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Gospel of John Questions and Answers: Exploring the Depths of This Unique Biblical Book

gospel of john questions and answers serve as a valuable tool for anyone seeking to understand
one of the most profound and theologically rich books of the New Testament. Unlike the synoptic
gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—the Gospel of John offers a distinctive perspective on the life,
ministry, and divinity of Jesus Christ. This makes it a fascinating subject for both casual readers and
scholars alike. In this article, we will dive into essential gospel of john questions and answers,
uncovering key themes, characters, and teachings that make this gospel stand out.

Understanding the Gospel of John: Key Questions and
Answers

Before delving into specific questions, it’s helpful to grasp what sets the Gospel of John apart. Written
traditionally by John the Apostle, this gospel focuses heavily on the identity of Jesus as the Word of
God made flesh and emphasizes his divine nature through signs and discourses.

What Is the Main Theme of the Gospel of John?

One of the most common gospel of john questions and answers revolves around its central theme.
The main theme is the divinity of Jesus Christ. John explicitly portrays Jesus as God incarnate,
emphasizing belief in Him as the pathway to eternal life. This gospel opens with the famous prologue:

> “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1)

This sets the theological tone for the whole book.

How Does John’s Gospel Differ from the Synoptic Gospels?

A frequently asked question involves the differences between John and the other gospels. Unlike
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which often focus on Jesus’ parables and his kingdom teachings, John
highlights Jesus’ identity through miraculous signs and lengthy theological discourses. For example,
John contains the “I Am” statements—declarations by Jesus such as “I am the bread of life” and “I am
the resurrection and the life”—which are unique to this gospel and underscore his divine nature.

Exploring Key Characters and Events Through Gospel
of John Questions and Answers



Who Are the Main Characters in the Gospel of John?

Understanding the cast of characters helps readers grasp the narrative flow. Alongside Jesus, several
figures play pivotal roles:

John the Baptist: The forerunner who testifies about Jesus as the Lamb of God.

Nicodemus: A Pharisee who visits Jesus by night to learn about being born again (John 3).

Mary Magdalene: One of the first witnesses to the resurrection.

Thomas: Known for doubting Jesus’ resurrection until he sees the wounds.

Pontius Pilate: The Roman governor who questions Jesus but ultimately authorizes his
crucifixion.

Understanding the interactions between these characters and Jesus often emerges in gospel of john
questions and answers discussions.

What Are the Seven Signs in the Gospel of John?

John’s gospel is structured around seven miraculous signs that reveal Jesus’ glory and identity. These
signs are often the focus of study and reflection:

Turning water into wine at Cana (John 2:1-11)1.

Healing the royal official’s son (John 4:46-54)2.

Healing the paralytic at Bethesda (John 5:1-15)3.

Feeding the 5,000 (John 6:5-14)4.

Walking on water (John 6:16-21)5.

Healing the man born blind (John 9:1-7)6.

Raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-44)7.

Each sign not only demonstrates Jesus’ power but also points to deeper spiritual truths, such as faith,
rebirth, and eternal life.



Delving into Theological Questions and Spiritual
Insights

What Does John Teach About Eternal Life?

A central gospel of john questions and answers topic is eternal life. John’s gospel presents eternal life
not just as a future promise but as a present reality for believers. Jesus says, “I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:28). This assurance
highlights the intimate and lasting relationship between Jesus and his followers.

How Does the Gospel of John Explain the Concept of Being
“Born Again”?

The conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3 is one of the most profound theological
dialogues in the Bible. Nicodemus is puzzled when Jesus tells him, “No one can see the kingdom of
God unless they are born again” (John 3:3). The answer lies in spiritual rebirth through the Holy Spirit,
a concept that emphasizes transformation from within rather than external religious observance.

Why Are the “I Am” Statements Important?

Jesus uses seven “I Am” statements in this gospel, each revealing an aspect of his divine identity and
mission:

I am the bread of life (John 6:35)

I am the light of the world (John 8:12)

I am the door (John 10:9)

I am the good shepherd (John 10:11)

I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)

I am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6)

I am the true vine (John 15:1)

These declarations link Jesus directly to God’s self-identification in the Old Testament, underscoring
his divine authority.



