
ocean house rhode island history
Ocean House Rhode Island History: A Timeless Coastal Treasure

ocean house rhode island history is a fascinating tale that intertwines architecture, luxury
hospitality, and the rich cultural heritage of Watch Hill, Rhode Island. This iconic hotel, perched
gracefully on the cliffs overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, is more than just a stunning getaway; it’s a
living testament to the evolution of seaside resorts in New England. Exploring the ocean house rhode
island history offers a glimpse into the grandeur of the Gilded Age, the resilience of historic
preservation, and the enduring allure of coastal charm.

The Origins of Ocean House: From Grand Victorian
Beginnings

The story of Ocean House begins in 1868 when it was originally built as a Victorian-style hotel,
designed to cater to the elite vacationers of the era. During the late 19th century, Rhode Island's
coastline, especially Watch Hill, became a favored retreat for wealthy families from New York, Boston,
and beyond. The hotel’s location was carefully chosen for its breathtaking views of the ocean and its
proximity to the quaint village life.

Victorian Elegance Meets Coastal Charm

Ocean House was an architectural marvel of its time, embodying the Stick style, which is
characterized by decorative wooden trusses and intricate detailing. This style perfectly captured the
spirit of the Victorian era while embracing the natural beauty of its surroundings. The hotel quickly
gained a reputation for its luxurious accommodations, fine dining, and vibrant social scene.

Guests could enjoy sunbathing on the expansive porches, strolling along the pristine beaches, or
engaging in boating and fishing—activities that helped cement the hotel’s place as a premier coastal
resort destination. The ocean house rhode island history during this period reflects a time when
leisure travel was becoming an essential part of upper-class American life, and Ocean House was at
the forefront of this cultural shift.

The Evolution Through the 20th Century

As the 20th century unfolded, Ocean House witnessed many changes, both in its physical structure
and its role in the community. The advent of the automobile and changing vacation habits meant that
more people could travel to the coast, but also that the exclusivity of places like Ocean House was
challenged.



Adapting to Modern Times

Throughout the early and mid-1900s, Ocean House continued to operate as a luxury hotel, but it
faced stiff competition from newer resorts and hotels. The Great Depression and World War II also
affected tourism, leading to periods of decline. Despite these challenges, the hotel remained a
beloved landmark, cherished for its historical significance and unmatched ocean views.

By the latter half of the century, the original Ocean House building showed signs of wear, and the cost
of upkeep became prohibitive. In 2003, the hotel closed its doors, raising concerns about the fate of
this cherished historic property.

Preservation and Resurrection: A Modern Renaissance

The most remarkable chapter in the ocean house rhode island history came with its rebirth in the 21st
century. Recognizing the hotel’s importance as a cultural and architectural treasure, a group of
preservationists and investors embarked on an ambitious project to restore Ocean House to its former
glory.

Rebuilding with Respect to Heritage

Between 2007 and 2010, Ocean House underwent a meticulous reconstruction, blending modern
amenities with faithful replication of the original 1868 design. Every effort was made to use authentic
materials and traditional craftsmanship to honor the past while providing guests with contemporary
luxury.

The new Ocean House reopened in 2010 as a Relais & Châteaux property, symbolizing a successful
marriage of history and hospitality. Today, it stands as one of the few Victorian-era grand hotels in the
United States that has been completely rebuilt, preserving the architectural heritage and coastal spirit
that defined its origin.

Why Ocean House Matters in Rhode Island’s Cultural
Landscape

Ocean House is more than a hotel; it’s a piece of Rhode Island’s identity. Its history reflects broader
themes such as the rise of American leisure culture, the challenges of historic preservation, and the
economic transformation of coastal towns.

Architectural Significance

The hotel is a prime example of Stick style architecture, which is rare in today’s hotel landscape. By
maintaining this design, Ocean House provides visitors and historians alike with a tangible connection



to 19th-century craftsmanship and aesthetics.

Economic and Social Impact

The restoration of Ocean House also revitalized Watch Hill’s economy, creating jobs and attracting
tourism. It serves as a model for how historic properties can be preserved and adapted to modern
uses without losing their essence.

Tips for Visitors Interested in Ocean House Rhode
Island History

For those eager to delve into the ocean house rhode island history while enjoying a visit, there are
several ways to enrich your experience:

Guided Tours: Check if Ocean House or local historical societies offer guided tours that
highlight the hotel’s architectural features and historical anecdotes.

