control theory in sociology

Control Theory in Sociology: Understanding Social Order and Deviance

Control theory in sociology offers a fascinating lens through which we can explore why people conform
to social norms and why some deviate from them. At its core, this theory helps explain the social
bonds and mechanisms that maintain order within societies. Rather than focusing solely on what drives
individuals toward deviance or crime, control theory shifts the spotlight to the factors that prevent such

behavior, emphasizing the importance of societal controls.

The Foundations of Control Theory in Sociology

Control theory in sociology emerged prominently in the mid-20th century, particularly through the work
of sociologist Travis Hirschi. Hirschi’s 1969 book, *Causes of Delinquency*, laid the groundwork by
arguing that strong social bonds inhibit individuals from engaging in deviant acts. Instead of seeking to
understand what pushes people toward crime, Hirschi asked why most people conform most of the

time.
At its essence, control theory posits that everyone has the potential to violate social norms, but the

presence of certain controls—internal and external—restrains these impulses. These controls come in

various forms, including family ties, community expectations, and personal values.

Social Bonds: The Glue That Holds Society Together

One of the most important contributions of control theory is its focus on social bonds, which Hirschi

identified as comprising four key elements:



¢ Attachment: Emotional connections to others, such as family, friends, and peers, create a sense

of responsibility and care, discouraging deviance.

o Commitment: Investment in conventional activities like education or a career increases the cost

of deviant behavior due to potential loss.

¢ Involvement: Participation in socially approved activities leaves less time and opportunity for

deviance.

 Belief: Acceptance of social norms and laws strengthens conformity.

These elements work together to build a web of social controls that guide individuals toward

conformity. When these bonds weaken or break, the risk of deviant behavior increases.

How Control Theory Explains Deviance

Unlike other sociological theories that might focus on the motivations behind criminal behavior, control
theory in sociology asks: what prevents crime? It suggests that deviance occurs when the social bonds

that tie an individual to society are weak or absent.

The Role of Self-Control

Another important dimension of control theory is the concept of self-control, which was further
expanded by criminologists like Michael Gottfredson and Travis Hirschi in their General Theory of
Crime. According to their theory, individuals with low self-control are more likely to engage in

impulsive, risky, and deviant behaviors.



Self-control develops early in life through effective parenting and socialization. Without these controls,
individuals may struggle to resist temptation or consider long-term consequences, making deviance

more likely. This perspective highlights the interplay between individual traits and social influences.

External Controls: Society’s Watchful Eye

While internal controls like self-discipline are crucial, external social controls also play a significant role.
These include laws, regulations, community surveillance, and the reactions of others. Society imposes

sanctions—both formal and informal—to discourage rule-breaking.
For example, fear of punishment, social ostracism, or damage to reputation can deter deviant acts.

Community cohesion and the presence of strong institutions, such as schools and religious

organizations, reinforce these controls by promoting shared values and expectations.

Applications of Control Theory in Modern Sociology

Control theory in sociology remains influential in understanding various social phenomena beyond
crime and delinquency. Its principles are applied in fields such as social work, criminology, and

education to design interventions that strengthen social bonds and reduce deviance.

Preventing Juvenile Delinquency

One of the most practical uses of control theory is in juvenile delinquency prevention programs. Efforts
that focus on reinforcing family ties, encouraging school engagement, and fostering positive peer

relationships align with the theory’s emphasis on social bonds.

For instance, mentoring programs that connect at-risk youth with caring adults aim to build



attachments and commitment, providing the support needed to resist delinquent influences.

Understanding Workplace Deviance

Control theory also sheds light on deviance within organizations, such as workplace theft or sabotage.
Employees who feel disconnected from their company or lack commitment may be more prone to such
behaviors. Strengthening organizational culture and employee involvement can serve as a form of

social control that discourages misconduct.

Critiques and Expansions of Control Theory

While control theory in sociology offers valuable insights, it is not without criticism. Some argue that it
oversimplifies human behavior by assuming deviance results solely from weak social bonds or low
self-control. Others point out that it may not fully account for structural factors like poverty or

discrimination, which shape opportunities and motivations.

Integrating Structural Perspectives

To address these limitations, some sociologists integrate control theory with other frameworks, such as
strain theory or labeling theory, to provide a more nuanced understanding of deviance. These hybrid
approaches recognize that while social bonds matter, broader social contexts and power dynamics

also influence behavior.

