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The City and the Saloon Denver 1858 1916: A Journey Through Time

the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916 represent a fascinating chapter in American Western
history, where the growth of a frontier settlement intertwined with the rise of saloons as pivotal
social hubs. From its founding amid the Pike’s Peak Gold Rush to the early 20th century, Denver
evolved dramatically, and saloons played a central role in shaping its culture, economy, and
reputation. Let’s take a deeper dive into how Denver’s urban landscape and its iconic saloons
developed side by side from 1858 through 1916.

Origins of Denver: The Birth of a Frontier City

When gold was discovered near the South Platte River in 1858, it sparked the Pike’s Peak Gold
Rush, drawing thousands of prospectors and settlers to the area. This marked the beginning of
Denver, originally known as Denver City, rapidly transforming from a dusty encampment into a
bustling town. The convergence of miners, traders, and entrepreneurs created an atmosphere ripe
for social gathering places.

Saloons quickly emerged as essential fixtures in Denver’s early days, not just as spots to drink but as
community centers where news was exchanged, deals were struck, and friendships forged. These
establishments reflected the rugged, often rowdy spirit of the frontier but also provided a semblance
of home for many settlers.

The Role of Saloons in Denver’s Social Fabric

Denver’s saloons between 1858 and 1916 were much more than simple watering holes. They were
vital institutions that catered to a diverse clientele, from miners and cowboys to businessmen and
politicians. The saloon was often the first place newcomers visited, offering a taste of camaraderie
and entertainment in a sometimes harsh environment.

Entertainment and Social Life

Saloons commonly featured billiard tables, card games, and live music, turning them into lively
social hubs. They hosted dance halls and sometimes theatrical performances, making them one of
the few sources of entertainment available to residents. The saloon was where the community
gathered to celebrate victories, mourn losses, and debate politics.

A Hub for Business and Politics

Many saloons doubled as informal offices where miners and entrepreneurs negotiated claims and



investments. Political discussions were a staple, with some saloons serving as unofficial campaign
headquarters or meeting places for local officials. This dual role made them integral to Denver’s
civic life.

Architecture and Atmosphere of Denver’s Historic
Saloons

The physical appearance of Denver’s saloons from 1858 to 1916 reflected both practicality and style.
Early establishments were often simple wooden structures, quickly assembled to meet immediate
demand. However, as the city grew wealthier, saloons became more elaborate.

From Rustic to Refined

By the late 19th century, many saloons featured ornate woodwork, stained glass windows, and
mirrored back bars, displaying an air of sophistication despite their frontier roots. This architectural
evolution mirrored Denver’s transition from a rough mining town to a more established urban
center.

The Signature “Batwing” Doors

One iconic feature associated with Western saloons, including those in Denver, was the swinging
“batwing” doors. These doors symbolized the open and welcoming nature of the saloon but also
provided some privacy and protection from the elements.

The Impact of Prohibition and Changing Attitudes

As Denver approached the early 20th century, temperance movements gained momentum
nationwide, culminating in local and eventually national prohibition laws. Between 1916 and 1920,
Colorado implemented its own restrictions on alcohol sales, challenging the traditional role of
saloons in city life.

Adaptation and Resistance

Many Denver saloons tried to adapt by offering food, soft drinks, or operating as “social clubs” to
circumvent laws. Others closed their doors permanently, marking the end of an era. Despite these
challenges, the culture surrounding the saloon persisted in various forms, influencing Denver’s
nightlife for decades to come.



Exploring Denver’s Historic Saloon Districts Today

For history enthusiasts and visitors, Denver’s rich saloon heritage is still visible in certain
neighborhoods and restored buildings. Areas like Larimer Square preserve some of the city’s oldest
structures, many of which once housed bustling saloons.

Tips for Visiting Historic Sites

Check out Larimer Square and the surrounding downtown area for guided tours focusing on
Denver’s frontier past.

Visit museums such as the Denver Museum of History & Science, which feature exhibits on the
city’s growth and social life during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Stop by modern establishments built in the style of old Western saloons to get a sense of the
ambiance and traditions.

Legacy of the City and the Saloon Denver 1858 1916

The story of Denver and its saloons from 1858 to 1916 is a testament to the city’s transformation
from a rough mining camp to a thriving urban center. Saloons played a crucial role in this journey,
acting as social equalizers, economic engines, and cultural landmarks. Their influence can still be
felt in Denver’s vibrant nightlife and historic preservation efforts today.

