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**Exploring Handholding 5 Kinds Tracie Morris: A Deep Dive into Poetic Connection and Expression**

handholding 5 kinds tracie morris opens a fascinating window into the innovative world of Tracie

Morris, a contemporary poet celebrated for her experimental approach to language, performance, and

the tactile nuances of human connection. This phrase not only hints at a literal gesture but also

metaphorically captures the diverse ways Morris explores intimacy, communication, and the

embodiment of poetry. Let’s embark on a journey to understand what "handholding 5 kinds tracie

morris" signifies in her work and why it resonates with readers and listeners alike.

Who is Tracie Morris and What Makes Her Work Unique?

Tracie Morris is a celebrated American poet, performer, and educator known for blending spoken word,

sound poetry, and experimental literature. Her work often challenges conventional boundaries, mixing

rhythm, voice, and physicality to create immersive poetic experiences. Morris’s poetry is not just read;

it’s heard, felt, and sometimes even touched—making the idea of “handholding” especially poignant.

When we talk about “handholding 5 kinds tracie morris,” it’s not just about a physical act but a

symbolic representation of the multiple ways her poetry invites connection—between performer and

audience, language and body, sound and meaning.

The Concept of Handholding in Tracie Morris’s Poetry



Physical Gesture as Metaphor

Handholding is a universal symbol of connection, trust, and solidarity. In Morris’s poetry, it often

transcends its literal meaning to become a metaphor for the ways language can bridge gaps. She

explores how words can “hold hands” with listeners, guiding them through complex emotional

landscapes or abstract sonic patterns.

This metaphorical handholding reflects her commitment to making poetry accessible and intimate,

turning the often solitary act of reading into a shared, communal experience.

Five Distinct Approaches to Connection

The phrase “5 kinds” suggests a deliberate categorization or exploration of different modes of

handholding, or connection, within Morris’s poetic framework. These could be interpreted as five

unique ways her poetry reaches out, each with its own texture and emotional resonance. While not

explicitly outlined by Morris herself, we can infer these “kinds” through analysis of her performances

and writings:

Emotional Handholding: The tender, empathetic connection forged through vulnerable storytelling.

Rhythmic Handholding: The syncopated, musical engagement that invites the audience to move

with the poem’s pulse.

Physical Handholding: Interactive elements during performances that blur the line between

audience and poet.

Intellectual Handholding: Guiding listeners through complex linguistic structures or cultural

references.



Spiritual Handholding: Moments where poetry connects to larger existential or communal themes.

Each kind represents a facet of Morris’s multifaceted approach to poetry, underscoring her role not just

as a wordsmith but as a connector and guide.

Handholding 5 Kinds Tracie Morris in Performance

One of the most compelling arenas to witness the “handholding 5 kinds tracie morris” is her live

performances. Morris’s voice shifts seamlessly from whisper to roar, her timing and pauses inviting

audiences into an intimate space. This performative handholding creates a dynamic exchange where

listeners are not passive but active participants.

Engaging the Audience Through Voice and Gesture

Morris’s use of voice modulation and body language acts as a form of handholding, pulling the

audience through layers of meaning. When she employs call-and-response techniques or rhythmic

repetition, it’s as if she’s holding the listener’s hand, ensuring they don’t get lost in the poetic terrain.

Her performances often feel like a dance, where handholding symbolizes mutual support—poet and

audience moving together through sonic waves and emotional currents.

Collaborations and Communal Connection

Tracie Morris frequently collaborates with musicians, visual artists, and other poets, expanding the

notion of handholding beyond the individual. These joint projects emphasize collective creativity and

shared experience, reinforcing the idea of multiple kinds of connection.



For example, her work with jazz musicians adds layers of improvisation and spontaneity, resembling a

different kind of handholding—one that embraces unpredictability and shared risk.

The Role of Handholding in Contemporary Poetry and Spoken

Word

Creating Accessibility in Complex Work

Poetry can sometimes feel intimidating or inaccessible, but the concept of handholding in Morris’s work

serves as a reminder that poetry is ultimately about connection. Whether through clear emotional cues

or rhythmic invitation, this handholding lowers barriers and welcomes a broader audience.

