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Chords of The Only Exception: A Guide to Mastering the Song on Guitar

chords of the only exception by Paramore have become a favorite among guitar enthusiasts and
fans alike. This heartfelt ballad, known for its melancholic melody and emotional depth, offers a
wonderful opportunity for beginners and intermediate players to explore expressive chord
progressions. Whether you’re picking up your guitar for the first time or looking to add a beautiful
song to your repertoire, understanding the chords of The Only Exception can be both rewarding and
enjoyable.

Understanding the Song’s Musical Structure

Before diving into the chords, it’s helpful to get a sense of the song’s overall feel and arrangement.
The Only Exception is primarily driven by acoustic guitar, featuring a gentle strumming pattern that
supports Hayley Williams’ poignant vocals. The song is written in the key of B major, but many
players prefer to use a capo to simplify the chord shapes and make the song more accessible.

One of the reasons the chords of The Only Exception resonate so well is because of their simplicity
combined with emotional expressiveness. The progression moves through a series of major and minor
chords that create a tender and reflective mood, perfectly matching the lyrical themes of vulnerability
and love.

Essential Chords for The Only Exception

If you’re looking to play the chords of The Only Exception in a way that’s straightforward yet
authentic, here’s a list of the core chords you’ll need. These are the shapes used when placing a capo
on the 3rd fret, which aligns with the original recording’s pitch.

Basic Chords with Capo on 3rd Fret

G Major: A warm and open chord that forms the foundation of the song’s harmony.

Cadd9: Adds a delicate flavor to the progression, often used instead of a plain C major to add
richness.

D Major: Bright and uplifting, this chord helps lift the song’s emotional intensity.

Em7: A softer minor chord that complements the song’s introspective tone.

Am7: Adds subtle melancholy and depth, fitting the song’s themes of love and exceptionality.



These chords work together to create the recognizable sound of The Only Exception. Learning these
shapes and practicing the transitions will help you capture the song’s essence.

How to Play the Chords Smoothly

Getting comfortable with the chords of The Only Exception involves more than just memorizing
shapes. Smooth transitions and consistent strumming patterns are crucial to delivering the song’s
mood effectively.

Tips for Changing Chords

Practice chord changes slowly: Start by switching between two chords at a time, such as G
to Cadd9, until you can do it cleanly without pauses.

Focus on finger placement: Keep your fingers close to the fretboard when moving to
minimize wasted motion and buzzing strings.

Use a metronome: Practicing with a steady beat helps maintain rhythm and timing, especially
important for the gentle strumming pattern.

Strumming Pattern for The Only Exception

The song is known for its subtle rhythm. A popular strumming pattern that suits the mood is a down-
down-up-up-down-up sequence, gently played to emphasize the song’s softness. However, feel free to
experiment with fingerpicking or lighter strums to capture the expressive vibe.

Alternative Ways to Play The Only Exception

While the capo method is convenient, some players prefer to play the chords without a capo or in
other keys to fit their vocal range or style.

Playing Without a Capo

If you want to play the song without a capo, you’ll need to use barre chords and more complex
shapes. The chords in the original key (B major) include:

B Major (barre chord)



F# Major (barre chord)

G#m (G# minor)

E Major

C#m (C# minor)

While these chords are a bit more challenging, mastering them can improve your overall guitar skills
and give you more flexibility in your playing.

Fingerpicking Variation

For those who want to capture the song’s delicate emotion, fingerpicking the chords instead of
strumming can be highly effective. You can try plucking the bass note followed by higher strings in a
steady pattern, allowing the melody and harmony to breathe.

Why Learning the Chords of The Only Exception is
Beneficial

Beyond just adding a beautiful song to your setlist, practicing the chords of The Only Exception offers
several musical benefits:

Improves chord transition skills: The song’s chord progression encourages smooth changes
between major and minor chords.

Develops rhythmic control: The gentle strumming pattern requires subtlety and timing,
enhancing your sense of rhythm.

Enhances emotional expression: Playing a song with heartfelt lyrics and delicate chords
helps you connect deeper with your instrument.

Suitable for beginners: The song’s chord shapes are mostly open chords, making it
accessible for new players.

Tips for Singing Along While Playing

One of the delightful challenges of playing The Only Exception is singing along while playing the
chords. Here are some ideas to help you coordinate both:



Start by mastering the chord progression without singing.

Once comfortable, hum the melody softly as you play.

Break the song into sections, practicing singing and playing each segment separately before
putting it all together.

Record yourself to identify areas needing improvement.

This approach will make your performance more confident and emotionally resonant.