Understanding this period helps us appreciate how places like Denver navigated the challenges of
rapid growth, cultural diversity, and shifting social norms. The saloon was more than a place to
drink; it was a symbol of community, resilience, and the enduring spirit of the American West.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was 'The City and The Saloon' in Denver between 1858
and 1916?
'The City and The Saloon' refers to the historical relationship and dynamics between the
development of Denver as a city and the proliferation of saloons from 1858 to 1916, reflecting social,
economic, and cultural aspects of that era.

Why were saloons significant in Denver from 1858 to 1916?
Saloons were significant in Denver during this period as social hubs for miners, laborers, and



settlers, playing a central role in the city's social life, economy, and politics.

How did the presence of saloons influence Denver's urban
development between 1858 and 1916?
Saloons influenced Denver's urban development by attracting population growth, shaping
commercial districts, and contributing to the city's reputation as a frontier boomtown with vibrant
nightlife and social interaction.

What led to the decline of saloons in Denver around 1916?
The decline of saloons in Denver around 1916 was primarily due to the nationwide temperance
movement and the upcoming enactment of Prohibition, which banned the sale of alcoholic
beverages.

How did Denver's economy between 1858 and 1916 rely on the
saloon industry?
Denver's economy partly relied on the saloon industry through job creation, taxation, and attracting
travelers and workers who spent money on food, drink, and entertainment at these establishments.

Were saloons in Denver between 1858 and 1916 involved in
political activities?
Yes, saloons often served as informal political centers where local politicians campaigned, policies
were discussed, and community decisions were influenced, reflecting the intertwining of social and
political life.

What types of people frequented saloons in Denver during this
period?
Saloons were frequented by a diverse group including miners, cowboys, laborers, businessmen,
politicians, and immigrants, making them melting pots of Denver’s evolving population.

How did social attitudes towards saloons in Denver change
from 1858 to 1916?
Social attitudes shifted from viewing saloons as essential social institutions to seeing them as
sources of moral decay and social problems, culminating in support for Prohibition and the closure
of many saloons.

Additional Resources
The City and the Saloon Denver 1858-1916: An Investigative Review of Urban and Social Dynamics

the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916 stand as intertwined elements in the historical



tapestry of Denver’s formative years. From its founding in 1858 during the Pike’s Peak Gold Rush to
the early 20th century, Denver evolved rapidly from a rugged mining camp into a bustling urban
center. Integral to this transformation were the saloons, which functioned not merely as drinking
establishments but as vital social hubs, political arenas, and economic indicators of the city’s growth
and character. Exploring this period reveals the complexities of urban development, social
interaction, and the cultural significance of saloons in Denver’s maturation.

The Emergence of Denver and Its Saloon Culture

Denver’s establishment in 1858 coincided with the Colorado Gold Rush, attracting prospectors,
entrepreneurs, and settlers. The city’s early population was predominantly male and transient,
creating fertile ground for the proliferation of saloons. These venues quickly multiplied, serving
miners and workers eager for leisure and camaraderie after grueling days. By 1916, the saloon had
become emblematic of Denver’s social landscape, reflecting broader economic trends and
community dynamics.

The city’s rapid urbanization was mirrored in the evolution of its saloons. Initially crude and
makeshift, many saloons transformed into more refined establishments, featuring ornate interiors
and expanding services. This shift paralleled Denver’s transition from a frontier town to a structured
city with increasing civic pride and regulatory oversight. The saloon was thus both a barometer and
a catalyst for Denver’s urban identity.

Social and Cultural Roles of Saloons in Denver

Saloons in Denver between 1858 and 1916 were multifaceted institutions. Beyond alcohol
consumption, they served as venues for social networking, political discourse, and even business
transactions. For immigrant communities and working-class citizens, saloons offered a sense of
belonging and cultural continuity. Many ethnic groups operated their own saloons, which doubled as
informal community centers.

The role of saloons in political life should not be underestimated. They often acted as informal
political clubs where local issues were debated, alliances forged, and campaigns organized.
Politicians recognized the saloon’s influence, frequently courting the patronage of saloon owners
and their clientele.

