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Definition of Anti Hero in Literature: Exploring the Complex Character Beyond Traditional Heroism

Definition of anti hero in literature often sparks curiosity among readers and writers alike because this
character type challenges the conventional notions of heroism. Unlike the classic hero, who embodies noble
qualities and moral clarity, the anti hero tends to blur the lines between right and wrong, making them
more complex, relatable, and sometimes controversial figures in storytelling. If you’ve ever wondered
what makes an anti hero stand out or how this archetype shapes narratives, this article will guide you
through the nuances, characteristics, and significance of the anti hero in literature.

What Is an Anti Hero? Understanding the Core Definition

At its simplest, an anti hero is a protagonist who lacks traditional heroic qualities such as idealism, courage,
or morality. Instead of being purely virtuous or admirable, anti heroes often display traits like cynicism,
selfishness, or moral ambiguity. They might make questionable decisions, act out of self-interest, or struggle
with their own flaws. Yet, these imperfections make them compelling and believable, as they mirror the
complexities of real human nature more closely than the flawless heroes of classic stories.

The definition of anti hero in literature highlights the distinction between heroes and anti heroes. While
heroes tend to inspire and lead by example, anti heroes tend to provoke thought, challenge norms, and
sometimes even evoke sympathy despite their flaws. This unique position allows them to drive stories in
unexpected directions, often deepening the thematic richness of a work.

Characteristics of Anti Heroes in Literature

To truly grasp the definition of anti hero in literature, it’s helpful to break down the common traits these
characters possess. While every anti hero is unique, several characteristics frequently appear across
different stories and genres:

1. Moral Ambiguity

Anti heroes don’t fit neatly into categories of good or evil. Their choices and motivations are often complex,
driven by personal codes rather than societal ideals. This moral ambiguity invites readers to question their
own values and assumptions.



2. Flawed and Imperfect

Unlike traditional heroes, anti heroes have visible weaknesses or flaws, whether it’s arrogance,
indecisiveness, or a troubled past. These imperfections make them more human and relatable.

3. Reluctant or Unconventional Heroism

Many anti heroes don’t seek out heroism or glory. They may act out of necessity, revenge, or even self-
preservation. Their journey often involves reluctant or accidental heroism.

4. Complex Motivations

Anti heroes are rarely motivated by pure altruism. Their goals might be selfish or conflicted, adding layers
to their character development and making their actions unpredictable.

The Role of the Anti Hero in Modern and Classic Literature

The definition of anti hero in literature has evolved over time. In classic literature, heroes were often
depicted as paragons of virtue, representing societal ideals. However, as literature became more
sophisticated and reflective of human psychology, the anti hero emerged as a powerful alternative.

Anti Heroes in Classic Literature

Even in early literature, characters that fit the anti hero mold existed, though they were less common. For
example, Shakespeare’s Hamlet can be seen as an anti hero—he is indecisive, flawed, and morally conflicted,
yet he remains the central character driving the narrative.

Anti Heroes in Contemporary Works

Modern literature and media have embraced anti heroes more openly, reflecting changing societal attitudes
toward complexity and imperfection. Characters like Holden Caulfield from "The Catcher in the Rye" or
Walter White from "Breaking Bad" are quintessential anti heroes—deeply flawed, morally gray, but
undeniably captivating.



Why Do Readers Connect with Anti Heroes?

Understanding the definition of anti hero in literature also involves exploring why these characters
resonate so strongly with audiences. There are several reasons why anti heroes have become favorites
among readers and viewers:

Realism: Anti heroes feel more like real people, with all the contradictions, mistakes, and struggles
that come with human nature.

Complexity: Their layered personalities invite deeper engagement and analysis, making stories more
intellectually and emotionally stimulating.

Relatability: Many people see parts of themselves in anti heroes, especially those who don’t fit
societal expectations of perfection or morality.

Challenge to Norms: Anti heroes often question or defy traditional moral and social norms, appealing
to readers who enjoy narratives that push boundaries.

Examples of Iconic Anti Heroes in Literature

To bring the definition of anti hero in literature to life, it’s helpful to look at some memorable characters
who embody this archetype:

1. Jay Gatsby from "The Great Gatsby"

Gatsby’s charm and ambition mask a darker side—his obsession with wealth and status and his willingness
to engage in shady dealings challenge the conventional hero mold.