Expanding the Concept of Social Control

Recent scholarship has expanded the concept of social control to include digital surveillance and social



media’s role in shaping behavior. Online communities can exert powerful norms and sanctions,

creating new forms of control that are still being explored.

Why Control Theory Still Matters Today

In a rapidly changing world, where social norms continuously evolve, control theory in sociology offers
a timeless framework for understanding how societies maintain order. Whether examining crime rates,

social cohesion, or even online behavior, the theory’s focus on bonds and controls remains relevant.

By recognizing the importance of strong relationships, community involvement, and shared beliefs,
policymakers and social workers can create environments that foster conformity and reduce deviance.
Ultimately, control theory reminds us that social order is not just about laws and punishments—it’s

about the connections that tie us all together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is control theory in sociology?

Control theory in sociology is a perspective that explains social order and conformity by focusing on

the social bonds and controls that prevent individuals from engaging in deviant behavior.

Who is considered the founder of control theory in sociology?

Travis Hirschi is considered the founder of control theory in sociology, particularly known for his 1969

work 'Causes of Delinquency' which introduced the social bond theory.

What are the main components of Hirschi's social bond theory?

Hirschi's social bond theory consists of four main components: attachment, commitment, involvement,

and belief, which work together to maintain conformity and prevent deviance.



How does control theory differ from other theories of deviance?

Control theory differs from other deviance theories by emphasizing why people conform rather than

why they deviate, focusing on social bonds and controls rather than motivations for deviance.

What role does socialization play in control theory?

In control theory, socialization is crucial because it establishes social bonds and internal controls that

encourage conformity and discourage deviant behavior.

Can control theory be applied to explain white-collar crime?

Yes, control theory can be applied to white-collar crime by examining how weak social bonds or lack of

effective controls in professional environments may lead individuals to commit such crimes.

How has control theory evolved with modern sociological research?

Control theory has evolved to incorporate concepts like self-control and has been integrated with other
theories, such as strain theory, to better explain complex patterns of deviance and conformity in

contemporary society.

Additional Resources

Control Theory in Sociology: An Analytical Review of Social Bonds and Behavioral Regulation

Control theory in sociology represents a foundational framework for understanding why individuals
conform to social norms and laws, and conversely, why they sometimes deviate. Unlike theories that
focus primarily on motivations for deviance, control theory delves into the mechanisms that inhibit
deviant behavior, positing that social bonds and institutions act as regulatory forces. This article offers
a comprehensive examination of control theory’s origins, key concepts, contemporary applications, and

its place within the broader landscape of sociological criminology and behavioral studies.



The Origins and Evolution of Control Theory in Sociology

Control theory in sociology traces its roots back to the mid-20th century, emerging as a counterpoint to
strain and differential association theories that emphasized the causes of deviance. Travis Hirschi’s
seminal work in 1969, "Causes of Delinquency," is widely credited with formalizing control theory,
introducing the concept that social bonds restrain individuals from engaging in delinquent acts. Hirschi
argued that deviance occurs when an individual’s social connections weaken or break down, reducing

the controls that typically promote conformity.

Since its inception, control theory has evolved through various interpretations and extensions. Early
formulations focused predominantly on informal social controls—family, school, peer groups—while later
scholars incorporated formal controls such as law enforcement and judicial systems. The theory now

serves as a bridge connecting micro-level interpersonal interactions to macro-level social structures.

Key Components of Social Control

Control theory identifies four critical elements that constitute social bonds, each playing a role in

regulating behavior:
¢ Attachment: Emotional and social ties to family, friends, and community, which foster a sense of
belonging and accountability.

e Commitment: Investment in conventional activities such as education and career, which raises

the stakes of engaging in deviance.

¢ Involvement: Participation in socially approved activities that consume time and energy, reducing

opportunities for deviant behavior.



» Belief: Acceptance of social norms and laws as legitimate and worthy of adherence.

These elements collectively form a framework to explain the varying degrees of social control

experienced by individuals across different contexts.

Analytical Perspectives on Control Theory

Control theory in sociology stands out for its emphasis on socialization processes and institutional
influence over individual behavior. By shifting the focus from deviance causation to the prevention of
deviance, it offers a unique lens for analyzing social order. However, it is important to critically assess

its explanatory power and limitations.