The Economic Impact of Saloons on Denver’s Growth

The saloon industry constituted a significant economic sector within Denver. With hundreds of
establishments operating by the early 1900s, saloons generated employment opportunities for
bartenders, servers, entertainers, and suppliers. Their demand stimulated related industries such as
brewing, distilling, and hospitality.

However, the economic impact was double-edged. While saloons contributed to local revenue and
commerce, they also attracted scrutiny due to concerns about public order, morality, and health.
Debates around taxation, regulation, and licensing reflected tensions between economic benefit and



social cost.

Regulatory Environment and the Path Toward
Prohibition

By the early 20th century, Denver’s saloons found themselves at the crossroads of changing social
attitudes and political pressures. The temperance movement gained momentum nationally and
locally, advocating for reduced alcohol consumption and the closure of saloons. This movement
culminated in Colorado’s state-wide prohibition laws even before the national Prohibition era
beginning in 1920.

Local government initiatives sought to regulate saloon operations through licensing requirements,
hours of operation, and zoning laws. These measures were attempts to curb the perceived negative
effects of saloons, such as public drunkenness and crime, without outright banning them. The
saloon’s resilience during this period illustrates the complex interplay between cultural traditions,
economic interests, and reformist agendas.

Comparative Perspectives: Denver Versus Other Frontier Cities

Denver’s saloon scene shared similarities with other Western frontier cities like San Francisco,
Deadwood, and Tombstone but also exhibited distinct characteristics. Unlike some boomtowns that
faded quickly, Denver’s saloons adapted to a growing and diversifying urban population. The city’s
strategic location as a transportation hub and commercial center allowed its saloons to cater to a
broader clientele, including railroad workers, merchants, and local elites.

Moreover, Denver’s ethnic diversity influenced its saloon culture more profoundly than in some
other cities. German, Irish, Italian, and other immigrant groups established saloons that reflected
their cultural heritage, contributing to a vibrant and pluralistic social environment.

The Architecture and Atmosphere of Denver’s Historic Saloons

The physical attributes of Denver’s saloons evolved dramatically between 1858 and 1916. Early
saloons were often simple wooden structures, utilitarian and functional. Over time, many were
rebuilt or renovated with brick or stone, featuring elaborate facades, stained glass, and decorative
woodwork. Interiors included long bars, mirrored backdrops, private booths, and sometimes stages
for entertainment.

This architectural progression signaled a shift in the saloon’s role from a transient watering hole to a
respectable establishment. The ambiance often balanced conviviality with a degree of sophistication,
catering to a wider clientele and enhancing the saloon’s appeal as a social institution.



Legacy of the City and the Saloon Denver 1858-1916

The legacy of Denver’s saloons during this era persists in the city’s cultural memory and urban
landscape. Many historic buildings that once housed saloons remain landmarks, some repurposed as
restaurants, bars, or museums. The narrative of the saloon sheds light on broader themes of
American urbanization, immigration, and social change.

Understanding the city and the saloon Denver 1858 1916 offers valuable insights into how leisure
spaces can shape community identity and influence political and economic developments. It also
highlights the challenges of balancing social freedoms with public welfare—a dynamic still relevant
in contemporary urban policy discussions.

As Denver continued to grow beyond 1916, the saloon’s role shifted dramatically due to Prohibition
and changing social norms. However, the imprint of this formative period remains embedded in the
city’s character, symbolizing a time when the frontier spirit met the complexities of modern urban
life.

