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Science Speaks Peter Stoner: Exploring the Intersection of Faith and Mathematics

science speaks peter stoner is a phrase that immediately brings to mind the fascinating work of Dr. Peter W.
Stoner, a mathematician and astronomer renowned for his unique approach to validating biblical prophecies
through scientific and statistical methods. His groundbreaking book, *Science Speaks*, published in the mid-20th
century, seeks to bridge the gap between faith and reason by using probability theory to demonstrate the
reliability of the Bible. For anyone curious about how science and religion can complement each other rather
than conflict, Peter Stoner’s work offers a compelling narrative.

The Legacy of Peter Stoner and His Contributions

Peter Stoner was not just a theologian or a religious writer; he was a mathematician and professor with a
sharp analytical mind. He taught mathematics and astronomy at Pasadena City College for many years and
was deeply interested in the intersection of scientific inquiry and spiritual truth. His background gave him the
tools to approach biblical prophecies with an objective lens, applying statistical principles to assess the
likelihood of certain prophetic events occurring by chance.

Who Was Peter Stoner?

Before delving into *Science Speaks*, it’s helpful to understand the man behind the book. Peter Stoner was a
professor, author, and devout Christian who believed that faith and science do not have to be at odds. His
expertise in mathematics and astronomy provided him with a unique perspective to analyze historical and
biblical data quantitatively. Stoner’s work was pioneering because he brought scientific rigor to the study of
religious texts, a method that was relatively uncommon at the time.

The Impact of Science Speaks

*Science Speaks* became influential in Christian apologetics, especially among those seeking evidence-based
reasons to believe in the Bible’s divine inspiration. The book meticulously examines over 600 biblical prophecies
and selects several key prophecies about the life of Jesus Christ to calculate the probabilities of their
simultaneous fulfillment by chance. Stoner’s work has been cited in countless debates, lectures, and discussions
about the intersection of faith and science.

Understanding the Core Premise of Science Speaks Peter Stoner

At the heart of *Science Speaks* is the use of probability theory—a branch of mathematics dealing with the
likelihood of events occurring. Stoner’s methodology involves calculating the odds of one person fulfilling
multiple specific prophecies that were made centuries before their supposed fulfillment.

The Statistical Analysis of Biblical Prophecies

One of Stoner’s most famous examples involves eight particular prophecies concerning the Messiah, such as
being born in Bethlehem, being betrayed by a friend, and being crucified. Stoner estimated the probability of one
person fulfilling all eight prophecies by chance as 1 in 10^17 (1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000). To put this in
perspective, this chance is roughly equivalent to finding one marked atom in the entire visible universe.



Why Probability Matters in Apologetics

By applying probability, Stoner gave believers a tangible, scientific framework to argue that these fulfilled
prophecies could not be mere coincidence. This approach appeals to those who prioritize empirical evidence and
critical thinking, offering a bridge for dialogue between skeptics and believers. It also highlights how scientific
tools can be used to explore ancient texts in new and meaningful ways.

How Science Speaks Peter Stoner Relates to Modern Scientific
Thought

While some critics have questioned the assumptions behind Stoner’s probability calculations, his work
continues to inspire discussions about the compatibility of science and religion. Today’s scientific community
often embraces interdisciplinary studies, and *Science Speaks* fits into this broader context by encouraging a
multidisciplinary approach to understanding truth.

Scientific Method and Religious Texts

Stoner’s approach demonstrates how the scientific method—observation, hypothesis, experimentation, and
conclusion—can be applied outside the traditional laboratory setting. By treating biblical prophecies as
hypotheses to be tested, *Science Speaks* invites readers to examine evidence critically while respecting the
spiritual dimension of the texts.

The Role of Astronomy and Mathematics in Stoner’s Work

Given Stoner’s background, it’s no surprise that astronomy and mathematics play a significant role in his
analysis. For example, he considered historical astronomical events mentioned or alluded to in biblical
narratives, aligning them with recorded history to establish timelines and verify events. His mathematical
expertise allowed him to calculate probabilities with precision, lending credibility to his findings.

Applying Lessons from Science Speaks Peter Stoner Today

For modern readers, *Science Speaks* isn’t just a historical artifact; it offers practical insights into how we
can approach questions of faith and evidence in our own lives. Whether you’re a believer, skeptic, or simply
curious, the principles behind Stoner’s work encourage critical thinking and open-minded exploration.

