1 was there to hear your borning cry

**The Profound Meaning Behind "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry"**

1 was there to hear your borning cry — this simple yet deeply moving phrase
opens a beloved hymn that has touched countless hearts around the world. More
than just words, it captures the essence of presence, love, and the sacred
bond between caregiver and child. Whether you’'re familiar with the song from
its use in religious services, educational settings, or personal reflection,
understanding its message can offer profound insights into human connection
and the journey of life itself.

Understanding the Origins of "I Was There to
Hear Your Borning Cry"

The hymn "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" was written by John Ylvisaker
in the late 20th century. This song quickly became popular in various
Christian denominations for its gentle melody and powerful lyrics. It tells
the story of God’s unwavering presence with an individual throughout their
entire life—from birth to death and beyond.

The Song’s Place in Worship and Education

While primarily used in church services, especially in baptism ceremonies, "I
Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" has crossed over into educational
environments, such as Sunday schools and children’s programs. Its message
resonates universally, emphasizing themes of unconditional love, guidance,
and hope.

Educators and parents often use the song as a tool to help children feel a
sense of security and belonging. The repeated assurance that someone was
present at their beginning and will continue to be there as they grow fosters
emotional well-being and spiritual grounding.

The Deep Symbolism Behind the Lyrics

At first glance, the lyrics may seem straightforward, but they are layered
with rich symbolism that speaks to the human experience in profound ways.



“I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” as a Metaphor
for Presence

The phrase emphasizes the importance of presence—the idea that being there
for someone at their most vulnerable moments matters immensely. It’s a
reminder that life’s significant milestones, especially birth, are not
solitary events but shared experiences imbued with love and support.

This presence can be interpreted in many ways: as the physical presence of
parents and caregivers, the spiritual presence of a higher power, or the
emotional presence of a community. In every case, it underscores that no one
journeys through life completely alone.

From Birth to Death: The Circle of Life

The song beautifully traces a person’s life path, affirming that from the
very first breath to the last, there’s a constant companion offering love and
guidance. This representation helps individuals—especially children—grasp the
concept of life as a continuous journey filled with both challenges and
celebrations.

The cyclical nature of the lyrics invites listeners to reflect on their own
life stages, fostering a sense of continuity and hope even in difficult
times.

Why "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry"
Resonates Today

In a fast-paced world where genuine connections can sometimes feel scarce,
the message of this song remains deeply relevant. It reassures people of all
ages that they are seen, valued, and loved unconditionally.

Emotional Impact and Comfort

Many find comfort in the song’s promise of unwavering presence, especially
during times of transition such as birth, adoption, or the loss of a loved
one. Hearing or singing these words can bring a sense of peace and
reassurance.

This emotional resonance is why the song is often chosen for ceremonies and
memorial services, providing a shared language for expressing love and
support.



Applications Beyond Religious Contexts

While the hymn is rooted in Christian tradition, its themes are universal.
Counselors, therapists, and educators sometimes use the song or its message
to help individuals process feelings of abandonment, anxiety, or grief.

The idea that someone was there at the beginning—and will continue to be
there—can be a powerful anchor for those navigating life’s uncertainties.

Incorporating the Spirit of "I Was There to
Hear Your Borning Cry" in Daily Life

The song’s call to presence and unconditional love extends beyond its lyrics.
Embracing its spirit can enrich relationships and personal growth.

Being Present for Loved Ones

One of the most practical ways to live the message is by simply being present
for the people in your life. This means active listening, offering support,
and sharing moments both big and small.

In our busy routines, it can be easy to overlook the power of presence, but
it’s often what people remember most.

Supporting Children Through Their Journey

Parents and caregivers can draw inspiration from the song’s themes by
consciously nurturing children with patience, love, and reassurance.
Celebrating milestones and comforting through challenges helps build a
foundation of trust and security.

