taken at the flood agatha christie

**Taken at the Flood Agatha Christie: A Masterpiece of Mystery and Intrigue**

taken at the flood agatha christie is a phrase that immediately brings to mind the brilliant
storytelling and intricate plotting of one of the world’s most beloved mystery writers. Agatha
Christie’s novel *Taken at the Flood* stands out among her vast repertoire as a captivating whodunit
that combines suspense, drama, and a touch of romance. If you're a fan of classic detective stories or
are just dipping your toes into Christie’s world, this novel offers a rich and rewarding experience filled
with twists and turns.

Understanding *Taken at the Flood* and Its Place in
Christie’s Work

*Taken at the Flood* was first published in 1948 and features the famous detective Hercule Poirot. Set
against the backdrop of post-World War Il England, the novel explores themes of greed, deception,
and the fallout of sudden fortune. This period setting adds a layer of historical context that enhances
the narrative, making it more than just a simple murder mystery.

The Significance of the Title

The title *Taken at the Flood* is derived from a line in Shakespeare’s *Julius Caesar*: “There is a tide
in the affairs of men, which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.” This allusion perfectly
encapsulates the novel’s core plot, where characters seize—or fail to

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Taken at the Flood' by Agatha
Christie?

‘Taken at the Flood' revolves around the mysterious death of a wealthy man during World War Il and
the subsequent investigation into his will and the secrets of the people around him, led by detective
Hercule Poirot.

Who is the central detective character in 'Taken at the Flood'?

The central detective character in 'Taken at the Flood' is the famous Belgian detective Hercule Poirot.

When was 'Taken at the Flood' first published?
‘Taken at the Flood' was first published in 1948.



What is the significance of the title ‘'Taken at the Flood'?

The title 'Taken at the Flood' is derived from a line in Shakespeare's play Julius Caesar, meaning to
seize an opportunity at the right moment, which reflects the themes of fortune and timing in the
novel.

Is 'Taken at the Flood' part of a series?

Yes, 'Taken at the Flood' is part of the Hercule Poirot series by Agatha Christie.

What themes are explored in 'Taken at the Flood'?

The novel explores themes such as greed, deception, the impact of war on society, and the
complexities of human nature.

How does World War Il influence the story in ‘Taken at the
Flood'?

World War Il serves as a backdrop to the story, affecting the characters' lives and circumstances,
including the timing of the death and the shifts in wealth and social status.

Has 'Taken at the Flood' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Taken at the Flood' has been adapted for television, notably in the ITV series 'Agatha Christie's
Poirot' starring David Suchet.

Additional Resources
Taken at the Flood Agatha Christie: A Masterclass in Post-War Mystery and Psychological Intrigue

taken at the flood agatha christie is a compelling phrase that immediately draws attention to one
of Agatha Christie's lesser-discussed but richly textured novels. First published in 1948, this Hercule
Poirot mystery deftly captures the complexities of post-World War Il British society while delivering
the intricate plotting and suspense fans expect from Christie. As an exemplar of her mid-career work,
Taken at the Flood combines elements of social commentary, psychological depth, and classic
whodunit mechanics, making it a fascinating subject for literary analysis and crime fiction enthusiasts
alike.

Contextualizing Taken at the Flood within Agatha
Christie's Oeuvre

Taken at the Flood occupies a unique position in Agatha Christie's prolific bibliography. Written shortly
after the Second World War, it reflects the social upheavals, shifting class structures, and economic
uncertainties of the era. Unlike Christie’s earlier works, which often revolved around the genteel
settings of English country houses, this novel incorporates a more somber atmosphere, mirroring the



post-war reality.

The title itself is a reference to a line from Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: “There is a tide in the affairs
of men, which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.” This allusion sets the thematic tone of the
novel, suggesting moments of opportunity and the consequences of seizing—or missing—them.
Christie’s choice subtly hints at the moral ambiguities underpinning the narrative.