Strengths and Contributions

One of the theory’s primary strengths lies in its comprehensive approach to social bonds. Unlike purely
psychological or economic explanations for deviance, control theory integrates emotional, cognitive,
and behavioral dimensions. This multidimensionality allows researchers and policymakers to design

interventions targeting family dynamics, educational engagement, and community involvement.

Moreover, empirical studies have supported Hirschi’s propositions. For example, statistical analyses
consistently show that stronger attachments to family and school correlate with lower delinquency
rates. Control theory has also been influential in juvenile justice reforms, emphasizing rehabilitation

through strengthening social bonds rather than punitive measures alone.



Critiques and Challenges

Despite its contributions, control theory has faced criticism on several fronts. Some scholars argue that
it oversimplifies complex social behaviors by assuming that weakened social bonds inevitably lead to
deviance. This perspective may neglect structural factors such as poverty, discrimination, and systemic

inequality that influence both social bonds and deviant outcomes.

Additionally, critics highlight that control theory tends to underemphasize the role of agency and
individual variation in interpreting and responding to social controls. Not all individuals with weak
attachments engage in deviance, and conversely, some with strong social bonds may still commit

offenses.

Applications and Implications in Contemporary Sociology

Control theory remains a vital tool in contemporary sociological research, particularly in fields such as
criminology, juvenile delinquency, and social policy design. Its principles have been adapted to study

diverse populations and social settings.

Juvenile Delinquency and Social Bonds

Research on youth offending frequently leverages control theory to understand the protective role of
family cohesion, school attachment, and community programs. Programs aimed at increasing youth
involvement in extracurricular activities or mentoring relationships often cite control theory as the

theoretical underpinning for their preventive strategies.



Institutional Control and Social Order

Beyond individual behavior, control theory informs analyses of how institutions maintain social order.
For example, the effectiveness of law enforcement agencies can be viewed through the lens of formal
social controls that complement informal controls embedded in communities. This dual structure is

critical in explaining variations in crime rates across different societies.

Comparative Perspectives

Comparisons between societies with differing levels of social cohesion and institutional trust reveal
interesting insights. Countries with higher levels of social capital and robust social bonds tend to
exhibit lower crime rates, consistent with control theory’s predictions. Conversely, fragmented societies
with weak institutional controls often struggle with higher incidences of deviance, pointing to the

interplay between social control mechanisms and societal stability.

The Future of Control Theory in Sociological Research

As the social landscape transforms with globalization, technological advances, and shifting cultural
norms, control theory in sociology adapts to new challenges. Digital communities and online social
networks, for instance, present novel forms of attachment and involvement that can either strengthen

or weaken traditional social controls.

Emerging research explores how virtual interactions influence adherence to social norms and whether
digital bonds can substitute for physical social ties in deterring deviant behavior. Additionally,
interdisciplinary approaches integrating psychology, neuroscience, and data analytics are enriching the

theoretical framework, providing deeper insights into the mechanisms of control.

The role of social media platforms in shaping belief systems and community involvement introduces a



complex dynamic that control theory must address to remain relevant. Understanding how online

environments affect commitment and attachment will be crucial for future sociological inquiries.
Control theory in sociology, while rooted in decades-old scholarship, continues to offer a robust and

adaptable framework for analyzing social conformity and deviance. Its focus on the interplay between

individual behavior and social structures ensures ongoing relevance in a rapidly changing world.
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control theory in sociology: Purpose, Meaning, and Action K. McClelland, T. Fararo,
2016-09-23 Control Systems Theory, a newly developing theoretical perspective, starts from an
important insight into human behaviour: that people attempt to control the world around them as
they perceive it. This book brings together for the first time the work of prominent sociologists
contributing to the development of this wideranging theoretical paradigm.

