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Short History of Racism: Understanding Its Roots and Impact

short history of racism reveals a deeply entrenched and complex social issue that has
shaped human societies for centuries. While the concept of racism as we understand it
today is relatively modern, the roots of discrimination based on perceived differences
trace back to ancient civilizations. Exploring this history helps us grasp how racism
developed, evolved, and continues to influence the world. By examining the origins and
key moments in the short history of racism, we can better appreciate the ongoing struggle
for equality and the importance of combating prejudice in all its forms.

Origins of Racism in Ancient Societies

The earliest forms of discrimination were often tied to ethnicity, religion, or tribal
affiliations rather than the rigid biological categories associated with modern racism.
Ancient civilizations such as Egypt, Greece, and Rome exhibited social hierarchies that
included enslaving people from conquered territories or treating certain groups as
inferior. However, these distinctions were not necessarily based on race as a fixed
biological concept but rather on cultural or political differences.

Ethnocentrism and Early Prejudices

Ethnocentrism—the belief in the superiority of one’s own group—played a significant role
in early human societies. Ancient texts and historical records show that people viewed
outsiders with suspicion or disdain, often justifying exclusion or hostility. For example, the
Greeks considered “barbarians” (non-Greek speakers) as culturally inferior, while the
Romans used slavery as a tool to control and exploit conquered peoples without
emphasizing racial categories.

The Emergence of Race as a Social Construct

The short history of racism takes a distinctive turn during the Age of Exploration in the
15th and 16th centuries. As European powers expanded their empires, they encountered
diverse populations across Africa, the Americas, and Asia. These encounters led to the
categorization of people based on physical characteristics such as skin color, which
became a foundation for racial hierarchies.

Colonialism and Scientific Racism

Colonialism was a driving force behind the development of racial ideologies. European



colonizers sought to justify the exploitation and subjugation of indigenous peoples by
constructing theories of racial superiority. This period saw the rise of "scientific racism,"
where pseudo-scientific methods attempted to rank human races hierarchically.

- The works of early anthropologists and naturalists often reinforced stereotypes.
- Concepts like polygenism (the idea that different races have separate origins) gained
traction.
- These ideas provided a moral and intellectual justification for slavery, segregation, and
unequal treatment.

Racism and Slavery: A Dark Chapter

One of the most glaring examples of racism’s impact is the transatlantic slave trade.
Beginning in the 16th century and lasting well into the 19th century, millions of Africans
were forcibly transported to the Americas to work as slaves. This brutal system was
underpinned by racial ideologies that dehumanized Black people and entrenched systemic
inequality.

Institutionalizing Racism Through Laws and Practices

Throughout history, laws and social norms reinforced racial divisions. In the United
States, for instance, slavery was followed by the Jim Crow era, in which segregation laws
codified discrimination against African Americans. Similarly, apartheid in South Africa
institutionalized racial segregation and oppression for much of the 20th century.

- These systems maintained economic, social, and political disadvantages for marginalized
groups.
- Racism became embedded not only in personal attitudes but also in institutions and
policies.

The Fight Against Racism: Civil Rights and
Beyond

The short history of racism also includes inspiring stories of resistance and progress. The
19th and 20th centuries witnessed powerful movements challenging racial oppression and
demanding equality.

Key Milestones in Anti-Racist Movements

- The abolition of slavery in the 19th century marked a significant turning point but did not
end racial discrimination.
- The Civil Rights Movement in the United States during the 1950s and 1960s brought



about landmark legislation like the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act.
- Globally, decolonization efforts challenged racial hierarchies imposed by imperial
powers.
- Contemporary movements such as Black Lives Matter continue to address systemic
racism and police brutality.

Understanding Racism Today: A Continuing
Legacy

While much progress has been made, the remnants of racism’s short but intense history
persist. Modern racism can be overt or subtle, manifesting in systemic inequalities,
unconscious biases, and social exclusion.

Recognizing and Addressing Implicit Bias

- Implicit biases are unconscious attitudes that affect decisions and behaviors.
- Education and awareness are crucial tools in combating ingrained prejudices.
- Encouraging diverse perspectives and inclusive policies helps create equitable societies.

Why Knowing the Short History of Racism
Matters

Understanding the short history of racism is essential because it reveals how deeply
rooted and socially constructed these prejudices are. It also highlights that racism is not
static but evolves alongside societies and cultures. By learning about the past, individuals
and communities can identify patterns of discrimination and work towards meaningful
change.