2. Raskolnikov from "Crime and Punishment"

A deeply conflicted character, Raskolnikov’s moral struggles and philosophical justifications for his crimes
make him a classic anti hero.



3. Lisbeth Salander from "The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo"

Lisbeth’s rebellious nature, social alienation, and unconventional methods showcase the anti hero’s ability to
challenge traditional heroism while still fighting for justice.

How Writers Can Craft a Compelling Anti Hero

For authors interested in creating anti heroes, understanding the definition of anti hero in literature is just
the start. Here are some tips for developing nuanced, engaging anti hero characters:

Embrace Flaws: Don’t shy away from imperfections. Flaws make anti heroes relatable and1.
intriguing.

Develop Clear Motivations: Even if the anti hero’s goals are selfish or ambiguous, they should be2.
believable and drive the story forward.

Show Growth or Conflict: Anti heroes often undergo internal struggles or transformations that add3.
depth to their arcs.

Balance Sympathy and Critique: Readers should be able to empathize with the anti hero but also4.
recognize their moral complexities.

The Impact of Anti Heroes on Literary Themes and Storytelling

The presence of an anti hero can profoundly influence the themes and tone of a narrative. By challenging
traditional heroism, anti heroes open up discussions about morality, identity, and society’s expectations.
They often highlight the gray areas of human experience, encouraging readers to think critically about
right and wrong.

In many stories, the anti hero’s journey becomes a mirror reflecting the imperfections and contradictions of
the world around them. This makes their narratives not only entertaining but also thought-provoking and
culturally relevant.

Exploring the definition of anti hero in literature reveals just how vital these characters are to the richness
and diversity of storytelling. Whether in novels, plays, or films, anti heroes continue to captivate audiences
by embodying the complexity of humanity itself.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of an anti-hero in literature?
An anti-hero is a central character in a story who lacks traditional heroic qualities such as idealism, courage,
and morality, often displaying flaws and ambiguous ethics.

How does an anti-hero differ from a traditional hero?
Unlike a traditional hero who embodies noble qualities and moral integrity, an anti-hero typically exhibits
traits like selfishness, cynicism, and moral ambiguity, making them more complex and relatable.

Why are anti-heroes popular in modern literature?
Anti-heroes are popular because they reflect real human complexities and moral dilemmas, providing more
nuanced and compelling characters that challenge conventional notions of heroism.

Can you give examples of famous anti-heroes in literature?
Famous literary anti-heroes include Holden Caulfield from 'The Catcher in the Rye,' Walter White from
'Breaking Bad' (also a literary adaptation), and Jay Gatsby from 'The Great Gatsby,' all of whom exhibit
flawed and morally ambiguous traits.

What role do anti-heroes play in storytelling?
Anti-heroes serve to explore themes of morality, identity, and societal norms by presenting protagonists
who struggle with inner conflicts and ethical challenges, often leading to more complex and thought-
provoking narratives.

Additional Resources
Definition of Anti Hero in Literature: An In-Depth Exploration

Definition of anti hero in literature serves as a crucial cornerstone in understanding the evolving nature of
protagonists within storytelling. Unlike traditional heroes who embody idealized virtues such as courage,
morality, and nobility, an anti-hero often blurs the lines between heroism and villainy, challenging readers’
preconceived notions about what it means to be the central character in a narrative. This nuanced figure
occupies a space that is neither wholly admirable nor entirely condemnable, offering a more complex and
often relatable portrayal of human imperfection.



Understanding the Definition of Anti Hero in Literature

At its core, the definition of anti hero in literature refers to a protagonist who lacks conventional heroic
qualities. These characters may be flawed, morally ambiguous, or even outright unethical, yet they remain
the focal point of the story. Unlike antagonists, anti-heroes are not the primary source of conflict but instead
navigate and often drive the narrative through their unconventional traits.

The anti-hero archetype emerged prominently in modern literature and media, reflecting society’s
growing appetite for realistic, multifaceted characters. This archetype departs from the classic hero’s
journey, where the protagonist’s virtuous path leads to triumph. Instead, anti-heroes often wrestle with
internal conflicts, demonstrate questionable ethics, and reveal vulnerabilities that traditional heroes
typically suppress.

