OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT

OHio Rise CANS AssesSMENT: UNDERSTANDING TS RoLE IN CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES

OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT HAS BECOME A CRITICAL TOOL IN HELPING PROFESSIONALS ACROSS OHIO EVALUATE THE MENTAL
HEALTH AND SOCIAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES. W/HETHER YOU’RE A CASEWORKER, THERAPIST, OR SOMEONE INTERESTED
IN HOW CHILD WELFARE SERVICES OPERATE, THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT OFFERS A STRUCTURED YET FLEXIBLE
APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING A CHILD’S OVERALL WELL-BEING. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE'LL DIVE DEEP INTO WHAT THE OHio RISE
CANS ASSESSMENT ENTAILS, WHY IT'S IMPORTANT, AND HOW IT SHAPES THE SERVICES PROVIDED TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN
THE STATE.

WHAT IS THE OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT?

THe OHIo RISE (RESILIENCE, INTEGRATION, STRENGTHS, AND EMPOWERMENT) CANS ASSESSMENT IS A VERSION OF THE
BROADER CHILD AND ADOLESCENT NEeDS AND STRENGTHS (CANS) ToOOL TAILORED SPECIFICALLY FOR OHIO’S CHILD WELFARE
AND MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEMS. DEVELOPED TO SUPPORT DECISION-MAKING, SERVICE PLANNING, AND TRACKING OUTCOMES, THE
CANS INSTRUMENT IS A COMPREHENSIVE TOOL THAT CAPTURES A CHILD’S STRENGTHS, NEEDS, AND LIFE FUNCTIONING AREAS.

UNLIKE MORE TRADITIONAL ASSESSMENTS, OHIO’S RISE CANS FOCUSES NOT ONLY ON A CHILD'S CHALLENGES BUT ALSO ON
THEIR STRENGTHS AND POTENTIAL RESOURCES. THIS BALANCED APPROACH ENSURES THAT INTERVENTIONS ARE NOT JUST ABOUT
ADDRESSING DEFICITS BUT ALSO ABOUT EMPOWERING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THROUGH THEIR EXISTING CAPACITIES.

THe PUrPOSE oF OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT

THE MAIN GoAL oF THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS TO CREATE A SHARED LANGUAGE AMONG PROFESSIONALS INVOLVED
IN A CHILD’S CARE. W/HEN EVERYONE—FROM CASE MANAGERS AND THERAPISTS TO EDUCATORS AND FOSTER PARENTS—USES
THE SAME FRAMEWORK, COORDINATION BECOMES EASIER, AND PLANS BECOME MORE FOCUSED AND EFFECTIVE.

ADDITIONALLY, THE ASSESSMENT HELPS:

- IDENTIFY MENTAL HEALTH SYMPTOMS AND TRAUMA-RELATED NEEDS

- RECOGNIZE DEVELOPMENTAL AND SOCIAL FUNCTIONING LEVELS

- HIGHLIGHT FAMILY DYNAMICS AND CAREGIVER STRENGTHS

- GUIDE INDIVIDUALIZED TREATMENT AND SERVICE PLANNING

- MONITOR PROGRESS OVER TIME TO ADJUST SUPPORTS ACCORDINGLY

Key CoMPONENTS OF THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT

THe OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS ORGANIZED INTO SEVERAL DOMAINS, EACH CAPTURING DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF A CHILD’S
LIFE AND FUNCTIONING. UNDERSTANDING THESE COMPONENTS CAN HELP CLARIFY WHY THIS TOOL IS SO VALUABLE IN HOLISTIC
CARE PLANNING.

1. STRENGTHS

ONE OF THE MOST DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS ITS EMPHASIS ON IDENTIFYING STRENGTHS.
THESE CAN INCLUDE PERSONAL QUALITIES LIKE RESILIENCE, TALENTS, AND SOCIAL SUPPORTS THAT CAN BE LEVERAGED DURING
TREATMENT. RECOGNIZING STRENGTHS HELPS BUILD A POSITIVE FOUNDATION FOR GROW TH.