Local Museums: Visit nearby museums in Watch Hill or Westerly that provide context about
the region’s maritime past and resort culture.

Seasonal Events: Attend events or lectures hosted at Ocean House that celebrate Rhode
Island’s heritage and the hotel’s role in it.

Explore the Surroundings: Take time to walk the beaches, visit historic landmarks, and enjoy
the natural beauty that inspired the hotel’s founders.

The Lasting Legacy of Ocean House

The ocean house rhode island history is a story of transformation and resilience. From its grand
opening in the Victorian era to its careful reconstruction in the modern age, Ocean House embodies
the enduring appeal of coastal hospitality. It serves as a reminder that preserving history requires
passion, vision, and dedication.

For anyone fascinated by American history, architecture, or simply the magic of the sea, Ocean House
offers a unique window into the past while providing all the comforts of the present. As it continues to
welcome guests from around the world, the hotel remains a shining beacon of Rhode Island’s rich
cultural tapestry.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Ocean House in Rhode
Island?
Ocean House in Rhode Island is a historic Victorian-style hotel originally built in 1868. It is significant
for its architectural beauty and as a symbol of the Gilded Age resort culture in Newport, serving as a
prominent destination for affluent visitors.

When was the original Ocean House constructed and what
happened to it?
The original Ocean House was constructed in 1868. Due to deterioration and safety concerns, it was
demolished in 2005 and then meticulously rebuilt as a luxury hotel, reopening in 2010 while
preserving the historic design.

Who were the original architects behind Ocean House in
Rhode Island?
The original Ocean House was designed by the architectural firm Emerson & Fehmer, known for their
work in the Victorian style, which contributed to the hotel’s distinctive and elegant appearance.

How has Ocean House contributed to Rhode Island’s tourism
history?
Ocean House has been a cornerstone of Rhode Island’s tourism, attracting wealthy vacationers during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Its restoration and reopening have continued to make it a
premier destination, highlighting the region’s historic charm and luxury hospitality.

What role did Ocean House play during the Gilded Age?
During the Gilded Age, Ocean House was a luxurious retreat for America’s elite, reflecting the era’s
opulence and social culture. It served as a fashionable resort where prominent families gathered,
showcasing the wealth and leisure lifestyle of the time.

Additional Resources
**The Rich Legacy of Ocean House Rhode Island: A Historical Overview**

ocean house rhode island history is a narrative steeped in architectural grandeur, cultural
significance, and a testament to the resilience of New England’s coastal heritage. This iconic seaside
hotel, located in Watch Hill, Rhode Island, has not only been a landmark of luxury and leisure but also
a symbol of the evolving American resort experience from the 19th century to the present day.
Exploring the story of Ocean House reveals much about regional history, architectural trends, and the
hospitality industry’s transformation over more than a century.



The Origins of Ocean House: A 19th Century Resort
Marvel

Ocean House was originally constructed in 1868, during a period when the American Northeast was
burgeoning with seaside resorts catering to wealthy urbanites seeking respite from city life. Its
establishment coincided with the rise of the Gilded Age, an era marked by economic growth and an
appetite for opulence among America’s elite. The hotel was designed in the Victorian architectural
style, featuring ornate woodwork, expansive verandas, and panoramic views of the Atlantic Ocean,
perfectly encapsulating the era’s aesthetic and social aspirations.

The location of Ocean House in Watch Hill, a quaint coastal village in Rhode Island, was strategically
chosen for its natural beauty and accessibility. Proximity to major cities such as New York and Boston
made it an attractive destination for affluent families. The hotel quickly gained a reputation for
exceptional service, fine dining, and exclusive social events, positioning itself as a premier summer
retreat.

Architectural Significance and Style

Ocean House’s original structure showcased the Stick style, a subset of Victorian architecture
characterized by decorative wooden trusses and patterned stickwork on exterior walls. This style was
popular in seaside resorts for its picturesque qualities and adaptability to coastal climates. The
building’s multi-story design, with its prominent cupolas and sweeping porches, was intended to
maximize natural light and ocean breezes, enhancing the guest experience.

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the hotel underwent various expansions and
renovations to accommodate increasing demand. These changes, while modernizing facilities,
remained sensitive to the original design ethos, preserving Ocean House’s distinctive character.