Practical Applications of Gospel of John Questions and
Answers

How Can Readers Apply the Teachings of the Gospel of John
Today?

Many gospel of john questions and answers focus on practical spiritual growth. For modern readers,
the gospel encourages faith and trust in Jesus as the foundation for life’s purpose and hope. The
emphasis on love, as seen in Jesus’ command to “love one another” (John 13:34), challenges believers
to live out their faith in community.

What Does the Gospel of John Say About the Role of the Holy
Spirit?

Towards the end of the gospel, Jesus promises the coming of the Holy Spirit, referred to as the
Advocate or Comforter (John 14:16-17). The Spirit’s role is to guide believers into truth and empower
them for mission. This assurance is a source of comfort and strength for Christians navigating life’s
challenges.

Common Misunderstandings Clarified Through Gospel
of John Questions and Answers

Is the Gospel of John Historical or Theological?

A question often raised is whether John’s gospel is historical or primarily theological. The answer is
that it is both. While John includes historical events, his purpose is to reveal deeper spiritual truths
about Jesus’ identity. This dual focus enriches the text and invites readers to engage both the mind
and heart.

Why Does the Gospel of John Include Different Stories Than
the Other Gospels?

John’s gospel includes unique stories such as Jesus turning water into wine and the raising of Lazarus.
These narratives serve to illustrate Jesus’ divine power and compassion in ways that complement the
synoptic gospels. Understanding this helps readers appreciate the fullness of Jesus’ story across all
four gospels.

---



Exploring gospel of john questions and answers opens up a rich tapestry of theological insights and
personal reflections. Whether you are studying for academic purposes, personal growth, or group
discussion, the Gospel of John invites you to encounter Jesus in a deeply transformative way. Its
unique portrayal encourages believers to move beyond surface-level understanding and embrace the
profound mystery of God made flesh.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the Gospel of John?
The main theme of the Gospel of John is the divinity of Jesus Christ and the belief in Him as the Son of
God who brings eternal life to believers.

How does the Gospel of John differ from the Synoptic Gospels?
The Gospel of John differs from the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) by focusing more on
the spiritual and theological aspects of Jesus' identity, using symbolic language, and including unique
miracles and discourses not found in the others.

Who is traditionally believed to be the author of the Gospel of
John?
The Gospel of John is traditionally attributed to John the Apostle, one of Jesus' twelve disciples, often
referred to as the 'beloved disciple.'

What is the significance of the 'I am' statements in the Gospel
of John?
The 'I am' statements in John (e.g., 'I am the bread of life,' 'I am the light of the world') reveal Jesus'
divine identity and mission, echoing God's self-identification in the Old Testament and emphasizing
His role as the source of spiritual life.

Why is the prologue of the Gospel of John important?
The prologue (John 1:1-18) is important because it introduces Jesus as the Word (Logos) who existed
from the beginning, is divine, and became flesh, establishing the foundation for the entire Gospel's
message about Jesus' nature and mission.

What role do miracles play in the Gospel of John?
Miracles in the Gospel of John serve as signs that reveal Jesus' divine power and authority,
strengthening faith in Him as the Son of God and illustrating spiritual truths.

How does the Gospel of John emphasize the concept of eternal



life?
The Gospel of John emphasizes eternal life as a present and future reality given to those who believe
in Jesus, highlighting that faith in Him leads to a relationship with God that transcends physical death.

Additional Resources
Gospel of John Questions and Answers: An Analytical Exploration

gospel of john questions and answers provide a vital gateway for both scholars and lay readers
to delve deeply into one of the most theologically rich and narratively unique books of the New
Testament. Unlike the synoptic gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—the Gospel of John offers a
distinctive portrayal of Jesus Christ, emphasizing His divinity, the concept of eternal life, and the
intimate relationship between Jesus and God the Father. Engaging with targeted questions and
answers about this gospel not only enhances comprehension but also facilitates meaningful spiritual
reflection and academic inquiry.

The exploration of gospel of john questions and answers is essential for understanding its theological
nuances, historical context, and literary style. Whether readers seek clarity on complex theological
themes, narrative structure, or the historical accuracy of events described within, this question-and-
answer framework serves as an effective pedagogical tool. This article unpacks key investigative
topics concerning the Gospel of John, integrating relevant keywords such as "Johannine literature,"
"Jesus' divinity," "signs and miracles," and "theological themes in John," all while maintaining a
balanced and professional tone.