Integrating Faith and Reason

One of the most valuable takeaways from *Science Speaks* is the possibility of harmonizing faith with reason.
Stoner’s work shows that religious beliefs need not be divorced from scientific inquiry. Instead, the two can
enrich each other, offering a fuller understanding of the world and our place in it.

Encouraging Critical Thinking in Religious Studies

Stoner’s method encourages students and scholars of religion to adopt a more analytical approach. By



applying logical and mathematical tools to sacred texts, one can uncover layers of meaning and evidence that
might otherwise remain hidden. This approach fosters a more nuanced appreciation of religious traditions.

Using Probability to Understand Historical Events

Beyond religious texts, the principles of probability and statistical analysis championed by Stoner can be
applied to other historical and scientific inquiries. Understanding the likelihood of certain events can help
historians, scientists, and researchers draw informed conclusions about the past and present.

Exploring Related Themes and Resources

If you’re intrigued by the themes raised in *Science Speaks*, numerous related topics and resources can deepen
your understanding.

Christian Apologetics: The broader field focused on defending and explaining Christian beliefs using reason
and evidence.

Biblical Prophecy Studies: Scholarly examination of predictions found in the Bible and their historical
fulfillment.

Probability Theory in Historical Analysis: Techniques for applying statistical methods to assess the
likelihood of historical occurrences.

Faith and Science Dialogue: Contemporary discussions about how scientific and religious perspectives can
coexist harmoniously.

Exploring these areas can offer new perspectives on how scientific principles enhance our understanding of
religious texts and vice versa.

---

Peter Stoner’s *Science Speaks* remains a fascinating example of how intellectual curiosity and faith can
converge. By employing mathematics and scientific reasoning, Stoner opened doors for many to reconsider the
Bible’s prophetic nature not merely as spiritual lore but as a document with measurable, testable claims.
Whether you approach it from a scientific or theological standpoint, *Science Speaks* invites you to ponder
the remarkable interplay between the seen and unseen, the empirical and the transcendent.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Stoner and what is he known for?

Peter Stoner was a mathematician and professor known for his work in Christian apologetics, particularly for
applying probability theory to biblical prophecies in his book 'Science Speaks.'

What is the main premise of Peter Stoner's book 'Science Speaks'?

The main premise of 'Science Speaks' is to demonstrate the reliability of the Bible by using mathematics and
probability to analyze the fulfillment of biblical prophecies, especially those concerning Jesus Christ.



How does Peter Stoner use probability in 'Science Speaks'?

Peter Stoner uses probability theory to calculate the odds of multiple biblical prophecies being fulfilled by a
single individual, arguing that the likelihood of such occurrences happening by chance is astronomically low.

What are some key biblical prophecies analyzed in 'Science Speaks'?

Key prophecies analyzed include the birthplace of the Messiah in Bethlehem, the manner of His death, His lineage
from King David, and the timing of His arrival, among others.

Why is 'Science Speaks' considered influential in Christian apologetics?

'Science Speaks' is influential because it provides a scientific and mathematical approach to defending the
authenticity of biblical prophecies, appealing to skeptics and believers alike.

Has 'Science Speaks' been updated or revised since its original publication?

Yes, 'Science Speaks' has been revised and updated over the years to include modern scientific insights and to
clarify its arguments for contemporary readers.

What impact did Peter Stoner's work have on the discussion of science and
religion?

Peter Stoner's work helped bridge the gap between science and religion by using scientific methods to support
religious claims, encouraging dialogue and further study in the field of Christian apologetics.

Where can one find or purchase 'Science Speaks' by Peter Stoner?

'Science Speaks' can be found in many Christian bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and some libraries; it is
also available in digital formats on various platforms.

Additional Resources
Science Speaks Peter Stoner: An Analytical Review of Its Scientific and Historical Claims

science speaks peter stoner is a phrase that frequently arises in discussions about the intersection of science
and biblical prophecy. Peter Stoner, a mathematician and professor, is best known for his book "Science Speaks,"
which attempts to apply probabilistic and statistical analysis to the prophecies found in the Bible. This work,
first published in the mid-20th century, has sparked considerable debate among scholars, theologians, and
scientists alike. In this article, we will explore the foundations of Stoner’s arguments, scrutinize the scientific
credibility of his methods, and assess the broader implications of "Science Speaks" within both academic and
religious communities.

