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COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW: UNDERSTANDING |TS GLOBAL PRESENCE AND V ARIATIONS

COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW FORM A DIVERSE GROUP, SPANNING CONTINENTS AND CULTURES, EACH INTERPRETING
[SLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE IN ITS OWN UNIQUE WAY. SHARIA, OFTEN DESCRIBED AS |SLAMIC LAW , DERIVES FROM THE QURAN AND
THE HADITH (SAYINGS AND PRACTICES OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD). |T OFFERS GUIDANCE ON MANY ASPECTS OF LIFE,
INCLUDING MORALITY, SOCIAL ISSUES, CRIMINAL JUSTICE, AND PERSONAL MATTERS SUCH AS MARRIAGE AND INHERITANCE.
HO\X/EVER, THE WAY SHARIA IS IMPLEMENTED VARIES WIDELY ACROSS COUNTRIES, INFLUENCED BY LOCAL CUSTOMS, LEGAL
TRADITIONS, AND POLITICAL CONTEXTS.

IF YOU’RE CURIOUS ABOUT WHERE SHARIA LAW IS OFFICIALLY PRACTICED OR INFLUENCES THE LEGAL SYSTEM, THIS ARTICLE
WILL EXPLORE THE COUNTRIES THAT INCORPORATE ISLAMIC LAW IN THEIR JUDICIAL FRAMEWORKS, SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE
DIFFERENCES IN APPLICATION AND WHAT THAT MEANS FOR CITIZENS AND VISITORS ALIKE.

UNDERSTANDING SHARIA LAW AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE SPECIFIC COUNTRIES, IT’S IMPORTANT TO GRASP WHAT SHARIA LAW ENTAILS. SHARIA ISN’T A SINGLE,
UNIFORM CODE IMPOSED IDENTICALLY EVERY\WHERE. |NSTEAD, IT IS INTERPRETED THROUGH VARIOUS SCHOOLS OF ISLAMIC
JURISPRUDENCE, SUCH AS HANAFI/ MALIKI/ SHAFI’I/ AND HANBALI, LEADING TO DIFFERENT LEGAL OUTCOMES. ADDITIONALLY,
MANY MUSLIM-MAJORITY COUNTRIES BLEND SHARIA WITH CIVIL OR CUSTOMARY LAY, CREATING HYBRID LEGAL SYSTEMS.

SOME COUNTRIES ENFORCE SHARIA AS THE FOUNDATION OF THEIR ENTIRE LEGAL SYSTEM, WHILE OTHERS APPLY IT SELECTIVELY,
OFTEN IN PERSONAL STATUS LAWS CONCERNING MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, INHERITANCE, AND FAMILY MATTERS. MEAN\X/HILE, A FEW
NATIONS HAVE IMPLEMENTED STRICT HUDUD PUNISHMENTS, WHICH INCLUDE PENALTIES FOR CRIMES LIKE THEFT AND ADULTERY,
THOUGH THESE ARE RELATIVELY RARE AND CONTROVERSIAL.

CouNnTRrIES THAT PrRACTICE SHARIA LAW IN V ARIOUS FORMS

1. SAUDI ARABIA: THE ICONIC SHARIA STATE

SAUDI ARABIA IS OFTEN THE FIRST COUNTRY THAT COMES TO MIND WHEN DISCUSSING SHARIA LAW. THE KINGDOM STRICTLY
ENFORCES SHARIA AS THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF LEGISLATION, GUIDED PREDOMINANTLY BY THE HANBALI SCHOOL OF THOUGHT.
THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM IN SAUDI ARABIA COVERS CRIMINAL LAW, CIVIL DISPUTES, AND FAMILY LAW , ALL INTERPRETED BY
RELIGIOUS COURTS.

HERE, SHARIA INFLUENCES DAILY LIFE DEEPLY, DICTATING ASPECTS SUCH AS GENDER ROLES, COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS, AND
PUBLIC BEHAVIOR. THE COUNTRY HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR IMPLEMENTING HUDUD PUNISHMENTS, INCLUDING FLOGGING AND
AMPUTATION, THOUGH ENFORCEMENT VARIES. UNDERSTANDING SAUDI ARABIA’S STRICT APPLICATION OFFERS INSIGHT INTO A
LEGAL SYSTEM WHERE RELIGIOUS LAWY AND GOVERNANCE ARE INSEPARABLE.

2. IrAN: COMBINING IsLAMIC LAW WITH REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS

AFTER THE 1979 ISLAMIC REVOLUTION, IRAN TRANSFORMED ITS LEGAL SYSTEM TO HEAVILY INCORPORATE SHARIA PRINCIPLES,
ALIGNING WITH THE T WELVER SHI’A INTERPRETATION OF ISLAM. THE COUNTRY OPERATES AN ISLAMIC REPUBLIC SYSTEM, WHERE
CLERICS HOLD CONSIDERABLE JUDICIAL AND POLITICAL POWER.

IN |RAN, SHARIA LAW GOVERNS CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PERSONAL STATUS LAWS. PUNISHMENTS UNDER HUDUD ARE CODIFIED IN
THE PENAL CODE, AND RELIGIOUS COURTS HANDLE FAMILY LAW CASES. HO\X/EVER, IRAN’S LEGAL SYSTEM ALSO BLENDS ELEMENTS



OF CIVIL LAW AND REVOLUTIONARY CODES, REFLECTING ITS UNIQUE POLITICAL HISTORY.

3. PAkisTAN: A DUAL LEGAL SYSTEM

PAKISTAN REPRESENTS AN EXAMPLE OF A COUNTRY WHERE SHARIA LAW COEXISTS WITH SECULAR LEGAL CODES. SINCE ITS
ESTABLISHMENT AS A MUSLIM STATE, PAKISTAN HAS INCORPORATED ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES INTO ITS CONSTITUTION AND LEGAL
FRAMEWORK. THE 1979 INTRODUCTION OF THE HUDOOD ORDINANCES MARKED A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT TOWARD IMPLEMENTING
SHARIA-BASED CRIMINAL LAWS.

