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The Scramble for Africa Thomas Pakenham: A Deep Dive into Imperial Ambitions
and Historical Narratives

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham serves as a gateway to understanding
one of the most transformative and turbulent periods in African and world
history. Thomas Pakenham’s insightful and meticulously researched book, *The
Scramble for Africa*, offers readers a vivid portrayal of the late 19th-
century race among European powers to colonize and control vast swaths of
African territory. This article explores the significance of Pakenham’s work,
the historical context he unpacks, and why his narrative remains a crucial
resource for anyone looking to grasp the complexities of imperialism and
African history.

Understanding the Scramble for Africa through
Thomas Pakenham’s Lens

When we think about the “Scramble for Africa,” what often comes to mind is a
chaotic and aggressive competition, but Pakenham’s book goes far beyond this
simplistic view. Published in 1991, *The Scramble for Africa* provides a
detailed chronicle of the political maneuverings, personal ambitions, and
cultural misunderstandings that fueled European colonization between roughly
1875 and 1900.

Pakenham’s writing style is engaging yet scholarly, offering both a narrative
rich with human drama and a well-sourced account that historians and general
readers alike can appreciate. His ability to weave together the stories of
explorers, diplomats, monarchs, and African leaders gives a 360-degree
perspective on how the continent was carved up.

The Historical Backdrop of the Scramble for Africa

To fully appreciate Pakenham’s work, it helps to outline the historical
circumstances that led to the scramble:

- **Economic Motivations:** The Industrial Revolution had increased European
demand for raw materials and new markets. Africa’s vast natural resources
became highly coveted.

- **political Rivalries:** European powers such as Britain, France, Germany,
Belgium, Portugal, and Italy were locked in fierce competition for global
dominance.

- **Technological Advances:** Innovations like the steamship and the



telegraph made the interior of Africa more accessible than ever before.

- **The Berlin Conference (1884-85):** This pivotal event formalized the
rules of colonization and effectively legitimized the partitioning of Africa
among European states.

Pakenham’'s account delves into each of these factors, helping readers
understand not just the “what” but the “why” behind the scramble.

Key Themes in Thomas Pakenham’s The Scramble
for Africa

Pakenham’s narrative touches on several important themes that illuminate the
broader historical and ethical dimensions of imperialism.

1. The Role of Individual Ambition and Nationalism

One of the most compelling aspects of Pakenham’s storytelling is his focus on
personalities. Figures like King Leopold II of Belgium, Cecil Rhodes of
Britain, and Otto von Bismarck of Germany emerge not merely as political
actors but as individuals whose ambitions shaped the destiny of millions. The
book highlights how personal desires for glory and wealth intertwined with
nationalist fervor, propelling the scramble forward with a sometimes reckless
zeal.

2. African Agency and Resistance

While the narrative centers on European powers, Pakenham does not omit the
vital role of African leaders and communities. He documents the resistance
movements and the diplomatic efforts Africans undertook in response to
colonial encroachment. This balanced approach prevents the story from
becoming a one-sided tale of conquest and underlines the complexity of
African responses to imperialism.

3. The Impact of Technology and Geography

Pakenham carefully explains how technological advancements and geographical
knowledge influenced colonial strategies. For example, the use of quinine to
combat malaria allowed Europeans to penetrate deeper into Africa’s interior.
The strategic importance of rivers, railways, and ports also played a crucial
role in shaping colonial boundaries.



The Scramble for Africa Thomas Pakenham and Its
Place in Historiography

The importance of Pakenham’s work extends beyond its narrative quality; it
has become a cornerstone in the historiography of African colonization.

Why Pakenham’s Account Stands Out

- **Comprehensive Research:** Pakenham drew upon a vast array of sources,
including diplomatic archives, personal letters, and contemporary newspapers.
- **Balanced Perspective:** Unlike some earlier colonial histories that
glorified European exploits or African histories that painted a purely
victimized picture, Pakenham offers a nuanced view.

