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Social Skills Activities for Kids with Autism: Engaging Ways to Build Connections

Social skills activities for kids with autism are essential tools that help children on the spectrum
navigate the often complex world of social interaction. These activities not only encourage
communication but also foster understanding, empathy, and confidence. For many children with
autism, social cues and conversations may not come naturally, so structured, enjoyable, and
supportive activities can make a meaningful difference in their development.

Understanding the importance of social interaction, caregivers and educators often seek creative
approaches to help children improve their social skills. This article explores a variety of effective
social skills activities tailored specifically for kids with autism, highlighting strategies that promote
engagement and growth in a nurturing environment.

Why Focus on Social Skills for Kids with Autism?

Social communication challenges are a core characteristic of autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
Children with autism might struggle with interpreting facial expressions, maintaining eye contact, or
understanding unspoken social rules. These difficulties can impact their ability to form friendships,
participate in group activities, or express their feelings effectively.

Developing social skills through targeted activities helps children with autism:

- Build meaningful relationships

- Improve emotional regulation

- Enhance communication abilities

- Increase independence in social settings

By incorporating social skills activities into daily routines, caregivers and teachers can create

opportunities for these children to practice and refine their interaction abilities in low-pressure,
supportive ways.

Types of Social Skills Activities for Kids with Autism

Role-Playing and Social Stories

Role-playing is a powerful way to teach social scenarios that children with autism may find
challenging. By acting out different situations—like greeting a friend, sharing toys, or asking for
help—Kkids can practice appropriate responses and body language in a safe space.

Social stories complement role-playing by providing clear, concise narratives that describe social
events and expected behaviors. These stories break down complex interactions into understandable



steps, helping children anticipate and prepare for real-life situations.

Group Games That Encourage Interaction

Games are an enjoyable way to engage children in social skills practice. Cooperative games where
children must work together to achieve a goal encourage communication, turn-taking, and teamwork.
Examples include:

- **Board games** that require players to wait their turn and follow rules
- **Simple group sports** adapted to individual abilities

- ¥¥Interactive storytelling games** where each child contributes a sentence

These activities promote patience, listening skills, and joint attention, which are critical for social
success.

Emotion Recognition and Expression Activities

Understanding and expressing emotions is often a barrier for children with autism. Activities that
focus on identifying facial expressions, tone of voice, and body language can improve emotional
intelligence. For instance:

- Using picture cards with different emotions
- Watching videos and discussing characters’ feelings

- Mirror exercises where children practice making different facial expressions

These exercises help children recognize emotions in themselves and others, a foundational social
skill.

Tips for Implementing Social Skills Activities

Make Activities Predictable and Structured

Children with autism often thrive in environments where expectations are clear and routines are
consistent. When introducing social skills activities, it's helpful to:

- Outline the steps of the activity beforehand
- Use visual schedules or timers to signal transitions

- Repeat activities regularly to build familiarity

This structure reduces anxiety and increases participation.



Incorporate Interests and Strengths

Leveraging a child's unique interests can greatly enhance motivation. For example, if a child loves
trains, use train-themed games or stories to teach sharing and turn-taking. Similarly, incorporating
sensory-friendly materials or technology can engage children more deeply.

Encourage Peer Interaction

Including typically developing peers in social skills activities creates natural opportunities for
interaction and modeling. Pairing children with autism with empathetic peers during group activities
promotes inclusion and real-world practice.

Examples of Fun and Effective Social Skills Activities

“Feelings Charades”

A twist on the classic charades game, “Feelings Charades” involves acting out different emotions
without words while others guess the feeling. This activity encourages nonverbal communication and
emotion recognition.

“Conversation Ball”

Using a soft ball, participants toss it to one another and share a sentence or answer a question before
passing it on. This game teaches turn-taking, listening, and initiating conversations.

“Friendship Circle”

Children sit in a circle and take turns sharing something about themselves or complimenting another
child. This activity builds self-expression and positive social bonds.

Using Technology to Support Social Skills Development

Technology can be a helpful supplement in teaching social skills. Apps designed for children with
autism often include interactive stories, emotion recognition exercises, and virtual role-playing
scenarios. Tablets and computers provide engaging, repetitive practice with immediate feedback,
which can reinforce learning.

Virtual social skills groups or online video sessions with therapists and peers also offer safe



environments for children to practice and build connections, especially when in-person interaction is
limited.