IN PAKISTAN, SHARIA IS PRIMARILY APPLIED IN FAMILY LAW AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE, BUT CIVIL AND CRIMINAL COURTS CONTINUE
TO OPERATE ALONGSIDE RELIGIOUS COURTS. THE COEXISTENCE SOMETIMES LEADS TO LEGAL COMPLEXITIES, ESPECIALLY
REGARDING WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND MINORITY PROTECTIONS.

4. SUDAN: SHARIA AS NATIONAL LAW

SUDAN’S LEGAL SYSTEM HAS UNDERGONE MANY CHANGES, BUT SHARIA LAW HAS REMAINED A SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE,
ESPECIALLY AFTER THE 1983 INTRODUCTION OF ISLAMIC LAW AS THE BASIS OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM. THE APPLICATION OF
SHARIA IN SUDAN HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE, INCLUDING HUDUD PUNISHMENTS.

HO\X/EVER, RECENT POLITICAL CHANGES HAVE PROMPTED DEBATES ABOUT THE ROLE OF SHARIA IN SUDAN’S FUTURE LEGAL
LANDSCAPE. THE COUNTRY’S EXPERIENCE HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES OF BALANCING RELIGIOUS LAW WITH EVOLVING SOCIAL
AND POLITICAL DEMANDS.

5. INDONESIA: SHARIA IN A PLURAL LEGAL SYSTEM

|NDONES|A, THE WORLD’S LARGEST MUSLIM-MAJORITY COUNTRY, PRESENTS A FASCINATING CASE OF SHARIA LAW’S INFLUENCE
WITHIN A SECULAR LEGAL FRAMEW ORK. NATIONALLY, INDONESIA’S LEGAL SYSTEM IS PRIMARILY SECULAR, BUT CERTAIN
PROVINCES, MOST NOTABLY ACEH/ HAVE ADOPTED SHARIA LA\ MORE FULLY.

IN ACEH, SHARIA GOVERNS CRIMINAL AND CIVIL MATTERS, INCLUDING HUDUD PUNISHMENTS SUCH AS CANING FOR ADULTERY OR

GAMBLING. THIS LOCALIZED IMPLEMENTATION UNDERSCORES THE DIVERSITY IN HOW SHARIA LAW IS PRACTICED EVEN WITHIN A
SINGLE COUNTRY.

6. MALAYSIA; SHARIA CoUrTS AND CIVIL LAW

MALAYSIA OPERATES A DUAL LEGAL SYSTEM WHERE SHARIA COURTS HAVE JURISDICTION OVER MUSLIMS, MAINLY CONCERNING
FAMILY LAW, INHERITANCE, AND RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES. CIVIL COURTS HANDLE CRIMINAL AND CIVIL CASES INVOLVING NON-
MuUSLIMS.

THE COEXISTENCE OF THESE SYSTEMS HAS LED TO ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT JURISDICTIONAL AUTHORITY AND THE SCOPE OF
SHARIA ENFORCEMENT, ESPECIALLY IN MATTERS OF CONVERSION AND INTERFAITH MARRIAGE.

7. UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: A MODERN STATE WITH SHARIA FOUNDATIONS

THE UAE INCORPORATES SHARIA PRINCIPLES ALONGSIDE CIVIL LAWS. SHARIA COURTS HANDLE PERSONAL STATUS CASES FOR
MUSLIMS, WHILE COMMERCIAL AND CRIMINAL LAWS HAVE A CIVIL BASIS. THE UAE’S APPROACH BALANCES TRADITIONAL
[SLAMIC VALUES WITH MODERNIZATION AND INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS NORMS.

THIS HYBRID SYSTEM REFLECTS THE COUNTRY’S EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN |SLAMIC IDENTITY WHILE POSITIONING ITSELF AS A



GLOBAL HUB FOR TRADE AND TOURISM.

OTHER COUNTRIES WITH SIGNIFICANT SHARIA INFLUENCE

W/HILE THE COUNTRIES ABOVE HAVE FORMAL LEGAL SYSTEMS INCORPORATING SHARIA, NUMEROUS OTHER NATIONS APPLY
[SLAMIC LAW TO VARYING DEGREES, ESPECIALLY IN PERSONAL STATUS LAWS!

EGYPT: SHARIA INFLUENCES FAMILY LAW AND CERTAIN CRIMINAL CODES.

JORDAN: ISLAMIC LAW GOVERNS PERSONAL MATTERS FOR MUSLIMS.

BAHRAIN: SHARIA COURTS OPERATE ALONGSIDE CIVIL COURTS.

QATARI SHARIA FORMS THE BASIS FOR FAMILY AND INHERITANCE LAW.

MOROCCO: REFORMED PERSONAL STATUS LAWS ARE BASED ON |SLAMIC PRINCIPLES.

IN MANY OF THESE COUNTRIES, SHARIA IS NOT THE SOLE SOURCE OF LAW BUT EXISTS ALONGSIDE SECULAR LEGAL FRAMEWORKS,
CREATING A DYNAMIC INTERPLAY BETWEEN RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL JURISPRUDENCE.

How SHARIA LAW AFFECTS DAILY LIFE AND LEGAL RIGHTS

THE IMPACT OF SHARIA LAW ON CITIZENS VARIES DRASTICALLY DEPENDING ON THE COUNTRY AND THE EXTENT OF ITS
APPLICATION. IN SOME NATIONS, SHARIA INFLUENCES ASPECTS SUCH AS DRESS CODES, DIETARY LAWS, AND GENDER
SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC SPACES, WHILE IN OTHERS, ITS ROLE IS CONFINED TO FAMILY AND INHERITANCE LAWS.

FOR EXPATS AND TRAVELERS, UNDERSTANDING THE LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION OF SHARIA IS CRUCIAL. For EXAMPLE, BEHAVIORS
CONSIDERED ACCEPTABLE IN ONE COUNTRY MIGHT BE ILLEGAL IN ANOTHER DUE TO RELIGIOUS LAWS—SUCH AS ALCOHOL
CONSUMPTION, PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION, OR DRESS CODES. AW ARENESS AND RESPECT FOR THESE LAWS CAN PREVENT
LEGAL TROUBLES.