Key Characteristics of Anti-Heroes

To grasp the full scope of the definition of anti hero in literature, it is essential to identify common features
that distinguish these characters:

Flawed Morality: Anti-heroes often operate within a gray moral spectrum, making choices that
challenge ethical norms.

Internal Conflict: They frequently struggle with self-doubt, guilt, or a troubled past, adding depth to
their characterization.

Relatability: Their imperfections make them more human and accessible to audiences, fostering
empathy despite questionable actions.

Rebellion Against Norms: Many anti-heroes reject societal expectations or heroic ideals, emphasizing
individuality or cynicism.

Complex Motivations: Unlike straightforward heroes motivated by altruism, anti-heroes may pursue
personal gain, revenge, or survival.

The Evolution and Significance of the Anti-Hero

The definition of anti hero in literature cannot be fully appreciated without examining its historical and



cultural evolution. Early literature primarily celebrated idealized heroes, as seen in epic tales like Homer’s
*Iliad* and *Odyssey*, where characters like Achilles and Odysseus embodied valor and honor. However,
even these figures exhibited traits that foreshadowed the anti-hero archetype, such as Achilles’ wrath or
Odysseus’ cunning.

The transition towards explicitly anti-heroic figures gained momentum in the 20th century, influenced by
shifting social attitudes and the disillusionment wrought by world conflicts. Literary works such as Joseph
Conrad’s *Heart of Darkness* and Fyodor Dostoevsky’s *Crime and Punishment* introduced protagonists
whose moral ambiguity and psychological complexity broke away from traditional heroic molds.

In contemporary literature and media, the anti-hero is often employed to explore themes of existentialism,
identity crises, and societal critique. This shift reflects a broader cultural trend that values authenticity and
complexity over simplistic moral binaries.

Anti-Hero vs. Traditional Hero: A Comparative Analysis

Understanding the definition of anti hero in literature also involves contrasting these figures with
traditional heroes. This comparison elucidates the unique role anti-heroes play in narrative structures.

Moral Compass: Traditional heroes typically possess a clear moral compass guiding them, whereas1.
anti-heroes exhibit ambiguous or shifting ethics.

Motivations: Heroes often act for the collective good, championing justice or honor; anti-heroes2.
pursue personal agendas that may conflict with societal expectations.

Personality Traits: Courage, selflessness, and integrity define heroes; anti-heroes are characterized by3.
cynicism, selfishness, or vulnerability.

Resolution of Conflict: Heroes usually resolve conflict in ways that reinforce moral order, while anti-4.
heroes’ actions can complicate or subvert resolutions.

This contrast highlights why the anti-hero is a compelling literary device—it destabilizes familiar
storytelling patterns and invites readers to grapple with complex moral questions.

Notable Examples of Anti-Heroes in Literature

Several iconic characters epitomize the definition of anti hero in literature, showcasing the archetype’s



diversity and depth:

Holden Caulfield* (J.D. Salinger’s *The Catcher in the Rye*): A disaffected youth grappling with
alienation and identity, Holden’s cynicism and rebelliousness contrast sharply with traditional heroic
ideals.

Raskolnikov* (Fyodor Dostoevsky’s *Crime and Punishment*): A conflicted murderer whose
philosophical justifications and psychological torment exemplify moral complexity.

Jay Gatsby* (F. Scott Fitzgerald’s *The Great Gatsby*): A morally ambiguous figure driven by
obsession and illusion rather than noble ideals.

Walter White* (from the television series *Breaking Bad*): Although not originating from literature,
Walter White’s narrative exemplifies the modern anti-hero, blending intelligence with ethical
compromise.

These characters embody the definition of anti hero in literature by challenging readers to rethink
traditional moral frameworks and engage with flawed humanity.

The Impact of Anti-Heroes on Modern Storytelling

The prominence of anti-heroes has reshaped narrative expectations across genres. In literature, film, and
television, anti-heroes offer storytellers a means to explore darker, more realistic themes. Their ambiguous
nature often leads to unpredictable plots, richer character development, and heightened emotional
engagement.

Moreover, the rise of anti-heroes coincides with a cultural landscape that prizes complexity and
authenticity. Audiences increasingly seek characters who reflect real-world ambiguities rather than
idealized archetypes, making the anti-hero a particularly resonant figure in contemporary storytelling.