Supporting Social Skills Growth Beyond Activities

Social skills development is an ongoing process that benefits from consistency across environments.
Collaborating with teachers, therapists, and family members ensures that children receive
reinforcement and opportunities to generalize their skills everywhere—from home and school to
community settings.

Patience and positive reinforcement are key. Celebrating small victories and encouraging effort helps
children feel motivated and confident.

Incorporating social skills activities for kids with autism into daily life is more than just practice—it's
about opening doors to meaningful relationships and richer experiences. With creativity,
understanding, and support, children on the spectrum can thrive socially and emotionally, finding
their unique ways to connect with the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective social skills activities for kids with autism?

Effective social skills activities for kids with autism include role-playing, social stories, turn-taking
games, and group activities that encourage communication and interaction.

How can parents support social skills development at home?

Parents can support social skills development by modeling appropriate social behavior, practicing
conversation skills, using social stories, and creating opportunities for their child to interact with peers
in a supportive environment.

Why are social stories helpful for children with autism?

Social stories help children with autism understand social situations by breaking down complex
interactions into simple, clear narratives, which can reduce anxiety and improve their social
responses.

What role do peer-mediated activities play in social skills for
autistic kids?
Peer-mediated activities involve typically developing peers engaging with autistic children, promoting

natural social interaction, improving communication skills, and fostering friendships in an inclusive
setting.



Can technology be used to improve social skills for children
with autism?

Yes, technology such as apps, video modeling, and virtual reality can provide interactive and
engaging ways for children with autism to practice social skills in a controlled and repeatable manner.

How do therapists tailor social skills activities for children
with autism?

Therapists assess the child's individual needs and strengths, then create customized activities that
target specific social skills like eye contact, understanding emotions, and conversational turn-taking.

What are some group activities that help build social skills for
autistic children?

Group activities like cooperative games, art projects, and team-building exercises encourage
communication, sharing, empathy, and problem-solving among children with autism.

Additional Resources

Social Skills Activities for Kids with Autism: Enhancing Communication and Interaction

Social skills activities for kids with autism are essential tools in fostering communication,
interaction, and emotional understanding in children on the autism spectrum. Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD) often presents challenges in social communication and behavior, making targeted
activities crucial for developmental progress. This article explores various evidence-based activities
designed to improve social skills in children with autism, examining their effectiveness and practical
applications.

Understanding the Importance of Social Skills for
Children with Autism

Social skills encompass a wide range of abilities, including understanding social cues, initiating and
maintaining conversations, interpreting emotions, and developing friendships. For children with
autism, these skills do not always develop naturally, often requiring structured interventions. Social
skills activities for kids with autism aim to bridge this gap by providing opportunities to practice and
learn in supportive environments.

Research indicates that children with autism who engage in consistent social skills training
demonstrate improvements not only in communication but also in adaptive behavior and academic
performance. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that approximately 1 in
36 children in the United States is diagnosed with ASD, underscoring the widespread need for
effective social development strategies.



Types of Social Skills Activities for Kids with Autism

Social skills activities vary widely, focusing on different aspects of interaction and communication. The
choice of activity should consider the child's age, interests, and specific social challenges. Below are
some common categories and examples:

Role-Playing and Social Stories

Role-playing exercises allow children to practice real-life scenarios in a controlled, low-stress
environment. For instance, acting out greetings, sharing toys, or responding to questions can help
children anticipate and navigate social interactions. Social stories complement this by providing
personalized narratives that outline expected behaviors and social cues, enhancing comprehension
and prediction.

Group Activities and Cooperative Games

Group settings encourage children to engage with peers, fostering teamwork and turn-taking. Games
like “Simon Says” or collaborative building tasks encourage listening skills and joint attention, which
are often areas of difficulty for children with autism. Structured group activities also help children
understand social norms and the give-and-take nature of communication.

Emotion Recognition and Expression Exercises

Recognizing and expressing emotions is a foundational social skill often impaired in ASD. Activities
such as matching facial expressions to emotions or using emotion cards during conversations can
improve emotional literacy. Incorporating technology, like apps designed for emotion recognition,
adds an interactive layer that appeals to many children with autism.

Communication Skills Workshops

These workshops often focus on verbal and non-verbal communication, including eye contact, body
language, and appropriate tone of voice. Speech therapists or special educators may lead sessions
using flashcards, visual supports, and video modeling to illustrate correct social behaviors.