The City And The Saloon Denver 1858 1916
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Butler, 1999-08-15 In this shocking study, Anne M. Butler shows that the distinct gender
disadvantages already faced by women within western society erupted into intense physical and
mental violence when they became prisoners in male penitentiaries. Drawing on prison records and
the words of the women themselves, Gendered Justice in the American West places the injustices
women prisoners endured in the context of the structures of male authority and female
powerlessness that pervaded all of American society. Butler's poignant cross-cultural account
explores how nineteenth-century criminologists constructed the criminal woman; how the women's
age, race, class, and gender influenced their court proceedings; and what kinds of violence women
inmates encountered. She also examines the prisoners' diet, illnesses, and experiences with
pregnancy and child-bearing, as well as their survival strategies.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: The Protestant Clergy in the Great Plains and
Mountain West, 1865-1915 Ferenc Morton Szasz, 2004-01-01 The mainline Protestant churches
played a vital role in the settlement of the West. Yet historiansøhave, for the most part, bypassed
this theme. This account recreates the unique religious and cultural mix that sets this region apart
from the rest of the nation. From itinerant circuit riders to powerful urban bishops, western clergy
were continually involved in the maturation of their communities. Their duties on the frontier
extended far beyond delivering Sunday sermons; they also served as librarians, counselors, social
workers, educators, booksellers, peacekeepers, and general purveyors of culture. Weaving together
the varied experiences of men and women from the five major Protestant denominations?Baptist,
Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational, and Episcopal?the author discusses their responses to life
on the frontier: the violence, the tumultuous growth of the cities, the isolation of farm life, and the
widespread hunger, especially among women, for ?refinement.?
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Manhood Lost Elaine Frantz Parsons,
2009-07-27 In fiction, drama, poems, and pamphlets, nineteenth-century reformers told the familiar
tale of the decent young man who fell victim to demon rum: Robbed of his manhood by his first
drink, he slid inevitably into an abyss of despair and depravity. In its discounting of the importance
of free will, argues Elaine Frantz Parsons, this story led to increased emphasis on environmental
influences as root causes of drunkenness, poverty, and moral corruption—thus inadvertently opening
the door to state intervention in the form of Prohibition. Parsons also identifies the emergence of a
complementary narrative of female invasion—womanhood as a moral force powerful enough to sway
choice. As did many social reformers, women temperance advocates capitalized on notions of
feminine virtue and domestic responsibilities to create a public role for themselves. Entering a
distinctively male space—the saloon—to rescue fathers, brothers, and sons, women at the same time
began to enter another male bastion—politics—again justifying their transgression in terms of
rescuing the nation's manhood.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: The Women's West Susan Armitage, Elizabeth
Jameson, 1987 Uses selections from diaries, public records, letters, interviews, and fiction to
describe the experiences of women in the West, including Indians, servants, waitresses, prostitutes,
and farmers
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Crime, Justice and Retribution in the American
West, 1850-1900 Jeremy Agnew, 2017-04-11 Western movies are full of images of swaggering
outlaws brought to justice by valiant lawmen shooting them down in daring gunfights before riding
off into the sunset. In reality it would not have happened that way. Real lawmen did not simply walk
away from a gunfight--they had to face the legal system and justify shooting a civilian in the line of
duty. Providing a more realistic view of criminal justice in the Old West, this history focuses on how
criminals came into conflict with the law and how the law responded. The process is described in
detail, from the common crimes of the day--such as train robbery and cattle theft--to the methods of
apprehending criminals to their adjudication and punishment by incarceration, flogging or hanging.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Alcohol and Drugs in North America David M.
Fahey, Jon S. Miller, 2013-08-27 Alcohol and drugs play a significant role in society, regardless of
socioeconomic class. This encyclopedia looks at the history of all drugs in North America, including