2. Neeps

THIS SECTION FOCUSES ON AREAS WHERE THE CHILD OR YOUTH MIGHT REQUIRE SUPPORT, SUCH AS EMOTIONAL REGULATION,
TRAUMA SYMPTOMS, OR BEHAVIORAL CHALLENGES. NEEDS ARE RATED BASED ON SEVERITY TO PRIORITIZE INTERVENTIONS.

3. LIFE FUNCTIONING

LIFE FUNCTIONING CAPTURES HOW WELL THE CHILD MANAGES VARIOUS ASPECTS OF DAILY LIVING—INCLUDING SCHOOL
PERFORMANCE, PEER RELATIONSHIPS, AND FAMILY INTERACTIONS. THIS DOMAIN HELPS ASSESS HOW MENTAL HEALTH OR
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS IMPACT OVERALL FUNCTIONING.

4. CAREGIVER RESOURCES AND NEEDS

OHio RISE CANS ALSO EVALUATES THE CAREGIVER’S ABILITY TO PROVIDE SUPPORT, THEIR OWN STRESSORS, AND THE FAMILY
ENVIRONMENT. THIS HOLISTIC APPROACH ACKNOWLEDGES THAT A CHILD’S WELL-BEING IS DEEPLY CONNECTED TO THEIR HOME
LIFE.

How THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT SUPPORTS SERVICE PLANNING

THE PRACTICAL VALUE oF THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT LIES IN ITS USE AS A ROADMAP FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS. BY
CLEARLY OUTLINING THE CHILD’S NEEDS AND STRENGTHS, AGENCIES CAN DESIGN INDIVIDUALIZED CARE PLANS THAT ARE TAILORED,
MEASURABLE, AND CLIENT-CENTERED.

IMPROVED COMMUNICATION AMONG STAKEHOLDERS

BECAUSE THE ASSESSMENT USES STANDARDIZED LANGUAGE AND RATINGS, ALL PROFESSIONALS INVOLVED IN A CHILD’S CARE CAN
UNDERSTAND AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE PLAN. T HIS REDUCES MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND ENSURES THAT EVERYONE IS ON THE SAME
PAGE REGARDING GOALS AND INTERVENTIONS.

TRACKING PROGRESS OVER TIME

THe OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS NOT A ONE-TIME EVENT. REGULAR REASSESSMENTS ALLOW PROVIDERS TO MONITOR
CHANGES IN NEEDS AND STRENGTHS, ADJUSTING SERVICES AS NECESSARY. THIS DYNAMIC PROCESS IS KEY TO EFFECTIVE,
RESPONSIVE CARE.

WHo ConpucTs THE OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT AND \W/HEN?

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS SUCH AS SOCIAL WORKERS, THERAPISTS, AND CASE MANAGERS TYPICALLY ADMINISTER THE OHIO
RISE CANS ASSESSMENT. THEY RECEIVE SPECIALIZED TRAINING TO ENSURE CONSISTENT AND ACCURATE RATINGS.

THE ASSESSMENT IS OFTEN COMPLETED AT KEY POINTS IN A CHILD’S INVOLVEMENT WITH THE SYSTEM, INCLUDING:
- UPON ENTRY INTO SERVICES OR FOSTER CARE

- AFTER SIGNIFICANT LIFE EVENTS OR PLACEMENT CHANGES
- DURING PERIODIC CASE REVIEWS OR TREATMENT UPDATES



- PRIOR TO DISCHARGE OR TRANSITION FROM SERVICES

THIS TIMING ENSURES THAT THE INFORMATION REFLECTS THE CHILD’S CURRENT STATUS AND NEEDS.

TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION FOR OHIo RISE CANS

BECAUSE ACCURATE SCORING IS VITAL, OHIO MANDATES TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR PROFESSIONALS WHO WILL USE THE TOOL.
CERTIFICATION ENSURES THAT RATERS UNDERSTAND THE ASSESSMENT’S PURPOSE, RATING CRITERIA, AND HOW TO INCORPORATE
FINDINGS INTO SERVICE PLANNING EFFECTIVELY.

BeNeriTS oF UsING OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT

THe OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT OFFERS A NUMBER OF ADVANTAGES THAT MAKE IT A PREFERRED CHOICE IN OHIOS CHILD
\WELFARE AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SECTORS.

¢ HoLISTIC VIEWPOINT: BY INCLUDING STRENGTHS, NEEDS, LIFE FUNCTIONING, AND CAREGIVER FACTORS, THE ASSESSMENT
PROVIDES A 360-DEGREE VIEW OF A CHILD’S CIRCUMSTANCES.

o PersoON-CENTERED APPROACH: FOCUS ON INDIVIDUALIZED PLANNING RESPECTS EACH CHILD’S UNIQUE SITUATION AND
PROMOTES EMPOWERMENT.

o CONSISTENCY ACROSS SYSTEMS: STANDARDIZED RATINGS HELP COORDINATE CARE ACROSS MULTIPLE AGENCIES AND
PROVIDERS.

® SUPPORTS TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE: THE TOOL IS SENSITIVE TO TRAUMA INDICATORS, WHICH IS CRUCIAL FOR MANY
CHILDREN INVOLVED IN CHILD WELFARE.

e OUTCOME MEASUREMENT: ENABLES DATA-DRIVEN DECISIONS BY TRACKING PROGRESS AND ADJUSTING INTERVENTIONS
BASED ON REAL-TIME INFORMATION.

CHALLENGES AND CONSIDERATIONS IN IMPLEMENTING OHIo RISE CANS

W/HILE THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS A POWERFUL TOOL, IT IS NOT WITHOUT CHALLENGES. UNDERSTANDING THESE
CAN HELP AGENCIES AND PROVIDERS USE THE TOOL MORE EFFECTIVELY.

ENSURING CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY

BECAUSE THE ASSESSMENT RELIES ON PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT, THE POTENTIAL FOR VARIABILITY EXISTS. REGULAR TRAINING
AND INTER-RATER RELIABILITY CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY.

BALANCING TIME AND DETAIL

SOME PRACTITIONERS FIND THE ASSESSMENT TIME-CONSUMING, ESPECIALLY WHEN CASELOADS ARE HIGH. IT’S IMPORTANT TO
BALANCE THOROUGHNESS WITH EFFICIENCY, FOCUSING ON KEY AREAS THAT DIRECTLY INFORM CARE.



ENGAGING FAMILIES IN THE PROCESS

SINCE CAREGIVER PERSPECTIVES ARE ESSENTIAL, INVOLVING FAMILIES IN THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS CAN IMPROVE ACCURACY AND
BUY-IN. HO\X/EVER, THIS MAY REQUIRE BUILDING TRUST AND ADDRESSING POTENTIAL RESISTANCE.

OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT AND T ECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION

IN RECENT YEARS, OHIO HAS EMBRACED DIGITAL PLATFORMS TO FACILITATE THE ADMINISTRATION AND TRACKING OF THE RISE
CANS ASSESSMENT. ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD (EHR) SYSTEMS OFTEN INTEGRATE THE TOOL, ALLOWING REAL-TIME DATA
ENTRY AND REPORTING.

THIS TECH INTEGRATION OFFERS SEVERAL BENEFITS:

- EASIER ACCESS TO HISTORICAL ASSESSMENTS FOR COMPARISON
- AUTOMATED ALERTS FOR HIGH-NEED AREAS

- STREAMLINED COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PROVIDERS

- ENHANCED DATA ANALYTICS FOR STATEWIDE PLANNING

AS TECHNOLOGY EVOLVES, THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT WILL LIKELY BECOME EVEN MORE USER-FRIENDLY AND
IMPACTFUL.