Plot Overview and Thematic Layers

At its core, Taken at the Flood revolves around the mysterious death of Gordon Cloade, a wealthy
man who dies during the Blitz, leaving behind a widow, Rosaleen, and a complex inheritance scenario.
The novel explores how the Cloade family and acquaintances react to his death, with underlying
tensions related to greed, loyalty, and the scars war has left on individuals.

The plot thickens when a stranger enters the scene, disturbing the fragile equilibrium and prompting
Hercule Poirot to investigate. Unlike some of Christie’s more straightforward mysteries, this story
delves deeply into character motivations, psychological conflict, and the impact of secrets long
buried.

Characterization and Psychological Depth

One of the novel’s standout features is Christie’s nuanced characterization. Rosaleen, the widow, is
portrayed with a blend of vulnerability and cunning, challenging the stereotypical victim archetype.
Other characters, including the Cloade family members, are depicted with shades of moral ambiguity,
reflecting the complexity of human nature in times of crisis.

Poirot’s investigative style in this novel departs slightly from his usual flamboyance. His methodical
and empathetic approach underlines the psychological dimensions of the case, emphasizing
observation of human behavior over mere deduction from physical clues.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Structure

Taken at the Flood employs a multi-layered narrative structure that interweaves flashbacks, shifting
perspectives, and subtle foreshadowing. Christie’s use of red herrings and misdirection is particularly
sophisticated here, ensuring the reader remains engaged and uncertain until the final pages.

The prose is economical yet evocative, conjuring a vivid sense of place and time. The post-war setting
is not merely a backdrop but an active element influencing characters’ decisions and the story’s
direction. This integration of setting and narrative is a testament to Christie’s evolving literary
craftsmanship.

Comparison with Other Hercule Poirot Novels



When compared to other Poirot mysteries such as "Murder on the Orient Express" or "Death on the
Nile," Taken at the Flood stands out for its more subdued and somber tone. While the earlier novels
often embrace exotic locations and high society glamour, this story is rooted in the realities of British
life recovering from war.

Moreover, the novel’s psychological focus aligns it closer to titles like "Five Little Pigs," where
character study is central to unraveling the mystery. This shift toward introspection marks an
important development in Christie’s portrayal of Poirot, showcasing his adaptability as a detective
figure.

Reception and Legacy

Though not as universally celebrated as some of Christie’s other works, Taken at the Flood has
garnered respect among critics and readers for its mature themes and intricate plotting. Its
exploration of post-war issues offers valuable insight into the societal mindset of late 1940s Britain,
enriching its appeal beyond mere entertainment.

The novel has been adapted for television, notably in the “Agatha Christie's Poirot” series starring
David Suchet. These adaptations have helped preserve its relevance and introduce it to new
audiences, emphasizing the timelessness of Christie’s storytelling.

Key Features and SEO-Relevant Aspects of Taken at
the Flood

For readers and researchers seeking information about "taken at the flood agatha christie," several
key features define this novel’s significance:

Post-war Setting: A vivid depiction of British society in transition, reflecting economic and
emotional recovery.

Complex Character Dynamics: Intricate relationships and moral ambiguities that drive the
narrative forward.

Psychological Mystery: A focus on motives and behavior rather than just physical evidence.

Hercule Poirot’s Evolution: A more introspective and empathetic detective approach.

Literary Allusions: Integration of Shakespearean themes enriching the story’s depth.

Adaptations: TV and radio versions that maintain the novel’s cultural presence.

These elements make "Taken at the Flood" a valuable study both for Christie aficionados and those
interested in mid-20th century British literature.



Pros and Cons from a Reader’s Perspective

1. Pros:

[¢]

Intricate plot with unexpected twists

o

Strong thematic resonance with post-war realities

[¢]

Rich character development and psychological insight

[¢]

Elegant prose and skilful narrative pacing

2. Cons:
o Pacing may feel slower compared to Christie’s earlier, more action-driven mysteries
o Less emphasis on physical clues might disappoint fans seeking a traditional whodunit

o The somber tone could feel heavy for readers expecting light entertainment

Such an analysis highlights the novel’s strengths in literary craftsmanship while acknowledging
potential limitations based on reader expectations.