Handholding 5 kinds tracie morris encapsulates this ethos—offering various ways for readers and

listeners to engage with poetry, regardless of their background or familiarity with experimental forms.

Building Community Through Language

At its heart, handholding in poetry reflects community building. Morris’s diverse approaches invite

dialogues about identity, race, gender, and history, making her poetry a powerful tool for empathy and

understanding.

The “five kinds” can be seen as different strategies for fostering this community: emotional,

intellectual, physical, rhythmic, and spiritual. Each plays a crucial role in knitting listeners and readers

into a shared human experience.



Tips for Engaging with Handholding 5 Kinds Tracie Morris

If you’re new to Tracie Morris’s work or experimental poetry in general, here are some tips to help you

experience the richness of handholding in her art:

Listen Actively: Pay attention to the sounds, rhythms, and pauses. Let the voice guide you rather1.

than trying to decode every word immediately.

Attend Live Performances: Whenever possible, experience Morris’s poetry in person or through2.

recordings of her performances to appreciate the physical and vocal nuances.

Read Aloud: Try reading her poems aloud to feel the rhythm and emotional weight embedded in3.

the language.

Reflect on Connection: Think about how the poem makes you feel connected—whether4.

emotionally, intellectually, or spiritually.

Explore Collaborations: Check out Morris’s collaborations with musicians and other artists to see5.

how handholding extends into interdisciplinary spaces.

Why Handholding Matters in Today’s Poetic Landscape

In a world often marked by isolation and digital detachment, the metaphor of handholding—especially

as explored through Tracie Morris’s innovative lens—reminds us of the fundamental human need for

connection. Her work challenges us to reconsider how poetry can serve as a bridge, not just between

words but between people.



By embracing the “5 kinds” of handholding, Morris encourages a multifaceted engagement with art

that honors diversity in how we relate to each other and to language itself. This approach enriches

contemporary poetry, making it a living, breathing form of connection rather than a static text.

Experiencing handholding 5 kinds tracie morris is ultimately an invitation to slow down, listen deeply,

and reach out—through voice, gesture, and heart—to the shared human story that poetry so beautifully

tells.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Tracie Morris in the context of 'Handholding 5 Kinds'?

Tracie Morris is a renowned poet and performer known for her innovative work in spoken word and

experimental poetry, including projects like 'Handholding 5 Kinds.'

What is 'Handholding 5 Kinds' by Tracie Morris?

'Handholding 5 Kinds' is a performance or poetic work by Tracie Morris that explores various forms of

connection and touch, emphasizing the nuances of human interaction through sound and language.

What themes does Tracie Morris explore in 'Handholding 5 Kinds'?

In 'Handholding 5 Kinds,' Tracie Morris explores themes of intimacy, communication, physical

connection, and the sensory experience of touch, often blending poetry with performance art.

How does Tracie Morris incorporate sound in 'Handholding 5 Kinds'?

Tracie Morris uses sound as a central element in 'Handholding 5 Kinds,' employing vocal techniques,

rhythm, and phonetic play to deepen the audience's sensory engagement with the concept of

handholding.



Where can I watch or listen to 'Handholding 5 Kinds' by Tracie

Morris?

Recordings or performances of 'Handholding 5 Kinds' may be available through art and poetry festival

archives, university performance collections, or platforms featuring experimental poetry and spoken

word, as Tracie Morris often performs at such venues.

What impact has 'Handholding 5 Kinds' had on contemporary poetry?

‘Handholding 5 Kinds’ has contributed to contemporary poetry by pushing boundaries of form and

performance, highlighting the interplay of physicality and language, and inspiring poets to explore

multisensory and performative dimensions in their work.

Additional Resources

**Exploring "Handholding 5 Kinds" by Tracie Morris: An Analytical Review**

handholding 5 kinds tracie morris is a phrase that draws attention to a unique intersection of poetic

innovation and vocal experimentation. Tracie Morris, a celebrated poet and performer known for her

pioneering work in sound poetry and avant-garde literature, presents "Handholding 5 Kinds" as a

compelling exploration of language, identity, and interpersonal connectivity. This article delves into the

nuances of this work, unpacking its thematic layers, stylistic elements, and the broader context in

which it sits within Morris’s oeuvre.