Finding Spiritual or Personal Comfort

For those seeking spiritual solace, reflecting on the lyrics can deepen one’s
faith or sense of connection to something greater. Meditating on the idea of
a protective presence from birth can foster inner peace and resilience.

The Lasting Legacy of a Timeless Hymn



"I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" continues to inspire new generations.
Its gentle melody and heartfelt message have made it a staple in many worship
settings, while its themes have found a place in broader conversations about
love, support, and human dignity.

Whether encountered in a church pew, a classroom, or a family gathering, the
song invites everyone to remember that from the very start, they are not
alone.

As you reflect on the words, consider how you might carry forward the promise
of presence and unconditional love in your own life-—and how that simple
commitment can transform relationships and communities for the better.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'I Was There to Hear Your
Borning Cry'?

‘I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry' explores themes of unconditional love,
spiritual presence, and the lifelong support provided by a divine figure
throughout the stages of a person's life.

Who wrote 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'?

The hymn 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry' was written by John
Ylvisaker, an American Lutheran minister and hymn writer.

In what religious context is 'I Was There to Hear
Your Borning Cry' typically used?

The hymn is commonly used in Christian worship services, especially during
baptisms, dedication ceremonies, and celebrations of life events.

What is the significance of the phrase 'borning cry’
in the hymn?
The phrase 'borning cry' symbolizes the moment of birth and the beginning of

a spiritual journey, highlighting the presence of God's love from the very
start of life.

How does 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'
convey the concept of God's presence throughout
life?

The hymn uses imagery of various life stages—birth, childhood, adulthood, and



old age—emphasizing that God's love and support remain constant and
unwavering throughout.

Can 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry' be used
outside of church services?

Yes, the hymn's message of unconditional love and support makes it suitable
for personal reflection, family gatherings, and memorial services as well.

What musical style is 'I Was There to Hear Your
Borning Cry' typically performed in?

The hymn is usually performed in a gentle, melodic style typical of
contemporary Christian hymns, often accompanied by piano or guitar.

Are there different versions or arrangements of 'I
Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'?

Yes, various hymnals and artists have arranged the song differently,
including choral, solo, and instrumental versions to suit diverse worship
settings.

What makes 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'
resonate with modern congregations?

Its message of inclusive, lifelong divine care and the comforting reminder of
being valued from birth onward appeals to contemporary audiences seeking
spiritual reassurance.

How can 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry' be
incorporated into baptism ceremonies?

The hymn can be sung during or after the baptism to affirm God's presence and
promises to the baptized individual and their community.

Additional Resources

**The Enduring Impact of "i was there to hear your borning cry": A Musical
and Emotional Journey**

1 was there to hear your borning cry resonates as more than just the opening
line of a well-known hymn; it captures a profound narrative of life, care,
and spiritual presence. This phrase, rooted in the hymn written by John
Ylvisaker in the late 20th century, has woven itself into numerous religious
and cultural contexts, emphasizing themes of birth, growth, and the
unwavering support that marks the human experience. Understanding the



significance of "i was there to hear your borning cry" requires exploring its
lyrical content, historical background, and the emotional weight it carries
for congregations and listeners worldwide.

The Origins and Context of "i was there to hear
your borning cry"

The hymn "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" first appeared in the 1970s
and quickly gained popularity in various Christian denominations. Its author,
John Ylvisaker, aimed to convey a message of God’s intimate involvement
throughout every stage of a person’s life. The hymn’s narrative voice is that
of a caring presence, often interpreted as God, who witnesses and accompanies
the individual's journey from birth to adulthood and beyond.

The phrase "borning cry" itself is a poetic and somewhat archaic way of
referring to the first cry of a newborn, symbolizing the very beginning of
life. This lyrical choice elevates the moment of birth as a sacred event,
setting the tone for the hymn’s broader message about the constancy of divine
care.