Taken at the Flood remains a testament to Agatha Christie's versatility as a writer. It challenges the
conventional boundaries of detective fiction by weaving social commentary and psychological
complexity into the fabric of a classic mystery. For those exploring the evolution of crime literature or
the societal aftermath of war, this novel offers a richly rewarding experience that transcends its
genre.
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from the dead, and the body of a mysterious stranger is found in his room... A few weeks after
marrying an attractive young widow, Gordon Cloade is tragically killed by a bomb blast in the
London blitz. Overnight, the former Mrs Underhay finds herself in sole possession of the Cloade
family fortune. Shortly afterwards, Hercule Poirot receives a visit from the dead man's sister-in-law
who claims she has been warned by 'spirits' that Mrs Underhay's first husband is still alive. Poirot
has his suspicions when he is asked to find a missing person guided only by the spirit world. Yet
what mystifies Poirot most is the woman's true motive for approaching him...

taken at the flood agatha christie: Taken at the Flood Agatha Christie, 2026-02-15 In Agatha
Christie's classic puzzler Taken at the Flood, the indefatigable Hercule Poiroit investigates the
troubling case of a twice-widowed woman. A few weeks after marrying an attractive widow, Gordon
Cloade is tragically killed by a bomb blast in the London blitz. Overnight, the former Mrs. Underhay
finds herself in sole possession of the Cloade family fortune. Shortly afterward, Hercule Poirot
receives a visit from the dead man's sister-in-law who claims she has been warned by spirits that
Mrs. Underhay's first husband is still alive. Poirot has his suspicions when he is asked to find a
missing person guided only by the spirit world. Yet what mystifies Poirot most is the woman's true
motive for approaching him....

taken at the flood agatha christie: Taken at the Flood Agatha Christie, 2012 Celebrated
Belgian sleuth Hercule Poirot has been sent to the sleepy English village of Warmsley Vale to check
into the background of Gordon Cloade, supposedly a victim of the London Blitz. He had wed an
attractive young widow, Rosaleen, who is now the sole heir of the Cloade family fortune. Most of the
Cloade family members had grown dependent on money from Gordon Cloade, a bachelor who was
expected to die and leave his fortune to them. But there is some question about whether Rosaleen
was ever a widow at all. There's a growing suspicion that her first husband is still among the living,
making Rosaleen a bigamist. This raises skepticism, not only about the will, but on Gordon Cloade's
demise. With some members of the Cloade family on the verge of financial collapse, it isn't long
before murder shakes the family tree in this vintage Christie mystery, which proves that murder is
more exciting when it's kept in the family.

taken at the flood agatha christie: Taken at the Flood, Agatha Christie Agatha Christie,

taken at the flood agatha christie: Der Todeswirbel Agatha Christie, 2022-03-02 Eine
schrecklich abgrundige Familie Gordon Cloade war ein reicher Mann. So reich, dass er Zeit seines
Lebens seinem gesamten Familienclan unter die Arme greifen konnte. Nun ist er tot und die Familie
muss mit ansehen, wie sein Reichtum komplett an die Frau geht, die er gerade erst geheiratet hat.
Womit das Erbe fur die junge Witwe zu einer aulSerst ungemutlichen Angelegenheit wird, zumal
nicht nur der gesamte Clan hinter ihm her ist. Spatestens als ein Mord geschieht, sind die Dinge so
verwickelt, dass nur noch einer sie 1osen kann: Hercule Poirot.

taken at the flood agatha christie: Taken at the Flood Agatha Christie, 1993-01-01 In the
quiet English village of Warmsley Vale, a young widow of just two weeks becomes heir to a vast
fortune, and an enigmatic newcomer meets s brutal death. But Hercule Poirot believes these
coincidences are deliberate crimes--and he's determined to prove it.