Understanding the Premise of Science Speaks

Peter Stoner’s "Science Speaks" aims to demonstrate that certain biblical prophecies about the life and death
of Jesus Christ are so statistically improbable that their fulfillment validates the divine inspiration of the
scriptures. The cornerstone of Stoner’s approach is his use of probability theory to estimate the likelihood of
multiple prophecies being fulfilled by chance.

Stoner focuses on specific prophecies—such as the birthplace of Jesus, the betrayal price, and the manner of his
death—and calculates the odds of these prophecies coincidentally aligning with historical events. For



instance, he famously calculated that the probability of just eight major prophecies about Jesus being fulfilled
by one individual is approximately 1 in 10^17. This astronomical figure is intended to persuade readers of the
supernatural origin of these predictions.

Methodology and Statistical Analysis

Stoner’s methodology involves identifying discrete prophecies, assigning probabilities to each based on
historical and textual data, and then multiplying these probabilities to derive a cumulative chance of
fulfillment. This multiplicative process assumes that each prophecy is independent of the others, a critical
point that has attracted both support and criticism.

The statistical approach in "Science Speaks" is notable for its pioneering attempt to bring empirical rigor to
theological claims. Stoner, a respected mathematician, utilized principles common in probability theory, such as
the multiplication rule for independent events. However, the determination of the individual probabilities—such
as the likelihood of Jesus being born in Bethlehem—largely depends on subjective historical interpretation,
making the calculations less scientifically objective than they might initially appear.

Critical Examination of the Claims

While "Science Speaks" has been influential within Christian apologetics, its scientific validity and historical
accuracy require careful scrutiny.

Strengths of Stoner’s Approach

Interdisciplinary Analysis: Stoner’s work bridges mathematics, history, and theology, encouraging
dialogue between disciplines that often remain isolated.

Quantification of Prophecy Fulfillment: By using statistical methods, Stoner provides a framework to
discuss prophecy in a measurable way, appealing to logically minded audiences.

Educational Value: The book introduces readers to basic principles of probability and statistics within
a familiar cultural context.

Limitations and Controversies

Subjectivity in Probability Assignment: The probabilities assigned to individual prophecies are often based
on interpretative assumptions rather than empirical data, undermining the objectivity of the results.

Assumption of Independence: Many critics argue that biblical prophecies are not independent events, as
they may be related or derived from common sources within the text.

Historical Context: Some scholars contend that the prophecies were written or edited after the events
occurred, which would invalidate the premise of predictive fulfillment.

Selective Use of Prophecies: Stoner selects specific prophecies that align well with historical facts,
potentially ignoring others that do not fit as neatly.



Science Speaks Peter Stoner in Modern Context

The legacy of "Science Speaks" continues to influence contemporary apologetics and debates regarding the
reliability of biblical prophecy. Its approach has inspired similar works attempting to quantify religious claims
using scientific methods.

Comparison with Contemporary Apologetics

Modern apologists often use more sophisticated statistical tools and historical-critical methods to build
upon or critique Stoner’s work. While the basic premise remains influential, there is greater awareness today of
the complexities involved in assigning probabilities to historical and religious events.

Impact on the Dialogue Between Science and Faith

"Science Speaks" serves as a notable example of efforts to reconcile scientific reasoning with faith-based
claims. It invites both believers and skeptics to engage in a discussion that respects mathematical principles
while grappling with historical and theological nuances.

Final Thoughts on Science Speaks Peter Stoner

The work of Peter Stoner and his book "Science Speaks" represent a bold attempt to apply scientific thinking to
questions traditionally reserved for theology and philosophy. While his probabilistic calculations have been
influential and serve as a useful tool in apologetics, the subjective nature of some assumptions and the
challenges in verifying historical data highlight the need for careful interpretation.

For those interested in the dialogue between science and religion, "Science Speaks" remains a compelling, though
controversial, contribution. Its influence persists in encouraging critical thinking, statistical literacy, and
interdisciplinary inquiry around some of the most profound questions concerning prophecy and belief.