Whether through education, dialogue, or activism, acknowledging this history empowers
us to build a more just and inclusive future—one where differences are celebrated rather
than feared. Recognizing the complexity of racism allows us to challenge it at multiple
levels, from personal attitudes to institutional reforms.

The journey through the short history of racism is a reminder that while prejudice has long
shaped human interaction, the capacity for empathy, justice, and equality remains strong.
Continued reflection and action are key to breaking the cycles of discrimination and
fostering a world where every person’s dignity is respected.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the origin of the concept of racism?
The concept of racism originated during the Age of Exploration in the 15th and 16th
centuries when Europeans encountered diverse peoples and began categorizing them
based on physical characteristics, often to justify colonization and slavery.

How did racism influence the transatlantic slave trade?
Racism provided a justification for the transatlantic slave trade by dehumanizing African
people, portraying them as inferior and suitable for enslavement, which facilitated the
widespread exploitation and oppression of millions over centuries.

What role did scientific racism play in history?
Scientific racism emerged in the 18th and 19th centuries, using pseudo-scientific methods
to classify humans into races and argue for the superiority of some races over others,
which reinforced discriminatory policies and social hierarchies.

How did racism impact colonialism?
Racism was a central ideology underpinning colonialism, as European powers used beliefs
in racial superiority to legitimize the domination, exploitation, and cultural suppression of
colonized peoples around the world.

What were some key movements that challenged racism
historically?
Key movements challenging racism include the abolitionist movement against slavery in
the 18th and 19th centuries, the Civil Rights Movement in the United States during the
1950s and 1960s, and anti-apartheid activism in South Africa during the 20th century.

How has the understanding of racism evolved over time?
The understanding of racism has evolved from overt beliefs in racial superiority and
segregation to recognizing systemic and institutional forms of racism, emphasizing the
need for equity, inclusion, and social justice in contemporary society.

Additional Resources
Short History of Racism: An Analytical Review

short history of racism reveals a complex and deeply ingrained social phenomenon that
has evolved alongside human societies. Racism, broadly defined as prejudice or
discrimination directed against individuals or groups based on perceived racial
differences, has roots stretching back to antiquity. However, its manifestations and
institutionalization have varied significantly over time and across regions. Understanding
this historical trajectory is essential for comprehending contemporary racial dynamics and
the persistent challenges faced globally.



Origins and Early Manifestations of Racism

The earliest forms of racial prejudice can be traced to ancient civilizations, where social
hierarchies were often established based on ethnicity, culture, or physical characteristics.
In societies such as Ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome, distinctions between groups were
frequently drawn, but these were less rigidly racialized in the modern sense. Ancient texts
and artifacts suggest that differences were often interpreted through cultural or religious
lenses rather than strictly biological ones.

However, it was during the era of European expansion and colonialism from the 15th
century onward that racism began to take a more systemic and ideological form. The
transatlantic slave trade, which forcibly relocated millions of Africans to the Americas, was
underpinned by emerging racial theories that sought to justify the subjugation and
dehumanization of non-European peoples. This period marked a critical juncture where
pseudo-scientific ideas about racial hierarchy gained prominence.

Scientific Racism and the Enlightenment

The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed the rise of “scientific racism,” a disturbing
development in the short history of racism. Enlightenment thinkers, despite advocating for
universal human rights, paradoxically contributed to racial categorization by attempting to
classify human beings into distinct races with supposed inherent traits. Anthropologists
and biologists such as Johann Friedrich Blumenbach and Samuel Morton proposed
typologies that ranked races hierarchically, often placing Europeans at the apex.

This pseudo-scientific framework provided justification for slavery, colonialism, and
segregationist policies. The concept of Social Darwinism, misapplying Charles Darwin’s
theories to human societies, further entrenched the idea that certain races were naturally
superior or destined to dominate others. These beliefs were institutionalized in laws and
social customs, influencing immigration restrictions, segregation, and eugenics programs
well into the 20th century.

Racism and Colonialism: A Global Impact

European imperialism expanded the reach of racial ideologies worldwide. Colonized
regions in Africa, Asia, and the Americas experienced systematic racial discrimination
embedded within administrative and social structures. Colonial powers often implemented
racial hierarchies that privileged settlers and oppressed indigenous populations.