taken at the flood agatha christie: Taken at the Flood Agatha Christie, 2005

taken at the flood agatha christie: Das Golf Evangelium. Die frohe Botschaft eines
frohen Spiels Kurt W. Zimmermann, 2023-11-05 Uberleben zwischen Klubhaus und Green: Ein
vergnuglicher Wegweiser durch die Fettnapfchen im Golfsport Auf dem Golfplatz ist man selten
allein. Ein betriebsames Wochenende im Club oder das Golfturnier mit zufallig
zusammengewurfelten Golfpartnern und -partnerinnen bieten beste Gelegenheiten fur amusante
Beobachtungen. Kurt W. Zimmermann hat sie genutzt und seine Erkenntnisse im »Golf-Evangelium«
zum ersten wahren Golf-Knigge zusammengefasst. In lockeren Anekdoten mit viel Humor und einem
guten Schlag Ironie schildert der Alltagsgolfer seine Beobachtungen aus Klubhaus, Fairway und
Green. Seine spannende Verhaltensforschung taucht tief in das Seelenleben der golfenden Spezies
ein und deckt die ungeschriebenen Regeln der Golf-Etikette auf. - Der erste vergnugliche Knigge fur
den Golfplatz: Dos und Don'ts von Loch 1 bis 19 - Die besten Geschichten von Golf-Kolumnist Kurt



W. Zimmermann in einem Band - Alle Highlights aus »100 Dinge, die ein Golfer wissen muss« und
der »Echte Golfer«-Reihe - Mit neuen Anekdoten, Beobachtungen und Golf-Weisheiten voller Witz
und Selbstironie - Hochwertig gestaltet und amusant illustriert von Helme Heine - Das perfekte
Geschenk fiir Golfer und Golferinnen, die uber sich lachen konnen! Best-of Zimmermann: Die
beliebtesten Texte aus vier Banden und neue Golf-Weisheiten Als bekennender »Allerweltsgolfer«
steht Kurt W. Zimmermann am liebsten zum Spals auf dem Grun. In seinen Texten nimmt der
bekannte Golf-Kolumnist die Eigenheiten und Marotten seiner Mitgolfer:innen aufs Korn und
analysiert so amusant wie selbstironisch das Spiel- und Sozialverhalten dieses besonderen
Menschenschlags. »Das Golf-Evangelium« versammelt die besten Texte aus seinen bisherigen
Werken und liefert Fans dartiber hinaus neue Golfgeschichten zum Nicken, Schmunzeln und Lachen.
Das ideale Golfbuch fiir alle, die lieber ihre Laune statt ihres Handicaps verbessern wollen!

taken at the flood agatha christie: Taken at the Flood Agatha Christie, 1971 The sleepy
English village of Warmsley Vale has been shaken by a series of increasingly bizarre murders--and
Hercule Poirot is on the case.

taken at the flood agatha christie: The Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair Companion to
Agatha Christie Dick Riley, Pam McAllister, Bruce Cassiday, 2001-09-01 Over 400,000 copies sold!
If you are a mystery buff, an Agatha Christie fan, an occasional Christie reader or an acquaintance of
any of the above, this book is for you and all your fortunate friends The Bedside, Bathtub & Armchair
Companion to Agatha Christie, on the 25th anniversary of Agatha Christie's death, continues as a
grand salute to the queen of mysteries. It is filled with wonderful and surprising things about her
books, her characters, the movies and plays based on them, and Dame Agatha herself. Original
contributions by some sixty writers celebrate the Christie touch. Take your pick among thse
intriguing features and speculations: -Surviving an English country weekend - if you had the advice
of Hercule Poirot - A guide to the Christie poisions, as well as the cruder methods of genteel
mayhem - The other Agatha Christie who wrote romantic novels - A murder victim's (!) first-person
account of a Christie Mystery Weekend - The Hercule Poirot Double-Crostic and other puzzles That's
a taste. There's much more - and witty plot summaries of all Christie's novels, plays, and many of her
short stories. (But no endings, of course!) This treasury is more than entertainment - it is also a
personal reference work for Christie fans. And there are scores of movie posters, film stills,
illustrations and a Christie mystery map, too.