Understanding the Context of Tracie Morris’s Work

Tracie Morris has long been recognized for pushing the boundaries of conventional poetry, integrating

performance, sound, and oral traditions to challenge and expand the reader’s or listener’s engagement

with text. "Handholding 5 Kinds" exemplifies her commitment to exploring how language operates not



just as a written medium but as a physical, embodied experience. This piece is part of a larger

movement within contemporary poetry that blurs the lines between literary art and performative

expression.

The phrase "handholding 5 kinds" itself evokes an intimate, tactile image that might suggest support,

guidance, or connection. Morris’s work often emphasizes the multiplicity of meanings and the fluidity

between the personal and the communal. In this case, the "five kinds" can be interpreted as different

modes or styles of connection, each with its own rhythm and resonance.

Thematic Exploration in "Handholding 5 Kinds"

Language as a Physical Experience

At the core of "handholding 5 kinds tracie morris" is the idea that language is not merely symbolic but

also sensory. Morris employs phonetic play, rhythm, and vocal modulation to transform words into

tangible experiences. This approach aligns with her broader interest in sound poetry, where the voice

becomes an instrument that communicates beyond semantic content.

The tactile metaphor of handholding underscores this theme, suggesting that communication involves

an active, mutual engagement. Each "kind" of handholding could represent different communicative

gestures—ranging from supportive to assertive, from gentle to urgent—mirroring how speech and sound

can vary dynamically.

Multiplicity and Diversity of Connection

Morris’s work frequently addresses themes of identity, community, and the multiplicity of human

experience. In "Handholding 5 Kinds," the number five may symbolize diversity and complexity. It hints



at a spectrum of emotional or relational states, emphasizing that connection is not monolithic but

layered and varied.

Through this lens, the poem can be viewed as an invitation to recognize and honor diverse forms of

interaction—whether interpersonal, cultural, or linguistic. This is particularly relevant in Morris’s

engagement with African-American vernacular traditions and the ways these intersect with

experimental poetics.

Stylistic Features and Performance Elements

"Handholding 5 Kinds" is not merely a written text but often an oral performance piece. This dual

nature is essential to understanding its full impact. Morris’s use of repetition, alliteration, and

unconventional syntax challenges traditional reading habits, encouraging audiences to experience the

poem both intellectually and physically.

The performative aspect is crucial: Morris’s vocal inflections, pauses, and pacing bring the

"handholding" metaphor to life, creating a dynamic interplay between speaker and listener. This

performative style has been influential in contemporary poetry circles, inspiring a generation of poets

who prioritize the spoken word as a site of innovation.

Comparative Insights: Tracie Morris and Sound Poetry

When compared to other sound poets such as Bob Cobbing or Joan La Barbara, Morris’s

"Handholding 5 Kinds" stands out for its rootedness in cultural identity and narrative. While many

sound poets focus on abstract sonic textures, Morris integrates these techniques with themes of

community, history, and personal experience. This synthesis enhances the accessibility and emotional

resonance of her work.



Implications and Reception in Contemporary Literature

The reception of "handholding 5 kinds tracie morris" within literary and academic circles reflects a

growing appreciation for experimental works that challenge conventional boundaries. Critics have

noted how Morris’s poetry not only advances formal innovation but also foregrounds issues of race,

voice, and representation.

This piece is frequently studied in courses on African-American literature, performance studies, and

avant-garde poetics. Its experimental nature makes it a rich subject for analysis, particularly regarding

how language can be a site of both personal expression and social commentary.

Pros and Cons of the Experimental Approach

Pros: Morris’s use of sound and performance creates a powerful, immersive experience that

deepens engagement with themes of identity and connection. The multiplicity suggested by "5

kinds" encourages inclusive interpretations and diverse emotional responses.

Cons: The experimental structure and reliance on performance may pose accessibility challenges

for traditional readers or those unfamiliar with sound poetry. The abstractness can sometimes

obscure immediate understanding, requiring attentive and repeated listening or reading.