Challenges and Changes Through the 20th Century

Despite its early success, the Ocean House faced significant challenges as the 20th century
progressed. The Great Depression and World Wars disrupted the leisure travel market, leading to
fluctuations in occupancy and financial strain. Additionally, evolving tastes in architecture and
hospitality meant that older Victorian hotels like Ocean House struggled to compete with newer, more
modern resorts.

By the mid-20th century, the hotel’s condition had deteriorated, and it faced the threat of demolition.
However, local preservationists and the community recognized the historical and cultural importance
of Ocean House and campaigned to save it. Their efforts underscored the growing historic
preservation movement in Rhode Island and across the United States.

Preservation Efforts and Rebirth



The most significant chapter in the ocean house rhode island history unfolded at the turn of the 21st
century. In 2003, the decision was made to demolish the aging structure and rebuild it from the
ground up. This approach sparked debate among historians and preservationists: some argued for
restoration of the original building, while others supported a complete reconstruction to meet
contemporary standards of luxury and safety.

Ultimately, the Ocean House was meticulously reconstructed between 2005 and 2010, reopening in
2010 as a modern luxury hotel that faithfully replicated the original 19th-century design. The project
involved extensive research, including archival photographs, architectural blueprints, and historical
documents, to ensure authenticity. Modern building materials and techniques were integrated
discreetly to provide guests with state-of-the-art amenities without compromising the historic
aesthetic.

Modern Features and Hospitality Excellence

Today, the Ocean House stands as both a tribute to its storied past and a beacon of modern
hospitality. The resort features:

Elegant guest rooms and suites with ocean views

Fine dining experiences that blend local seafood traditions with contemporary cuisine

A full-service spa and wellness center

Private beach access and recreational facilities

Event spaces that accommodate weddings and corporate retreats

This blend of historical charm and contemporary luxury exemplifies how ocean house rhode island
history continues to influence its current identity. The hotel’s commitment to sustainability and
community engagement further reflects evolving values in the hospitality industry.

Comparative Context: Ocean House and Other Historic Hotels

Compared to other historic hotels along the Atlantic coast, Ocean House is notable for its
comprehensive reconstruction approach. While many historic hotels undergo partial renovations or
expansions, few have been entirely rebuilt with such attention to historical accuracy. This sets Ocean
House apart as a case study in balancing preservation with modernization.

For instance, the Hotel Del Coronado in California, built in 1888, remains largely original but
integrates modern amenities through careful renovation. Meanwhile, the Breakers in Newport, Rhode
Island, has evolved through successive additions but retains its Gilded Age grandeur. Ocean House’s
unique reconstruction strategy places it at the intersection of heritage conservation and innovative
hospitality.



Impact on Local Economy and Cultural Tourism

Ocean House’s revival has significantly impacted the Watch Hill community and Rhode Island’s
tourism sector. As a luxury destination, it attracts affluent visitors who contribute to the local
economy through hospitality, dining, and retail. Furthermore, the hotel’s historical narrative appeals
to cultural tourists interested in architecture, history, and coastal New England traditions.

The hotel also serves as a venue for cultural events, art exhibitions, and educational programs that
deepen public appreciation for regional history. Its presence reinforces Watch Hill’s identity as a
historic resort village, sustaining its charm and economic vitality amid changing travel trends.

Challenges and Prospects

Despite its success, Ocean House faces ongoing challenges related to climate change and coastal
resilience. Rising sea levels and increased storm activity pose risks to the property, necessitating
investment in protective infrastructure. Balancing environmental sustainability with the preservation
of historic character is a complex task requiring innovative solutions.

Looking forward, the hotel’s management plans to enhance guest experiences through technology
integration while maintaining the intimate, personalized service that defines its brand. The legacy of
ocean house rhode island history thus remains a dynamic force shaping its future trajectory.

---

Ocean House Rhode Island’s history is not merely a chronicle of a building but a reflection of broader
social, economic, and cultural shifts over more than 150 years. From its Victorian origins through
periods of decline and renewal, the hotel embodies the enduring appeal of coastal resorts and the
importance of heritage in contemporary hospitality. Its story continues to unfold, inviting visitors and
historians alike to engage with a living landmark on the shores of New England.