Science Speaks Peter Stoner
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provide clear and thoughtful responses to the tough questions seekers are most likely to
ask—questions such as... Hasn't evolution proved that Genesis is wrong? Isn't the Bible filled with
historical and scientific errors? What evidence is there that Jesus rose from the dead? Focused on
topics related to the Bible, Jesus Christ, and creation, this powerful resource deals head-on with
false assumptions and frequent misconceptions people have. And it's based on more than 30 years of
apologetics research and ministry to unbelievers. A superb tool for helping readers know how to
share their faith with confidence! Formerly titled Ready with an Answer.
  science speaks peter stoner: The Debaters of This Age Steven H Propp, 2019-02-05 It is
June 2018 as an unusual group of scholars, professors, lecturers, and students gather in a California
hotel. They are all attendees of an Apologetics conference intended to join qualified representatives
of Christian, Deist, and Atheist thought for a two-week, no-holds-barred debate and discussion of
their respective positions that will ultimately be included in a book published after the conference.
Evangelical Christianity is represented by advocates of Evidentialist and Presuppositionalist
approaches to Apologetics. Catholicism, liberal Christianity, and Deism are also well-supported. The
Atheist perspective is advocated by a polemical author and a college professor notorious for
attacking the views of his Christian students. As the participants argue over controversial issues
such as cosmology, evolution, The Bible, historical evidence for Jesus, the resurrection, biblical
prophecies, and the problem of evil, intellectual fireworks result. But what will result when such a
volatile and eclectic group is placed face-to-face for more than two weeks? The Debaters of this Age
is the tale of what happens inside a California hotel in 2018 when a group of intellectuals gather to
vigorously discuss the religious issues of our time.
  science speaks peter stoner: Jesus Christus: Die wahre Geschichte Gute Nachrichten,
2020-11-04 Millionen von bekennenden Christen kennen den wahren Jesus Christus der Bibel nicht.
Stattdessen kennen sie nur den Jesus des abgewandelten Christentums unserer Zeit. Wer war Jesus
wirklich? Was wissen Sie über den wahren Jesus der Heiligen Schrift?
  science speaks peter stoner: Religionskritische Schriften C. R. Schletter, 2021-09-03 Dies
ist ein Kompendium früherer kritischer Werke über Religion etc. Es betrifft das Christentum, das
Judentum und das Mormonentum sowie ein modernes esoterisches Thema. Dies ist eher ein privates
Buch zur Archivierung meiner früheren Ansichten (also vor 2000, d.h. noch in alter
Rechtschreibung).
  science speaks peter stoner: Evidence for the Bible Elgin L. Hushbeck Jr., 2007-01-31 The
first volume in the Consider Christianity series discusses the evidence for the inspiration and
reliability of the Bible, and deals with objections. Hushbeck invites dialogue on this key issue of the
Christian faith. (Christian)
  science speaks peter stoner: Consider Christianity Elgin L. Hushbeck, Jr., 2005-06 In its
first edition, Consider Christianity by Elgin L. Hushbeck, Jr. presented a basic defense of the
Christian faith suitable for use by the thoughtful layman or the clergyman in need of answers to key
questions about the reasons for faith. In this new edition from Energion Publications, he has
reorganized and expanded the material, and divided it into two volumes. This volume is the first and
deals with the Bible, its inspiration and authority. Hushbeck presents the evidence clearly, leading
the reader to a clear understanding of how the Bible was produced, and why it can be taken as a
reliable foundation for Christian faith.
  science speaks peter stoner: Evidence that Demands a Verdict, eBook Josh McDowell,
1999-10-13 Among important books in the defense of Christianity, this one has few equals. Evidence
That Demands a Verdict is an easy-to-read, front-line defense for Christians facing the tough
questions of critics and skeptics. Using secular evidences and other historical sources, Josh
McDowell's faith-building book is a must read for every Christian.
  science speaks peter stoner: What If the Bible Had Never Been Written? D. James Kennedy,
Jerry Newcombe, 2008-01-01 But the Bible, more than any other book, is also the most maligned on
the market. Many of the cities of our culture dismiss the Word of God. In What If the Bible Had
Never Been Written?, D. James Kennedy and Jerry Newcombe show that this collection of books was