The short history of racism in this context is marked by exploitation and resistance.
Indigenous peoples were subjected to land dispossession, forced labor, and cultural
erasure, justified by narratives of racial superiority. Yet, anti-colonial movements
frequently challenged these racist paradigms, linking racial justice with political
independence.



Racial Segregation and Apartheid

In settler colonies such as the United States, South Africa, and Australia, racism took the
form of legal segregation. The United States institutionalized segregation through Jim
Crow laws, disenfranchising African Americans and enforcing separate social spheres.
Similarly, South Africa’s apartheid system, formalized in 1948, codified racial
discrimination and economic disparities between white minorities and black majorities.

These systems highlighted the features of systemic racism: legal sanction, economic
inequality, and social marginalization. They also became focal points for civil rights
struggles, emphasizing the interplay between law, race, and social justice.

Modern Developments and Persistent Challenges

The mid-20th century saw significant progress in dismantling overtly racist laws through
civil rights movements, decolonization, and international human rights frameworks.
Landmark events such as the U.S. Civil Rights Movement, the end of apartheid, and the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reflected growing global
condemnation of racism.

Despite these advances, racism remains a pervasive issue worldwide. Contemporary forms
of racism often manifest as systemic inequalities in education, employment, housing, and
criminal justice. The persistence of implicit biases and racial profiling underscores the
complexity of addressing racism beyond overt discrimination.

The Role of Education and Media

Education and media have played dual roles in both perpetuating and challenging racist
ideologies. Historically, curricula and popular culture have sometimes reinforced
stereotypes and racial hierarchies. Conversely, increasing efforts to promote multicultural
education, representation, and inclusive narratives are critical in reshaping public
perceptions and fostering social cohesion.

Globalization and Racism in the 21st Century

Global migration and digital communication have transformed racial interactions, creating
both opportunities for cross-cultural understanding and new challenges. Xenophobia,
nationalism, and racialized hate crimes have surged in various contexts, often linked to
economic insecurities and political rhetoric.

Furthermore, the internet has amplified both the spread of racist ideologies and the
mobilization of anti-racist activism. Social movements such as Black Lives Matter have
gained international attention, highlighting systemic racism and advocating for structural
reforms.



Understanding the Complex Legacy of Racism

The short history of racism is a testament to humanity’s struggle with difference and
power. While the ideological foundations of racism have shifted over centuries—from
ancient prejudices to scientific racism and modern systemic discrimination—the
underlying dynamics of exclusion and inequality persist.

Addressing racism requires a multifaceted approach, combining legal reforms, educational
initiatives, and cultural transformation. It also involves acknowledging historical injustices
and their lasting impacts on marginalized communities.

Historical context: Recognizing how past events shape present inequalities.

Systemic factors: Identifying institutional practices that perpetuate racial
disparities.

Intersectionality: Understanding how race intersects with class, gender, and other
identities.

Global perspective: Considering racism as a worldwide issue with local variations.

In tracing the short history of racism, it becomes clear that while progress has been made,
the journey toward genuine equality and inclusion remains ongoing. The challenge lies in
confronting deeply embedded prejudices and constructing societies where diversity is not
merely tolerated but valued as a source of strength.