alcohol, tobacco, prescription drugs, cannabis, cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, and even
chocolate and caffeinated drinks. This two-volume encyclopedia provides accessibly written
coverage on a wide range of topics, covering substances ranging from whiskey to peyote as well as
related topics such as Mexican drug trafficking and societal effects caused by specific drugs. The
entries also supply an excellent overview of the history of temperance movements in Canada and the
United States; trends in alcohol consumption, its production, and its role in the economy; as well as
alcohol's and drugs' roles in shaping national discourse, the creation of organizations for treatment
and study, and legal responses. This resource includes primary documents and a bibliography
offering important books, articles, and Internet sources related to the topic.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Ambitious Brew Maureen Ogle, 2006 An epic
history of beer brewing in America traces the pivotal contributions of mid-nineteenth-century
German immigrants, who over the course of fifty years helped to render beer one of the nation's
most popular beverages.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: A City Divided Sherry Lamb Schirmer, 2002-04-02
A City Divided traces the development of white Kansas Citians’ perceptions of race and examines the
ways in which those perceptions shaped both the physical landscape of the city and the manner in
which Kansas City was policed and governed. Because of rapid changes in land use and difficulties in
suppressing crime and vice in Kansas City, the control of urban spaces became an acute concern,
particularly for the white middle class, before race became a problematic issue in Kansas City. As
the African American population grew in size and assertiveness, whites increasingly identified blacks
with those factors that most deprived a given space of its middle-class character. Consequently,
African Americans came to represent the antithesis of middle-class values, and the white middle
class established its identity by excluding blacks from the urban spaces it occupied. By 1930, racial
discrimination rested firmly on gender and family values as well as class. Inequitable law
enforcement in the ghetto increased criminal activity, both real and perceived, within the African
American community. White Kansas Citians maintained this system of racial exclusion and
denigration in part by “misdirection,” either by denying that exclusion existed or by claiming that
segregation was necessary to prevent racial violence. Consequently, African American organizations
sought to counter misdirection tactics. The most effective of these efforts followed World War II,
when local black activists devised demonstration strategies that targeted misdirection specifically.
At the same time, a new perception emerged among white liberals about the role of race in shaping
society. Whites in the local civil rights movement acted upon the belief that integration would
produce a better society by transforming human character. Successful in laying the foundation for
desegregating public accommodations in Kansas City, black and white activists nonetheless failed to
dismantle the systems of spatial exclusion and inequitable law enforcement or to eradicate the racial
ideologies that underlay those systems. These racial perceptions continue to shape race relations in
Kansas City and elsewhere. This study demystifies these perceptions by exploring their historical
context. While there have been many studies of the emergence of ghettos in northern and border
cities, and others of race, gender, segregation, and the origins of white ideologies, A City Divided is
the first to address these topics in the context of a dynamic, urban society in the Midwest.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: By All Accounts Linda English, 2013-03-14 The
general store in late-nineteenth-century America was often the economic heart of a small town.
Merchants sold goods necessary for residents’ daily survival and extended credit to many of their
customers; cash-poor farmers relied on merchants for their economic well-being just as the retailers
needed customers to purchase their wares. But there was more to this mutual dependence than
economics. Store owners often helped found churches and other institutions, and they and their
customers worshiped together, sent their children to the same schools, and in times of crisis, came
to one another’s assistance. For this social and cultural history, Linda English combed store account
ledgers from the 1870s and 1880s and found in them the experiences of thousands of people in
Texas and Indian Territory. Particularly revealing are her insights into the everyday lives of women,
immigrants, and ethnic and racial minorities, especially African Americans and American Indians. A



store’s ledger entries yield a wealth of detail about its proprietor, customers, and merchandise. As a
local gathering place, the general store witnessed many aspects of residents’ daily lives—many of
them recorded, if hastily, in account books. In a small community with only one store, the clientele
would include white, black, and Indian shoppers and, in some locales, Mexican American and other
immigrants. Flour, coffee, salt, potatoes, tobacco, domestic fabrics, and other staples typified most
purchases, but occasional luxury items reflected the buyer’s desire for refinement and upward
mobility. Recognizing that townspeople often accessed the wider world through the general store,
English also traces the impact of national concerns on remote rural areas—including Reconstruction,
race relations, women’s rights, and temperance campaigns. In describing the social status of store
owners and their economic and political roles in both small agricultural communities and larger
towns, English fleshes out the fascinating history of daily life in Indian Territory and Texas in a time
of transition.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Uniting Mountain & Plain Kathleen A. Brosnan,
2002 Shows how the people of Denver, Colorado Springs, and Pueblo pushed their cities to the top
of the new urban hierarchy following the discovery of gold, marginalizing the indigenous peoples.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Saloons, Prostitutes, and Temperance in
Alaska Territory Catherine Holder Spude, 2015-02-04 Prostitution, gambling, and saloons were a
vital, if not universally welcome, part of life in frontier boomtowns. In Saloons, Prostitutes, and
Temperance in Alaska Territory, Catherine Holder Spude explores the rise and fall of these
enterprises in Skagway, Alaska, between the gold rush of 1897 and the enactment of Prohibition in
1918. Her gritty account offers a case study in the clash between working-class men and
middle-class women, and in the growth of women’s political and economic power in the West. Where
most books about vice in the West depict a rambunctious sin-scape, this one addresses money and
politics. Focusing on the ambitions and resources of individual prostitutes and madams, landlords
and saloon owners, lawmen, politicians, and reformers, Spude brings issues of gender and class to
life in a place and time when vice equaled money and money controlled politics. Women of all
classes learned how to manipulate both money and politics, ultimately deciding how to practice and
regulate individual freedoms. As Progressive reforms swept America in the early twentieth century,
middle-class women in Skagway won power, Spude shows, at the expense of the values and vices of
the working-class men who had dominated the population in the town’s earliest days. Reform began
when a citizens’ committee purged Skagway of card sharks and con men in 1898, and culminated
when middle-class businessmen sided with their wives—giving them the power to vote—and in the
process banned gambling, prostitution, and saloons. Today, a century after the era Spude describes,
Skagway’s tourist industry perpetuates the stereotypes of good times in saloons and bordellos. This
book instead takes readers inside Skagway’s real dens of iniquity, before and after their demise, and
depicts frontier Skagway and its people as they really were. It will open the eyes of historians and
tourists alike.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Western Voices Steve Grinstead, Ben Fogelberg,
2004 Ever since the region's first inhabitants chiseled petroglyphs and scratched pictographs on
canyon walls, westerners have celebrated and recovered their history. Foremost among Colorado
institutions to collect, preserve, exhibit, and publish has been the 125-year-old Colorado Historical
Society. The Colorado Historical Society is home to a mother lode of the West's literary legends. This
commemorative collection of the best of the best in Colorado writing includes noted essayists and
writers such as Louis L'Amour, Wallace Stegner, Patricia Nelson Limerick, Thomas J. Noel, and
many, many more. Book jacket.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Unintended Consequences of Constitutional
Amendment David E. Kyvig, 2000 Constitutional amendments, like all laws, may lead to
unanticipated and even undesired outcomes. In this collection of original essays, a team of
distinguished historians, political scientists, and legal scholars led by award-winning constitutional
historian David E. Kyvig examines significant instances in which reform produced something other
than the foreseen result. An opening essay examines the intentions of the Constitution’s framers in