- **Engaging Narrative Style:** The book reads almost like a historical
novel, making complex events accessible and compelling.

Critiques and Discussions

While Pakenham’s *The Scramble for Africa* has been widely praised, some
scholars argue that the book could further emphasize African perspectives and
the long-term consequences of colonization. Nevertheless, it remains a vital
text for understanding the mechanics and personalities behind the imperial
race.

Why Understanding the Scramble for Africa
Matters Today

The legacy of the scramble is not confined to history books; its effects
ripple through contemporary geopolitics, economic development, and cultural
identities across Africa.

Lessons from Pakenham’s Work

- **Awareness of Colonial Impact:** Recognizing how arbitrary borders and
exploitative governance systems were imposed helps explain many modern
challenges.

- **The Importance of Historical Context:** Pakenham’s detailed background
reminds us that imperialism was a complex interplay of factors, not just
simple greed or racism.

- **Appreciation for African Resilience:** By highlighting African agency,
the book encourages a more respectful and informed understanding of African



history.

Using Pakenham’s Insights for Modern Scholarship and
Education

Educators and students can leverage *The Scramble for Africa* to:

- Spark critical discussions about imperialism and its legacies.
- Understand the geopolitical roots of contemporary African states.
- Explore how historical narratives shape national and cultural identities.

Final Thoughts on The Scramble for Africa
Thomas Pakenham

Delving into *The Scramble for Africa* by Thomas Pakenham is like embarking
on a journey through a pivotal chapter of global history. It is a narrative
filled with ambition, conflict, and profound transformation. Whether you are
a history enthusiast, a student, or someone curious about the forces that
shaped modern Africa, Pakenham’s work provides a rich, engaging, and nuanced
exploration of the events and personalities behind the European colonization
of Africa. His balanced approach invites readers to reflect not only on the
past but also on how that past continues to influence the present.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Thomas Pakenham in relation to 'The Scramble
for Africa'?

Thomas Pakenham is a British historian and author known for his comprehensive
book 'The Scramble for Africa,' which details the colonization of the African
continent by European powers in the late 19th century.

What is the main focus of Thomas Pakenham's book
'The Scramble for Africa'?

The book focuses on the rapid invasion, colonization, and partition of
African territory by European powers between 1876 and 1912, highlighting the
political, military, and diplomatic events involved.

Why is Thomas Pakenham's 'The Scramble for Africa'



considered a significant work?

It is considered significant because it provides a detailed, well-researched
narrative of the complex events and personalities involved in the
colonization of Africa, combining political history with vivid storytelling.

What time period does 'The Scramble for Africa' by
Thomas Pakenham cover?

The book covers the period mainly from 1876, marking the start of intensified
European colonization, up to around 1912 when the continent was largely
divided among European powers.

How does Thomas Pakenham portray the impact of the
Scramble for Africa on indigenous populations?

Pakenham highlights the devastating effects of colonization on African
societies, including warfare, displacement, exploitation, and the disruption
of traditional cultures and political systems.

What sources did Thomas Pakenham use for his
research on 'The Scramble for Africa'?

Pakenham utilized a wide range of primary sources such as official documents,
personal letters, diaries, and contemporary newspapers, as well as secondary
sources to provide context and analysis.

Has Thomas Pakenham's 'The Scramble for Africa'
influenced modern understanding of colonial history?

Yes, the book has influenced modern understanding by offering an accessible
yet thorough account of European imperialism in Africa, prompting discussions
on the legacy and consequences of colonialism.

Additional Resources

The Scramble for Africa: An In-Depth Review of Thomas Pakenham’s Definitive
Work

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham stands as one of the most
comprehensive and authoritative accounts of the late 19th-century
colonization of Africa by European powers. Pakenham’s meticulous research and
vivid narrative bring to life the geopolitical intrigue, economic
motivations, and cultural clashes that defined this pivotal period in
history. His book, often hailed as the definitive chronicle of the “Scramble
for Africa,” offers readers a detailed examination of the era’s key players,
events, and consequences.