Short History Of Racism
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  short history of racism: Racism George M. Fredrickson, 2015-09-15 A concise history of
racism from its emergence in the late Middle Ages to today Are antisemitism and white supremacy
manifestations of a general phenomenon? Why didn't racism appear in Europe before the fourteenth
century, and why did it flourish as never before in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries? Why did
the twentieth century see institutionalized racism in its most extreme forms? Why are egalitarian
societies particularly susceptible to virulent racism? What do apartheid South Africa, Nazi Germany,
and the American South under Jim Crow have in common? How did the Holocaust advance civil
rights in the United States? With a rare blend of learning, economy, and cutting insight, George
Fredrickson surveys the history of Western racism from its emergence in the late Middle Ages to the
present. Beginning with the medieval antisemitism that put Jews beyond the pale of humanity, he
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traces the spread of racist thinking in the wake of European expansionism and the beginnings of the
African slave trade. And he examines how the Enlightenment and nineteenth-century romantic
nationalism created a new intellectual context for debates over slavery and Jewish emancipation.
Fredrickson then makes the first sustained comparison between the color-coded racism of
nineteenth-century America and the antisemitic racism that appeared in Germany around the same
time. He finds similarity enough to justify the common label but also major differences in the nature
and functions of the stereotypes invoked. The book concludes with a provocative account of the rise
and decline of the twentieth century's overtly racist regimes—the Jim Crow South, Nazi Germany,
and apartheid South Africa—in the context of world historical developments. This illuminating work
is the first to treat racism across such a sweep of history and geography. It is distinguished not only
by its original comparison of modern racism's two most significant varieties—white supremacy and
antisemitism—but also by its eminent readability.
  short history of racism: The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity Benjamin Isaac, 2004
The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity further suggests that an understanding of ancient
attitudes toward other peoples shed light not only on Greco-Roman imperialism and the ideology of
enslavement of foreigners in those societies (and on foreigners concomitant integration or
non-integration), but also on the disintegration of the Roman Empire and on more recent
imperialism as well.--BOOK JACKET.
  short history of racism: A Cultural History of Race in Antiquity Denise Eileen McCoskey,
2023-06-01 The era generally referred to as antiquity lasted for thousands of years and was
characterized by a diverse range of peoples and cultural systems. This volume explores some of the
specific ways race was defined and mobilized by different groups-including the Greeks, Romans,
Egyptians, Persians, and Ethiopians- as they came into contact with one another during this period.
Key to this inquiry is the examination of institutions, such as religion and politics, and forms of
knowledge, such as science, that circumscribed the formation of ancient racial identities and helped
determine their meanings and consequences. Drawing on a range of ancient evidence-literature,
historical writing, documentary evidence, and ancient art and archaeology-this volume highlights
both the complexity of ancient racial ideas and the often violent and asymmetrical power structures
embedded in ancient racial representations and practices like war and the enslavement of other
persons. The study of race in antiquity has long been clouded by modern assumptions, so this
volume also seeks to outline a better method for apprehending race on its own terms in the ancient
world, including its relationship to other forms of identity, such as ethnicity and gender, while also
seeking to identify and debunk some of the racist methods and biases that have been promulgated
by classical historians themselves over the last few centuries.
  short history of racism: A Cultural History of Race in the Middle Ages Thomas Hahn,
2023-06-01 This volume presents a comprehensive and collaborative survey of how people,
individually and within collective entities, thought about, experienced, and enacted racializing
differences. Addressing events, texts, and images from the 5th to the 16th centuries, these essays by
ten eminent scholars provide broad, multi-disciplinary analyses of materials whose origins range
from the British Isles, Western Iberia, and North Africa across Western and Eastern Europe to the
Middle East. These diverse communities possessed no single word equivalent to modern race, a term
(raza) for genetic, religious, cultural, or territorial difference that emerges only at the end of the
medieval period. Chapter by chapter, this volume nonetheless demonstrates the manifold beliefs,
practices, institutions, and images that conveyed and enforced difference for the benefit of
particular groups and to the detriment of others. Addressing the varying historiographical
self-consciousness concerning race among medievalist scholars themselves, the separate analyses
make use of paradigms drawn from social and political history, religious, environmental, literary,
ethnic, and gender studies, the history of art and of science, and critical race theory. Chapters
identify the eruption of racial discourses aroused by political or religious polemic, centered upon
conversion within and among Jewish, Christian, and Islamic communions, and inspired by imagined
or sustained contact with alien peoples. Authors draw their evidence from Hebrew, Latin, Arabic,