MOREOVER, THE DEBATE SURROUNDING SHARIA’S ROLE OFTEN CENTERS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, GENDER EQUALITY, AND FREEDOM OF
RELIGION. SOME COUNTRIES HAVE REFORMED CERTAIN ASPECTS OF SHARIA TO ALIGN WITH INTERNATIONAL NORMS, WHILE
OTHERS MAINTAIN STRICT INTERPRETATIONS. THIS ONGOING EVOLUTION REFLECTS THE TENSION BETWEEN TRADITION AND
MODERNITY.

LookING AHEAD: THE FUTURE OF SHARIA IN GLOBAL LEGAL SYSTEMS

THE PRESENCE OF COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW HIGHLIGHTS THE ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE OF ISLAMIC LAW IN THE
MODERN WORLD. AS GLOBALIZATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE CONTINUE, MANY MUSLIM-MAJORITY COUNTRIES GRAPPLE WITH HOW
TO INTEGRATE SHARIA PRINCIPLES WITH CONTEMPORARY LEGAL STANDARDS AND HUMAN RIGHTS FRAME\W ORKS.

LEGAL SCHOLARS AND POLICYMAKERS OFTEN ADVOCATE FOR CONTEXTUAL INTERPRETATIONS OF SHARIA THAT EMPHASIZE
JUSTICE, COMPASSION, AND ADAPTABILITY. THIS APPROACH HELPS BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS AND THE
DEMANDS OF DIVERSE, PLURALISTIC SOCIETIES.

(UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF SHARIA LAW ACROSS DIFFERENT COUNTRIES ENRICHES OUR APPRECIATION OF ISLAMIC
CULTURE AND LEGAL DIVERSITY. WHETHER FULLY IMPLEMENTED OR PARTIALLY INFLUENTIAL, SHARIA REMAINS A VITAL PART OF
MANY LEGAL SYSTEMS, SHAPING LAWS AND LIVES IN PROFOUND WAYS.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS SHARIA LAW?

SHARIA LAW IS A LEGAL SYSTEM BASED ON ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES DERIVED FROM THE QURAN AND HADITH/ GOVERNING ASPECTS
OF DAILY LIFE, INCLUDING CRIME, POLITICS, AND PERSONAL MATTERS.

\X/HICH COUNTRIES FULLY IMPLEMENT SHARIA LAW?

COUNTRIES LIKE SAUDI ARABIAI |RAN, AND AFGHANISTAN IMPLEMENT SHARIA LAW EXTENSIVELY IN THEIR LEGAL SYSTEMS.

Do ALL MUSLIM-MAJORITY COUNTRIES PRACTICE SHARIA LAW?

NO/ NOT ALL MUSLIM-MAJORITY COUNTRIES FULLY IMPLEMENT SHARIA LAW, SOME INCORPORATE IT PARTIALLY OR USE
SECULAR LEGAL SYSTEMS.

How DOES SHARIA LAW AFFECT WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN PRACTICING COUNTRIES?

IN SOME COUNTRIES PRACTICING SHARIA LAV, WOMEN’'S RIGHTS REGARDING DRESS CODES, MARRIAGE, AND LEGAL TESTIMONY
CAN BE RESTRICTED, THOUGH INTERPRETATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATIONS VARY WIDELY.

ARE THERE DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS OF SHARIA LAW ACROSS COUNTRIES?

YES/ INTERPRETATIONS OF SHARIA LAW DIFFER BASED ON CULTURAL, REGIONAL, AND SECTARIAN FACTORS, LEADING TO VARIED
APPLICATIONS IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.

CAN NON-MUSLIMS BE SUBJECT TO SHARIA LAW IN COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE IT?

IN soME COUNTRIES, NON-MUSLIMS MAY BE EXEMPT FROM SHARIA LAW IN PERSONAL MATTERS, BUT IN OTHERS, SHARIA CAN
APPLY TO ALL CITIZENS REGARDLESS OF RELIGION.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON LEGAL AREAS GOVERNED BY SHARIA LAW?

SHARIA LAW COMMONLY GOVERNS FAMILY LAW, INHERITANCE, CRIMINAL JUSTICE, FINANCE, AND MORAL CONDUCT.

How DOES SHARIA LAW INFLUENCE THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IN CERTAIN
COUNTRIES?

IN COUNTRIES PRACTICING SHARIA LAW, CERTAIN CRIMES MAY BE PUNISHED WITH CORPORAL OR CAPITAL PUNISHMENTS BASED
ON [SLAMIC TEXTS.

IS SHARIA LAW COMPATIBLE WITH INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS?

THERE IS DEBATE, SOME ARGUE THAT CERTAIN INTERPRETATIONS OF SHARIA LAW CONFLICT WITH INTERNATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS, WHILE OTHERS ADVOCATE FOR REFORM AND CONTEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

How DO COUNTRIES BALANCE SHARIA LAW WITH MODERN LEGAL FRAMEW ORKS?

SOME COUNTRIES ADOPT A DUAL LEGAL SYSTEM WHERE SHARIA LAW GOVERNS PERSONAL STATUS ISSUES, WHILE SECULAR
LAWS HANDLE CRIMINAL AND CIVIL MATTERS.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW: AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION

COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW REPRESENT A DIVERSE SPECTRUM OF LEGAL SYSTEMS WHERE |SLAMIC PRINCIPLES SHAPE
LEGISLATION TO VARYING DEGREES. SHARIA LA, DERIVED FROM THE QURAN, HADITH (SAYINGS OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD),
AND CENTURIES OF |SLAMICJURISPRUDENCE, GOVERNS NOT ONLY RELIGIOUS PRACTICES BUT ALSO ASPECTS OF PERSONAL
STATUS, CRIMINAL JUSTICE, AND CIVIL TRANSACTIONS IN SOME MUSLIM-MAJORITY COUNTRIES. THE APPLICATION OF SHARIA
LAW IS FAR FROM UNIFORM; IT RANGES FROM COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL FRAMEWORKS TO LIMITED JURISDICTION OVER FAMILY LAV,
REFLECTING CULTURAL, POLITICAL, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A DETAILED REVIEW OF COUNTRIES
THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW , EXAMINING HOW IT IS IMPLEMENTED, ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS
FOR GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

THe ScopPe AND NATURE OF SHARIA LAW IN CONTEMPORARY STATES

SHARIA LAW IS NOT A MONOLITHIC SYSTEM; ITS INTERPRETATION AND ENFORCEMENT DEPEND HEAVILY ON LOCAL CUSTOMS,
SECTARIAN DIFFERENCES, AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH SECULAR OR RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES INFLUENCE LEGISLATION. IN SOME
NATIONS, SHARIA SERVES AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE ENTIRE LEGAL SYSTEM, WHILE IN OTHERS, IT COEXISTS WITH CIVIL LAW,
ONLY INFLUENCING PERSONAL STATUS MATTERS SUCH AS MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND INHERITANCE.