WHAT THIS MeEaNS FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN IN OHIO

AT 1TS corg, THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS DESIGNED TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF SERVICES
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES RECEIVE. BY IDENTIFYING NEEDS EARLY AND TAILORING INTERVENTIONS, IT HELPS FOSTER BETTER MENTAL
HEALTH OUTCOMES AND STRONGER FAMILY CONNECTIONS.

For FAMILIES, THIS MEANS!

- MORE PERSONALIZED CARE PLANS THAT REFLECT THEIR UNIQUE STRENGTHS AND CHALLENGES
- INCREASED COLLABORATION WITH SERVICE PROVIDERS

- OPPORTUNITIES TO BUILD ON EXISTING RESOURCES AND SUPPORT NETWORKS

- BETTER MONITORING OF PROGRESS AND ADJUSTMENTS TO SERVICES AS NEEDED

ULTIMATELY, THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT STRIVES TO CREATE A SYSTEM THAT IS RESPONSIVE, COMPASSIONATE, AND
RESULTS-ORIENTED—A SYSTEM THAT TRULY SUPPORTS CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN THEIR JOURNEY TOWARD STABILITY AND
WELL-BEING.

UNDERSTANDING THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO HOW CHILD WELFARE AND MENTAL
HEALTH PROFESSIONALS IN OHIO WORK TO SUPPORT VULNERABLE CHILDREN. | TS COMPREHENSIVE, STRENGTH-BASED, AND
TRAUMA-INFORMED FRAMEWORK SETS A STANDARD FOR COLLABORATIVE CARE. WHETHER YOU’RE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN
SERVICE PROVISION OR SIMPLY INTERESTED IN HOW CHILD AND FAMILY ASSESSMENTS FUNCTION, KNOWING ABOUT OHIO’S
APPROACH CAN DEEPEN YOUR APPRECIATION FOR THE COMPLEXITIES AND DEDICATION INVOLVED IN FOSTERING HEALTHIER
FUTURES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



WHAT IS THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT?

THe OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS A STANDARDIZED TOOL USED IN OHIO TO EVALUATE THE STRENGTHS, NEEDS, AND
FUNCTIONING OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH RECEIVING BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES. |T HELPS GUIDE CARE PLANNING AND MONITOR
PROGRESS.

WHo IS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT?

THe OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS TYPICALLY COMPLETED BY TRAINED CLINICIANS OR CARE COORDINATORS WORKING WITH
CHILDREN AND YOUTH ENROLLED IN OHIo RISE PROGRAMS, WHICH SERVE YOUTH WITH COMPLEX BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS.

How ofFTeN Is THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT ADMINISTERED?

THe OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS GENERALLY ADMINISTERED AT INTAKE, PERIODICALLY THROUGHOUT TREATMENT TO
MONITOR PROGRESS, AND AT DISCHARGE TO ASSESS OUTCOMES.

\WHAT DOMAINS ARE COVERED IN THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT?

THe OHio RISE CANS ASSESSMENT COVERS MULTIPLE DOMAINS INCLUDING BEHAVIORAL/EMOTIONAL NEEDS, RISK BEHAVIORS,
LIFE FUNCTIONING, STRENGTHS, AND CAREGIVER NEEDS.

How poEes THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IMPROVE CARE FOR YOUTH?

BY SYSTEMATICALLY IDENTIFYING STRENGTHS AND NEEDS, THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT HELPS PROVIDERS DEVELOP
INDIVIDUALIZED TREATMENT PLANS, TRACK PROGRESS OVER TIME, AND ADJUST INTERVENTIONS TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR
YOUTH.

Is THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT ALIGNED WITH STATE OR NATIONAL
STANDARDS?