Ocean House Rhode Island History
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Cole, 1889-01-01
  ocean house rhode island history: Summer by the Seaside Bryant Franklin Tolles, 2008 A
sweeping, richly illustrated architectural study of the large, historic New England coastal resort
hotels
  ocean house rhode island history: Built to Last Stanley Turkel CMHS ISHC, 2013-09-05 Built
to Last: 100+ Year-Old Hotels East of the Mississippi is a sequel to my 2011 book, Built To Last:
100+ Year-Old Hotels in New York. It has 86 chapters, one for each century-old hotel (of 50 rooms
or more) east of the Mississippi River and each is illustrated by an antique postcard. The Foreword
was written by Joseph McInerney, CHA, President of the American Hotel & Lodging Association. The
book has been accepted for promotion, distribution and sale by the American Hotel & Lodging
Educational Institute. My research into the histories of these hotels turned up fascinating stories
about single-minded developers, brilliant and accidental architects, dedicated owners, famous and
infamous guests and even the story of an underground bunker-shelter the size of two football fields
built under a hotel to house the U.S. Government in the event of a nuclear war.
  ocean house rhode island history: First Resorts Jon Sterngass, 2021-04-27 [A] scrupulously
researched and beautifully crafted account of how nineteenth-century Americans went in search of
health, rest, and diversion. —Lena Lencek and Gideon Bosker, coauthors of The Beach. The History
of Paradise on Earth In First Resorts: Pursuing Pleasure at Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney
Island, Jon Sterngass follows three of the best-known northeastern American resorts across a
century of change. Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney Island began, he finds, as similar pleasure
destinations, each of them featuring grand hotels where visitors swarmed public spaces such as
verandas, dining rooms, and parlors. As the century progressed, however, Saratoga remained much
the same, while Newport turned to private (and lavish) cottages and Coney Island shifted its focus to
amusements for the masses. Fifty-nine illustrations enliven Sterngass's unique study of the
commodification of pleasure that occurred as capitalist values flourished, travel grew more
accessible, and leisure time became democratized. These three resorts, he argues, served as
forerunners of twentieth-century pleasure cities such as Aspen, Las Vegas, and Orlando. An
engaging, creative book replete with evocative illustrations and witty quotes . . . a pleasant read.
—Thomas A. Chambers, New York Academy of History Sterngass's discussions about privacy,
community, commercialization, consumption, leisure, and the desire to be conspicuous are important
and new. With its well-chosen illustrations, this is a handsome book as well as an important one.
—Kathryn Allamong Jacob, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University Having mined
every conceivable source about his three sites, Sterngass has presented a wealth of interesting
material not only about the resort experience but also about the residents, politicians, and
entrepreneurs who built them. — Journal of American History
  ocean house rhode island history: The History of the Ocean House , 2013-06-26 This book
is a pictorial history of the village of Watch Hill, the hotel era of the evolution of the Ocean House
hotel from 1868 to present.
  ocean house rhode island history: Newport Through Its Architecture James L. Yarnall,
2005 A comprehensive architectural history of America's greatest living architectural laboratory.
  ocean house rhode island history: History of Long Island Benjamin Franklin Thompson, 1839
  ocean house rhode island history: Snob Zones Lisa Prevost, 2013-05-07 An exploration of
the corrosive effects of overpriced housing, exclusionary zoning, and the flight of the younger
population in the Northeast Winner of the 2014 Bruss Silver Award and First-Time Author Award
from the National Association of Real Estate Editors Towns with strict zoning are the best towns,
aren't they? They're all about preserving local character, protecting the natural environment, an
dmaintaining attractive neighborhoods. Right? In this bold challenge to conventional wisdom, Lisa
Prevost strips away the quaint façades of these desirable towns to reveal the uglier impulses behind
their proud allegiance to local control. These eye-opening stories illustrate the outrageous lengths to
which town leaders and affluent residents will go to prohibit housing that might attract the “wrong”
sort of people. Prevost takes readers to a rural second-home community that is so restrictive that its