control theory in sociology: The Sociology of Deviance Robert J. Franzese, 2015-08-11 This
timely second edition remains essentially the same in overall organization and chapter layout and
titles. New to the book is updated data and facts from empirical research and government and
agency reports. Some information in some chapters was retained from the first edition if it was
deemed still relevant and interesting. The definition of deviance has been modified to be more in line
with standard understandings of the term which frequently describe deviance as violations of social
norms. The word “differences” remains part of the definition and implies differences in attitudes,
lifestyles, values, and choices that exist among individuals and groups in society. The concept of
deviance is no longer treated as a label in itself, also placing the definition of the term more in
alignment with its standard usage. The title of the book remains the same and “tradition” still
implies the book covers areas that have long been addressed in deviance texts such as addictions,
crime, and sexual behaviors, to name a few. The term “stigma” is retained for two reasons: it is in
honor of Erving Goffman, a giant in the discipline of sociology who offered much to the study of
differences, and it is used to accentuate the importance of societal reaction in a heterogeneous
society. In this updated edition, every attempt has been made to respond to input from colleagues
and students concerning text content and writing style. Chapters still include “In Recognition” or
comments that honor scholars whose research and professional interests are related to the chapters
under study. Effective case studies are again included in the chapters. Considerable effort went into
decisions of what was to be added, changed, maintained, and deleted from the first edition, resulting
in meaningful modifications throughout the book.
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Understanding Society is an indispensable resource for students, scholars, and anyone interested in
delving deep into the intricate fabric of human social life. With ten meticulously crafted chapters
covering everything from the foundational principles of sociology to cutting-edge contemporary
issues, this book offers a thorough exploration of the discipline. From sociological theories to social
institutions, socialization to social change, each chapter provides a wealth of knowledge presented
in a clear and engaging manner. Whether you're seeking to grasp the complexities of social
stratification, unravel the dynamics of social interaction, or explore the impact of globalization, this
book equips you with the tools and insights needed to navigate the intricate landscape of sociology.
With its rich blend of theory, research, and real-world applications, Mastering Sociology is not just a
textbook—it's a roadmap to becoming truly amazing at understanding society.

control theory in sociology: Handbook of the Sociology of Emotions: Volume II Jan E. Stets,
Jonathan H. Turner, 2014-08-18 Handbook of the Sociology of Emotions Volume II presents all new
chapters in the ever developing area of the sociology of emotions. The volume is divided into two
sections: Theoretical Perspectives and Social Arenas of Emotions. It reviews major sociological
theories on emotions, which include evolutionary theory, identity theory, affect control theory, social
exchange theory, ritual theory, and cultural theory among others. Social arenas where emotions are
examined include, but are not limited to, the economy and the workplace, the family, mental health,
crime, sports, technology, social movements and the field of science. All the chapters review the
major theories and research in the area and each chapter ends with some discussion of directions
for future research. The Sociology of Emotions is a fast growing and vital field in the broad discipline
of Sociology. This volume II follows the Handbook of the Sociology of Emotions which was first
published in 2006. In 2008, this first handbook received the “Outstanding Recent Contribution” in
the Emotions Section of the American Sociological Association. With contributions from leading
scholars from different areas in the discipline, such as neurosociology, culture, economics, mental
health, gender, social movements, discussing state-of-art theory and research on emotions in
sociology this volume will generate wider appeal to the sociological community.

control theory in sociology: Systems Intelligence - A New Lens on Human Engagement and
Action , 2008

control theory in sociology: Introduction to Sociology Frank van Tubergen, 2020-02-25
Comprehensive and engaging, this textbook introduces students not only to foundational sociological
work, but also to insights from contemporary sociological theory and research. This combined
approach ensures that students become familiar with the core of sociology: key concepts, theories,
perspectives, methods, and findings. Students will acquire the ability to think like a sociologist,
investigate and understand complex social phenomena. This text presents a complete sociological
toolkit, guiding students in the art of asking good sociological questions, devising a sophisticated
theory and developing methodologies to observe social phenomena. The chapters of this book build
cumulatively to equip students with the tools to quickly understand any new sociological topic or
contemporary social problem. The textbook also applies the sociological toolkit to selected key
sociological issues, showing how specific sociological topics can be easily investigated and
understood using this approach. Taking a global and comparative perspective, the book covers a rich
diversity of sociological topics and social problems, such as crime, immigration, race and ethnicity,
media, education, family, organizations, gender, poverty, modernization and religion. The book
presents a range of helpful pedagogical features throughout, such as: Chapter overview and learning
goals summaries at the start of every chapter; Thinking like a sociologist boxes, encouraging
students to reflect critically on learning points; Principle boxes, summarizing key sociological
principles; Theory schema boxes, presenting sociological theories in a clear, understandable
manner; Stylized facts highlighting key empirical findings and patterns; Key concepts and summary
sections at the end of every chapter; and Companion website providing additional material for every
chapter for both instructors and students, including PowerPoint lecture notes, discussion questions
and answers, multiple-choice questions, further reading and a full glossary of terms. This clear and
accessible text is essential reading for students taking introductory courses in sociology. It will also



be useful for undergraduate and graduate courses in other social science disciplines, such as
psychology, economics, human geography, demography, communication studies, education sciences,
political science and criminology.