THE DEGREE OF SHARIA LAW ENFORCEMENT CAN BE BROADLY CATEGORIZED INTO THREE MODELS:

¢ FULL IMPLEMENTATION: SHARIA LAW IS THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF LEGISLATION, INCLUDING CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LAW.
* PARTIAL IMPLEMENTATION: SHARIA PRINCIPLES APPLY MAINLY TO FAMILY LAW AND PERSONAL AFFAIRS.

® SYMBOLIC OR ADVISORY ROLE: SHARIA INFLUENCES LAWMAKING BUT DOES NOT HAVE BINDING LEGAL AUTHORITY.

UNDERST ANDING THESE DISTINCTIONS IS CRUCIAL FOR ANALYZING COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW AND THEIR SOCIETAL
FRAME\W ORKS.

CounTrIEs WITH FuLL SHARIA LAW IMPLEMENTATION

SEVERAL COUNTRIES HAVE ADOPTED SHARIA AS THE DOMINANT LEGAL FRAMEWORK, APPLYING IT TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE, CIVIL
MATTERS, AND FAMILY LAW. THIS COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH OFTEN INCLUDES HUDUD PUNISHMENTS, WHICH ARE PENALTIES
PRESCRIBED BY |SLAMIC LAW FOR SPECIFIC OFFENSES SUCH AS THEFT, ADULTERY, AND APOSTASY.

SAUDI ARABIA

SAUDI ARABIA IS PERHAPS THE MOST WELL-KNOWN EXAMPLE OF A COUNTRY WHERE SHARIA LAW FORMS THE BACKBONE OF THE
LEGAL SYSTEM. THE KINGDOM OPERATES UNDER A STRICT INTERPRETATION OF SUNNI ISLAM (HANBALI SCHOOL)I AND ITS LEGAL
CODE IS HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY RELIGIOUS EDICTS. SAUDI COURTS HANDLE CRIMINAL CASES, FAMILY DISPUTES, AND CIVIL
ISSUES ACCORDING TO SHARIA PRINCIPLES. THE COUNTRY,SJUDICIAL SYSTEM NOTABLY LACKS CODIFIED LAWS; INSTEAD,
JUDGES RELY ON RELIGIOUS TEXTS AND FATWAS <LEGAL OPINIONS).

IRAN



I[RAN REPRESENTS A DISTINCT MODEL, WHERE SHARIA LAW IS EMBEDDED WITHIN A THEOCRATIC FRAMEWORK. AS A
PREDOMINANTLY SHIA MUSLIM COUNTRY, [RAN APPLIES A VERSION OF ISLAMIC LAW THAT ALIGNS WITH T WELVER SHIA
JURISPRUDENCE. SINCE THE 1979 IsLaMIC REVOLUTION, THE CONSTITUTION MANDATES SHARIA AS THE BASIS FOR
LEGISLATION. IRANIAN LAW INCLUDES ISLAMIC CRIMINAL CODES, AND THE JUDICIARY ENFORCES RELIGIOUSLY MOTIVATED LEGAL
RULINGS IN AREAS SUCH AS FAMILY LAW , BANKING, AND SOCIAL CONDUCT.

SuUDAN

SUDAN HAS EXPERIENCED SHIFTS IN ITS LEGAL APPROACH TO SHARIA LAW. AFTER THE IMPOSITION OF STRICT ISLAMIC LAW IN
THE 19805, THE COUNTRY ENFORCED HUDUD PUNISHMENTS AND SOCIALLY CONSERVATIVE LAWS. HO\X/EVEE, RECENT POLITICAL
CHANGES HAVE LED TO REFORMS MODERATING THE ROLE OF SHARIA IN SUDAN’S LEGAL SYSTEM. DESPITE THIS, ELEMENTS OF
SHARIA STILL GOVERN PERSONAL STATUS LAWS.

CounTrIES WITH PARTIAL IMPLEMENTATION OF SHARIA LAW

MANY MUSLIM-MAJORITY NATIONS APPLY SHARIA LAW SELECTIVELY, PRIMARILY IN FAMILY LAW AND PERSONAL MATTERS,
WHILE MAINTAINING SECULAR LEGAL CODES FOR CRIMINAL AND COMMERCIAL LAW. THIS HYBRID SYSTEM ATTEMPTS TO BALANCE
RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS WITH MODERN STATE GOVERNANCE.

MALAYSIA

MALAYSIA OPERATES A DUAL LEGAL SYSTEM WHEREIN SHARIA COURTS HAVE JURISDICTION OVER MUSLIMS IN MATTERS OF
FAMILY LAW, INHERITANCE, AND RELIGIOUS OBSERV ANCE. HO\X/EVER, CIVIL COURTS HANDLE CRIMINAL LA AND BROADER
GOVERNANCE ISSUES. THE COEXISTENCE OF SECULAR AND SHARIA COURTS SOMETIMES LEADS TO JURISDICTIONAL CONFLICTS,
ESPECIALLY IN CASES INVOLVING CONVERSION AND CUSTODY DISPUTES.

INDONESIA

|NDONESIA/ HOME TO THE WORLD’S LARGEST MUSLIM POPULATION, GENERALLY MAINTAINS A SECULAR LEGAL FRAMEWORK.
NONETHELESSI ACEH PROVINCE IS UNIQUE IN IMPLEMENTING SHARIA LAW MORE COMPREHENSIVELY, INCLUDING HUDUD
PUNISHMENTS FOR CERTAIN OFFENSES. THIS REGIONAL AUTONOMY REFLECTS ACEH’S SPECIAL STATUS WITHIN INDONESIA AND ITS
STRONG ISLAMIC IDENTITY.