In exploring Pakenham’s work, it is essential to understand how he frames the
Scramble for Africa—not merely as a sequence of territorial acquisitions but
as a complex, multifaceted process driven by ambition, competition, and the
interplay of imperialist ideologies. This article delves into the core themes
of Pakenham’s narrative, evaluating its historical accuracy, narrative style,
and scholarly contributions to the field of African colonial history.

Thomas Pakenham’s Approach to the Scramble for
Africa

Thomas Pakenham approaches the Scramble for Africa with a journalist’s eye
for detail and a historian’s commitment to context. His book, published in
1991, synthesizes a vast array of primary sources, including diplomatic
correspondences, personal diaries, and official records from the European
powers involved. This rigorous research underpins the book’s credibility and
allows Pakenham to present a balanced view of the events without resorting to
simplistic moral judgments.

Unlike earlier histories that often glorified colonial expansion or portrayed
it from a Eurocentric perspective, Pakenham incorporates African voices and
perspectives where available, highlighting the profound impact of
colonization on indigenous societies. However, his work is predominantly
focused on the European actors—their strategies, rivalries, and diplomatic
maneuvers—making it particularly valuable for understanding the international
dimensions of the Scramble.

The Geopolitical Context: Why Africa? Why Then?

One of Pakenham’s key contributions is his detailed exploration of the
geopolitical motivations behind the scramble. The late 19th century was a
period of intense industrialization and competition among European powers
such as Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, and Portugal. Africa, with its
vast natural resources and strategic territories, became a focal point for
these ambitions.

Pakenham illustrates how the Berlin Conference of 1884-85 served as a
critical turning point. Convened to regulate European colonization and trade
in Africa, the conference formalized the “rules” for territorial claims,
effectively dividing the continent without African representation. Pakenham’s
account underscores the cynicism and realpolitik driving this diplomatic
gathering, revealing how African sovereignty was ignored in favor of European
interests.



Key Figures and Their Roles

Pakenham’s narrative is enriched by detailed profiles of influential figures
such as King Leopold II of Belgium, Cecil Rhodes of Britain, and Otto von
Bismarck of Germany. Each played a unique role in shaping the course of the
Scramble. For instance, King Leopold’s personal control over the Congo Free
State exemplifies the worst excesses of imperial exploitation, a subject
Pakenham documents with harrowing detail.

Cecil Rhodes emerges as a symbol of British imperial ambition and
entrepreneurial spirit, his vision for a “Cape to Cairo” railway emblematic
of the era’s grand designs. Meanwhile, Bismarck’s diplomatic maneuvering at
the Berlin Conference reveals the pragmatism and opportunism underpinning
German colonial policy. Pakenham’s skillful characterization allows readers
to grasp the complexities of these personalities beyond their public
reputations.

Analyzing the Impact: Pros and Cons of
Colonization

While Pakenham does not romanticize the imperial project, his work
acknowledges both the transformative and destructive consequences of the
Scramble for Africa. This balanced exploration is crucial for a nuanced
understanding of the period.

Economic Development: Colonial infrastructure projects, such as railways
and telegraph lines, facilitated economic integration and resource
extraction. Pakenham notes that these developments laid groundwork for
modern economies in some regions.

Political Fragmentation: Arbitrary borders drawn during colonization
ignored ethnic and cultural boundaries, sowing seeds of future
conflicts. Pakenham highlights how this legacy continues to affect
African politics today.

Human Cost: The exploitation, forced labor, and violence inflicted on
African populations are documented in stark terms. The Congo Free
State’s atrocities under Leopold II receive particular attention.

Cultural Disruption: Traditional societies were often undermined or co-
opted, leading to loss of indigenous governance systems and cultural
identities.

By presenting both the infrastructural advancements and the human suffering,
Pakenham’'s Scramble for Africa invites readers to grapple with the complexity



of colonial legacies without simplistic binaries.