Effectiveness and Challenges of Social Skills Activities

The effectiveness of social skills activities hinges on consistency, individualization, and reinforcement.
Studies emphasize that interventions tailored to a child’s unique needs and interests yield better
outcomes. For example, a meta-analysis published in the Journal of Autism and Developmental
Disorders found that children participating in social skills groups showed significant gains in peer



interactions compared to those receiving standard care.

However, there are challenges. Some children may experience anxiety or sensory overload in group
settings, necessitating modifications or one-on-one approaches. Additionally, transferring skills
learned in structured activities to spontaneous, real-world situations remains a significant hurdle.
Generalization is often addressed by involving parents and caregivers in the activities, promoting
practice across environments.

Implementing Social Skills Activities: Practical
Recommendations

For educators, therapists, and parents, integrating social skills activities into daily routines requires
planning and adaptability. Below are recommended strategies:

* Assessment of Individual Needs: Begin with a detailed assessment to identify specific social
deficits and strengths.

Use of Visual Supports: Visual schedules, cue cards, and social stories aid comprehension
and reduce anxiety.

¢ Consistency and Repetition: Regular practice ensures retention and skill mastery.

Positive Reinforcement: Encourage progress with praise and rewards tailored to the child’s
preferences.

Family Involvement: Train caregivers to reinforce skills at home, enhancing generalization.

Professional Collaboration: Coordinate with speech therapists, occupational therapists, and
educators for comprehensive support.

Technology as a Supportive Tool

Emerging technologies play a pivotal role in social skills development. Apps like “Social Detective” or
virtual reality environments simulate social situations, providing immersive and engaging learning
experiences. These tools often incorporate gamification, increasing motivation and participation for
children with autism.

Comparing Individual vs. Group Social Skills Training

Individual sessions offer personalized attention, allowing customization to the child’s pace and
preferences. Conversely, group activities simulate real-world interactions and expose children to peer
dynamics. Research suggests a hybrid approach, combining both individual and group interventions,



often yields the most comprehensive benefits.

Future Directions in Social Skills Development for
Autism

The field continues to evolve with a growing emphasis on personalized and technology-driven
interventions. Wearable devices that provide real-time social cue feedback and Al-powered platforms
for adaptive learning are on the horizon. Additionally, increasing awareness and inclusivity in schools
and communities foster naturalistic social opportunities, complementing formal activities.

Addressing social skills deficits remains a critical component of supporting children with autism. By
integrating evidence-based activities tailored to individual needs and supported by emerging
technologies, caregivers and professionals can enhance social competence, ultimately improving
quality of life and social integration for these children.

Social Skills Activities For Kids With Autism
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social skills activities for kids with autism: Social Skills Games and Activities for Kids
With Autism Wendy Ashcroft, Angie Delloso, Anne Quinn, 2021-09-23 Social Skills Games and
Activities for Kids With Autism provides complete instructions for using fun, engaging games and
activities to teach social skills to children with autism spectrum disorders. The games include
directions for assessing skills such as asking for toys, getting the attention of others, reading
nonverbal gestures, understanding perspectives, and cooperating to solve problems. Using the
principles of Applied Behavior Analysis, the book takes teachers through motivating, prompting,
shaping, modeling, and reinforcing social skills while playing the games and helping students learn
to participate in other activities such as demonstrating the social skill in role plays and the natural
environment. Perfect for teachers struggling to help their students with autism learn to interact
socially with their peers, these games are sure to become a much-loved part of students' daily
routines.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Social Skills Activities for Special Children
Darlene Mannix, 2008-12-15 A flexible, ready-to-use program to help special students in grades K-5
learn appropriate ways to behave among others The revised and updated second edition of this
bestselling resource book provides ready-to-use lessons--complete with reproducible worksheets--to
help children become aware of acceptable social behavior and develop proficiency in acquiring basic
social skills. The book is organized around three core areas crucial to social development in the
primary grades: Accepting Rules and Authority at School, Relating to Peers, and Developing Positive
Social Skills. Each lesson places a specific skill within the context of real-life situations, giving
teachers a means to guide students to think about why the social skill is important. The hands-on
activity that accompanies each lesson helps students to work through, think about, discuss, and


https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-105/Book?docid=bpE76-1867&title=social-skills-activities-for-kids-with-autism.pdf
https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-105/pdf?dataid=YeJ99-0257&title=cities-in-our-future-robert-geddes.pdf
https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-105/pdf?dataid=YeJ99-0257&title=cities-in-our-future-robert-geddes.pdf