Where to Find Reliable Resources for the Chords of The
Only Exception

With many chord tabs and tutorials available online, it’s important to choose accurate and clear
resources. Websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official Paramore tabs offer credible chord
charts. Video tutorials on YouTube can also provide visual guidance on finger placement and
strumming patterns.

When searching, use terms like “The Only Exception guitar chords,” “Paramore The Only Exception
capo chords,” or “The Only Exception fingerpicking tutorial” to find varied learning materials.

Learning from multiple sources can deepen your understanding and help you discover your favorite
way to play the song.

---

Exploring the chords of The Only Exception opens up a world of musical expression and emotional
storytelling. Whether you stick to the capo-friendly version or challenge yourself with barre chords,
the journey of mastering this song is both enjoyable and enriching for any guitarist. So grab your
guitar, tune up, and let the gentle chords of this timeless ballad fill your room.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'The Only Exception' by
Paramore?
The basic chords for 'The Only Exception' are G, D, Em, and C.

How do you play the intro chords of 'The Only Exception' on
guitar?
The intro uses a fingerpicking pattern with the chords G, D, Em7, and Cadd9 played softly in a



repeating sequence.

Are there any capo instructions for playing 'The Only
Exception'?
Yes, the song is typically played with a capo on the 3rd fret to match the original key.

What chord progression is used in the verses of 'The Only
Exception'?
The verse chord progression is G – D – Em7 – Cadd9 repeated throughout.

Can beginners easily learn the chords for 'The Only
Exception'?
Yes, the chords are basic open chords and the fingerpicking pattern is simple enough for beginners
with some practice.

How does the chord progression change in the chorus of 'The
Only Exception'?
The chorus follows a similar progression to the verse but emphasizes a strong strumming pattern with
the chords G, D, Em, and C.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'The Only
Exception'?
Accurate chord charts can be found on websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official Paramore
songbooks.

Additional Resources
**Mastering the Chords of "The Only Exception": A Detailed Exploration**

chords of the only exception have captivated musicians and fans alike since the song’s release,
offering a blend of emotional depth and accessible guitar work that appeals to both beginners and
experienced players. This track, performed by Paramore, stands out in their discography for its
melodic simplicity paired with poignant lyrical content. As a result, learning the chords of "The Only
Exception" has become a common pursuit for guitar enthusiasts aiming to capture the song’s
melancholic yet hopeful essence.

Understanding the chords used in "The Only Exception" not only provides insight into the song’s
musical structure but also enhances one’s ability to convey its emotive narrative effectively. This
article delves into the chord progression, the song’s key, and the playing techniques that define its
sound, while also considering the broader context of Paramore’s musical evolution.



The Structural Essence of "The Only Exception" Chords

At its core, "The Only Exception" employs a relatively straightforward chord progression that
underscores the song’s introspective lyrics. Typically played in the key of B major, the song revolves
around a limited set of chords that create a warm, contemplative mood. This accessibility is part of
what makes the track a favorite among acoustic players.

The main chords featured in the song include B, F#, E, and G#m. These chords are arranged in a
pattern that repeats through the verses and chorus, providing a consistent harmonic foundation. The
progression is designed to evoke a sense of longing and vulnerability, which aligns with the song’s
themes of love and emotional exceptionality.

Chord Breakdown and Finger Placement

For guitarists, mastering the chords of "The Only Exception" involves understanding both the shapes
and transitions between chords. Here is a detailed look at the primary chords:

B Major: Often played as a barre chord on the second fret, it serves as the tonal center.

F# Major: Another barre chord, typically positioned on the second fret as well, providing
tension and release.

E Major: An open chord that introduces brightness and contrast.

G# Minor: A minor chord adding emotional complexity.

These chords create a fluid movement when strummed with a gentle, rhythmic pattern, emphasizing
the song’s reflective mood. The transitions between major and minor chords are particularly
significant, as they mirror the lyrical shifts from skepticism to hope.

Strumming Patterns and Playing Techniques

The strumming pattern used in "The Only Exception" is subtle and deliberate, favoring a soft, finger-
picked style or a light downstroke approach. This technique allows the song’s delicate emotional
texture to shine through. Many players opt for a hybrid picking style, combining fingerpicks and
plectrum to maintain clarity between chord notes.

In live performances, Paramore’s lead singer Hayley Williams often pairs this gentle chord progression
with vocal dynamics that build gradually, showcasing how chord voicing and strumming intensity can
influence the song’s emotional impact.



Comparative Analysis: Chords of "The Only Exception"
Versus Other Paramore Hits

Compared to Paramore’s more energetic, punk-influenced tracks such as "Misery Business" or
"Crushcrushcrush," the chords of "The Only Exception" represent a significant stylistic departure.
While earlier songs often rely on power chords and aggressive rhythms, this ballad employs more
traditional, melodic chords that appeal to a broader audience.