Comparison with Other Histories of the Scramble for
Africa

Pakenham’s work stands out for its narrative richness and depth of detail,
but how does it compare to other prominent histories? Unlike academic tomes
that focus heavily on theoretical frameworks or economic analyses, Pakenham’s
book is accessible to general readers while maintaining scholarly rigor.

For instance, compared to historians like John Darwin or A.G. Hopkins, who
emphasize imperialism’s economic and political structures, Pakenham offers a
more vivid storytelling approach. This makes the work particularly appealing
for those seeking to understand the human drama behind continental partition.
However, some critics argue that Pakenham’s emphasis on European
personalities may underplay African agency, a limitation common in many
Western accounts.

The Scramble for Africa’s Enduring Relevance

More than a century after the colonial rush ended, the themes explored in
Pakenham’s book remain pertinent. The arbitrary boundaries and power dynamics
established during the Scramble continue to shape international relations and
internal conflicts within African nations. Understanding this history is
essential for policymakers, scholars, and anyone interested in the roots of
contemporary African geopolitics.

Moreover, Pakenham’s detailed documentation of the period serves as a
cautionary tale about the consequences of unchecked imperial ambition and the
ethical responsibilities of global powers. His work encourages critical
reflection on past mistakes while providing a foundation for more informed
discussions about Africa’s future.