Understanding the Gospel of John: Core Themes and
Distinctions

The Gospel of John stands apart due to its unique theological emphasis and literary style. It is often
considered a mature theological reflection on the life and mission of Jesus Christ, composed later than
the synoptic gospels. One of the primary gospel of john questions and answers revolves around the
nature of Jesus’ identity as presented in the text.

What Distinguishes the Gospel of John from the Synoptic
Gospels?

Unlike the synoptic gospels, which focus on the Kingdom of God and Jesus' parables, the Gospel of
John highlights Jesus as the incarnate Word of God (Logos) and emphasizes His divine nature. This is
evident in the prologue (John 1:1-18), where Jesus is described as pre-existent and co-eternal with
God. Additionally, John’s gospel contains fewer miracle stories but labels them as "signs," each with
profound symbolic meaning pointing to Jesus' divine authority.



How Does the Gospel of John Portray Jesus’ Divinity?

This question taps into one of the gospel's most significant theological claims. John's narrative
explicitly identifies Jesus as God incarnate, a concept foundational to Christian doctrine. Statements
such as “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30) and “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58)
underscore the gospel’s emphasis on Jesus’ divine identity. The gospel’s detailed account of Jesus’ “I
am” sayings serves to reinforce this portrayal, linking Jesus to the divine name revealed in the Old
Testament.

Key Gospel of John Questions and Answers on
Theological Concepts

Exploring theological questions related to the Gospel of John reveals the depth of its spiritual
message. These questions often address the nature of salvation, eternal life, and the role of the Holy
Spirit, reflecting the gospel’s unique contributions to Christian theology.

What Is the Role of Faith in the Gospel of John?

Faith is central to the Johannine message. The gospel repeatedly emphasizes belief in Jesus as the
pathway to eternal life. For example, John 3:16 famously declares, “For God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” This
emphasis on faith contrasts with the synoptics’ more action-oriented faith, focusing instead on
relational trust in Jesus' divine nature and mission.

How Does the Gospel of John Describe Eternal Life?

Eternal life is not merely a future promise but a present reality for believers according to John’s
gospel. It is described as a quality of life characterized by intimate knowledge of God
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These classic questions and answers are all the understanding of God’s chosen people regarding
their experiences of the truth of God’s words, and they all come from the illumination and
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. They are all in line with the truth, and not only can they resolve the
questions and notions of those who seek the truth and investigate the true way, but they are also
wonderful reference materials for God’s chosen people to equip themselves with the truth and bear
witness to the work of God.
  gospel of john questions and answers: The harmony of the Gospels displayed, in
questions and answers [by E. Douglas]. Ed. by a clergyman of the Church of England E.
Douglas, 1851
  gospel of john questions and answers: 101 Questions and Answers on the Bible Raymond E.
Brown, 2003-09 A noted biblical scholar's concise responses to a wide range of the questions most
frequently posed to him about the Bible. +
  gospel of john questions and answers: Your Bible Questions Answered Douglas A. Jacoby,
2011-08-01 Douglas Jacoby, international teacher for more than 25 years and author of Compelling
Evidence for God and the Bible, believes that pursuing answers about the Bible and God’s truth is a
healthy part of a thriving faith. In this encouraging book, he helps readers by tackling the questions
they may be too timid or intimidated to ask others. With vast biblical knowledge and godly insight,
Jacoby presents concise, straightforward answers to intriguing questions, such as, What do we mean
when we say the Bible is inspired? Can a person believe in both evolution and the Bible? Is the Bible
chauvinistic? Did ancient humans really live for hundreds of years as mentioned in Genesis? How
can we understand the Trinity? This extensive, fascinating examination of the Bible is ideal for new
Christians and longtime believers who desire a solid foundation from which to grow and share their
faith.
  gospel of john questions and answers: The Handy Christianity Answer Book Stephen A.
Werner, 2019-03-01 Engaging answers to common questions on the history, beliefs, practices and
what it means to be a Christian. What does it mean to be a Christian? What is the core of the faith?
What does it mean to follow the gospel? What is the significance of the rites, rituals, and symbols of
Christianity, such as baptism and the crucifix? Who was Jesus Christ and what was His life like? How
did Christianity start, spread, and grow? What are the differences—and similarities—between
Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Protestantism? How did Christianity influence art,
architecture, music, and movies? The Handy Christianity Answer Book provides detailed descriptions
of the teachings of Jesus, Christian beliefs about Jesus, ceremonies, symbols, rituals, observations,
customs, leaders, and organization of the world’s largest religion. It clearly and eloquently explains
how different Christians think and delves into the richness of the Christian tradition. This engaging,
user-friendly primer looks at the significance of the Bible, Jesus, the Apostles, the Trinity, the
Eucharist, historical schisms, divisions among different denominations, worship, sacraments, prayer,
and much more. This important reference answers nearly 900 questions and offers fun facts that
cover Christian history, religious practices, and cultural perspectives, including ... Who is a
Christian? Why are there so many different kinds of Christians? Do the Dead Sea Scrolls tell us
anything about Jesus? What language did Jesus speak? What are the last words spoken by Jesus?
What is the style of the teachings of Jesus? What did Jesus say about loving one’s enemies? Did Jesus
have brothers? Who was John the Baptist? What are the basic beliefs of Mainline Christians? What is
the Nicene Creed? What does Jesus have to do with the way our years are numbered? What is the
Christian belief in an immortal soul? Is Heaven up and Hell down? Are there other kinds of angels
besides angels and archangels? What is the devil? What were the Crusades? What was the Black
Death? Who was Joan of Arc? Why is Martin Luther so important? What was Henry VIII of England’s
role in changing Christianity? What is the Salvation Army? Who was Pere Jacques Marquette? What
are the Gothic cathedrals? Why was the artist Michelangelo important to Christians? Why do most
churches have organs? What is the earliest major film about Jesus? What are the Catholic
Sacraments? What is the Jesus Seminar? What is the largest statue of Jesus? What is the story
behind Our Lady of Guadalupe? This information-rich book also provides a historic timeline, a