and a profusion of European vernaculars, and provide searching examinations of visual artefacts
ranging from religious service books to maps, mosaics, and manuscript illuminations
  short history of racism: Racism in the Modern World Manfred Berg, Simon Wendt,
2011-04-01 Emphasizing the global nature of racism, this volume brings together historians from
various regional specializations to explore this phenomenon from comparative and transnational
perspectives. The essays shed light on how racial ideologies and practices developed, changed, and
spread in Europe, Asia, the Near East, Australia, and Africa, focusing on processes of transfer,
exchange, appropriation, and adaptation. To what extent, for example, were racial beliefs of Western
origin? Did similar belief systems emerge in non-Western societies independently of Western
influence? And how did these societies adopt and adapt Western racial beliefs once they were
exposed to them? Up to this point, the few monographs or edited collections that exist only provide
students of the history of racism with tentative answers to these questions. More importantly, the
authors of these studies tend to ignore transnational processes of exchange and transfer. Yet, as this
volume shows, these are crucial to an understanding of the diffusion of racial belief systems around
the globe.
  short history of racism: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Education John L. Rury,
Eileen Tamura, 2019 This handbook offers a global perspective on the historical development of
educational institutions, systems of schooling, educational ideas, and educational experiences. Its 36
chapters consider the field's changing scholarship, while examining particular national and regional
themes and offering a comparative perspective. Each also provides suggestions for further research
and analysis.
  short history of racism: Louder Than Words Brad Stephens, 2021-11-18 Life is louder than
words can ever express because, from a biblical point of view, the world is broken by humanity's
rebellion against its creator. Humanity is fragmented: all the offspring of Adam and Eve are born
loving death. That is something that the modern age has tried to ignore and the postmodern age
longs to embrace. More to the point, it is something that the church has tried to forget. However, we
do so at our own peril. This work is a snapshot of the development of fragmentation in the Western
world. It is also a map toward wholeness. We cannot move forward if we do not know where we are
or where we are going. This searching for heart in a heartless world is an attempt to locate where
we are on the map of history by examining the past through the corrective lenses of living faith so
that we may be able to teach our children to have hope in hopeless times.
  short history of racism: What We Now Know About Race and Ethnicity Michael Banton,
2015-10-01 Attempts of nineteenth-century writers to establish “race” as a biological concept failed
after Charles Darwin opened the door to a new world of knowledge. Yet this word already had a
place in the organization of everyday life and in ordinary English language usage. This book explains
how the idea of race became so important in the USA, generating conceptual confusion that can now
be clarified. Developing an international approach, it reviews references to “race,” “racism,” and
“ethnicity” in sociology, anthropology, philosophy, and comparative politics and identifies promising
lines of research that may make it possible to supersede misleading notions of race in the social
sciences.
  short history of racism: The Rise and Fall of the Caucasian Race Bruce Baum, 2008-07
Originating in 1795, the term 'Caucasian' identifies both the peoples of the Caucasus Mountains
region as well as those thought to be 'Caucasian.' This text explores the history of the term and the
category of the 'Caucasian race' more broadly in light of the changing politics of racial theory and
identity.
  short history of racism: A Short History of Medicine Erwin H. Ackerknecht, 2016-05-01 A
bestselling history of medicine, enriched with a new foreword, concluding essay, and bibliographic
essay. Erwin H. Ackerknecht’s A Short History of Medicine is a concise narrative, long appreciated
by students in the history of medicine, medical students, historians, and medical professionals as
well as all those seeking to understand the history of medicine. Covering the broad sweep of
discoveries from parasitic worms to bacilli and x-rays, and highlighting physicians and scientists



from Hippocrates and Galen to Pasteur, Koch, and Roentgen, Ackerknecht narrates Western and
Eastern civilization’s work at identifying and curing disease. He follows these discoveries from the
library to the bedside, hospital, and laboratory, illuminating how basic biological sciences interacted
with clinical practice over time. But his story is more than one of laudable scientific and therapeutic
achievement. Ackerknecht also points toward the social, ecological, economic, and political
conditions that shape the incidence of disease. Improvements in health, Ackerknecht argues, depend
on more than laboratory knowledge: they also require that we improve the lives of ordinary men and
women by altering social conditions such as poverty and hunger. This revised and expanded edition
includes a new foreword and concluding biographical essay by Charles E. Rosenberg, Ackerknecht’s
former student and a distinguished historian of medicine. A new bibliographic essay by Lisa
Haushofer explores recent scholarship in the history of medicine.
  short history of racism: The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Race Zain Abdullah,
2024-12-03 Given the intense scrutiny of Muslims, The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Race is an
outstanding reference to key topics related to Islam and racialization. Comprising over 40 chapters
by nearly 50 international contributors, the Handbook covers 30 countries on six continents
examining an array of subjects including Chinese, Russian, Iranian, and Palestinian Muslims as
racialized others Hip-Hop, Islam, and race Sexuality, gender, and race in Muslim spaces
Islamophobia and race Racializing Muslim youth Islam, media, photography and race Central issues
are explored not only in Muslim societies but also in Muslim-minority countries like Mexico, Finland,
Brazil, New Zealand, and South Africa for topics such as race and color in the Qur’an, law, slavery,
conversion, multiculturalism, blackness, whiteness, and otherness. The Routledge Handbook of
Islam and Race is essential reading for students and researchers in religious studies and
postcolonial studies. The Handbook will also be very useful for those in related fields such as art and
architecture, literature, ethnic studies, Black and Africana studies, sociology, history, anthropology,
and global studies.
  short history of racism: 65,000 Years: A Short History of Australian Art Marcia Langton,
Judith Ryan, 2024-10-15 65,000 Years: A Short History of Australian Art stares into the dark heart of
Australia's brutal colonial history and offers new insights into the first art of this country. Long
before Britain's invasion of Australia in 1788, First Peoples' cultural and design traditions flourished
for thousands of generations. Their art shaped the continent as we know it today and the societies
that thrived here; but these continuing artistic practices and new art forms were disregarded by the
settlers, and not considered to be 'fine art' until the late 1980s. In this publication, twenty-five
writers urge us to reconsider the art history that is unique to the Australian continent and to
acknowledge its rise to prominence in modern times. Featuring new writing by leading thinkers
across generations and disciplines, it celebrates Indigenous Australian art across media, time and
language groups. Today Indigenous art and artists are at the forefront of contemporary art practice.
In very real and tangible ways, this publication reveals the artistic brilliance of Australia's First
Peoples and stands as a testament to their resilience. This book is published in association with a
major exhibition at the University of Melbourne's revitalised Potter Museum of Art, opening in 2025.
Also titled 65,000 Years: A Short History of Australian Art, the exhibition, curated by Professor
Marcia Langton AO, Ms Judith Ryan AM and Ms Shanysa McConville, features over 400 artworks
that celebrate the longevity and brilliance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art despite a
difficult history of colonialism and scientific racism.
  short history of racism: Is It Racist? Is It Sexist? Jessi Streib, Betsy Leondar-Wright,
2025-01-14 How can the judgment calls we make in everyday life create or help eradicate social
inequality? Is It Racist? Is It Sexist? Two questions that seem simple on their face, but which invite a
host of tangled responses. In this book, Jessi Streib and Betsy Leondar-Wright offer a new way of
understanding how inequalities persist by focusing on the individual judgment calls that lead us to
decide what's racist, what's sexist, and what's not. Racism and sexism often seem like optical
illusions—with some people sure they see them and others sure they're not there—but the lines that
most consistently divide our decisions might surprise you. Indeed, white people's views of what's