In sum, Thomas Pakenham’s The Scramble for Africa is an indispensable
resource for comprehending one of history’s most significant episodes of
colonization. Through its exhaustive research, compelling narrative, and
balanced analysis, the book enriches the discourse around imperialism and its
lasting impact on the African continent.
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the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: The Scramble for Africa, 1876-1912 Thomas
Pakenham, 1991 History of European colonialism in Africa from 1876-1912.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: The Scramble for Africa, 1876-1912 Thomas
Pakenham, 2001 The Scramble for Africa astonished everyone.In 1880 most of the continent was
ruled by Africans, and barely explored. By 1902, five European Powers (and one extraordinary
individual) had grabbed almost the whole continent, giving themselves 30 new colonies and
protectorates and 10 million square miles of new territory, and 110 million bewildered new
subjects.Thomas Pakenham's story of the conquest of Africa is recognised as one of the finest
narrative histories of the last few decades. We are given arresting vignettes of the main players.
Lord Derby, protesting at 'this absurd scramble'; the Belgian Emperor King Leopold II grabbing and
ruthlessly exploiting the rubber deposits in the Congo; and Prince Otto von Bismarck casually
munching on prawns at the Congress of Berlin while determining the fate of millions.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Kongo: Kriege, Korruption und die Kunst
des Uberlebens Dominic Johnson, 2014-03-11 Seit zwei Jahrzehnten ist der Kongo von bewaffneten
Konflikten zerrissen. Die Spannungen und Probleme, die zu den Kongokriegen fuhrten, sind auch
heute nicht gelost. Obwohl reich an Rohstoffen, zahlt der Kongo zu den armsten Landern der Welt.
Demokratische Entwicklungen werden immer wieder von den Machthabern sabotiert. In Kongos
Ostregion Kivu tobt bis heute ein grausamer Milizenkrieg, der auch nach dem Ende der
M23-Rebellion nicht vorbei ist. Doch die Kongolesen haben nie die Kunst des Uberlebens verlernt
und organisieren ihren Alltag in eigenen informellen Strukturen. Dominic Johnson legt ein grundlich
recherchiertes Buch vor zur Geschichte des noch relativ jungen Staates und seiner politischen
Entwicklung bis heute. Fiir diese dritte Auflage wurde das Buch umfassend tiberarbeitet, erweitert
und auf den neuesten Stand gebracht.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: The Acquisition of Africa (1870-1914) Mieke
van der Linden, 2016-10-05 Over recent decades, the responsibility for the past actions of the
European colonial powers in relation to their former colonies has been subject to a lively debate. In
this book, the question of the responsibility under international law of former colonial States is
addressed. Such a legal responsibility would presuppose the violation of the international law that
was applicable at the time of colonization. In the ‘Scramble for Africa’ during the Age of New
Imperialism (1870-1914), European States and non-State actors mainly used cession and
protectorate treaties to acquire territorial sovereignty (imperium) and property rights over land
(dominium). The question is raised whether Europeans did or did not on a systematic scale breach
these treaties in the context of the acquisition of territory and the expansion of empire, mainly
through extending sovereignty rights and, subsequently, intervening in the internal affairs of African
political entities.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Der gewaltsame Lehrer Dieter Langewiesche,
2019-01-25 Europas Kriege haben die Welt verandert. Kriege erzwangen seine Vorherrschaft in der
Welt, Kriege beendeten sie. Kriege waren die Geburtshelfer von Nationen und Nationalstaaten,
Kriege verhalfen Revolutionen zum Erfolg. Warum die Menschen immer wieder auf Krieg und
Gewalt setzten, um ihre Ziele zu erreichen, davon handelt das Buch des renommierten Historikers
Dieter Langewiesche. Dass der Krieg eine historische Gestaltungskraft ersten Ranges ist, gehort zu
den unbequemsten Wahrheiten der Geschichte. Und sie ist weiterhin aktuell. Nicht nur gibt es
immer noch Kriege auf der Welt, selbst humanitare Interventionen oder der Kampf gegen den Terror
kommen ohne kriegerische Einsatze nicht aus. Warum aber greifen Menschen und Staaten
uberhaupt zum Mittel des Krieges? Wie haben Kriege Wandel ermoglicht oder verhindert? War der
Krieg im europaischen Laboratorium der Staats- und Gesellschaftsordnungen sogar unverzichtbar?
Der Tubinger Historiker Dieter Langewiesche beschaftigt sich seit vielen Jahren intensiv mit diesen
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Fragen und legt nun eine grundlegende Analyse vor, in der es nicht um Pulverdampf und
Schlachtenlarm geht, sondern um den Ort des Krieges in der Geschichte der Moderne.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Africa at the Millenium B. Bakut, S. Dutt,
2016-04-30 This book is aimed at providing a framework for research into African issues in the
twenty-first century. Apart from its African-centred approach, it argues that previously marginalised
areas of research require in-depth study. It also introduces new areas of interest absent in existing
works. The book pays particular attention to the relative success of African countries and regions in
their attempt to find solutions to Africa's problems and the changing role of African states in
international relations.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: TRIUMPH OF RACISM Emmanuel Neba-Fuh,
2021-04-05 Emmanuel Neba-Fuh in this comprehensive chronological compilation and thorough
narrative of the history of white supremacy in Africa provide an unflinching fresh case that African
poverty - a central tenet of the “shithole” demonization, is not a natural feature of geography or a
consequence of culture, but a direct product of imperial extraction from the continent - a practice
that continues into the present. A brutal and nefarious tale of slave trade, genocides, massacres,
dictators supported, progressive leaders murdered, weapon-smuggling, cloak-and-dagger secret
services, corruption, international conspiracy, and spectacular military operations, he raised the
most basic and fundamental question - how was Africa (the world’s richest continent) raped and
reduced to what Donald J. Trump called “shithole?” By V. Mbanwie