control theory in sociology: The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology George Ritzer, J. Michael
Ryan, 2011-01-25 This concise encyclopedia is the most complete international survey of sociology
ever created in one volume. Contains over 800 entries from the whole breadth of the discipline
Distilled from the highly regarded Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, with entries completely
revised and updated to provide succinct and up-to-date coverage of the fundamental topics Global in
scope, both in terms of topics and contributors Each entry includes references and suggestions for
further reading Cross-referencing allows easy movement around the volume

control theory in sociology: Contemporary Social Psychological Theories Peter James
Burke, 2006 This text presents the most important and influential social psychological theories and
research programs in contemporary sociology. Original chapters by the scholars who initiated and
developed these theoretical perspectives provide full descriptions of each theory, its background,
development, and future. The first four chapters cover general approaches, organized around
fundamental principles and issues--symbolic interaction, social exchange, distributive justice, and
rational choice. The following chapters focus on specific research programs and theories, examining
identity, affect, comparison processes, power and dependence, social exchange, status construction,
and legitimacy. A concluding chapter provides an analysis of and commentary on the state of the
theoretical programs in sociological social psychology. Contributors: Peter J. Burke, Joseph Berger,
Coye Cheshire, Karen S. Cook, Pamela Emanuelson, Alexandra Gerbasi, Karen A. Hegtvedt, Michael
A. Hogg, Guillermina Jasso, Edward J. Lawler, Michael W. Macy, George J. McCall, Linda D. Molm,
Cecilia L. Ridgeway, Dawn T. Robinson, Lynn Smith-Lovin, Jan E. Stets, Jonathan H. Turner, Murray
Webster ]Jr., David Willer, and Morris Zelditch, Jr.

control theory in sociology: Sociology: A Down to Earth Approach James M Henslin, Adam M
Possamai, Alphia L Possamai-Inesedy, Tim Marjoribanks, Katriona Elder, 2015-05-20 James Henslin
has always been able to share the excitement of sociology, with his acclaimed down-to-earth
approach and personal writing style that highlight the sociology of everyday life and its relevance to
students' lives. Adapted for students studying within Australia, this text, now in a second edition, has
been made even more relevant and engaging to students. With wit, personal reflection, and
illuminating examples, the local author team share their passion for sociology, promote sociology to
students and entice them to delve deeper into this exciting science. Six central themes run
throughout this text: down-to-earth sociology, globalisation, cultural diversity, critical thinking, the
new technology, and the growing influence of the mass media on our lives. These themes are
especially useful for introducing the controversial topics that make studying sociology such a lively,
exciting activity.

control theory in sociology: Delinquency in Society: The Essentials Robert M. Regoli, John D.
Hewitt, Matt DeLisi, 2010-02-17 .

control theory in sociology: The Sociology of Emotions Jonathan H. Turner, Jan E. Stets,
2005-03-14 All social relations involve emotional responses, from the simplest face-to-face encounter
through the mobilization of social movements to the commitments that individuals develop for
culture and society. The social world is thus dependent upon the arousal of emotions, and equally
significant conflict and change in societies is ultimately driven by emotional arousal. Thus, it is
important to understand how human emotions influence, and are influenced by, the social world.
This understanding takes us into the sociology of emotions that has emerged as a distinct area of
inquiry over the last thirty years.