racist and sexist are increasingly up for grabs. As the largest racial group in the country and the
group that occupies the most and the highest positions of power, what they decide is racist and
sexist helps determine the contours of inequality. By asking white people—Southerners and
Northerners, Republicans and Democrats, working-class and professional-middle-class, men and
women—to decide whether specific interactions and institutions are racist, sexist, or not, Streib and
Leondar-Wright take us on a journey through the decision-making processes of white people in
America. By presenting them with a variety of scenarios, the authors are able to distinguish the
responses as being characteristic of different patterns of reasoning. They produce a framework for
understanding these patterns that invites us all to engage with each other in a new way, even on
topics that might divide us. Is It Racist? Is It Sexist? will leave you questioning how you decide
whether a joke, a hiring decision, or a policy change is or isn't racist or sexist, and will give you new
tools for making more accurate and productive judgment calls.
  short history of racism: philosophical topics , 1985
  short history of racism: Church, State, and Race Ryan P. Jordan, 2012-04-12 This book uses
the discourse of religious liberty, often expressed as one favoring a separation between church and
state, to explore racial differences during an era of American empire building (1750–1900).
Discussions of religious liberty in America during this time often revolved around the fitness of
certain ethnic or racial groups to properly exercise their freedom of conscience. Significant fear
existed that groups outside the Anglo-Protestant mainstream might somehow undermine the
American experiment in ordered republican liberty. Hence, repeated calls could be heard for varying
forms of assimilation to normative Protestant ideals about religious expression. Though Americans
pride themselves on their secular society, it is worth interrogating the exclusive and even violent
genealogy of such secular values. When doing so, it is important to understand the racial limitations
of the discourse of religious freedom for various aspects of American political culture. The following
account of the history of religious liberty seeks to destabilize the widespread assumption that the
dominant American culture inevitably trends toward greater freedom in the realm of personal
expression.
  short history of racism: Measuring the Master Race Jon Røyne Kyllingstad, 2014-12-22 The
notion of a superior ‘Germanic’ or ‘Nordic’ race was a central theme in Nazi ideology. But it was also
a commonly accepted idea in the early twentieth century, an actual scientific concept originating
from anthropological research on the physical characteristics of Europeans. The Scandinavian
Peninsula was considered to be the historical cradle and the heartland of this ‘master race’.
Measuring the Master Race investigates the role played by Scandinavian scholars in inventing this
so-called superior race, and discusses how the concept stamped Norwegian physical anthropology,
prehistory, national identity and the eugenics movement. It also explores the decline and scientific
discrediting of these ideas in the 1930s as they came to be associated with the genetic cleansing of
Nazi Germany. This is the first comprehensive study of Norwegian physical anthropology. Its
findings shed new light on current political and scientific debates about race across the globe.
  short history of racism: Race, Sex, and Social Order in Early New Orleans Jennifer M. Spear,
2009-06-15 Winner, 2009 Kemper and Leila Williams Prize in Louisiana History, The Historic New
Orleans Collection and the Louisiana Historical Association A microcosm of exaggerated societal
extremes—poverty and wealth, vice and virtue, elitism and equality—New Orleans is a tangled web
of race, cultural mores, and sexual identities. Jennifer M. Spear's examination of the dialectical
relationship between politics and social practice unravels the city’s construction of race during the
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Spear brings together archival evidence from three
different languages and the most recent and respected scholarship on racial formation and
interracial sex to explain why free people of color became a significant population in the early days
of New Orleans and to show how authorities attempted to use concepts of race and social hierarchy
to impose order on a decidedly disorderly society. She recounts and analyzes the major conflicts that
influenced New Orleanian culture: legal attempts to impose racial barriers and social order, political
battles over propriety and freedom, and cultural clashes over place and progress. At each turn,