glossary of commonly used terms, and a bibliography help further exploration of the world’s largest
religion. A perfect companion for anyone seeking a better understanding of Christianity.
  gospel of john questions and answers: Solutions to Thirty-Eight Questions Hildegard of
Bingen, 2014-04-25 Perhaps the least studied of Hildegard of Bingen’s writings, Solutions to
Thirty-Eight Questions is translated in this volume into English for the first time from the original
Latin. In this work of exegesis, Hildegard (1098–1179) resolves thorny passages of Scripture,
theological questions, and two issues in hagiographic texts. Solutions to Thirty-Eight Questions joins
Hildegard’s Homilies on the Gospels, which were directed to her nuns, as evidence of the seer’s
exegetical writing as well as her authority as an exegete. The twelfth-century saint wrote in standard
genres of exegesis—homilies and solutiones—and her interpretations of Scripture were widely
sought, including by male audiences.
  gospel of john questions and answers: The Epistemological Basis for Belief according to
John's Gospel David A. Redelings, 2011-09-23 This book, a revision of the author's dissertation,
describes the grounds on which knowledge about God is possible according to the Gospel of John. In
response to modern questions and doubts about the possibility of religious knowledge, John's
answers are identified and illuminated using standard historical method. A major part of this
investigation is spent showing that, for readers of all persuasions, it is clear that certain parts of
John's Gospel were never intended as either fiction or metaphor. From these parts, the basis on
which John thinks that people can have religious knowledge is inferred and described.
  gospel of john questions and answers: John's Transformation of Mark Eve-Marie Becker,
Helen K. Bond, Catrin H. Williams, 2021-02-25 John's Transformation of Mark brings together a cast
of internationally recognised biblical scholars to investigate the relationship between the gospels of
Mark and John. In a significant break with the prevailing view that the two gospels represent
independent traditions, the contributors all argue that John both knew and used the earlier gospel.
Drawing on recent analytical categories such as social memory, 'secondary orality,' or 'relecture,'
and ancient literary genres such as 'rewritten Bible' and bioi, the central questions that drive this
volume focus on how John used Mark, whether we should speak of 'dependence,' 'familiarity with,' or
'reception,' and whether John intended his work to be a supplement or a replacement of Mark.
Together these chapters mount a strong case for a reassessment of one of the key tenets of modern
biblical criticism, and open up significant new avenues for further research.
  gospel of john questions and answers: Feasting on the Gospels: Chapters 1-9 Cynthia A.
Jarvis, E. Elizabeth Johnson, 2015-01-01 Feasting on the Gospels follows up on the success of the
Feasting on the Word series with all new material on the most prominent and preached-on New
Testament books, the four Gospels. With contributions from a diverse and respected group of
scholars and pastors, Feasting on the Gospels covers every single passage in the Gospels, making it
suitable for both lectionary and nonlectionary use. Moreover, these volumes incorporate the unique
format of Feasting on the Word, with four perspectives for preachers to choose from for each Gospel
passage: theological, pastoral, exegetical, and homiletical.
  gospel of john questions and answers: The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Apocrypha
Andrew F. Gregory, Christopher Mark Tuckett, Tobias Nicklas, 2015 The Oxford Handbook of Early
Christian Apocrypha addresses issues and themes that arise in the study of early Christian
apocryphal literature. It discusses key texts including the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Mary, the
Gospel of Peter, letters attributed to Paul, Peter, and Jesus, and acts and apocalypses written about
or attributed to different apostles. Part One consists of authoritative surveys of the main branches of
apocryphal literature (gospels, acts, epistles, apocalypses, and related literature) and Part Two
considers key issues that they raise. These include their contribution to our understanding of
developing theological understandings of Jesus, the apostles and other important figures such as
Mary. It also addresses the value of these texts as potential sources for knowledge of the historical
Jesus, and for debates about Jewish-Christian relations, the practice of Christian worship, and
developing understandings of asceticism, gender and sexuality, etc. The volume also considers
questions such as which ancient readers read early Christian apocrypha, their place in Christian