The Role of "Handholding 5 Kinds" in Tracie Morris’s Artistic

Trajectory

"Handholding 5 Kinds" exemplifies Morris’s ongoing exploration of the intersections between voice,



text, and body. It builds on her earlier works that emphasize oral traditions and community narratives,

while also pushing new boundaries through the innovative use of sound and rhythm. This piece

reinforces her status as a leading figure in contemporary experimental poetry and sound art.

Moreover, the work’s focus on connection—both literal and metaphorical—resonates with Morris’s

broader artistic mission to create spaces where marginalized voices can be heard and celebrated. The

multiplicity inherent in "5 kinds" aligns with her commitment to diversity, inclusivity, and the reclamation

of language as a tool for empowerment.

Future Directions Inspired by "Handholding 5 Kinds"

The influence of "handholding 5 kinds tracie morris" extends beyond its immediate literary context. It

inspires interdisciplinary collaborations between poets, musicians, and performers, and encourages

new approaches to pedagogy that emphasize oral and embodied learning. As digital media expands

the possibilities for performance and sound art, works like this serve as foundational texts for evolving

artistic practices.

In sum, "Handholding 5 Kinds" is a multifaceted work that invites ongoing reflection on the nature of

communication, identity, and artistic innovation. Through her distinctive melding of sound, performance,

and poetry, Tracie Morris challenges audiences to reconsider the ways in which language can connect,

support, and transform.

Handholding 5 Kinds Tracie Morris
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four decades, Charles Bernstein has been at the forefront of experimental poetry, ever reaching for a
radical poetics that defies schools, periods, and cultural institutions. The Kinds of Poetry I Want is a
celebration of invention and includes not only poetry but also essays on aesthetics and literary
studies, interviews with other poets, autobiographical sketches, and more. At once a dialogic novel,
long poem, and grand opera, The Kinds of Poetry I Want arrives amid renewed attacks on
humanistic expression. In his polemical, humorous style, Bernstein faces these challenges head-on
and affirms the enduring vitality and attraction of poetry, poetics, and literary criticism.
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Orphic Bend Robert L. Zamsky, 2021-08-10 Opera,
poetics, and the fate of humanism : Ezra Pound and Charles Bernstein -- Measure, then, is my
testament : Robert Creeley and the poet's music -- Orpheus in the garden : John Taggart -- Eurydice
takes the mic : improvisation and ensemble in the work of Tracie Morris -- Orphic bend : music and
meaning in the work of Nathaniel Mackey.
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Lit-Rock Ryan Hibbett, 2022-08-11 Just as soon as it had
got rolling, rock music had a problem: it wanted to be art. A mere four years separate the Beatles as
mere kiddy culture from the artful geniuses of Sergeant Pepper's, meaning the very same band who
represents the mass-consumed, mindless music of adolescents simultaneously enjoys status as
among the best that Western culture has to offer. The story of rock music, it turns out, is less that of
a contagious popular form situated in opposition to high art, but, rather, a story of high and low in
dialogue--messy and contentious, to be sure, but also mutually obligated to account for, if not
appropriate, one another. The chapters in this book track the uses of literature, specifically, within
this relation, helping to showcase collectively its fundamental role in the emergence of the pop
omnivore.
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Rough Notes to Erasure Dolsy Smith, 2020-04-23 We are
living through the wrack of the White Male. As the compact between social hierarchy, inherited
privilege, and race (reinforced by gender and other normative categories) shows signs of buckling,
his rage and resentment threaten us all. For he is a thing possessed: possessed by his own love of
possession, and born to a sense that the world belongs to him and him alone. The spoils of
oppression lie coiled inside him, a glut he can't digest, and murder beckons behind the respect that
he conceives of as his due. A hybrid of critical essay and memoir, and Rough Notes to Erasure
contributes to a growing body of work that wrestles with the tacit and embodied nature of privilege
and prejudice, and it contributes not only via argument but also through style. Taking inspiration
from feminist/queer poetics and what Fred Moten calls the black avant-garde, these rough notes
address the remainder that gets lost in explicit argument, which is the flesh. Where privilege roils
through history, and empire whets the appetites. But also where the world catches on its own
fractalization by thought, feeling, and desire; and language recovers, for a moment or two, the
power to entangle us with our mother tongue.
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Literature’s Elsewheres Annette Gilbert, 2022-04-05 An
examination of a series of diverse, radical, and experimental international works from the 1950s to
the present. What is a literary work? In Literature’s Elsewheres, Annette Gilbert tackles this
question by deploying an extended concept of literature, examining a series of diverse, radical,
experimental works from the 1950s to the present that occupy the liminal zone between art and
literature. These works—by American Artist, Allison Parrish, Natalie Czech, Stephanie Syjuco, Fiona
Banner, Elfriede Jelinek, Dan Graham, Robert Barry, George Brecht, and others—represent a
pluralized literary practice that imagines a different literature emerging from its elsewheres.
Investigating a work’s coming into being—its transition from “text” to “work” as a social object and
pragmatic category of literary communication—Gilbert probes the assumptions and foundations that
underpin literature, including the ideologies and power structures that prop it up. She offers a
snapshot from a period of recent literary and art history when such central concepts as originality
and authorship were questioned and experimental literary practices ranged from concrete poetry
and Oulipo to conceptual writing and appropriation literature. She examines works that are
dematerialized, site-specific, unique copies of other works, and institutional critiques. Considering