taken at the flood agatha christie: Secrets from the Agatha Christie Archives Jared Cade,
2025-02-05 The untold story of how Agatha Christie conquered the serial market with her thrilling
mysteries. Dame Agatha Christie reigns supreme as the [JQueen of Crime.[] Numerous books have
been written about the legendary crime writer, focusing on nearly every aspect of her craft. But until
now no one has carried out an in-depth investigation into how she conquered the serial market with
her thrilling tales of murder and intrigue. In the UK and US, Agatha Christie[]s work was serialized
in the most prestigious magazines and newspapers of the day, often under an array of different
titles, prior to being published by Collins and Dodd, Mead and Company. Second serial rights could
result in a single title being syndicated to over 40 newspapers. Over the decades, numerous records
have been lost or destroyed and keeping track of her literary legacy has proved a major challenge
for her publishers, literary agents and others until now. Jared Cade, author of the ground-breaking
biography Agatha Christie and the Eleven Missing Days, has unearthed a huge plethora of hitherto
unknown facts about the timeline of her publishing history that will delight her devotees and enable
future generations to write about her work with far greater authority and accuracy than ever before,
especially when correlating her publications to the parallels in her life. Illustrated with rare pictures,
Secrets from the Agatha Christie Archives is destined to become an essential reference tool for fans,
librarians, scholars, antiquarian booksellers, broadcasters and others interested in the making of
one of the 20th century's most beloved writers. [[Jared Cade is an acknowledged authority on
Christianna[] [J Crime Time

taken at the flood agatha christie: Agatha Christie Goes to War Rebecca Mills, J.C. Bernthal,
2019-11-08 Agatha Christie has never been substantially considered as a war writer, even though




war is a constant presence in her writing. This interdisciplinary collection of essays considers the
effects of these conflicts on the social and psychological textures of Christie’s detective fiction and
other writings, demonstrating not only Christie’s textual navigation of her contemporary
surroundings and politics, but also the value of her voice as a popular fiction writer reflecting
popular concerns. Agatha Christie Goes to War introduces the ‘Queen of Crime’ as an essential voice
in the discussion of war, warfare, and twentieth century literature.

taken at the flood agatha christie: Agatha Christie Laura Thompson, 2020-04-30 'Laura
Thompson's outstanding biography . . . is a pretty much perfect capturing of a life' - Kate Mosse It
has been 100 years since Agatha Christie wrote her first novel and created the formidable Hercule
Poirot. In this biography, Laura Thompson describes the Edwardian world in which she grew up,
explores the relationships she had, including those with her two husbands and daughter, and
investigates the mysteries still surrounding Christie's life - including her disappearance in 1926.
Agatha Christie is a mystery and writing about her is a detection job in itself. But, with access to all
of Christie's letters, papers and writing notebooks, as well as interviews with her grandson,
daughter, son-in-law and their living relations, Thompson is able to unravel not only the detailed
workings of Christie's detective fiction, but the truth behind her private life as well. First published
in 2007 as 'Agatha Christie: An English Mystery', this is a fully updated edition with a new
introduction by the author

taken at the flood agatha christie: Agatha Christie: Plots, Clues and Misdirections Sally
and Tony Hope, 2023-09-28 Why do Agatha Christie’s novels continue to inspire each generation?
The answer is the quality and range of her puzzles: her rich and varied structures of deception.

taken at the flood agatha christie: God and the Little Grey Cells Dan W. Clanton, Jr.,
2024-05-16 Dan W. Clanton, Jr. examines the presence and use of religion and Bible in Agatha
Christie's Hercule Poirot novels and stories and their later interpretations. Clanton begins by
situating Christie in her literary, historical, and religious contexts by discussing [JGolden Age[] crime
fiction and Christianity in England in the late 19th-early 20th centuries. He then explores the ways
in which Bible is used in Christie's Poirot novels as well as how Christie constructs a religious
identity for her little Belgian sleuth. Clanton concludes by asking how non-majority religious cultures
are treated in the Poirot canon, including a heterodox Christian movement, Spiritualism, Judaism,
and Islam. Throughout, Clanton acknowledges that many people do not encounter Poirot in his
original literary contexts. That is, far more people have been exposed to Poirot via [Jmediated[]
renderings and interpretations of the stories and novels in various other genres, including radio,
films, and TV. As such, the book engages the reception of the stories in these various genres, since
the process of adapting the original narrative plots involves, at times, meaningful changes.
Capitalizing on the immense and enduring popularity of Poirot across multiple genres and the
absence of research on the role of religion and Bible in those stories, this book is a necessary
contribution to the field of Christie studies and will be welcomed by her fans as well as scholars of
religion, popular culture, literature, and media.