PAKISTAN

PAKISTAN’S LEGAL SYSTEM INCORPORATES SHARIA THROUGH CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND SPECIFIC LEGISLATION LIKE
THE HuDOOD ORDINANCES. THESE LAWS ADDRESS FAMILY MATTERS AND CRIMINAL OFFENSES WITH ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES.
HO\X/EVER, PAKISTAN ALSO RETAINS A BRITISH-INFLUENCED LEGAL STRUCTURE, MAKING ITS APPLICATION OF SHARIA COMPLEX
AND SOMETIMES CONTROVERSIAL.

SHARIA LAW IN PLURALISTIC AND SECULAR STATES

IN SOME COUNTRIES, SHARIA LAW HOLDS A LARGELY SYMBOLIC OR ADVISORY ROLE, INFLUENCING LEGISLATION WITHOUT FULL
LEGAL ENFORCEMENT. THIS CAN MANIFEST IN RELIGIOUS COUNCILS, ADVISORY BOARDS, OR PROVISIONS WITHIN FAMILY LAW.



UniTep ArAB EMIRATES (UAE)

THe UAE BLENDS SHARIA LAW WITH CIVIL STATUTES. SHARIA COURTS HANDLE MATTERS RELATED TO PERSONAL STATUS FOR
MUSLIMS, WHILE CIVIL COURTS GOVERN COMMERCIAL AND CRIMINAL LAW. THE COUNTRY’S LEGAL SYSTEM IS KNOWN FOR
PRAGMATISM, ADAPTING RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES TO A GLOBALIZED ECONOMY AND DIVERSE POPULATION.

QATAR

QATAR FOLLOWS A SIMILAR DUAL SYSTEM, WHERE SHARIA LAW APPLIES PRIMARILY TO FAMILY AND INHERITANCE LAWS FOR
MusLIMS. THE COUNTRY’S LEGAL FRAMEWORK INTEGRATES SHARIA WITHIN A MODERN CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY, BALANCING
TRADITION WITH INTERNATIONAL LEGAL NORMS.

CoNsIDERATIONS AND CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING SHARIA LAW
IMPLEMENTATION

THE PRACTICE OF SHARIA LAW IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES RAISES COMPLEX QUESTIONS ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS, GENDER EQUALITY,
AND LEGAL PLURALISM. CRITICS ARGUE THAT STRICT INTERPRETATIONS CAN LEAD TO HARSH PUNISHMENTS AND DISCRIMINATORY
PRACTICES, PARTICULARLY AFFECTING \WOMEN AND RELIGIOUS MINORITIES. CONVERSELY, PROPONENTS VIEW SHARIA AS A
COMPREHENSIVE MORAL AND LEGAL SYSTEM THAT OFFERS JUSTICE AND SOCIAL ORDER CONSISTENT WITH ISLAMIC VALUES.

HuMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS HAVE SCRUTINIZED COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW FULLY OR
PARTIALLY, ESPECIALLY REGARDING HUDUD PUNISHMENTS SUCH AS AMPUTATION OR STONING. ISSUES OF DUE PROCESS, FREEDOM
OF RELIGION, AND GENDER-BASED DISCRIMINATION REMAIN CONTENTIOUS. SOME COUNTRIES HAVE INITIATED REFORMS TO ADDRESS
THESE CONCERNS WHILE MAINTAINING THEIR RELIGIOUS LEGAL IDENTITY.

LeGAL PLURALISM AND SociaL COHESION

THE COEXISTENCE OF SHARIA AND SECULAR LAW WITHIN SINGLE STATES CAN CREATE LEGAL AMBIGUITIES AND SOCIAL
TENSIONS. FOR INSTANCE, OVERLAPPING JURISDICTIONS IN FAMILY LAW OR INHERITANCE DISPUTES SOMETIMES RESULT IN
CONFLICTING RULINGS. MANAGING THESE COMPLEXITIES REQUIRES CAREFUL LEGAL HARMONIZATION AND RESPECT FOR RELIGIOUS
DIVERSITY.

FUTURE TRENDS IN THE APPLICATION OF SHARIA LAW

THE LANDSCAPE OF COUNTRIES THAT PRACTICE SHARIA LAW IS EVOLVING AMID GLOBALIZATION, SOCIO-POLITICAL CHANGES,
AND INTERNAL DEBATES WITHIN MUSLIM COMMUNITIES. SOME STATES ARE REVISITING THE EXTENT OF SHARIA’S ROLE TO ALIGN
WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND MODERN LEGAL PRINCIPLES, WHILE OTHERS REAFFIRM ITS CENTRALITY AS A SOURCE OF
IDENTITY AND GOVERNANCE.

IN REGIONS LIKE NORTH AFRICA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA/ GRADUAL LEGAL REFORMS SEEK TO RECONCILE TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC
LAW WITH CONTEMPORARY NOTIONS OF JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS. MEAN\X/HILEI THE INFLUENCE OF SHARIA IN DIASPORA
COMMUNITIES AND INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC FINANCE CONTINUES TO GROW/, REFLECTING A DYNAMIC AND MULTIFACETED
JURISPRUDENTIAL TRADITION.