indeed the inspiration for almost all of the great explorers, scientists, writers, artists, politicians, and
educators the world has ever known. That such a book, which has influenced so many and stood the
test of time for so long, is dismissed as folklore or myth, just goes to show what extremes
nonbelievers will go to rationalize their behavior. From the Ten Commandments, which many of our
laws and government are based upon, to the Golden Rule, a verse taken straight out of the New
Testament, to many of today's most common phrases and expressions...there is no doubt as to the
influence the Bible has on everyone, in some degree, every day. What If the Bible Had Never Been
Written? provides a well-documented and in-depth look at the impact the Book of Books has had on
humanity, pointing to specific areas in today's society that would not be as they are now, if it were
not for the Bible.
  science speaks peter stoner: Scientists Who Believe Eric Barrett, David Fisher, 1984-04-08
Here are the stories of scientists, both men and women, who have achieved career fulfillment in the
sciences, yet found further fulfillment through faith in Jesus Christ.
  science speaks peter stoner: Don't Check Your Brains at the Door Josh McDowell, Bob
Hostetler, 2011-08-01 “Seven in 10 Protestants ages 18 to 30—both evangelical and mainline—who
went to church regularly in high school said they quit attending by age 23, according to the survey
by LifeWay Research.” (USA Today) Don’t Check Your Brains at the Door gives teens answers that
make sense, even for the toughest of questions. Internationally known defender of the faith Josh
McDowell and co-author Bob Hostetler offer clarity laced with humor to expose common myths
about God, the Bible, religion, and life to show how Christianity stands up to the test of fact and
reason. Teens will be better equipped to stick with their faith as they begin to understand why they
believe and why it’s important to make a lifetime commitment to Christ and the church.
  science speaks peter stoner: S.G.E.B. 2nd Edition Steve J. Williams, 2009-08-14 The
information age has begotten turmoil. It seems that the more information we have, the less peace
the average person has. To many, as impression has developed that modern science has disproven
the existence of the metaphysical realm, and doomed us to a sterile, pointless wandering in the
widerness of minutiae. This couldn't be further from the truth! A reasonably skeptical look at
modern philosophy, science, archeology and history point overwhelmingly in a single direction, and
the truth that it points to is blissful and eternal.
  science speaks peter stoner: The Comprehensive Guide to Apologetics Joseph M. Holden,
2022-01-11 A must-read for anyone who seeks to share the gospel and defend the faith!” —Josh
McDowell “Crucial to the next generation of missionaries and apologetic evangelists.” —Norman L.
Geisler In a postmodern, post-truth society, how can we be certain our faith is based on more than
our feelings? And how do we answer the complex questions about Christianity posed by skeptics and
searchers alike? The Comprehensive Guide to Apologetics challenges you to understand and defend
the tenets of your faith. This informative resource covers topics spanning from the evidence for the
Bible’s reliability, to the relationship between science and faith, to the comparisons between
Christianity and other worldviews. The many contributors to this volume include respected
apologists and Bible scholars such as…Norman L. GeislerJosh McDowellGary R. HabermasWalter C.
Kaiser Jr.Ron RhodesEdwin M. YamauchiJohn Warwick MontgomeryWilliam A. DembskiRandy
AlcornStephen C. MeyerRandall PriceEd Hindson Essential reading for every Christian, The
Comprehensive Guide to Apologetics will equip you with the knowledge and confidence to testify for
your faith with compassion, intention, and Christlike wisdom.
  science speaks peter stoner: Exploring Genesis John Phillips, 2001-09-01 John Phillips writes
with enthusiasm and clarity, . . . cutting through the confusion and heretical dangers associated with
Bible interpretation. —Moody Magazine
  science speaks peter stoner: Three Raptures Ty Lamb, 2007-10
  science speaks peter stoner: Discovering the Miracle of the Scarlet Thread in Every
Book of the Bible Richard Booker, 2009-11-28 Yes you can understand the Bible! Discovering the
Miracle of the Scarlet Thread in Every Book of the Bible takes the mystery and confusion out of the
Bible and makes God s Word come alive with new insights and a fresh excitement that will have you