the inequalities, exclusions, and privileges inscribed in literature, she documents the power of
experimental literature to attack these norms and challenges the field’s canonical geographic
boundaries by examining artists with roots in North and South America, East Asia, and Western and
Eastern Europe. The cross-pollination of literary and art criticism enriches both fields. With
Literature’s Elsewheres, Gilbert explores what art can’t see about the literary and what literature
has overlooked in the arts.
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: A Companion to American Poetry Mary McAleer Balkun,
Jeffrey Gray, Paul Jaussen, 2022-04-11 A COMPANION TO AMERICAN POETRY A Companion to
American Poetry brings together original essays by both established scholars and emerging critical
voices to explore the latest topics and debates in American poetry and its study. Highlighting the
diverse nature of poetic practice and scholarship, this comprehensive volume addresses a broad
range of individual poets, movements, genres, and concepts from the seventeenth century to the
present day. Organized thematically, the Companion’s thirty-seven chapters address a variety of
emerging trends in American poetry, providing historical context and new perspectives on topics
such as poetics and identity, poetry and the arts, early and late experimentalisms, poetry and the
transcendent, transnational poetics, poetry of engagement, poetry in cinema and popular music,
Queer and Trans poetics, poetry and politics in the 21st century, and African American, Asian
American, Latinx, and Indigenous poetries. Both a nuanced survey of American poetry and a catalyst
for future scholarship, A Companion to American Poetry is essential reading for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students, academic researchers and scholars, and general readers with
interest in current trends in American poetry.
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: BAX 2016 Seth Abramson, Charles Bernstein, Tracie
Morris, Jesse Damiani, 2017-02-17 BAX 2016: Best American Experimental Writing is the third
volume of this annual literary anthology compiling the best experimental writing in poetry, fiction,
and creative nonfiction. This year's volume, guest-edited by Charles Bernstein and Tracie Morris,
features seventy-five works by some of the most exciting American poets and writers today,
including established authors—like Sina Queyras, Tan Lin, Christian Bök, Myung Mi Kim, Juliana
Spahr, Samuel R. Delany, and even Barack Obama—as well as emerging voices. Intended to provoke
lively conversation and debate, Best American Experimental Writing is an ideal literary anthology for
contemporary classroom settings.
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Readings in Contemporary Poetry Vincent Katz,
2017-01-01 -Culled from Dia Art Foundation's -Readings in Contemporary Poetry- series, this
anthology includes ninety-four poets who have participated in the reading series from 2010 to 2016.
Edited by poet and author Vincent Katz, the book stresses the experimental aspects of contemporary
poetic practice, highlighting commonalities among poets and placing their diverse voices in
conversation with one another---
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Handholding Tracie Morris, 2016 Handholding : 5 kinds
is a collection of experimental poetry and critical writing. It is a creative response to 5 artistic works
by innovative American, African diaspora and European-based artists' work: Kurt Schwitters'
Ursonate (recited by his son, Ernst), Gertrude Stein's Tender Buttons, John Akomfrah's 7 Songs for
Malcolm X, John Cage's 4'33 and Stanley Kubrick's Eyes Wide Shut. The contents address
undertones and overtones of race, sexuality, class, gender, ethnicity, power and art-making. The
collection contains experimental text as well as digital download codes to five audio pieces. One is a
real time response to the Kubrick film, the other is a collection of sound pieces inspired by the other
artists, often recitations of the page-based texts. This is the first text and sound collection of Tracie
Morris' that is comprised of exclusively experimental work inspired by other innovative artists--
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Auerbach's Wilderness Medicine E-Book Paul S.
Auerbach, Tracy A Cushing, N. Stuart Harris, 2016-09-21 Now in its 7th edition, Auerbach's
Wilderness Medicine continues to help you quickly and decisively manage medical emergencies
encountered in any wilderness or other austere setting! World-renowned authority Dr. Paul
Auerbach and 2 new associate editors have assembled a team of experts to offer proven, practical,