practice the skill in or outside of the classroom.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Playing it Right! Rachael Bareket, 2006
Presents a series of games and activities that parents and teachers can use to develop and enhance
the social skills of young children with autism spectrum disorders.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Visual Support for Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorders Vera Bernard-Opitz, Anne Haussler, 2011 Combining their years of experience
working with individuals on the autism spectrum, the authors bring practical ideas and teaching
methods for offering visual supports to students with autism spectrum disorders.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Practical Solutions for Stabilizing Students
with Classic Autism to be Ready to Learn Judy Endow, 2010 This title recognizes the importance
of offering stabilization strategies that afford students a better regulated body, often enabling
students with classic autism to increase their time in school, most of them working up to full-day
participation.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Your First Source for Practical Solutions for ASD

social skills activities for kids with autism: Inclusive Programming for Elementary
Students with Autism Sheila Wagner, 1999 A guide to help teachers, and administrators with the
schooling of children in the inclusive classroom.

social skills activities for kids with autism: The Autism Parenting Guide for All Ages Ilona
Svetluska, 2025-01-13 Are you feeling overwhelmed by your child’s autism? Wondering how to
navigate the challenges while embracing the unique strengths your child brings to the world? You
are not alone. In this warm and supportive community of parents, caregivers, and family members,
we understand your journey—and this guide is here to help. Inside these pages, you'll discover
practical strategies ready to be implemented, heartwarming insights, and expert advice to help you
tackle the complexities of raising a child with special needs. Whether you're struggling with
behavior management, navigating social interactions, or simply trying to find your way through the
diagnosis, this book equips you with the support and tools you need. What you'll gain: * Proven
techniques for confidently addressing meltdowns and behavior challenges, even in public. ¢
Communication strategies designed specifically for your child's unique needs. * Tools to create a
sensory-friendly environment and reduce anxiety triggers. ¢ Insights into advocating for your child’s
rights in the educational system, including the Individualised Education Plan (IEP). * Real-life stories
from parents who have turned their challenges into triumphs. This book will help you transform
overwhelming feelings into empowerment with expert guidance and compassion. Remember that
your well-being is crucial in this journey. Learn how to balance your child’s needs with your
self-care, nurture stronger family connections, and become the confident parent your child deserves.
Whether you're new to this path or looking for fresh perspectives, this guide will be your constant
companion from childhood until adulthood as you navigate the world of autism with love, resilience,
and optimism. Ready to take the next step? Embrace the possibilities and discover how to help your
child—and your family—shine. Start by implementing one of the strategies you've learned from this
guide and see the positive impact it can have on your child's life.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Commonsense Methods for Children with
Special Needs and Disabilities Peter Westwood, 2020-11-25 This fully revised and updated eighth
edition of Peter Westwood'’s book offers practical advice and strategies for meeting the challenge of
inclusive teaching. Based on the latest international research from the field, it offers practical advice
on both new and well-tried evidence-based approaches and strategies for teaching students with a
wide range of difficulties. As well as covering special educational needs, learning difficulties, and
disabilities in detail, chapters also explore topics such as self-management and autonomy, managing
behaviour, and social skills. The book offers sound pedagogical practices and strategies for adapting
curriculum content, designing teaching materials, differentiating instruction for mixed-ability
classes, and implementing inclusive assessment of learning. Key features of this new edition include:
Additional information on linking all aspects of teaching to a Response-to-Intervention Model A focus