taken at the flood agatha christie: The Agatha Christie Companion Russell H. Fitzgibbon,
1980 Russell H. Fitzgibbon presents a short history of Dame Agatha's life, criticism of her works,
and a summary of how critics and reviewers view her work. Includes a bibliography of all the works
of Christie published in either Great Britain or the United States, classified according to the
detectives involved; an alphabetical list of Christie detective and mystery book and short-story titles;
a short-story finder for Christie collections; and an index of all but the least important of the
thousands of characters introduced by the author in the detective and mystery short stories and
novels.

taken at the flood agatha christie: Agatha Christie J.C. Bernthal, 2022-08-25 The
undisputed Queen of Crime, Dame Agatha Christie (1890-1976) is the bestselling novelist of all time.
As the creator of immortal detectives Hercule Poirot and Jane Marple, she continues to enthrall
readers around the world and is drawing increasing attention from scholars, historians, and critics.
But Christie wrote far beyond Poirot and Marple. A varied life including war work, archaeology, and



two very different marriages provided the backdrop to a diverse body of work. This encyclopedic
companion summarizes and explores Christie's entire literary output, including the detective fiction,
plays, radio dramas, adaptations, and her little-studied non-crime writing. It details all published
works and key themes and characters, as well as the people and places that inspired them, and
identifies a trove of uncollected interviews, articles, and unpublished material, including details that
have never appeared in print. For the casual reader looking for background information on their
favorite mystery to the dedicated scholar tracking down elusive new angles, this companion will
provide the most comprehensive and up-to-date information.

taken at the flood agatha christie: Prosthetic Agency Gill Plain, 2023-07-13 This book
addresses the legacy of World War II on male identity and reinvention. It considers some of the
many ways in which popular culture of the time sought to mediate these difficult transitions,
exploring films, popular fiction, memoir and biography.

taken at the flood agatha christie: The Complete Christie Matthew Bunson, 2000-09
Painstakingly researched, this illustrated reference captures the spirited imagination of Dame
Agatha and the intriguing atmosphere of her tales. Includes a comprehensive Christie biography,
cross-referenced with plot synopses and character listings. Photos throughout.
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"Taken" online on Netflix, Prime Video, and Disney+ today - including 4K and free options

Taken | Rotten Tomatoes Discover reviews, ratings, and trailers for Taken on Rotten Tomatoes.
Stay updated with critic and audience scores today!

Watch Taken | Prime Video - Taken HD. Ex-C.I.A. agent Liam Neeson becomes a one-man killing



machine after his daughter is kidnapped by vicious slave-traders in this thriller. 17,686 IMDb 7.7 1 h
30 min 2009 X-Ray PG-13

Watch Taken - Disney+ DETAILS Taken Ex-C.I.A. agent Liam Neeson becomes a one-man killing
machine after his daughter is kidnapped by vicious slave-traders in this thriller

Taken (2008) - Official Trailer - YouTube Directed by : Pierre Morel Produced by : EuropaCorp
Genre: Fiction - Runtime: 1 h 34 min French release: 27/02/2008 Production year: 2007 What could
be worse

Taken | Taken Wiki | Fandom Taken is a 2008 French action movie film produced by Luc Besson,
starring Liam Neeson, Maggie Grace and Famke Janssen. The screenplay was written by Besson and
Robert Mark Kamen,

Taken (2008) — The Movie Database (TMDB) Now Streaming Watch Now Taken (2008) PG-13
01/30/2009 (US) Action, Thriller 1h 34m User Score
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