control theory in sociology: Criminology Anthony Walsh, Lee Ellis, 2006-12-14 I find that
Walsh's text is a great value for the price in that it encompasses a number of criminal justice topics,
a strong theoretical discussion, and dedicates chapters to the integrated approach of criminology. [It
also features] an interdisciplinary approach that integrates rather than separates the theories [and]
a comprehensive student study site that challenges the student to move beyond the classroom and




textbook.--Erin Conley-Monroe, Harold Washington College I was impressed after reviewing the
table of contents that Walsh included separate Chapters on Terrorism and Drugs . . . I felt that
Walsh'’s writing is very sophisticated and better organized with regards to Chapters than [the
competition]. I really liked how the interdisciplinary approach is explained and the
organization/choice of theories covered.... It addresses Criminology more at the interdisciplinary
approach and explains why that is important. I [also] find Sage’s [student study site at
www.sagepub.com/criminologystudy] to be thorough and easy to navigate. Walsh is a much better
value for the price.--Cathryn Lavery, lona CollegeThis unique text offers an interdisciplinary
perspective on crime and criminality by integrating the latest theories, concepts, and research from
sociology, psychology, and biology. Offering a more complete look at the world of criminology than
any other existing text, authors Anthony Walsh and Lee Ellis first present criminological theory and
concepts in their traditional form and then show how integrating theory and concepts from the more
basic sciences can complement, expand, strengthen, and add coherence to them. Key Features:
Offers students the opportunity to learn from the cutting edges of criminology: This innovative,
interdisciplinary approach introduces students to the future of criminology by offering new and
exciting insights. The book also includes strong sections on crime policy and prevention that
illustrate the practical benefits of understanding theory and how theories guide policy-makers
seeking to prevent and control crime. Focuses on topics fascinating to students: Chapters on
typologies such as violent crime, serial killers, terrorism, drug and alcohol addiction, psychopaths,
organized crime, and white collar crime engage students while showing how the theories presented
earlier can be applied. Presents material in a student-friendly style: Written in an accessible format,
the book features many pedagogical tools such as chapter opening vignettes, Focus On boxes,
summary tables of all theories, a unique photo program, discussion questions, Web-driven exercises,
and key terms Accompanied by High-Quality Ancillaries! Offers audio links to public radio shows
from the NPR and PBS radio archives including This American Life, All Things Considered, Talk of
the Nation, Justice Talking, The Online Newshour, and Marketplace Provides free online video links
from the Frontline PBS which are broken up into segments so they can be shown in lecture, varying
in length from less than 3 minutes to hour long or more Includes interactive quizzes, e-flashcards
and practice quizzes, 3-5 journal articles per chapter, and much more! Intended Audience: This core
textbook is designed for undergraduate students studying Introductory Criminology in departments
of sociology and of criminal justice. For only $2.50 more than the textbook alone, you can adopt
Criminology by Walsh and The Concise Dictionary of Crime and Justice by Davis BUNDLE! Just use
ISBN 9781412958950. A handy reference for students, professionals, and anyone interested in
criminal justice and criminology, The Concise Dictionary of Crime and Justice is an excellent,
wide-ranging resource with clear definitions for over 2,000 key criminal justice terms. Often going
beyond simple definitions, the dictionary presents and explains common misperceptions for selected
entries.

control theory in sociology: Delinquency in Society Regoli, John D. Hewitt, Matt DeLisi,
2016-08-15 Delinquency in Society, Tenth Edition provides a comprehensive and systematic
overview of juvenile delinquency, criminal behavior, and status-offending youths.

control theory in sociology: Delinquency in Society Robert Regoli, John Hewitt, Matt DeLisi,
2011-04-20 Delinquency in Society: The Essentials is a concise introduction to the important topics
covered by the same authors in the popular Delinquency in Society, Eighth Edition. This practical
text explores how juvenile delinquency is defined, measured, and explained, as well as how the
juvenile justice system deals with delinquent youth. The new Essentials text provides separate
chapters focusing on the police, juvenile courts, corrections, and delinquency prevention.

control theory in sociology: Criminological Theories Imogene Moyer, 2001-07-26 As an
experienced teacher of criminological theory at graduate and undergraduate levels, Imogene Moyer
grew increasingly dissatisfied with the somewhat narrow focus of the books available. In her new
text, Moyer has succeeded in presenting instructors and students with a comprehensive and
engaging alternative. Moyer takes a multidimensional approach to the subject by including new