This trend also presents challenges. The blurred lines between heroism and villainy can complicate
audience alignment, sometimes resulting in moral confusion or ambivalence. Writers must balance the
appeal of flawed protagonists with coherent narrative and ethical frameworks to maintain engagement.

Exploring the Nuances: Anti-Heroes and Moral Ambiguity

Integral to the definition of anti hero in literature is the exploration of moral ambiguity. Unlike black-and-



white portrayals of good and evil, anti-heroes inhabit a spectrum where decisions and motivations coexist
with contradictions. This complexity often mirrors real-life ethical dilemmas, making anti-heroes especially
powerful tools for social commentary.

Through their actions and internal struggles, anti-heroes compel readers to question assumptions about
justice, virtue, and redemption. They highlight the imperfect nature of humanity and the often blurred
boundaries between right and wrong.

Why the Anti-Hero Resonates with Contemporary Readers

The widespread appeal of anti-heroes can be attributed to several factors:

Relatability: Their flaws and vulnerabilities mirror the imperfections of everyday people.

Psychological Depth: Anti-heroes often undergo complex emotional and moral journeys, offering rich
narrative experiences.

Rebellion Against Norms: Their defiance of traditional heroic standards speaks to a desire for
individuality and skepticism toward authority.

Reflection of Modern Realities: In a world rife with ambiguity and ethical complexities, anti-heroes
provide a more authentic representation of human experience.

By embodying these aspects, anti-heroes continue to redefine the parameters of storytelling, ensuring the
definition of anti hero in literature remains dynamic and relevant.

The evolving portrayal of anti-heroes invites ongoing discourse about morality, identity, and the nature of
heroism itself. As literature and popular culture advance, the anti-hero stands as a testament to the richness
and diversity of human character, challenging audiences to embrace complexity rather than simplicity.
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  definition of anti hero in literature: In Praise of Antiheroes Victor Brombert, 2001-11 In an
age of upheaval and challenged faith, traditional heroes are hard to come by, and harder still to love,
with their bloodstained hands and backs unbowed by the consequences of their actions. Through
penetrating readings of key works of modern European literature, Victor Brombert shows how a new
kind of hero—the antihero—has arisen to replace the toppled heroic model. Though they fail, by
design, to live up to conventional expectations of mythic heroes, antiheroes are not necessarily
failures. They display different kinds of courage more in tune with our time and our needs:
deficiency translated into strength, failure experienced as honesty, dignity achieved through
humiliation. Brombert explores these paradoxes in the works of Büchner, Gogol, Dostoevsky,
Flaubert, Svevo, Hašek, Frisch, Camus, and Levi. Coming from diverse cultural and linguistic
traditions, these writers all use the figure of the antihero to question handed-down assumptions, to
reexamine moral categories, and to raise issues of survival and renewal embodying the spirit of an
uneasy age.
  definition of anti hero in literature: J. K. Rowling’s Severus Snape in the "Harry Potter"
Series. Anti-Hero or Tragic Hero in Literature? Sandra Schäder, 2018-08-24 Studienarbeit aus dem
Jahr 2018 im Fachbereich Anglistik - Literatur, Note: 1,7, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena,
Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: This paper tries to answer the question: what kind of literary hero is
Severus Snape? Anti-hero or tragic hero?. J.K. Rowling is one of the most famous authors of our time
and she gained this fame by writing the Harry Potter books. They are about the life of a young
wizard that has to defeat the most powerful and dark wizard of all time – Lord Voldemort, as it has
been said in a prophecy. And this wizard is Harry Potter. He is a student in Hogwarts, a school for
wizardry and witchcraft where he learns to control his magical powers. One of his professors is
Severus Snape, the poison master. From the first day on, he is unfriendly and unfair to Harry and his
friends. Snape is one of the most ambiguous characters in the Harry Potter series, because it is hard
to see through his actions that are contradictory most of the time. In the end, after Snape has died,
it is revealed he had been on Harry’s side all along. In the wizarding world he his celebrated as a
hero, because he risked his own life and spied for Dumbledore to help Harry.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Three Simple Truths and Six Essential Traits for
Powerful Writing: Book Four - Proficient ,
  definition of anti hero in literature: Psychological Constructs and the Craft of African Fiction
of Yesteryears Linus Tongwo Asong, 2012 The novel remains the most popular genre in the African
literary landscape. In the very large body of criticism that has been devoted to the craft of African
fiction, this very stimulating study of six African novels will hold its own distinctive place for a long
while. It brings to African critical thought not only an exceptional acumen of interpretation and
analysis, but something much more important to most of the previous serious literary study than
mere technical dissection - a keen sense of the experience and imaginative truth that make Asong's
selected African texts living books as well as authentic record of human and moral values. Many of
Asong's perceptions are not only critically shrewd but humanly searching, alert to aesthetic quality
and invention. No one interested in creative criticism of African fiction will read this book without
finding its approach a challenge to his or her own reading of African fiction, and a stimulus to
understanding the growth and enduring richness of the best of the African novel. The book balances
nicely in its choice of three texts in English and three in French, the two dominant colonial
languages in Africa South of the Sahara. Even more interesting is the fact that although all the
French texts have been translated into English, Asong opts to treat the three in the original
language in which they were conceived and executed, a decision which keeps the reader as close as
possible to the original idiom.
  definition of anti hero in literature: The Routledge Dictionary of Literary Terms Peter
Childs, Roger Fowler, 2006 Covering both established terminology as well as the specialist
vocabulary of modern theoretical schools, this is an indispensable guide to the principal terms and
concepts encountered in debates over literary studies in the twenty-first century.
  definition of anti hero in literature: The Positive Hero in Russian Literature Rufus W.