visual guidance for effectively diagnosing and treating the full range of issues that can occur in
situations where time and resources are scarce. This indispensable resource equips physicians,
nurses, advanced practice providers, first responders, and rescuers with the essential knowledge
and skills to effectively address and prevent injuries and illnesses – no matter where they happen! -
Brand-new 2-volume format ensures all content is available in print and online to provide you easy
access. - Face any medical challenge in the wilderness with expert guidance from hundreds of
outstanding world experts edited by Dr. Auerbach and 2 new associate editors, Drs.Tracy Cushing
and N. Stuart Harris - New and expanded chapters with hundreds of new photos and illustrative
drawings help increase your visual understanding of the material - Acquire the knowledge and skills
you need with revised chapters providing expanded discussions of high-altitude medicine,
improvisation, technical rescue, telemedicine, ultrasound, and wilderness medicine education - Ten
new chapters cover Acute High-Altitude Medicine and Pathophysiology; High Altitude and
Pre-Existing Medical Conditions; Cycles, Snowmobiles, and other Wilderness Conveyances; Medical
Wilderness Adventure Races (MedWAR); Canyoneering and Canyon Medicine; Evidence-Based
Wilderness Medicine; National Park Service Medicine; Genomics and Personalized Wilderness
Medicine; Forestry; and Earth Sciences - 30+ Expert Consult online videos cover survival tips,
procedural demonstrations, and detailed explanations of diseases and incidents - Expert Consult
eBook version included with purchase. This enhanced eBook experience allows you to search all of
the text, figures, images, videos, and references from the book on a variety of devices
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Commerce Business Daily , 2001
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: The Teke , 1938
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Farmers and Consumers Market Bulletin , 2009
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 2000
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Abridged Index Medicus , 1982
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: The Times-picayune Index , 1988
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Collier's , 1907
  handholding 5 kinds tracie morris: Who Do with Words Tracie Morris, 2018 Literary
Nonfiction. African & African American Studies. Women's Studies. Art. Performance Studies. In
WHO DO WITH WORDS, poet, performer and critic Tracie Morris joyfully and instructively blerds
out in her love letter to and lecture on Black speech acts. Riff-reading as philosophizing, she
dialogues with J. L. Austin, Samuel R. Delany, and many others, dropping serious science in the
process. A pocket-sized delight, and she keeps it tight!--John Keene With hip talk and logic, Morris
lays some shine on the be in our being as Black folk, writes us a love song for our lingo and a
manifesto for making it plain. She asks all of us to flip the script with finesse, to hold the bullshit of
public discourse to a flame and make art from the funky embers. Finally, a philosophy we can get
down to. Like a quilt full of codes to crack and spill. Like a cowrie on the divination board of Black
genius.--Yolanda Wisher 'Who dis?' Y'all know her, or them. We've been there done that. What J. L.
Austin try n think about What Jacques Derrida try n think more about Tracie Morris just got it
down--listen up yo this is it. Enof said, but ain;t it true, 'natural' language don't do neutral especially
when it says it is. Taste this TM signature cocktail of 'Ebonic colloquialism' & rhapsodic perspicuity,
n see how her spirited speech counteracts the Ivory colonialism of 'RP' to a stunning effect, blerdy
cool.--Prof. Kyoo Lee
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