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Catastrophe Richard Bourne, 2011-08-11 No one
in 1980 could have guessed that Zimbabwe would become a failed state on such a monumental and
tragic scale. In this incisive and revealing book, Richard Bourne shows how a country which had
every prospect of success when it achieved a delayed independence in 1980 became a brutal police
state with hyperinflation, collapsing life expectancy and abandonment by a third of its citizens less
than thirty years later. Beginning with the British conquest of Zimbabwe and covering events up to
the present precarious political situation, this is the most comprehensive, up-to-date and readable
account of the ongoing crisis. Bourne shows that Zimbabwe's tragedy is not just about Mugabe's
‘evil' but about history, Africa today and the world's attitudes towards them.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Afrika seit der Dekolonisation Martin Welz,
2020-11-18 Africa is a continent with an eventful history that currently has a population of more
than 1.2 billion, in 54 recognized states. It is shaped by different cultures, languages and religions.
Some of the states have gone through crises and conflicts, others are rooted in tradition and ancient
customs, while yet others have opened up towards modern economic and socio-economic
trajectories. Overall, Africa is currently confronting a number of serious problems. The continent is
still facing tremendous challenges even today & in creating the conditions for a peaceful community,
providing all citizens with access to education, medicine and hygiene care, and in improving housing
and living conditions. In twelve chapters, Martin Welz presents Africa=s remarkable diversity and
calls into question clichés and stereotypes by focusing on African and non-African protagonists and
structural conditions. Among other things, he vividly illustrates the stages that were involved in
decolonization and their effects on today=s societies. He describes external influences on Africa and
the political characteristics and systems in the individual states. The author thus opens up a broad
panorama over Africa=s historically based situation and provides the reader with a rapid and
well-founded overview of the current social and political situation on the entire continent. Horst
Kohler (President of Germany, 2004&2010) commented on the book: ?Martin Welz=s book is like a
mosaic: up close, you can see all the details and differences, ranging from geography and history to
the formative personalities of the countries of Africa that were once shaped by colonial despotism.
But when you finish the book and step back, you=re able to see the major connections and
structures. Anyone wanting to understand the history and politics of Africa since decolonization and
get to know the diversity of the continent better should read this book.=

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Konig Leopold II. und der belgische
Kolonialismus Tim Benner, 2018-08-20 Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2018 im Fachbereich Geschichte



- Sonstiges, Note: 2,0, Philipps-Universitat Marburg, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Im Folgenden soll
anhand dieser Erkenntnisse dargelegt werden, welche Art von Kolonialismus Leopold II. verfolgte,
wie dessen ideale Kolonie aussehen sollte und warum er den Kongo letztlich als Verwirklichung
seiner Plane auswahlte. Im Fazit soll daran anschlielSend der Kolonialismus Leopolds II. kritisch
betrachtet werden, insbesondere in Bezug auf die Auswirkungen seines Handelns im Kongo, die bis
heute nachwirken. In diesem Zusammenhang werden Leopolds II. Motive naher beleuchtet und
gemal’ der Leitfrage dieser Arbeit diskutiert, zu wessen Gunsten Leopold II. letztlich eine Kolonie
erwirbt, fur Belgien oder fur sich selbst.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: The Handbook of African Defence and
Armed Forces Evert Kleynhans, Marco Wyss, 2025-03-01 The Handbook of African Defence and
Armed Forces provides the first in-depth and multifaceted analysis of the evolution and current state
of national defence policies, strategies, doctrines, capabilities, security challenges, and strategic
responses of African states and their armed forces. Geographically, these aspects are investigated at
the national, sub-regional, and regional levels. Chronologically, they are analysed against the
backdrop of the 'superpower withdrawal' from the continent in the 1990s, and the so-called 'New
Scramble for Africa’, which has seen a crescendo of renewed great power interest in the continent's
resources, as well as its strategic role, location, and relevance since the 2000s. The book takes a
bottom-up and African-centric approach, and is organized around five key themes: i) the differing
security outlooks and defence policies of African powers within the region and the different
sub-regions; ii) the strategies, doctrines, transformation, and employment of African armed forces;
iii) the relationship between African armed forces with sub-regional, regional, and international
organizations; iv) the challenges that African states and their armed forces have been facing and
their strategic responses; and v) the position of African perspectives and agency in the context of
continental and international security and defence. Understanding African security and defence,
especially in terms of each individual nation's ability to contribute to peacekeeping operations,
counterterrorism, border security, and internal security requires a focus on the national level of
armed forces and defence policies; this in turns sheds light on sub-regional and regional
divergences, challenges, and cooperation. Based on this framework, the chapters in this volume
offer comprehensive African perspectives on African and international security and defence, and in
doing so show the agency of the continent's countries and armed forces in International Security and
Relations.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: The Bleeding Continent Venatius Chukwudum
Oforka, 2015-12-11 This book tells the story of the sorry state of Africa. Although it acknowledges
how Europe especially initiated and has surreptitiously maintained the ongoing predation on and the
impoverishment of Africa, its major attention is on Africas self-betrayal, how Africas political leaders
and elites have contributed in the present predicament of Africa. Beginning from the dishonourably
sadistic roles some of the kings, chiefs, and elites of Africa played during the slave trade era to the
predatory systems of governance many of their political leaders adopted after decolonisation and
have maintained to date, this book x-rays the internal factors that are also responsible for the
poverty of Africa. The author argues passionately, consequently, that only Africa can help Africa, not
foreign aid or any external intervention. He stresses that unless the cannibalistic system of
governance in many African states are reformed and systems that can stimulate and sustain
economic growth adopted, the disappearance of Africa is imminent.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Neutrality’s Empire Per Hogselius, David
Nilsson, Hanna Vikstrom, 2025-10-01 Reconciling Sweden’s reputation for political neutrality and
scientific prestige alongside its involvement in extractivist colonial projects exposes uncomfortable
overlaps between these seemingly disparate ventures. In this illuminating reappraisal of the
intersections between Swedish colonialism and its industrial history, Neutrality’s Empire explores
how Swedish actors—ranging from diplomats and business leaders to missionaries, geologists and
engineers—leveraged Sweden’s global standing to access valuable mineral resources across Africa
and Asia. In doing so, this book presents a historical narrative which clarifies Sweden’s