Spear’s narrative challenges the prevailing academic assumptions and supports her efforts to move
exploration of racial formation away from cultural and political discourses and toward social
histories. Strikingly argued, richly researched, and methodologically sound, this wide-ranging look
at how choices about sex triumphed over established class systems and artificial racial boundaries
supplies a refreshing contribution to the history of early Louisiana.
  short history of racism: Race and Ethnicity in America Russell M. Lawson, Benjamin A.
Lawson, 2019-10-11 Divided into four volumes, Race and Ethnicity in America provides a complete
overview of the history of racial and ethnic relations in America, from pre-contact to the present.
The five hundred years since Europeans made contact with the indigenous peoples of America have
been dominated by racial and ethnic tensions. During the colonial period, from 1500 to 1776, slavery
and servitude of whites, blacks, and Indians formed the foundation for race and ethnic relations.
After the American Revolution, slavery, labor inequalities, and immigration led to racial and ethnic
tensions; after the Civil War, labor inequalities, immigration, and the fight for civil rights dominated
America's racial and ethnic experience. From the 1960s to the present, the unfulfilled promise of
civil rights for all ethnic and racial groups in America has been the most important sociopolitical
issue in America. Race and Ethnicity in America tells this story of the fight for equality in America.
The first volume spans pre-contact to the American Revolution; the second, the American Revolution
to the Civil War; the third, Reconstruction to the Civil Rights Movement; and the fourth, the Civil
Rights Movement to the present. All volumes explore the culture, society, labor, war and politics,
and cultural expressions of racial and ethnic groups.
  short history of racism: Race, Sport and Politics Ben Carrington, 2010-09-14 This is the first
book-length study to address sport's role in 'the making of race', the place of sport within black
diasporic struggles for freedom and equality, and the contested location of sport in relation to the
politics of recognition within contemporary western multicultural societies. Race, Sport and Politics
shows that over the past century sport has occupied a dominant position within Western culture in
producing ideas of racial difference and alterity while providing a powerful and public modality for
forms of black cultural resistance. Written by one of the leading international authorities on the
sociology of race and sport, it is the first book that centrally locates sport within the cultural politics
of the black diaspora and will be of relevance to students and scholars in fields such as the sociology
of culture and sport, the sociology of race and diaspora studies, postcolonial theory, cultural theory
and cultural studies.
  short history of racism: From Class to Race Charles Mills, 2003-11-19 In From Class to Race,
Charles Mills maps the theoretical route that brought him to the innovative conceptual framework
outlined in his academic bestseller The Racial Contract (1997). Mills argues for a new critical theory
that develops the insights of the black radical political tradition. While challenging conventional
interpretations of key Marxist concepts and claims, the author contends that Marxism has been
white insofar as it has failed to recognize the centrality of race and white supremacy to the making
of the modern world. By appealing to both mainstream liberal values and the structuralism
traditionally associated with the left, Mills asserts that critical race theory can radicalize the
mainstream Enlightenment and develop a new kind of contractarianism that deals frontally with race
and other forms of social oppression rather than evading them.
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