on the increasing importance of digital technology in supporting the learning of students with
special educational needs and disabilities Up-to-date resource lists for each chapter, for those who
wish to pursue a particular topic in greater depth Reflecting cutting-edge international research and
teaching practices, this is an invaluable resource for practising and trainee teachers, teaching
assistants, and other educational professionals looking to support students with special educational
needs and disabilities.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Effective Practices for Children with Autism
James K. Luiselli, Dennis C. Russo, Walter P. Christian, Susan M. Wilcyznski, 2008-03-13 Children
who have autism require comprehensive educational and treatment services. There are a myriad of
approaches currently recommended to practitioners and parents, but little is known about their
efficacy. Which are the most effective in teaching skills, overcoming behavior challenges, and
improving quality of life? Methods must be based in research settings, but be easily extended to real
world settings where children with autism live, go to school, socialize, and recreate. Identifying and
validating effective practices is a complex and multi-faceted process, but an essential one for
responsible research and practice. This book brings together multiple and contemporary
perspectives on intervention effectiveness for autism education and behavior support. With
contributors from a variety of disciplines and orientations, Effective Practices for Children with
Autism presents a critical appraisal of current practice standards, emphasizing empirically
supported procedures and research-to-practice applications. By bringing together a diverse group of
authors, the editors have ensured that the vast field of information on interventions for children with
autism is thoroughly examined, and that no topic has gone untouched. Written for practitioners,
research scientists, and clinicians, the book is an essential framework for evaluating educational and
treatment procedures, selecting those that are most effective, and evaluating outcomes.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Commonsense Methods for Students with
Special Needs and Disabilities Peter Westwood, 2025-03-25 This fully revised ninth edition continues
to offer teachers practical advice on new evidence-based approaches for teaching and managing
students with a wide range of abilities, disabilities, and difficulties. Based on topical international
research from the field, this new edition provides practical advice for teachers and tutors to enable
them to adapt evidence-based methods when working in inclusive settings with students with special
needs, including gifted and talented students. Throughout the text, approaches to teaching and
classroom management have been clearly described. New methods, programmes, and interventions
are reviewed, and there is increased coverage of digital technology and e-learning. Teachers will
also find support and guidance for working with students with learning difficulties in literacy and
numeracy, teaching students with physical, sensory and intellectual disability, fostering students’
autonomy, social skills interventions, approaches to autism spectrum disorders, and much more. All
new information in every chapter is fully supported with reference to the most recent writing and
research. This continues to be an invaluable resource for practising and trainee teachers, tutors,
teaching assistants, and other education professionals responsible for supporting students in
inclusive schools.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Social Skills Handbook for Autism Catherine
Pascuas, 2017 Bestselling author and educator Catherine Pascuas has 10 years experience helping
children with autism learn. In this new activities-based guide, she's collected more than 50 engaging
strategies and ideas to help kids develop social skills, make friends, and have fun. More than 50 fun
and simple games and activities help the child on the spectrum: make friends and be part of a group;
interact with peers and develop social skills needed for playdates; problem solve, express feelings,
and answer questions; deal with bullies, peer pressure, and manage stress; speak over the phone,
send text messages, and share stories. Use the activities in this social skills book to teach school-age
children with autism spectrum disorders or Aspergers. Whether you're a parent, special education
teacher, or professional, you'll find ideas to help children develop the social skills they need to thrive
at home, at school, and in the community. Featuring illustrations by J.A. Tan, an artist on the autism
spectrum. --



social skills activities for kids with autism: Social Skills Success for Students With Asperger
Syndrome and High-Functioning Autism Richard L. Simpson, Ellen McGinnis-Smith, 2018-05-22
Provide students the social skills instruction they need to succeed in school and in life! Students on
the autism spectrum have so much to offer our schools and communities, but they often aren’t
provided with sufficient opportunity to develop to their full potential. This practical resource offers
down-to-earth methods and strategies backed by evidence for enhancing the social skills of children
and adolescents who have Asperger Disorder and other forms of high-functioning autism. Case
studies, vignettes, classroom materials, checklists, and templates will help you: Deliver interventions
that model desirable behaviors and provide opportunities for students to practice Support students
in navigating social situations, forming relationships with peers and adults, and following rules and
routines Develop, implement, and evaluate social skills intervention and support programs
Educators and specialists will appreciate how this practical and friendly resource approaches each
student as a unique learner and offers ways to build multi-faceted social skill intervention and
support plans for each one. Packed with practical, research-based activities, this book is the answer
for teachers and parents. Educators will find value in the detailed processes and activities as well as
the ready-to-use materials. —Renee Bernhardt, Supervisor of Special Education Cherokee County
School District, Canton, GA This is an up-to-date, practical, and practitioner-friendly resource for
developing, implementing, and evaluating social skill intervention and support programs. —Debi
Gartland, Professor of Special Education Towson University

social skills activities for kids with autism: Educating Young Children With Autism
Spectrum Disorders Erin E. Barton, Beth Harn, 2012-05-22 Everything you need to know to educate
students with autism Every 20 minutes, another child is diagnosed with autism. Are you ready to
meet this growing educational challenge? This authoritative guide for practitioners--early
interventionists, teachers, school counselors and psychologists--provides practical strategies for
addressing the unique needs of children on the autism spectrum and their families. Drawing on
current research and evidence-based practice, the authors discuss the causes of autism and present
methods for educating children and assisting their families in supporting the educational process.
Each chapter focuses on a critical issue and offers solutions, including: Improving communication,
social, generalization and self-management skills Designing instruction, intervention, and
assessment Including families in developing goals and interventions Using students” special interests
to deliver instruction Understanding and preventing challenging behavior Evaluating practices to
promote successful outcomes for students, families and practitioners Included are forms, charts, and
activities to help practitioners and families fulfill learning programs. Educating Young Children With
Autism Spectrum Disorders will give you insight and tools to make a difference in the learning and
lives of students with autism spectrum disorders.