entanglement with the forces of globalization, colonialism, and climate change.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Earthopolis Carl H. Nightingale, 2022-06-09 A
panoramic study of our Urban Planet that takes readers on a six-continent, six-millennia tour of the
world's cities.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Africa Is Not A Country Dipo Faloyin, 2022-04-07
A bright portrait of modern Africa that pushes back against harmful stereotypes to tell a more
comprehensive story. '‘Warm, funny, biting and essential reading.' Adam Rutherford 'An exhilarating
journey through the myths, misconceptions and stereotypes of modern Africa. This book is the
history lesson that we all need.' Jeffrey Boakye, Guardian You already know these stereotypes. So
often Africa is depicted simplistically as an arid red landscape of famines and safaris, uniquely
plagued by poverty and strife. In this funny and insightful book, Dipo Faloyin offers a much-needed
corrective. He examines each country's colonial heritage, and explores a wide range of subjects,
from chronicling urban life in Lagos and the lively West African rivalry over who makes the best
Jollof rice, to the story of democracy in seven dictatorships and the dangers of stereotypes in popular
culture. By turns intimate and political, Africa Is Not A Country brings the story of the continent
towards reality, celebrating the energy and fabric of its different cultures and communities in a way
that has never been done before. 'Hilarious, ferocious, generous and convincing. It made me
reconsider almost everything I thought I knew about Africa.' Oliver Bullough 'This book should be on
the curriculum.' Nikki May, author of Wahala