creating an amending mechanism and then explores unexpected uses of that instrument. Thereafter,
authors focus on the Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments, addressing such subjects as
criminal justice procedures, the presidential election system, the Civil War’s impact on race and
gender relations, the experiment in national prohibition, women’s suffrage, and, finally, limits on the
presidency. Together these contributions illuminate aspects of constitutional stability and evolution,
challenging current thinking about reform within the formal system of change provided by Article V
of the Constitution. Forcefully demonstrating that constitutional law is not immune to unanticipated
consequences, the eight scholars underscore the need for care, responsibility, and historical
awareness in altering the nation’s fundamental law.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Drink in Canada Cheryl Lynn Krasnick Warsh,
1993 The Elixir of Life or the Demon Rum? Liquor has been an integral aspect of Canadian culture
since European contact. The contributing authors of this collection describe drinking habits,
temperance movements, and the prohibition experience in Canada from the 1830s to the 1980s.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: From Saloons to Steak Houses Andrew T. Huse,
2020-04-14 This book takes readers on a journey into Tampa's historic bars, theaters, gambling
halls, soup kitchens, clubs, and restaurants, telling the story of the city’s past through these
fascinating social spaces—many of which can’t be found in official histories.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: We Are What We Drink Sabine N. Meyer,
2015-07-15 Sabine N. Meyer eschews the generalities of other temperance histories to provide a
close-grained story about the connections between alcohol consumption and identity in the upper
Midwest. Meyer examines the ever-shifting ways that ethnicity, gender, class, religion, and place
interacted with each other during the long temperance battle in Minnesota. Her deconstruction of
Irish and German ethnic positioning with respect to temperance activism provides a rare interethnic
history of the movement. At the same time, she shows how women engaged in temperance work as a
way to form public identities and reforges the largely neglected, yet vital link between female
temperance and suffrage activism. Relatedly, Meyer reflects on the continuities and changes
between how the movement functioned to construct identity in the heartland versus the movement's
more often studied roles in the East. She also gives a nuanced portrait of the culture clash between
a comparatively reform-minded Minneapolis and dynamic anti-temperance forces in whiskey-soaked
St. Paul--forces supported by government, community, and business institutions heavily invested in
keeping the city wet.
  the city and the saloon denver 1858 1916: Encyclopedia of Politics of the American
West Steven L. Danver, 2013-04-25 The Encyclopedia of Politics in the American West is an A to Z
reference work on the political development of one of America’s most politically distinct, not to
mention its fastest growing, region. This work will cover not only the significant events and actors of
Western politics, but also deal with key institutional, historical, environmental, and sociopolitical
themes and concepts that are important to more fully understanding the politics of the West over the
last century.
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