celebrity residents may soon outnumber its children, to a struggling fishing village as it rises up
against farmworker housing open to Latino immigrants, and to a northern lake community that
brazenly deems itself out of bounds to apartment dwellers. From the blueberry barrens of Down East
to the Gold Coast of Connecticut, these stories show how communities have seemingly cast aside the
all-American credo of “opportunity for all” in favor of “I was here first.” Prevost links this “every
town for itself” mentality to a host of regional afflictions, including a shrinking population of young
adults, ugly sprawl, unbearable highway congestion, and widening disparities in income and
educational achievement. Snob Zones warns that this pattern of exclusion is unsustainable and
raises thought-provoking questions about what it means to be a community in post-recession
America.
  ocean house rhode island history: The History of the State of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations Thomas Williams Bicknell, 1920
  ocean house rhode island history: Tybee Island Robert A. Ciucevich, 2005 From Guale
Indians and Spanish explorers to its glory days as the queen of south Atlantic beach resorts and
beyond, Tybee Island's quiet charm hides a rich and occasionally violent history. Soldiers, rebels,
and rumrunners all found their place in history here as great battles, fires, and hurricanes played
out over time. Through centuries of change, Tybee has remained one of the South's most popular
resorts.
  ocean house rhode island history: Bibliography of Rhode Island John Russell Bartlett, 1864
  ocean house rhode island history: Lippincott's Pronouncing Gazetteer Joseph Thomas,
Thomas Baldwin, 1858
  ocean house rhode island history: Lippincott's Pronouncing Gazetteer , 1862
  ocean house rhode island history: Lippincott's Pronouncing Gazetteer Thomas Whitfield
Baldwin, Joseph I Thomas, 1855
  ocean house rhode island history: Westhampton Chuck Mansfield, 2022-05-05
WESTHAMPTON: Golden Days and Memories for a Lifetime is Mansfield’s seventh book. Its preface
begins with, “Westhampton is in my blood.” In some 300 pages the author makes his case by telling
sometimes hilarious tales of family, friends and situations. He calls his “life experiences in
Westhampton...the most joyful in my nearly four score years. They have provided clear and warm
memories all the way from childhood to the present day, a span of more than 76 years. The richness
of these experiences is inestimable but oh so gratifying, as they were golden days and memories for
a lifetime.” In his epilogue Mansfield writes: “An online dictionary defines nostalgia as ‘a sentimental
longing or wistful affection for the past, typically for a period or place with happy personal
associations.’ To me these words apply perfectly to my life and times in Westhampton.” It is a funny,
story-telling book.
  ocean house rhode island history: Historic Tales of Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park: Big
Trees Grove Deborah Osterberg , 2020 Visiting the redwoods in nineteenth-century California meant
coming to Big Trees Grove, now part of Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park. This forest of giants in
the Santa Cruz Mountains attained fame through the 1846 exploits of explorer John Charles
Frémont, whose namesake tree still stands. Saved from the logger's axe by Joseph Warren Welch in
1867, these were the first coastal redwoods preserved for public recreation. As a world-renowned
resort for sixty years, Big Trees Grove hosted thousands of visitors--from picnickers to presidents,
including Theodore Roosevelt. Join author Deborah Osterberg as she recounts the stories of those
first visitors and the awe-inspiring landscape they preserved for future generations.
  ocean house rhode island history: Boston & Umgebung Paul Wade, Kathy Arnold, 2002
  ocean house rhode island history: Son of a Coal Miner's Daughter William Spencer Miller,
2016-02-08 William Bill Spencer Miller takes us on his journey of expansion and personal growth
through his varied experiences as a farm boy in Brown County, Indiana to a Foreign Service Reserve
Officer with the Peace Corps, a volunteer in Indonesia and Thailand, a Peace Corps director in the
Kingdom of Tonga, and the Philippines. He went from attending a one-room school in Beanblossom,
Indiana to Franklin College, to Eastern Illinois University where earned degrees in Biology,



Kinesiology, and Sports, giving him a solid foundation to make his dreams come true. We learn about
living in cultures different from our own as he shares his interactions living with and teaching the
people of Indonesia and Thailand. Bill, always active, shares stories of playing basketball at the
height of Hoosier Mania. His life-long love of running culminated in his participating in several
triathlons, until a serious illness took him down, but not out of a productive life. He tells us of
returning to the United States after ten years abroad and building a new life in Brown County with
his wife and young family. We will learn about his new career paths and his work on the Deam
Wilderness Project and his fight for landowners private property rights. Bill Millers experiences give
voice to a life that has spanned (so far) a world that was still recovering from the Great Depression,
World War II, the Korean War, the Cold War, the assassinations of prominent leaders in our country,
the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War, to our present day struggles around the globe.
  ocean house rhode island history: Examining Blank Spaces and the Taylor Swift
Phenomenon Keith Nainby, 2024-08-09 Examining Blank Spaces and the Taylor Swift Phenomenon:
An Investigation of Contingent Identities examines Taylor Swift’s art, her public image, and Swiftie
fan communities. Keith Nainby argues that Swift’s songs offer a consistent focus on evolving
identities, helping create the unique character of Swiftie fan communities.
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