THE VARIED IMPLEMENTATION OF SHARIA LAW ACROSS COUNTRIES UNDERSCORES THE COMPLEXITY OF INTEGRATING RELIGIOUS



LAW WITHIN MODERN NATION-STATES. AS LEGAL SYSTEMS ADAPT TO CHANGING SOCIETAL NEEDS, THE DIALOGUE BET WEEN
TRADITION AND MODERNITY REMAINS A CRITICAL FACTOR SHAPING THE FUTURE OF |SLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE W ORLDW IDE.
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countries that practice sharia law: Whose Heaven Is It? Gurdev Naegeli, 2014-08-06 Mankind
is on this physical earthly level for a purpose that of continuing his spiritual journey. He senses there
is more to existence in seeking meaning and happiness. The Spiritual Platform contains the natural
spiritual laws that govern our individual and collective development. Religions are but part of the
expression of this journey.and not the fi nal outcome; and today, we need to understand the specifi c
spiritual laws of good and bad as compared with right and wrong. More unites us than divides us,
and using these natural spiritual laws will help us to fulfi | our destiny.

countries that practice sharia law: Religious Rights of Minorities in EU Law. Sharia Law
Compatibility with European Human Rights Concepts Ghazanfar Ahmad Adnan, 2019-04-17
Master's Thesis from the year 2018 in the subject Law - European and International Law,
Intellectual Properties, grade: C, Hamburg University of Ecomomy and Policy (Europa-kollege),
course: LLM/EU Legal Studies, language: English, abstract: This thesis is about finding out if there
is a possibility to consider reconciliation between Islam a minority religion and European law in
regards to human rights.The aim is to understand the conflict between Islam and liberal political
concept human rights law to present a picture that can show human rights protection in European
society of which Muslims have become an essential part. Sharia law is taken as an Islamic legal and
political manifestation that considered being in conflict with contemporary liberal political concepts
like European Union and its laws. With the help of comparative analysis of Islamic countries both in
a non European country and a country that is a party to European convention, and historical
practices of Muslim societies and regimes in relation to value of Sharia in Islamic civilizations and
contemporary world. It was observed that Sharia has never been the primary source of legal and
political fabric of Islamic rules throughout the history and a larger part of Islamic morals and values
recognize modern liberal political concepts and values such as constitutionalism and human rights
which are also practiced in modern Muslim majority states like Turkey. John Rawls’ theory of
overlapping consensus is used in support which says that a desired consensus is only possible if a
concept affirms a political conception that is sufficient to express values under favorable conditions
make a just constitutional regime despite other values may oppose them.

countries that practice sharia law: Constitutionalism in Islamic Countries: Between
Upheaval and Continuity Rainer Grote, Tilmann J. Roder, 2012-02-16 Constitutionalism in Islamic
Countries: Between Upheaval and Continuity offers a comprehensive analysis of the issues
associated with the theory and practice of constitutionalism in Islamic countries. This collection of
essays is written by leading constitutional and comparative law scholars and constitutional
practitioners and essays provide readers with an overview of the constitutional developments in
countries in the Islamic world, an understanding of the potential and actual impact of Islam and
Sharia on the notion of modern constitutionalism, and insight into the ways in which Western ideals
may be reconciled with Islamic tradition.

countries that practice sharia law: Sharia Law In The Twenty-first Century Muhammad
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Khalid Masud, 2022-03-14 Sharia Law in the Twenty-First Century consists of concise, detailed
analytical studies on current critical discussions of Sharia in the Western and Muslim legal
traditions. Contributors to this volume are well-known academics in their fields and have been at the
forefront of critical studies on various aspects of Islamic law. Breaking new ground for
understanding the dynamics of law and society, most contributors in this volume have influenced
current academic discourse on Sharia.The chapters contained within this volume find that globalism
and Sharia have been posing challenges to one another. These respective challenges are studied
from the perspectives of theory, history and the diverse contexts in which Sharia developed during
the twenty-first century. The approach in this book is overall contextual with reference to time and
place. For accessibility, unlike other books on Islamic law, Sharia Law in the Twenty-First Century
has minimal footnotes and reduced diacritical marks, but offers an essential glossary in an appendix.

countries that practice sharia law: American Prisons and Jails Vidisha Barua Worley,
Robert M. Worley, 2018-12-07 This two-volume encyclopedia provides a comprehensive and
authoritative examination of the history and current character of American prisons and jails and
their place in the U.S. corrections system. This encyclopedia provides a rigorous and comprehensive
summary of correctional systems and practices and their evolution throughout US history. Topics
include sentencing norms and contemporary developments; differences between local jails and
prisons and regional, state, and federal systems; violent and nonviolent inmate populations;
operations of state and federal prisons, including well-known prisons such as ADX-Florence,
Alcatrez, Attica, Leavenworth, and San Quentin; privately run, for-profit prisons as well as the
companies that run them; inmate culture, including prisoner-generated social hierarchies, prisoner
slang, gangs, drug use, and violence; prison trends and statistics, including racial, ethnic, age,
gender, and educational breakdowns; the death penalty; and post-incarceration outcomes, including
recidivism. The set showcases contributions from some of the leading scholars in the fields of
correctional systems and practices and will be a valuable resource for anyone interested in learning
more about American prisons, jails, and community corrections.

countries that practice sharia law: Country Reports on Human Rights Practices , 1981

countries that practice sharia law: Sharia as Informal Law Thsan Yilmaz, 2024-08-01 This
book takes a comprehensive approach to investigate how Sharia influences and manifests in the
everyday lives of young Muslims, aiming to unravel the meaning and relevance of Sharia-driven laws
and practices in English-speaking Western societies. By focusing on the grassroots level, it provides
a deeper understanding of the lived experiences of Muslims and their relationship with Sharia. The
presence of Muslims in Western countries has a long history, with recent waves of migration and
conversions contributing to their increasing numbers. This study recognizes the diverse nature of
the Muslim community, comprising both migrants and local converts, who have become integral
parts of the pluralistic fabric of multicultural societies. The research draws on in-depth interviews
with 122 young Muslim individuals from diverse backgrounds representing three different Western
countries: Australia, the United States, and the United Kingdom. Diversity of participants allows for
a broader exploration of the Muslim community and the inherent diversity of opinions,
interpretations, and practices regarding Sharia. This approach moves beyond theoretical debates,
providing concrete insights into the practical implications of Sharia for young Muslims in their
respective Western contexts. The book also sheds light on the evolving landscape of information and
knowledge acquisition in the age of digital technologies and cyberspace. It explores how young
Muslims access and seek knowledge in the twenty-first century, recognizing the impact of changing
sources and modes of information on their religious practices and beliefs. This aspect adds a
valuable dimension to the study, capturing the dynamic nature of knowledge dissemination and
acquisition among young Muslims in Western societies. The book will be fascinating reading for
academics, researchers, and policy-makers working in the areas of Law, Political Science, Minority
Studies, Religious Studies, and Islamic Studies.