spirituality, and their place in contemporary popular culture and contemporary theological
discourse.
  gospel of john questions and answers: Questions Jesus Asked Leader Guide Magrey deVega,
2023-04-04 What does Jesus want to know about us? Jesus was fond of asking questions, many of
which cut right to the heart of what it means to be human. Why are you terrified? What do you live
for? Who do you say that I am? In Questions Jesus Asked, author Magrey deVega explores six of the
most provocative questions Jesus posed to others and guides us in answering them for ourselves.
Asking these questions takes courage. Not only do they reveal what Jesus really cares about, they
open a window into our hearts. We all have questions for God, but growth happens when we turn
things around and ask what Jesus wants to know about us. When we dare to raise them, these
questions bring us a fuller appreciation for the wisdom, power, and presence of God in our lives. Are
you willing to step out in faith? Are you ready to answer the questions Jesus asked? The Leader
Guide contains everything needed to guide a group through the six-week study, including session
plans, activities, discussion questions, and multiple format options. Additional components include
the book, Questions Jesus Asked, and video teaching sessions featuring Magrey deVega, making this
perfect as a group study throughout the year.
  gospel of john questions and answers: Corpus Hermeticum XIII and Early Christian
Literature William C. Grese, 2023-08-21
  gospel of john questions and answers: Questions on the four Gospels (Acts of the
Apostles, Epistle to the Romans, First epistle to the Corinthians, Epistle to the Hebrews).
Albert Barnes, 1852
  gospel of john questions and answers: Answers to Gospel Questions Joseph Fielding Smith,
1966
  gospel of john questions and answers: Questions on the four Gospels Albert Barnes, 1842
  gospel of john questions and answers: The Ultimate Bible Fact and Quiz Book Martin
Manser, 2018-06-26 The Ultimate Bible Fact and Quiz Book is a new and exciting way to discover
the Bible. It can be used in community and church groups, Sunday School classes, family games and
devotions, or simply for entertaining reading. What’s unique about this collection of quizzes and
facts is its variety. Topics covered included include Jesus Christ, important Bible characters,
significant events, geography, music, food, love, war, money, gardening, animals, crime,
punishment, miracles, angels, dreams... the list is virtually endless! The quizzes are designed to
challenge every age and ability. Some questions may seem easy, such as, ‘In which town was Jesus
born?’ or ‘Who was said to be the wisest King in the Bible?’ Others may be a bit more challenging,
like, ‘How old was Joash when he began to reign in Judah?’ or ‘What was the name of King David’s
third son?’ With over 4,500 facts and questions, this book will be sure to test your knowledge and
make learning about the Bible fun.
  gospel of john questions and answers: Probes Peter Kreeft, 2019-08-05 This is no ordinary
book. It is a set of probing questions (1,450 in fact) designed to help individuals or groups, especially
groups, to dive deeply into Saint John’s Gospel. No answers are provided, but the questions are
phrased in such a way as to set a person in a reliable direction for finding the answers. The
questions correspond to the verses of the Gospel and require active and personal interaction. Some
of the questions are easy, some difficult, and they are marked accordingly. Some questions include
background information or hints that help the reader along. Some were written with a fair bit of
humor. Any person or group using these questions to explore John will find themselves entertained
as well as informed and inspired.
  gospel of john questions and answers: Themelios, Volume 38, Issue 3 D. A. Carson,
2015-01-27 Themelios is an international, evangelical, peer-reviewed theological journal that
expounds and defends the historic Christian faith. Themelios is published three times a year online
at The Gospel Coalition (http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and Stock. Its
primary audience is theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well. Themelios
began in 1975 and was operated by RTSF/UCCF in the UK, and it became a digital journal operated