Lyrics and Thematic Breakdown

The hymn’s lyrics progress through a series of life stages, each underscored
by the refrain: "I was there to hear your borning cry." This repetition
reinforces the idea of steadfast accompaniment. The themes include:

- Birth and the inception of life

- Growth and learning

- Struggles and challenges

- The inevitability of death

- The promise of eternal presence beyond mortal life

By using simple, evocative language, the hymn appeals to a wide audience,
making it accessible for congregational singing and personal reflection
alike.

Emotional and Spiritual Resonance

The phrase "i was there to hear your borning cry" holds a deeply emotional
resonance for many listeners. It evokes a sense of comfort and reassurance,
emphasizing that no matter the trials faced, an unwavering presence watches
over and supports an individual. This can be particularly powerful in
religious settings, where the notion of God’'s omnipresence is central.



From a psychological standpoint, the hymn taps into fundamental human needs
for security and belonging. Hearing or singing these words can foster
feelings of being valued and understood, which are crucial for emotional
well-being.

Comparative Analysis with Other Hymns

When compared with other contemporary hymns, "I Was There to Hear Your
Borning Cry" stands out for its narrative intimacy and chronological
structure. Many hymns focus on abstract praise or doctrinal statements,
whereas this hymn tells a story, creating a relational dynamic between the
singer and the divine.

For example, hymns like "Amazing Grace" focus on redemption and salvation,
while "i was there to hear your borning cry" emphasizes accompaniment through
all stages of life, including the mundane and everyday moments. This
difference makes it a unique offering in the canon of modern worship music.

Usage in Worship and Education

This hymn has found a special place in both worship services and religious
education. Its simplicity and clear message make it an effective tool for
teaching children about faith and life’s journey. Many churches incorporate
it into baptism ceremonies, symbolizing the welcoming of new life into the
faith community.

Benefits in Religious Instruction

e Memorability: The repetitive structure aids in memorization, helping
children and adults remember key spiritual concepts.

e Relatability: The life-stage narrative mirrors the experiences of most
listeners, making the content personally relevant.

e Emotional Connection: Encourages empathy and reflection on God’s role in
everyday life.

Moreover, this hymn serves as a bridge between theological ideas and lived
experience, making abstract doctrines more tangible.



Musical Composition and Performance

The musical arrangement of "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" typically
features a gentle, flowing melody that complements the hymn’s comforting
message. Its moderate tempo and straightforward harmonies facilitate
congregational singing, allowing communities to engage collectively.

Musical Features

e Melodic Simplicity: The tune is easy to learn and sing, which encourages
participation across age groups.

e Emotive Dynamics: Variations in volume and phrasing during performance
can highlight the emotional shifts in the lyrics.

e Adaptability: The hymn has been arranged for different musical settings,
including piano, guitar, and choral groups.

These musical qualities contribute to the hymn’s enduring popularity and its
ability to evoke profound responses during worship.

Broader Cultural Impact and Legacy

Beyond its immediate religious context, "i was there to hear your borning
cry" has penetrated broader cultural awareness. It is often cited in
discussions about the role of faith in human development and has been
included in various hymnals and songbooks across denominations.

Its message transcends doctrinal boundaries, appealing to universal themes of
birth, growth, and the human quest for meaning. This universality ensures the
hymn's relevance not only in churches but also in community gatherings and
educational programs focused on life’s milestones.

Critiques and Considerations

While widely embraced, some critics argue that the hymn’s portrayal of divine
presence may not resonate with individuals from non-religious or differently
religious backgrounds. Additionally, the simplistic narrative might overlook
the complexities and hardships of life stages.

However, these critiques do not diminish the hymn’s value for its intended



audience; rather, they highlight the importance of context when interpreting
its message.

The phrase "i was there to hear your borning cry" continues to inspire
reflection on the interconnectedness of life experiences and the supportive
relationships—spiritual or otherwise—that sustain individuals through time.
Its enduring presence in worship and culture attests to the power of music
and words to articulate profound human truths.
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