theorists such as W.E.B. DuBois, Pauline Tarnowsky, Frank Tannenbaum, Ruth Shonle Cavan, and
Sally Simpson, often allowing the theorists’ original source material to speak for them. Chapters are
devoted to recently developed perspectives, particularly from women and people of color, which
provide readers with a broader understanding of crime and criminal behavior. Criminological
Theories is organized in a chronological order, beginning with the 18th century classical school 34
focusing on Beccaria and Bentham 34 and ending with the late 20th-century peacemaking
perspective. In each chapter Moyer analyzes the assumptions the theorists have made about people
and society and includes discussions of the cultural and historical settings in which the theories
were developed, along with biographies of specific theorists and their lifetime contributions. The
theme of the interrelationship theory, research, and policy runs throughout the book, with policy
implications and applications frequently addressed. While it is not essential for all scholars to agree
on a particular theory’s value, Imogene Moyer has provided the background and insights necessary
to understand and appreciate the diverse and valuable theoretical viewpoints that have contributed
to criminology today.

control theory in sociology: Delinquency in Society Robert M. Regoli, John D. Hewitt, Matt
DelLisi, 2021-02-19 Delinquency in Society, Eleventh Edition provides in-depth, research-oriented
coverage of the essential delinquency topics and theories, including juvenile delinquency, criminal
behavior, and status-offending youths. With high quality photos, images, and learning features
throughout, the updated Eleventh Edition continues to showcase the most current research and
practice to prevent, treat, and respond to juvenile delinquency in an approachable design and clear
writing style. The Eleventh Edition features unparalleled historical coverage of criminological theory
based on over 100 years of cumulative teaching and research experience by the authors. New
sections on hot topics, including health criminology, vaping and its association with delinquency,
adverse childhood experiences, the expansion of NIBRS in measuring delinquency, and more timely
discussions, help to make the best-selling Delinquency in Society the clear choice for delinquency
courses.

control theory in sociology: Criminological Theory Stephen G. Tibbetts, 2011-04-06
Criminological Theory: The Essentials sheds light on some of history's most renowned criminologists
and their theories. In addition, policy implications brought about by theoretical perspectives that
have developed from recent critical work, together with practical applications, compel the reader to
apply theories to the contemporary social milieu.

control theory in sociology: Delinquency and Juvenile Justice in American Society Randall G.
Shelden, Emily I. Troshynski, 2019-07-16 What is delinquency? What are the pathways to offending?
What prevention strategies exist? To understand delinquency, we need to overcome stereotypical
thinking and implicit biases. This engaging, affordable text explores the impact of gendered, racial,
and class attitudes on decisions to arrest, detain, adjudicate, and place youths in the juvenile justice
system. Shelden and Troshynski highlight the social, legal, and political influences on how the public
perceives juveniles. They look at the influences of family and schools on delinquency, as well as the
impact of gender, trauma, and mental health issues. Discussions of topics such as the
school-to-prison pipeline, disproportionate minority contact, and inequality provide a nuanced
perspective on delinquency—a critical examination of social policies intended to control delinquency
and the populations most likely to enter the juvenile justice system. The authors also examine the
dramatically declining juvenile crime rate and advances in neuroscience that have fostered
substantive reforms. These alternatives to confinement are replacing the institutions that have
repeatedly produced failure with rehabilitative programs that offer hope for a more promising
future.

control theory in sociology: Core Concepts in Sociology J. Michael Ryan, 2018-10-22 An
essential guide to the basic concepts that comprise the study of sociology with contributions from an
international range of leading experts Core Concepts in Sociology is a comprehensive guide to the
essential concepts relevant to the current study of the discipline and wider social science. The
contributing authors cover a wide range of concepts that remain at the heart of sociology including




those from its academic founding and others much more recent in their development. The text
contains contributions from an international panel of leading figures in the field, utilizing their
expertise on core concepts and presenting an accessible introduction for students. Drawing on the
widest range of ideas, research, current literature and expert assessment, Core Concepts in
Sociology contains over 90 concepts that represent the discipline. Coverage includes concepts
ranging from aging to capitalism, democracy to economic sociology, epistemology to everyday life,
media to risk, stigma and much more. This vital resource: Sets out the concepts that underpin the
study of sociology and wider social science Contains contributions from an international panel of
leading figures in the field Includes a comprehensive review of the basic concepts that comprise the
foundation and essential development of the discipline Designed as a concise and accessible
resource Written for students, researchers and wider professionals with an interest in the field of
sociology, Core Concepts in Sociology offers a concise, affordable and accessible resource for
studying the underpinnings of sociology and social science.
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