all 5 star matches in wwe history

**The Ultimate Guide to All 5 Star Matches in WWE History**

all 5 star matches in wwe history have become legendary moments that
wrestling fans cherish and debate over endlessly. These matches stand out not
just for their in-ring action but for storytelling, emotional intensity, and
the sheer athleticism displayed by the performers. While WWE has produced
countless memorable bouts, only a select few have earned the prestigious 5-
star rating from respected wrestling critics and publications like the
Wrestling Observer Newsletter. Let’s dive deep into these iconic matches,
exploring what made them so special and why they continue to resonate with
fans today.

Understanding the Significance of 5 Star
Matches in WWE

When you hear about 5 star matches in the world of professional wrestling,
it’s a big deal. The rating system, popularized by Dave Meltzer of the
Wrestling Observer, evaluates matches based on various factors such as
technical skill, storytelling, crowd engagement, pacing, and innovation. It
important to note that 5 stars represent near perfection — a match that
transcends the ordinary and etches itself into history.
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In WWE, a company often criticized for prioritizing entertainment and
storyline over pure wrestling quality, earning a 5 star rating is even more
impressive. This accolade highlights bouts where WWE superstars delivered
performances on par with or better than the best wrestlers worldwide.

Iconic All 5 Star Matches in WWE History

While WWE does not officially endorse the rating system, fans and critics
have recognized some WWE matches as deserving of the 5 star distinction.
These bouts have become touchstones for wrestling excellence and are often
referenced when discussing the company’s greatest moments.

1. Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon — Ladder Match
(WrestleMania X, 1994)

No discussion of all 5 star matches in WWE history can skip this
groundbreaking encounter. Shawn Michaels and Razor Ramon’s ladder match at
WrestleMania X was revolutionary, introducing a new level of athleticism and



danger to WWE's mainstream audience. The match featured breathtaking high
spots, innovative use of ladders as weapons and platforms, and a thrilling
back-and-forth battle that captivated the crowd.

This ladder match is widely credited with popularizing the gimmick and
influencing generations of wrestlers. The chemistry between Michaels and
Ramon was undeniable, and their storytelling through physicality set a new
benchmark for in-ring performances.

2. Bret Hart vs. Steve Austin — Submission Match
(WrestleMania 13, 1997)

This brutal clash between two of WWE's finest technical wrestlers earned rave
reviews for its storytelling and intensity. The match told the story of
resilience and determination, culminating in Austin passing out from the pain
of Hart’s Sharpshooter submission hold. The bloodied, sweaty visuals combined
with the emotional storytelling made it a masterpiece that elevated Austin’s
career and is often cited as one of the best matches in WWE history.

The psychological depth and physicality displayed here are perfect examples
of why this match remains a staple in any discussion about all 5 star matches
in WWE history.

3. The Undertaker vs. Shawn Michaels - WrestleMania
25 (2009)

Often hailed as one of the greatest WrestleMania matches ever, this bout
between The Undertaker and Shawn Michaels showcased a perfect blend of
storytelling, athleticism, and drama. Both superstars were at the peak of
their abilities, putting on a clinic of near-flawless execution.

The match’s ebb and flow, near falls, and emotional peaks had the crowd on
the edge of their seats. It was not just a wrestling match but a narrative
about legacy, respect, and the passing of the torch. It is one of the
definitive entries in the catalog of all 5 star matches in WWE history.

4. Daniel Bryan vs. Kofi Kingston — WWE Championship
Match (SmackDown, 2019)

Though not initially recognized by Meltzer with a 5-star rating, many fans
and critics argue that Daniel Bryan and Kofi Kingston’s WWE Championship
match at SmackDown in 2019 deserves to be included in this elite category.
The match was a high-energy showcase of technical skill, athleticism, and
storytelling.



Kofi’s underdog journey and Bryan’s veteran savvy combined to create a
compelling narrative. This bout helped cement Kofi Kingston’s place as a top
WWE star and showed that modern WWE matches could reach the heights of
classic encounters.

Why Are 5 Star Matches So Important to the WWE
Universe?

The all 5 star matches in WWE history serve as benchmarks for excellence in
professional wrestling. They inspire future generations of wrestlers and act
as proof that WWE can deliver world-class wrestling. Fans cherish these
matches because they provide a perfect blend of athleticism, storytelling,
and emotional depth.