Yes, THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS ALIGNED WITH THE NATIONAL CHILD AND ADOLESCENT NEEDS AND STRENGTHS
(CANS) FRAMEWORK AND ADAPTED TO MEET OHIO’S SPECIFIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.

\X/HERE CAN PROVIDERS RECEIVE TRAINING FOR THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT?

PROVIDERS CAN RECEIVE TRAINING THROUGH OHIo DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTION SERVICES (OHIOMHAS)
SPONSORED SESSIONS, ONLINE COURSES, OR CERTIFIED TRAINERS SPECIALIZING IN THE CANS ASSESSMENT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

OHio Rise CANs ASSESSMENT: A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF ITS IMPACT AND EFFECTIVENESS

OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT HAS BECOME A FOCAL POINT IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS SURROUNDING COMMUNITY SUPPORT
INITIATIVES AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION WITHIN THE STATE OF OHIO. AS A CORNERSTONE IN EVALUATING THE EFFICACY OF
PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO ASSIST VULNERABLE POPULATIONS, THIS ASSESSMENT SHEDS LIGHT ON BOTH THE OPERATIONAL
STRENGTHS AND THE CHALLENGES FACED BY LOCAL AGENCIES INVOLVED IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS AND SERVICES.
THROUGH A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS, THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT’S FRAMEWORK, OBJECTIVES,
AND BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMS.

UNDERSTANDING THE OHIO RIS CANS ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK



ATITS CORE, THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS A STRUCTURED EVALUATION TOOL UTILIZED BY STATE AGENCIES TO
MEASURE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF RESOURCE DISTRIBUTION AND OUTREACH EFFORTS IN UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES. THE TERM
“CANS” IN THIS CONTEXT OFTEN REFERS TO THE TANGIBLE SUPPORT ITEMS—SUCH AS FOOD, HYGIENE PRODUCTS, AND
ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES—DISTRIBUTED THROUGH VARIOUS COMMUNITY PROGRAMS. THE ASSESSMENT GOES BEYOND MERE
DISTRIBUTION METRICS, INCORPORATING QUALITATIVE DATA TO UNDERSTAND THE REAL-WORLD IMPACT OF THESE RESOURCES
ON HOUSEHOLD STABILITY AND WELL-BEING.

THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS INVOLVES MULTIPLE STAGES, FROM DATA COLLECTION AND FIELD SURVEYS TO STAKEHOLDER
INTERVIEWS AND OUTCOME TRACKING. AGENCIES EMPLOY A COMBINATION OF QUANTITATIVE MEASUREMENTS—SUCH AS THE

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS SERVED AND THE VOLUME OF SUPPLIES DISTRIBUTED—AND QUALITATIVE FEEDBACK FROM RECIPIENTS
TO CREATE A HOLISTIC PICTURE OF PROGRAM SUCCESS.

Key OsJecTiVES oF THE OHIO RIS CANS ASSESSMENT

THE PRIMARY GOALS DRIVING THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT INCLUDE:
o EFFECTIVENESS MEASUREMENT: DETERMINING WHETHER THE PROVIDED RESOURCES MEET THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF TARGET
POPULATIONS.

® ResoURCE OPTIMIZATION: IDENTIFYING GAPS OR REDUNDANCIES IN SUPPLY CHAINS TO ENSURE EFFICIENT USE OF FUNDS
AND MATERIALS.

o COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: GAUGING THE LEVEL OF RECIPIENT SATISFACTION AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN PROGRAM
PLANNING.

o PoLicy GUIDANCE: OFFERING DATA-DRIVEN INSIGHTS TO INFORM FUTURE INITIATIVES AND STATE POLICY DECISIONS.