Mathewson, 2000 The positive hero was defined by the Soviets as one who set an example for the
reader's behavior. As early as 1860, the merits of this ideal model were a central issue in the war
between literary imagination and ideological criticism that raged in Russia for a hundred years. In
The Positive Hero in Russian Literature, Rufus W. Mathewson, Jr., brings a period of Russian
literature to life and demonstrates how the battles over the positive hero reappeared with dramatic
clarity in the dissident literary movement that developed after Stalin's death. Mathewson argues
that the true continuity between nineteenth- and twentieth-century Russian prose was to be found in
this persistent conflict between contrary views of the real nature and proper uses of literature. This
new edition of a widely acclaimed work, first published in 1958 and covering literary developments
through 1946, includes chapters on Belinsky, Pasternak, Solzhenitsyn, and Sinyavsky. --Book Jacket.
  definition of anti hero in literature: A Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory J. A.
Cuddon, 2012-11-07 With new entries and sensitive edits, this fifth edition places J.A. Cuddon’s
indispensable dictionary firmly in the 21st Century. Written in a clear and highly readable style
Comprehensive historical coverage extending from ancient times to the present day Broad
intellectual and cultural range Expands on the previous edition to incorporate the most recent
literary terminology New material is particularly focused in areas such as gender studies and queer
theory, post-colonial theory, post-structuralism, post-modernism, narrative theory, and cultural
studies. Existing entries have been edited to ensure that topics receive balanced treatment
  definition of anti hero in literature: Dictionary of Modern English Grammar , 2005 This
dictionary aims to help users to find the most appropriate word to use on a wide range of occasions.
It is designed in particular for students, those writing reports, letters and speeches, and crossword
solvers, but is also useful as a general word reference. Special features include: an alphabetical A-Z
listing; numbered senses for words with more than one meaning; British and American variants; and
specially marked colloquial uses.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Encyclopedia of Media and Communication Marcel
Danesi, 2013-06-17 The first comprehensive encyclopedia for the growing fields of media and
communication studies, the Encyclopedia of Media and Communication is an essential resource for
beginners and seasoned academics alike. Contributions from over fifty experts and practitioners
provide an accessible introduction to these disciplines' most important concepts, figures, and
schools of thought – from Jean Baudrillard to Tim Berners Lee, and podcasting to Peircean semiotics.
Detailed and up-to-date, the Encyclopedia of Media and Communication synthesizes a wide array of
works and perspectives on the making of meaning. The appendix includes timelines covering the
whole historical record for each medium, from either antiquity or their inception to the present day.
Each entry also features a bibliography linking readers to relevant resources for further reading.
The most coherent treatment yet of these fields, the Encyclopedia of Media and Communication
promises to be the standard reference text for the next generation of media and communication
students and scholars.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Heroizability Ibrahim Taha, 2015-07-01 It is commonly
believed that some approaches of structural semiotics, narratology and cognitive science have not
yet succeeded in constructing a complete and coherent theory of literary character. The author
argues that the primary explanation of the failure is the artificial separation between characters and
their actions. One of the chief implications of such separation is treating characters in terms of
structures, agents, actants, functions, roles, and signs, which obviously mean that actions can hardly
be explained as intended, motivated, performed and experienced. Survival, as a motivation-based
concept, is one of the key concepts making the separation between character and action something
impossible. Humans in literary narratives search for survival as an aware process of knowing and
meaning making. Meaning in literary narratives can be produced by heroizability, which treats
literary characters as living anthroposemiotic entities aware of their natural motivation to achieve in
order to survive and produce meanings of their survival. As such, characters in literary narratives
have active cognitions, and their cognitive activities remain meaningless without a process of
semiosis. Applying Anthroposemiotic theory with Modeling System Theory, heroizability provides