social skills activities for kids with autism: 2008 Spring Autisim Asperger Publishing
Company ,

social skills activities for kids with autism: Social Skills Deficits in Students with
Disabilities H. Nicole Myers, 2013-02-26 Social skills may impact a student with a disability more
than the disability itself. Learn the social deficits and challenges associated with disabilities as well
as strategies to support social skill development. A variety of professionals share their success
strategies so readers (parents, teachers, counselors, psychologists, and others working in the
disability field) can incorporate them into their professional “toolbox” and practice. Included are
strategies from Special Educators, School Counselors, Licensed Professional Counselors, an
Occupational Therapist, and a Psychologist. Current issues such as bullying are explored in addition
to ways that professionals and universities should be involved in supporting social skills of students
with disabilities. A special section on working with parents includes a handout with strategies
parents can use while social skills are developing in their child.

social skills activities for kids with autism: LIVING WITH AUTISM: A PROFESSIONAL
INSIGHT Dr. Al Zike, 2024-07-20 Dive into the rich tapestry of autism spectrum disorder with this
comprehensive guide that illuminates every facet of the autism experience. From understanding the



neurological differences and early intervention strategies to fostering inclusive environments and
navigating adulthood, this book offers invaluable insights for families, educators, and individuals.
Discover practical advice on managing sensory sensitivities, honing communication skills, and
harnessing unique talents. Empowerment through self-advocacy and building meaningful
relationships are central themes, making this an essential companion for anyone with autism.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Mental Health of Children and Adolescents
with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities David Dosetor, Donna White, Lesley Whatson,
2011-06-01 Children and adolescents with intellectual and developmental disabilities are at high risk
of co-morbid emotional, behavioural, and psychiatric problems that may further reduce their
functional abilities. For the clinicians who support them and their families, meeting the needs of
children and adolescents with intellectual and developmental disabilities and mental health
problems is challenging. In this book, clinicians who work with young people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and mental health problems will find a comprehensive framework for how
their complex needs might best be addressed. Relevant biological, developmental, family,
educational, social, and cultural factors are integrated. The evolution of developmental sequence is
seen as vital to understanding the mental health problems of young people with disabilities. This
view informs multi-dimensional assessment of behaviour, and addresses conceptual confusion in
defining behaviour problems, developmental disorders, mental disorders, and serious mental
illnesses. Evidence-based interventions to promote skill development and mental health in young
people with disabilities are described. A model for how interdisciplinary and multi-agency
collaboration and co-ordination might be facilitated is outlined. Parents’ perspectives are also
presented. Fundamentally, though, this is a book by clinicians, for clinicians. All clinicians and other
professionals who work to improve mental health outcomes and quality of life more generally for
young people who have intellectual and developmental disabilities - paediatricians, child
psychiatrists, psychologists, speech pathologists, occupational therapists, social workers, behaviour
clinicians, counsellors, teachers, agency managers, among others - will find the book invaluable.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Assistive Technology Emily C. Bouck, 2015-12-31
Succinct, yet comprehensive, Assistive Technology is designed to help educators better understand
assistive technology and how it can support students with disabilities from early childhood through
the transition into adulthood. This practical book is organized around the purpose of technology and
the support it can provide rather than a student’s disability categorization. Grounded in research
and filled with engaging case studies and activities, author Emily C. Bouck offers an unbiased
depiction of the advantages and limitations of technology. Readers are exposed to a full range of
assistive technology including up-to-date coverage of low- and high-technology, as well as free and
for-purchase options that can be used to support students with disabilities.

social skills activities for kids with autism: Handbook of Psychosocial Characteristics of
Exceptional Children Vicki L. Schwean, Donald H. Saklofske, 2013-06-29 Research has
documented the reciprocal effects of exceptionality and secondary psychosocial and behavioral
characteristics. This in-depth handbook examines the categories of exceptionality most often
described in educational, behavioral, and health practices. Leading authorities from psychology,
education, and medicine evaluate the key characteristics of particular exceptionalities from the
vantage point of theory, research, assessment, and intervention.
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