Fairy Tales Jack Zipes, 2015
This Oxford companion provides an authoritative reference source for fairy tales, exploring the tales
themselves, both ancient and modern, the writers who wrote and reworked them and related topics
such as film, art, opera and even advertising.
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Photo Galleries Search Results for "Handicaped african gander" in Photo Title laevis).JPG
Photo Description African Clawed Frog (Xenopus Poster: John White Posted: Mon Jan 04 2010 4:01
pm Dimensions: 922 x 768 Comments Rate This Photo

FOR SALE - Hudson Valley, NY - JLA FORUMS Things for sale in the Hudson Valley area of New
York

FOR SALE - Raleigh - Durham, NC 2 - Page 98,024 - JLA FORUMS More things for sale in
Apex, Cary, Chapel Hill, Durham, Garner, Morrisville, Raleigh, Wake Forest and surrounding areas. -
Page 98,024

JLA FORUMS - FOR SALE - Seattle, WA 2 Author: Sale 7167966105 Subject: Terrarium - Front



Opening (downtown) $180 Posted: Mon Sep 22 2025 9:44 am (GMT -4) Used for almost 2 years for
our frog. Includes

Related to the frog prince by brothers grimm

Philip Pullman Rewrites The Brothers Grimm (LAist12y) Two hundred years after the Brothers
Grimm first published Children's and Household Tales, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm are getting
another rewrite. His collection includes new versions of classics such as
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Fleetwood Community Theatre stages Brothers Grimm fairy tales (Reading Eaglely)
Fleetwood Community Theatre will stage the Don Zolidis play, “The Brothers Grimm
Spectaculathon,” that loosely incorporates 14 of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales for two
performances only on Friday,
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The Brothers Grimm, the Twelve Apostles and Our Lady’s Child (National Catholic Register4y)
Once upon a time there were two brothers who loved to write stories for children. Jakob and
Wilhelm, they were called — Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm. After their father died when they were still
children,
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