countries that practice sharia law: Islamic Law in Practice Mashood A. Baderin, 2017-03-02
Islamic law influences the lives of Muslims today as aspects of the law are applied as part of State



law in different forms in many areas of the world. This volume provides a much needed collection of
articles that explore the complexities involved in the application of Islamic law within the
contemporary legal systems of different countries today, with particular reference to Saudi Arabia,
Morocco, Indonesia, Nigeria, Turkey, Malaysia and Pakistan. The articles identify the relevant areas
of difficulties and also propose possible ways of realising a more effective and equitable application
of Islamic law in the contemporary world. The volume features an introductory overview of the
subject as well as a comprehensive bibliography to aid further research.

countries that practice sharia law: Governments around the World Fred M. Shelley,
2015-05-26 Providing a valuable resource for secondary school and college students as well as the
general public investigating the process of governance in different countries, this book provides a
comprehensive comparative summary of how governments are constituted and operated worldwide.
Political systems around the world can be a confusing subject. Why does England have both a
monarchy and a prime minister? How does a federal republic differ from a federation and a
republic? How is China a communist state without a dictator? And how is the United Nations
managed? Governments around the World: From Democracies to Theocracies examines the major
types of governments around the world, providing accessible descriptive country examples of each
variation that allow readers to understand how governments operate and shape societies and
cultures. An excellent resource for high school and college students as well as general readers, this
compact one-volume reference work covers forms of government that include democracies,
republics, communist states, monarchies, transitional governments, and theocracies as well as
transnational organizations. Each chapter begins with an overview of that particular government
type, identifying the general philosophies, practices, and ruling structures in addition to making
comparisons of several key countries that follow that government type. Additionally, the content
includes constitutional excerpts that clarify how human rights are conceptualized and articulated
throughout the world.

countries that practice sharia law: Judicial Corporal Punishment as an Alternative to
Incarceration in the United States Sanaz Alasti, 2023-07-25 Sanaz Alasti leaves the mainstream
alternatives to incarceration to examine a different, seemingly archaic approach, physical (but
non-carceral) punishment—corporal punishment. This book ignites debates about the history,
persistence, and use of corporal punishment in criminal justice systems. Alasti compares penological
practices in in Western societies, represented by the United States, and Islamic societies,
represented by Iran, to analyze which practices are more deterrent, less costly, and most humane.
While Alasti does not suggest this should be the norm, she does present intriguing questions. Which
is more barbaric? Is judicial corporal punishment a more humane and effective form of punishment
compared to incarceration? Is corporal punishment a less cruel alternative to spending years behind
bars in primitive and punitive jails and prisons? This book would be of interest to those studying
criminology, criminal justice, history, law, and sociology.

countries that practice sharia law: ISLAM WITHOUT SECTS Zaakir Altaf , This book ISLAM
WITHOUT SECTS aims to clear misconceptions among Muslims, and gives a sense of understanding
dimensions of truth and falsehood. Islamophobia and incidents related to Islamophobia are clearly
mentioned with the causalities caused. This book aims to explain brightly the dividing policy among
Muslims all over Globe. A collective report of Islamic history and the cracks or folds are mentioned
in this book. Christ and Antichrist terms are discussed briefly by the author.

countries that practice sharia law: Law, Religion and Reconciliation in Africa M. Christian
Green, Jean-Baptiste Sourou, Célestin Gnonziont, 2024-05-20 Forgiveness and reconciliation are
important moments for the stability of a society and a state. Many African countries have gone
through serious social crises in the post-colonial period: genocide, post-election crises, civil and
internal conflicts, and outright war. Forgiveness and reconciliation have been necessary to reweave
the social fabric and restart the construction of peaceful and prosperous societies. Chapters in this
book examine the Truth and Reconciliation Commissions and religious councils aimed at peace,
along with African traditional approaches, mediation and arbitration councils, post-conflict contexts,




and the roles of women and gender, philosophy and theology, and programs of education for peace.

countries that practice sharia law: The Ashgate Research Companion to Islamic Law
Peri Bearman, 2016-03-16 This unparalleled Companion provides a comprehensive and authoritative
guide to Islamic law to all with an interest in this increasingly relevant and developing field. The
volume presents classical Islamic law through a historiographical introduction to and analysis of
Western scholarship, while key debates about hot-button issues in modern-day circumstances are
also addressed. In twenty-one chapters, distinguished authors offer an overview of their particular
specialty, reflect on past and current thinking, and point to directions for future research. The
Companion is divided into four parts. The first offers an introduction to the history of Islamic law as
well as a discussion of how Western scholarship and historiography have evolved over time. The
second part delves into the substance of Islamic law. Legal rules for the areas of legal status, family
law, socio-economic justice, penal law, constitutional authority, and the law of war are all discussed
in this section. Part three examines the adaptation of Islamic law in light of colonialism and the
modern nation state as well as the subsequent re-Islamization of national legal systems. The final
section presents contemporary debates on the role of Islamic law in areas such as finance, the
diaspora, modern governance, and medical ethics, and the volume concludes by questioning the role
of Sharia law as a legal authority in the modern context. By outlining the history of Islamic law
through a linear study of research, this collection is unique in its examination of past and present
scholarship and the lessons we can draw from this for the future. It introduces scholars and students
to the challenges posed in the past, to the magnitude of milestones that were achieved in the
reinterpretation and revision of established ideas, and ultimately to a thorough conceptual
understanding of Islamic law.