methodical tools to explain how the narrative text is represented and, thus, how it is to be
interpreted properly by the reader not only to find, but also to make meaning in narrative world.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Disruptive Women of Literature Eleanore Gardner,
2024-07-08 Disruptive Women of Literature: Rooting for the Antiheroine critically examines the
representation of the literary antiheroine in contemporary Gothic and crime-thriller novels and
traces her emergence from the deviant women of Greek mythology and Shakespeare to the
twenty-first century. It explores how the antiheroine shifts dependent on genre, time period, and
format, demonstrating that she is capable of both challenging and reaffirming problematic
ideologies surrounding women, power, violence, sexuality, and motherhood. Eleanore Gardner
argues that the antiheroine is almost always defined by her experience of a patriarchal trauma and
must therefore navigate her identity differently and more complexly than her antihero counterpart.
The author examines a broad range of texts to understand the antiheroine’s fluidity, her liminal and
abject existence, and what these suggest about cultural anxieties surrounding transgressive women.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Dictionary of World Literary Terms Joseph T. Shipley,
2024-05-01 First published in 1970, Dictionary of World Literary Terms brings together in one
volume authoritative definitions of literary terms, forms and techniques, figures of speech and
detailed notes on the history and development of the literatures and literary movements of the
world. Arranged in alphabetical order for easy use, the entries range from anti-hero to zeugma, from
classicism to the New Criticism, and from esoteric or archaic terms to contemporary theatre and
poetry. This book will be indispensable for writers, students, scholars, researchers, librarians and
everyone who has a literary curiosity.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Anti-heroic Perspectives James Lee Hill, 1976
  definition of anti hero in literature: A Multicultural Dictionary of Literary Terms Gary Carey,
Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2024-10-14 What is a corrido? What is the difference between a tanka, a
choka and a renga? What does it mean when you're doing the dozens? What is a Bildungsroman?
This dictionary of literary terms provides the student, scholar, librarian, or researcher with
definitions, explanations, and models of the styles and forms of works of literature. Along with novel,
tone, tragedy, and scansion are haiku, noh, griot, and other terms that derive from works long
undervalued by the literary world. The examples come from a very broad field of authors--reflecting
a spirit of inclusion of all people, races and literary traditions. The editors have elected to quote from
literary examples that students are likely to have read and to which they most readily relate (for
instance, Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings was preferred over a work such as Paradise
Lost, which fewer students have read and understand). Included is a listing of poets laureate to the
Library of Congress, literature winners of the Pulitzer and Nobel prizes, Booker McConnell Prize
winners, a time line of world literature and an index.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Heroes and Heroism in British Fiction Since 1800
Barbara Korte, Stefanie Lethbridge, 2016-11-09 This book is about the manifestations and
explorations of the heroic in narrative literature since around 1800. It traces the most important
stages of this representation but also includes strands that have been marginalised or silenced in a
dominant masculine and higher-class framework - the studies include explorations of female versions
of the heroic, and they consider working-class and ethnic perspectives. The chapters in this volume
each focus on a prominent conjuncture of texts, histories and approaches to the heroic. Taken
together, they present an overview of the ‘literary heroic’ in fiction since the late eighteenth century.
  definition of anti hero in literature: A History of Russian Literature Andrew Kahn, Mark
Lipovetsky, Irina Reyfman, Stephanie Sandler, 2018-04-05 Russia possesses one of the richest and
most admired literatures of Europe, reaching back to the eleventh century. A History of Russian
Literature provides a comprehensive account of Russian writing from its earliest origins in the
monastic works of Kiev up to the present day, still rife with the creative experiments of post-Soviet
literary life. The volume proceeds chronologically in five parts, extending from Kievan Rus' in the
11th century to the present day.The coverage strikes a balance between extensive overview and
in-depth thematic focus. Parts are organized thematically in chapters, which a number of keywords