searching for more. Dr. Richard Booker unveils the mysteries and secrets of the Bible by explaining
its master theme, and then reveals a simple plan so you can discover God s personal revelation for
yourself. The author provides Exciting biblical background, An interesting survey of each book in the
Bible, Each book s master theme, Practical principles, forms, and guidelines for your own
life-enriching Bible study. The sometimes hard-to-understand teachings of Jesus in their original
culture and context come alive and become real through discovering the miracle of the scarlet
thread. Then Jesus began to explain everything which had been written in the Scriptures about
Him.Jesus started with the books of Moses and then He talked about what the prophets had written
about Him (Luke 24:27 PEB). This book about the Bible will change the way you think about His
Word His life-changing and eternal Word.
  science speaks peter stoner: God's Outrageous Claims Lee Strobel, 2005 Examining
important assertions that can transform your life into an adventure of faith, growth, and lasting
fulfilment, this work shows how to relate to others with authenticity, and make a real difference in
the midst of a culture that's unravelling at the seams.
  science speaks peter stoner: Jesus Lives Shirley Mitchell, 2009-06 Are you confident in your
faith that Jesus is the Son of God? Or do you want to know Him even more? Do you want to discover
new things, unveil mysteries, and deepen your understanding of your Savior? How did Jesus of
Nazareth change the lives of the people He encountered and impact mankind, generation after
generation, unlike no other person in history? Why did four fishermen lay down their nets and leave
everything to follow Him? Why did Matthew change from a tax collector hated by Jewish society to a
faithful disciple who targeted his Gospel for the Jews? How did John change from a disciple who
desired greatness to a man who wouldn't write his own name in his Gospel? What was it like to hear
Jesus teach or to recognize Jesus' voice? How would you have handled the night of terror in the
garden, His arrest, trial, and then crucifixion? To answer these questions, Jesus Lives spans the life
of Christ from the beginning (John 1:2) to His birth, through His life on earth as Rabbi, Miracle
Worker, Storyteller, Jewish Messiah, and Passover Lamb, and that He is our Covenant Partner and
Coming King, and much more. This study is for you to have a fresh revelation of Jesus, to get your
identity through Christ, to develop intimacy with God, and to worship Him passionately! Join the
adventure of Jesus Lives! This 10-week in-depth, interactive study includes daily assignments and 11
weekly video sessions, portions of which were taped in Israel and Egypt, the two countries where
Jesus lived. Shirley Mitchell has a passion for people to be transformed by knowing God through His
Word. She has served God as a women's ministry leader and a Bible study leader in Lexington,
Kentucky.
  science speaks peter stoner: Yours or Mine? Jens Brakenhoff, 2017-12 If I were to ask you
What do you want your life to look like? What would be your response? Possibly a nice house,
spouse, a couple kids and a great job to put bread on the table. Now what if I were to tell you that
God wants nothing less, but abundantly more for your life? In reality, He took your desires into
account when He wrote your story and orchestrated your purpose. But instead of simply giving you
the same life you have in mind, He took the ideas, amplified them, and created a life He longs to
show you how to live out. Regardless of where this book finds you, whether you're going through a
rough time, have a deep relationship with Jesus, or don't even have a relationship with Him at all,
this book will offer a fresh perspective on who He really is, who you are, and the life He has in store
for you.
  science speaks peter stoner: Is Christianity True? Jonathan Menn, 2024-10-29 Is
Christianity True? is an excellent resource for twenty-first-century Christians and non-Christians
who want to investigate the truth-claims of Christianity. This book tackles the most important issues
in a clear and compelling way. Part 1 looks at the trustworthiness of the Bible and at Jesus Christ,
who claimed to be God incarnate. He verified his claim by his fulfillment of prophecy and his
resurrection from the dead. Part 2 shows that the great alternative to Christianity—the belief that
there is no God or supernatural realm and that the universe and all that exists do so simply by
natural forces—not only is false but is impossible. Part 3 deals with perhaps the greatest challenge



to Christianity, the “problem of evil,” i.e., if God is all knowing, all powerful, and all good, then why
is there so much evil in the world? The book does not shy away from discussing up-to-date scientific
knowledge and shows how this knowledge actually confirms the claims of Christianity. This book is a
clear, yet challenging, explanation of the biblical, historical, philosophical, and scientific evidence
which shows that, indeed, Christianity is true.
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