countries that practice sharia law: The Psychology of Hate Crimes as Domestic Terrorism
Edward W. Dunbar, Amalio Blanco Ph.D., Desirée A. Crevecoeur- MacPhail Ph.D., 2016-11-21 In this
three-volume set, an international team of experts involved in the research, management, and
mitigation of hate-motivated violence examines and explains hate crimes in the United States and
around the globe, drawing comparisons between countries as well as between hate crimes overall
and domestic terrorism. The Psychology of Hate Crimes as Domestic Terrorism: U.S. and Global
Issues takes a hard look at hate crimes both domestically and internationally, enabling readers to
see similarities and disparities as well as to make the connections between hate crimes and domestic
terrorism. The entries in this three-volume set discuss subjects such as the psychology and
motivation in hate crimes, the cultural norms that shape tolerance of outgroups or tolerance of hate,
and the fact that hate crimes are a pervasive form of domestic terrorism, as well as myriad issues of
proliferation, public policy, policing, law and punishment, and prevention. The set opens with an
introduction that discusses hate crime research and examines issues of identification of the bias
element of hate crimes via empirical and case vignettes. The subsequent chapters discuss subjects
such as the socio-demographic profiles of hate crime offenders; hate crime legislation and policy in
the United States; the effects of hate crime on their victims as well as society; the incidence of hate
crime in specific regions, such as Europe, the Middle East, and South America; and programs and
therapeutic interventions to heal victims. Readers will also learn how specific educational
approaches in communities, schools, and universities can be implemented to help prevent future
escalation of hate-motivated violence.

countries that practice sharia law: Gender and Patriarchy in the Films of Muslim
Nations Patricia R. Owen, 2017-12-21 There are 49 Muslim-majority countries in the world and
Islam is the world's second largest religion. Yet many in the West are misinformed about Islam and
Muslim worldviews. Issues related to gender norms are especially subject to misconceptions. This
filmography analyzes gender issues in 56 feature films from Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh,
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan and Turkey, with a focus on religious, legal and patriarchal legitimization
of practices such as female genital mutilation, child marriage, virginity testing, public sexual
harassment and molestation, and honor killings.

countries that practice sharia law: Shari'a and the Constitution in Contemporary Legal



Models Federico Lorenzo Ramaioli, 2024-03-23 This comparative law book aims at formulating a
new analytical approach to constitutional comparisons, assuming as a starting point the different
legal perspectives implied in the (Sunni) Islamic outlook on the juridical phenomena and the
Western concept of law, with particular reference to constitutionalism. The volume adopts a wider
and comprehensive viewpoint, comparing the different ways in which the Islamic shari‘a and
Western legal categories interact, regardless of substantive contents of specific provisions, thus
avoiding conceptual biases that can sometime affect present literature on the matter. The book
explores the various dynamics subtended to the interactions between shari‘a and Western
constitutionalism, providing a new classification to the different contemporary models. The
philosophical and legal comparisons are analyzed in a dynamic way, based on a wide range of
contemporary constitutional systems, virtually encompassing all the States in which Sunni Islam
plays a major cultural role, and taking also into consideration non-State actors and non-recognized
actors. Published in cooperation with gLAWCcal - Global Law Initiatives for Sustainable Development,
Hornchurch, Essex, United Kingdom.

countries that practice sharia law: The Rule of Law, Freedom of Expression and Islamic
Law Hossein Esmaeili, Irmgard Marboe, Javaid Rehman, 2017-12-14 The importance of the rule of
law is universally recognised and of fundamental value for most societies. Establishing and
promoting the rule of law in the Muslim world, particularly in the Middle East, North Africa, and
Central Asia, has become a pressing but complicated issue. These states have Muslim majority
populations, and the religion of Islam has an important role in the traditional structures of their
societies. While the Muslim world is taking gradual steps towards the establishment of rule of law
systems, most Muslim majority countries may not yet have effective legal systems with independent
judiciaries, which would allow the state and institutions to be controlled by an effective rule of law
system. One important aspect of the rule of law is freedom of expression. Given the sensitivity of
Muslim societies in relation to their sacred beliefs, freedom of expression, as an international human
rights issue, has raised some controversial cases. This book, drawing on both International and
Islamic Law, explores the rule of law, and freedom of expression and its practical application in the
Muslim world.

countries that practice sharia law: Islamic Law and Society in Indonesia Alfitri,
2022-04-07 No corporation is enthusiastic about paying tax, yet Islamic banks in Indonesia
voluntarily pay corporate zakat. Why? The book analyzes corporate zakat norms and practices in
Indonesia by investigating how Muslim jurists have interpreted shari‘a of zakat and how these have
been imposed through the legislative and regulatory framework. It also presents original case
studies based on sociolegal field research on the reception of the new obligations in the Islamic
banks that choose to pay - and choose not to pay - what is effectively a new tax. The book argues
that the dynamics of shari‘a interpretation, imposition, and compliance in Indonesia are too complex
to be defined using the binaries of the religious versus the secular, public versus private, or tradition
versus modernity. The corporate zakat context has revitalized the existing governance strategy in
Islamic legal tradition and created a shared Islamic law vision between Islam and the state.
Consequently, this fusion generates a mixed legal and religious consciousness toward corporate
zakat. Addressing broader discussions on Islamic law and modernity, the book will be of interest to
academics working on Asian and Comparative Law, sociolegal studies, anthropology of Indonesia,
business studies of the Islamic world, Islamic/shari‘a economics, Islamic law and politics, Islamic
legal studies, Muslim society and Islam in Southeast Asia.

countries that practice sharia law: Parental Child Abduction to Islamic Law Countries Nazia
Yaqub, 2022-10-20 As the world becomes smaller, family law is becoming truly global, giving rise to
more and more questions for private international law. This book looks at the sensitive and complex
question of child abduction, with a unique child rights perspective. Taking Islamic law as its case
study, it delves into child abduction in key jurisdictions from Iran to Saudi Arabia and Libya to
Pakistan. Rigorous doctrinal analysis is enhanced by empirical insights, namely interviews with
abductees, parents and professionals. It is an excellent guide to a complicated field.




countries that practice sharia law: Rediscovery and Revival in Islamic Environmental Law
Samira Idllalene, 2021-04-01 The common ground between religions could be fruitfully promoted in
order to call for an effective protection of the climate system. Positioned at a junction of different
worlds, this book is a multidisciplinary work on Islamic law, common law and environmental law.
Looking at the past, present and future, the author suggests a paradigm shift starting from the
common ground in order to propose a better future for environmental law in Muslim countries. As
the first book to compare Shari'a and common law in field of environmental protection, it suggests a
new path in comparative environmental law by recognizing the contributions of both history and
spirituality.
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