THESE OBJECTIVES UNDERSCORE THE ASSESSMENT’S ROLE AS A DYNAMIC TOOL THAT INFORMS NOT ONLY PRESENT OPERATIONAL
TACTICS BUT ALSO LONG-TERM STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR SOCIAL WELFARE IN OHIO.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT AND SIMILAR
EVALUATIONS

\W/HEN COMPARED TO ANALOGOUS ASSESSMENTS IN OTHER STATES OR REGIONS, THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT STANDS
OUT FOR ITS INTEGRATED APPROACH COMBINING BOTH RESOURCE TRACKING AND RECIPIENT FEEDBACK. FOR INSTANCE, SOME
STATES FOCUS PRIMARILY ON QUANTITATIVE DATA, SUCH AS DISTRIBUTION NUMBERS ALONE, WHICH CAN OVERLOOK CRITICAL
FACTORS LIKE THE CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS OF AID OR THE ACCESSIBILITY OF DISTRIBUTION POINTS.

By CONTRAST, OHIO’S MODEL INCORPORATES COMMUNITY-BASED PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH METHODS, INVITING INPUT FROM
LOCAL LEADERS AND RECIPIENTS TO TAILOR PROGRAMS MORE EFFECTIVELY. THIS PARTICIPATORY FRAMEWORK NOT ONLY
IMPROVES ACCURACY BUT ALSO FOSTERS TRUST AND TRANSPARENCY BETWEEN SERVICE PROVIDERS AND BENEFICIARIES.

MeTRrICS AND DATA UTILIZATION IN OHIO’S APPROACH

DATA COLLECTED DURING THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

1. DISTRIBUTION VOLUME AND FREQUENCY OF ESSENTIAL ITEMS



2. DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS
3. FEEDBACK ON SATISFACTION AND UNMET NEEDS

4. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS AFFECTING ACCESS, SUCH AS TRANSPORTATION AND LOCATION ACCESSIBILITY

BY ANALYZING THESE METRICS, OHIO AGENCIES CAN PINPOINT DISPARITIES AND PRIORITIZE INTERVENTIONS IN AREAS
DEMONSTRATING HIGHER LEVELS OF FOOD INSECURITY OR SERVICE GAPS.

THe RoLE oF TECHNOLOGY IN ENHANCING OHIO RIS CANS ASSESSMENT

MODERN TECHNOLOGICAL TOOLS HAVE INCREASINGLY SUPPORTED THE ACCURACY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE OHIO RISE CANS
ASSESSMENT. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) MAPPING, FOR EXAMPLE, ENABLES AGENCIES TO VISUALIZE
DISTRIBUTION COVERAGE AND IDENTIFY “COLD SPOTS” WHERE AID PENETRATION IS MINIMAL. ADDITIONALLY, MOBILE DATA
COLLECTION PLATFORMS FACILITATE REAL-TIME REPORTING FROM OUTREACH TEAMS, REDUCING DELAYS AND ENHANCING
RESPONSIVENESS.

DIGITAL SURVEYS AND FEEDBACK MECHANISMS ALSO EMPOWER RECIPIENTS TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES ANONYMOUSLY AND
CONVENIENTLY, ENSURING THAT THE ASSESSMENT CAPTURES DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES. THIS TECH-ENABLED APPROACH REPRESENTS

A SIGNIFICANT ADVANCEMENT OVER TRADITIONAL PAPER"BASED EVALUATIONS, WHICH OFTEN SUFFER FROM DATA LOSS AND
SLOWER PROCESSING TIMES.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS IN IMPLEMENTATION

DESPITE ITS COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN, THE OHIo RISE CANS ASSESSMENT FACES SEVERAL OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES:
o DATA COLLECTION BARRIERS: REACHING REMOTE OR MARGINALIZED POPULATIONS CAN BE DIFFICULT, LEADING TO
INCOMPLETE DATA.
o ResoURCE CONSTRAINTS: LIMITED FUNDING AND STAFFING MAY RESTRICT THE SCOPE OR FREQUENCY OF ASSESSMENTS.

e CoORDINATION COMPLEXITIES: ALIGNING EFFORTS AMONG MULTIPLE AGENCIES AND NONPROFITS REQUIRES ROBUST
COMMUNICATION FRAME\W ORKS.