This contrast highlights Paramore’s versatility and underscores how chord selection can redefine a
band’s sound. The simplicity of the chord progression in "The Only Exception" also makes it more
accessible for amateur guitarists, contributing to its enduring popularity on guitar tutorial platforms.

Pros and Cons of the Chord Choices

Pros: The chords are relatively easy to play, making the song suitable for beginners. The
progression supports expressive dynamics and emotional depth.

Cons: Some guitarists may find barre chords challenging at first. The repetitive nature of the
progression might limit improvisational opportunities.

Despite these minor drawbacks, the song remains an excellent piece for learning chord transitions
and finger dexterity.

Utilizing "The Only Exception" Chords for Performance
and Practice

For musicians seeking to incorporate the chords of "The Only Exception" into their repertoire, focusing
on smooth chord changes and expressive strumming is essential. Practicing the chord progression
slowly at first, then gradually increasing tempo, can help internalize the song's rhythm and mood.

Additionally, integrating vocal practice with chord playing enhances overall musicality, as the song’s
structure relies heavily on the interplay between melody and harmony. Many guitar instructors
recommend this approach to build coordination and emotional expression.

Tips for Enhancing Your Rendition

Experiment with fingerpicking patterns to add texture.

Use a capo on the 4th fret to match Hayley Williams’ vocal range, simplifying chord shapes.



Pay close attention to dynamics, varying strumming intensity to mirror the song’s lyrical shifts.

Incorporate subtle hammer-ons and pull-offs within chords for added nuance.

These techniques can transform a basic chord progression into a compelling performance that
resonates with listeners.

The Broader Impact of "The Only Exception" Chords on
Acoustic Guitar Repertoire

The chord progression of "The Only Exception" has influenced acoustic guitarists seeking songs that
balance simplicity with emotional resonance. Its widespread popularity on platforms like YouTube and
Ultimate Guitar has made it a staple for learners aiming to develop their fingerstyle and chord
transition skills.

Moreover, the song exemplifies how pop-rock ballads can effectively use a limited chord palette to
create memorable and moving music. This has inspired songwriters and guitarists alike to explore
minimalistic approaches without sacrificing depth.

In summary, the chords of "The Only Exception" continue to offer valuable lessons in both technique
and musical expression. Whether for study or performance, understanding these chords provides a
gateway to appreciating the subtle artistry behind Paramore’s heartfelt ballad.
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Katy Perry Announces U.S. Leg Of The Lifetimes Tour Taking the stage as fireworks lit up the
Rio sky, Perry had the 100,000-strong crowd going wild with dazzling visuals and pyrotechnics that
transformed the City of Rock into a vibrant
Katy Perry talks 'losses' and being 'tested' after Orlando Bloom split 6 days ago  Katy Perry
penned a deeply personal post on Monday reflecting on the past 'rollercoaster' year in honor of the
first anniversary of her latest album, 143
YouTube Auf YouTube findest du großartige Videos und erstklassige Musik. Außerdem kannst du
eigene Inhalte hochladen und mit Freunden oder mit der ganzen Welt
YouTube Enjoy the videos and music you love, upload original content, and share it all with friends,
family, and the world on YouTube
YouTube Music With the YouTube Music app, enjoy over 100 million songs at your fingertips, plus
albums, playlists, remixes, music videos, live performances, covers, and hard-to-find music you can’t
get
YouTube Share your videos with friends, family, and the world
deutschland - YouTube Share your videos with friends, family, and the world
YouTube About Press Copyright Contact us Creators Advertise Developers Terms Privacy Policy &
Safety How YouTube works Test new features NFL Sunday Ticket © 2025 Google LLC
YouTube - Apps on Google Play Get the official YouTube app on Android phones and tablets. See
what the world is watching -- from the hottest music videos to what’s popular in gaming, fashion,
beauty, news, learning and
YouTube – Apps bei Google Play Hol dir die offizielle YouTube App auf Android-Smartphones und
-Tablets und entdecke angesagte Videos weltweit – von den coolsten Musikvideos bis hin zu Hits in
Sachen Gaming,
YouTube   YouTube's All-Time Most Viewed Music Videos Playlist YouTube 137K views YouTube's
All-Time Fastest Music Videos to One Billion Views Playlist YouTube 85K views
Movies & TV - YouTube Find the latest and greatest movies and shows all available on
YouTube.com/movies. From award-winning hits to independent releases, watch on any device and
from the comfort of your
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