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Freedom Is Not Free Alex Adams, 2021-10-12
Liberty and character play vital roles in the functioning of free societies, but we often overlook both.
Alex Adams gives them the attention they deserve in this memoir, highlighting his adventures and
missteps in seeking to promote liberty and justice. His insights will particularly resonate with his
fellow scientists and engineers, who may recognize themselves in various parts of the story—or see
alternate ways to deal with problems. The author’s intent is to highlight the good, the bad, and the
ugly aspects of human behavior to come to conclusions about how we’ve arrived at our current state,
where we are likely headed, and how we should think about our lives. Throughout the book, he
promotes the value of freedom even while recognizing that many have difficulty managing it. Even
so, he cautions everyone against authoritarian government as it stunts personal growth and
inevitably leads to corruption. Join the author as he shares the lessons he’s learned over a long
career and urges everyone to reject party politics in Freedom Is Not Free.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Against the Grain William Nicol, 2006-07
School days in Guiana, Glasgow and Fife, two years in the Army and six years studying Medicine
turned the boy into a doctor. Dreaming dreams with Avril, their marriage, their family and their
affinity for common spiritual and material values set them on a pilgrimage of repeated challenges.
Three years in a mission hospital in apartheid South Africa, conflicting interests of specialization and
family responsibilities didn't deter the writer from returning to South Africa to develop the
Orthopaedic Service for the Transkei before settling in Halifax, West Yorkshire. In time another
phase of life beckoned. Ordained to the ministry in the United Reformed Church, churches in
Newcastle, Ashington, the Borders, Pietermaritzburg, have all heard the sermon on the Hip Joint.
Changing attitudes in Medicine and the Church, as in society worldwide are described from a
personal, family, often humorous perspective as the journey Against the Grain unfolds.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Entrepreneurship in Africa Moses E. Ochonu,
2018-02-05 A tapestry of innovation, ideas, and commerce, Africa and its entrepreneurial hubs are
deeply connected to those of the past. Moses E. Ochonu and an international group of contributors
explores the lived experiences of African innovators who have created value for themselves and their
communities. Profiles of vendors, farmers, craftspeople, healers, spiritual consultants, warriors,
musicians, technological innovators, political mobilizers, and laborers featured in this volume show
African models of entrepreneurship in action. As a whole, the essays consider the history of
entrepreneurship in Africa, illustrating its multiple origins and showing how it differs from the
Western capitalist experience. As they establish historical patterns of business creativity, these



explorations open new avenues for understanding indigenous enterprise and homegrown commerce
and their relationship to social, economic, and political debates in Africa today.

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: Imperial Powers and Humanitarian Interventions
Rapha€él Cheriau, 2021-05-03 In the second half of the nineteenth century, the Zanzibar Sultanate
became the focal point of European imperial and humanitarian policies, most notably Britain,
France, and Germany. In fact, the Sultanate was one of the few places in the world where
humanitarianism and imperialism met in the most obvious fashion. This crucial encounter was
perfectly embodied by the iconic meeting of Dr. Livingstone and Henry Morton Stanley in 1871. This
book challenges the common presumption that those humanitarian concerns only served to conceal
vile colonial interests. It brings the repression of the East African slave trade at sea and the
expansion of empires into a new light in comparing French and British archives for the first time.
Raphaél Cheriau argues that the ‘brutal power politics’ of recent humanitarian interventions have
shaped historians’ perspectives on earlier interventions, but that he is able to escape these
present-day sensibilities in his approach to British and French interventions in nineteenth-century
eastern Africa. While I might challenge that suggestion, nonetheless he offers historians a valuable
book that explores in detail the way imperialists of the nineteenth century did and did not use
humanitarianism as a justification for their work in eastern Africa. - Elisabeth MacMahon, The
English Historical Review The author weaves together a rich trove of primary documents from both
British and French archives; some of these have been fruitfully exploited by previous historians,
others reflect Cheriau’s energetic digging to go beyond the obvious. He also draws upon an equally
dense corpus of published primary sources in both languages, as well as several contemporary
newspapers, while his mastery of the secondary literature is impressive. - Edward Alpers, Australian
Institute of International Affairs

the scramble for africa thomas pakenham: The New Journalism, the New Imperialism
and the Fiction of Empire, 1870-1900 Andrew Griffiths, 2015-08-25 Aggressive policy,
enthusiastic news coverage and sensational novelistic style combined to create a distinctive image of
Britain's Empire in late-Victorian print media. The New Journalism, the New Imperialism and the
Fiction of Empire, 1870-1900 traces this phenomenon through the work of editors, special
correspondents and authors.
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