¢ CHANGING NEEDS: RAPID SHIFTS IN COMMUNITY NEEDS, ESPECIALLY DURING CRISES SUCH AS ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS OR
PANDEMICS, CAN OUTPACE ASSESSMENT CYCLES.

ADDRESSING THESE CHALLENGES IS CRITICAL TO MAINTAINING THE RELEVANCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE OHIO RISE CANS
ASSESSMENT OVER TIME.

IMPACT oON PoLicy AND CoMMUNITY OUTCOMES

THE INSIGHTS DERIVED FROM THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT HAVE HAD TANGIBLE EFFECTS ON PROGRAM DESIGN AND FUNDING
ALLOCATION WITHIN THE STATE. FOR EXAMPLE, DATA HIGHLIGHTING UNDERSERVED RURAL AREAS HAVE PROMPTED TARGETED
MOBILE DISTRIBUTION INITIATIVES, BRINGING SUPPLIES DIRECTLY TO COMMUNITIES WITH LIMITED TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS.

MOREOVER, ASSESSMENT FINDINGS HAVE INFLUENCED STATE BUDGET DECISIONS, LEADING TO INCREASED INVESTMENT IN FOOD
SECURITY AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAMS. THE FEEDBACK LOOP CREATED BY THE ASSESSMENT ALSO ENCOURAGES



CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT, ALLOWING POLICYMAKERS TO ADJUST STRATEGIES BASED ON REAL-TIME EVIDENCE RATHER THAN
ASSUMPTIONS.

COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVES AND ENGAGEMENT

AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS ITS EMPHASIS ON RECIPIENT VOICES. COMMUNITY FORUMS
AND STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS OFTEN ACCOMPANY THE DATA ANALYSIS PHASE, PROVIDING PLATFORMS FOR INDIVIDUALS TO
ARTICULATE THEIR EXPERIENCES AND SUGGESTIONS.

SUCH ENGAGEMENT FOSTERS A SENSE OF OWNERSHIP AND PARTNERSHIP, WHICH CAN ENHANCE PROGRAM UPTAKE AND
SATISFACTION. FURTHERMORE, INCORPORATING LOCAL INSIGHTS HELPS ENSURE THAT DISTRIBUTED RESOURCES ALIGN WITH
CULTURAL PREFERENCES AND DIETARY RESTRICTIONS, THEREBY INCREASING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF AID.

LookING AHEAD: EVOLVING THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT

AS SOCIAL WELFARE NEEDS EVOLVE, THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT IS POISED TO ADAPT THROUGH SEVERAL POTENTIAL
INNOVATIONS:

INTEGRATION OF PREDICTIVE ANALYTICS TO ANTICIPATE FUTURE DEMAND PATTERNS.

® EXPANSION OF PARTNERSHIP NETWORKS TO INCLUDE MORE GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATIONS.

ENHANCED TRAINING FOR FIELD WORKERS TO IMPROVE DATA QUALITY AND COMMUNITY INTERACTION.

e (GREATER TRANSPARENCY THROUGH PUBLIC DASHBOARDS SHARING ASSESSMENT RESULTS.

THESE ADVANCEMENTS COULD FURTHER REFINE THE ASSESSMENT’S ACCURACY AND IMPACT, ENSURING THAT OHIO’S RESOURCE
DISTRIBUTION REMAINS RESPONSIVE AND EQUITABLE.

IN EXAMINING THE OHIO RISE CANS ASSESSMENT, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT ITS MULTIFACETED APPROACH OFFERS VALUABLE
INSIGHTS INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF SOCIAL SERVICE PROVISION. BY BLENDING RIGOROUS DATA ANALYSIS WITH COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION, OHIO SETS A PROGRESSIVE EXAMPLE IN OPTIMIZING AID DISTRIBUTION AND
FOSTERING RESILIENT COMMUNITIES.
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