by The Gospel Coalition in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the globe as
editors, essayists, and reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
Managing Editor: Brian Tabb, Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J. Ovey,
Oak Hill Theological College Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and Seminary
Book Review Editors: Jerry Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney Missionary &
Bible College; Nathan A. Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans Madueme,
Covenant College; Dane Ortlund, Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary Editorial
Board: Gerald Bray, Beeson Divinity School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of Theology Paul
Helseth, University of Northwestern, St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken Magnuson,
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary James Robson, Wycliffe Hall Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College Paul
Williamson, Moore Theological College Stephen Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert
Yarbrough, Covenant Seminary
  gospel of john questions and answers: The Bible Answer Book James Bell, 2010-06-01 Did
Creation happen in 24-hour literal days? What was the role and function of a prophet? Why did Jesus
use parables so often? What is the purpose of Communion? Are Christians required to read the Bible
every day? The Bible is a source of faith, morality, and understanding of God and salvation for
millions of people around the world. It is one of the most revered books of all time, but the ancient
language and confusing writing style of its stories can often make it hard to decipher their most
important meanings. The Bible Answer Book is an authoritative reference guide designed for both
frequent Bible readers and those discovering the text for the first time, and it addresses the most
common, confusing, and controversial questions that Christians encounter as they study the Bible.
What is the purpose of baptism? Who were the disciples and apostles? What was significant about
the Ark of the Covenant? What is apocalyptic literature? What are the different types of psalms? Who
was John the Baptist? What does the Bible say about divorce? What will heaven be like? Written in
an easy-to-read, question-and-answer format by Bible expert James Stuart Bell, The Bible Answer
Book is a reliable tool that will give you insight into the origins, history, and practices of the Bible
and the Christian faith.
  gospel of john questions and answers: Theodicy and Spirituality in the Fourth Gospel Daniel
DeForest London, 2020-06-15 Daniel DeForest London argues that the Fourth Gospel offers a
potentially transformative response to the question of suffering and the human compulsion to blame.
Based on his reading of John 9 (the man born blind), London argues that the Gospel does not offer a
theodicy, but rather a theodical spirituality, an experience of praying the question of suffering and
remaining open to a divine response. London shows how the Johannine Jesus’s response poses three
sets of symbols in dichotomy (day/night, vision/blindness, sheep/wolf), each subverted by another,
core symbol (light, judge, shepherd). By interpreting these symbols in light of mimetic theory, he
argues that Jesus’s response reveals the scapegoat mechanism in which an innocent victim is blamed
by violent victimizers. However, rather than blaming the victimizers, Jesus continues to engage with
the characters who appear to be villains: the light of the world transforms night and day into one
continuous day; the Good Shepherd welcomes sheep and wolf into his beloved flock. In this way,
readers are invited to bring to the Johannine Jesus their own violence, resentment, and wolfish rage
regarding the question of suffering and to experience the theodical spirituality of the Fourth Gospel.
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