that are important literary concepts that can serve as connecting motifs and 'case studies', in-depth
discussions of writers, institutions, and texts that take the reader up close and. Visual material also
underscores the interrelation of the word and image at a number of points, particularly significant in
the medieval period and twentieth century. The History addresses major continuities and
discontinuities in the history of Russian literature across all periods, and in particular bring out
trans-historical features that contribute to the notion of a national literature. The volume's
time-range has the merit of identifying from the early modern period a vital set of national
stereotypes and popular folklore about boundaries, space, Holy Russia, and the charismatic king that
offers culturally relevant material to later writers. This volume delivers a fresh view on a series of
key questions about Russia's literary history, by providing new mappings of literary history and a
narrative that pursues key concepts (rather more than individual authorial careers). This holistic
narrative underscores the ways in which context and text are densely woven in Russian literature,
and demonstrates that the most exciting way to understand the canon and the development of
tradition is through a discussion of the interrelation of major and minor figures, historical events and
literary politics, literary theory and literary innovation.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Myth and Creative Writing Adrian May, 2013-11-19 Myth
and Creative Writing is a unique and practical guide to the arts of creative writing. It: Gives a
historical perspective on the storyteller's art Takes a wide view of myth, to include: legends, folklore,
biblical myth, classical myth, belief myths, balladry and song. Considers all aspects of the creative
process, from conception to completion Provides tips on seeking inspiration from classical and
mythic sources Shows how myths can be linked to contemporary concerns Enables beginning
writers to tap into the deeper resonances of myth Guides students to further critical and creative
resources A secret that all writers know is that they are part of a long tradition of storytelling -
whether they call it mythic, intertextual, interactive or original. And in the pantheon of storytelling,
myths (those stories that tell us, in often magical terms, how the world and the creatures in it came
to be) are the bedrock, a source of unending inspiration. One can dress the study of literature in the
finest critical clothing - or intellectualise it until the cows come home - but at its heart it is nothing
more - and nothing less - than the study of the human instinct to tell stories, to order the world into
patterns we can more readily understand. Exploring the mythic nature of writing (by considering
where the connections between instinct and art are made, and where the writer is also seen as a
mythic adventurer) is a way of finding close links to what it is we demand from literature, which is -
again - something to do with the essences of human nature. Further, in the course of examining the
nature of myth, Adrian May provides a very practical guide to the aspiring writer - whether in a
formal course or working alone - on how to write stories (myths) of their own, from how to begin,
how to develop and how to close.
  definition of anti hero in literature: A Dictionary of Modern Critical Terms Roger Fowler,
2016-09-19 This book, first published in 1987, differs from many other ‘dictionaries of criticism’ in
concentrating less on time-honoured rhetorical terms and more on conceptually flexible, powerful
terms. Each entry consists of not simply a dictionary definition but an essay exploring the history
and full significance of the term, and its possibilities in critical discourse. This title is an ideal basic
reference text for literature students of all levels.
  definition of anti hero in literature: Virtues and Passions in Literature Anna-Teresa
Tymieniecka, 2007-11-10 The Human Condition prompts our creative strivings beyond the natural
round of life toward outstanding achievements. This book explains how the emergence of Human
Condition lifts natural endowment of the individual to the level of excellence. It shows how natural
forces and promptings of life transmute through creative Human Condition subliminal passions of
the soul into innumerable streaks of spiritual significance.
  definition of anti hero in literature: A Dictionary of Biblical Tradition in English Literature
David Lyle Jeffrey, 1992 Over 15 years in the making, an unprecedented one-volume reference work.
Many of today's students and teachers of literature, lacking a familiarity with the Bible, are largely
ignorant of how Biblical tradition has influenced and infused English literature through the



centuries. An invaluable research tool. Contains nearly 800 encyclopedic articles written by a
distinguished international roster of 190 contributors. Three detailed annotated bibliographies.
Cross-references throughout.
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