Additionally, these matches often push the boundaries of what wrestling can
be, blending drama with physicality in ways that capture the imagination. For
aspiring wrestlers, studying these matches offers insights into pacing,
psychology, and how to connect with a live audience.

Key Elements That Define a 5 Star WWE Match

e Storytelling: Every great match tells a story, whether it’s about
rivalry, redemption, or triumph.

e Technical Skill: Wrestlers must showcase a wide array of moves executed
flawlessly.

e Psychology: Understanding how to build tension and release it keeps
viewers engaged.

e Crowd Interaction: The audience’s energy and reactions elevate the
match.

e Innovation: Bringing new moves, spots, or match types that surprise and
excite.

LSI Keywords: Enhancing Our Understanding of
WWE's Finest Matches

Exploring all 5 star matches in WWE history naturally leads us to related
concepts like “best WWE matches of all time,” “WrestleMania classics,”



“technical wrestling in WWE,” and “iconic WWE rivalries.” These terms help
paint a fuller picture of what makes WWE’'s top matches so compelling.

For example, “best WWE matches of all time” often includes bouts that have
achieved the 5 star rating or come close, while “WrestleMania classics”
highlight why WWE’'s biggest event often produces such memorable contests.
Technical wrestling, characterized by precise moves and holds, is a hallmark
of many five-star bouts, proving that wrestling skill and storytelling go
hand in hand.

How Fans and Critics Rate WWE Matches

Understanding the nuances of match ratings helps fans appreciate the
complexity behind what seems like a simple rating number. Critics consider
not only the moves performed but how these moves serve the story of the
match. Crowd reactions and the performers’ ability to evoke emotion can tip
the scales toward a higher rating.

For WWE superstars, achieving a 5 star rating can be a career highlight, as
it signals recognition from peers, critics, and fans alike. It pushes
wrestlers to continually improve and innovate within their craft.

Memorable Performances That Paved the Way for 5
Star Matches

Before WWE could consistently produce matches worthy of 5 stars, certain
performers laid the groundwork. Wrestlers like Ric Flair, Bret Hart, and
Shawn Michaels helped raise the bar for in-ring performance and storytelling.
Their matches combined technical prowess with charisma and emotional
storytelling, showing that professional wrestling could be both athletic and
artful.

These pioneers influenced how matches were structured, how rivalries were

built, and how moments in the ring could resonate for decades. Their legacy
is evident in the all 5 star matches in WWE history we celebrate today.

Tips for Appreciating WWE's Best Matches

If you’'re new to WWE or looking to deepen your appreciation for its finest
matches, here are some tips:

1. Watch with Context: Understand the storyline leading up to the match to
fully appreciate the stakes.



2. Focus on Storytelling: Notice how wrestlers use moves and expressions to
tell a story.

3. Engage with the Crowd: Pay attention to audience reactions—they often
highlight key moments.

4. Revisit Classic Matches: Watching legendary bouts multiple times reveals
new details.

5. Explore Different Eras: WWE's style has evolved; comparing eras can
deepen your understanding of wrestling’s growth.

All of these approaches enhance your viewing experience and appreciation for
why certain matches earn that coveted 5 star status.

The legacy of all 5 star matches in WWE history is a testament to the
incredible talent and dedication of the performers who bring these stories to
life. Whether it’s the high-flying ladder match that changed the game or the
emotionally charged battles that define careers, these matches continue to
inspire and entertain fans worldwide. As WWE evolves, fans eagerly await the
next encounter that might earn a spot among the greatest matches ever
contested.

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines a 5-star match in WWE history?

A 5-star match in WWE history is a professional wrestling match that has
received the highest rating of 5 stars from renowned wrestling journalist
Dave Meltzer, indicating an exceptional level of performance, storytelling,
and crowd engagement.

Which WWE match was the first to receive a 5-star
rating?

The first WWE match to receive a 5-star rating from Dave Meltzer was the
WrestleMania 12 Iron Man Match between Bret Hart and Shawn Michaels in 1996.

Are there many 5-star matches in WWE history
compared to other wrestling promotions?
WWE has significantly fewer 5-star matches compared to promotions like New

Japan Pro Wrestling, as the majority of Meltzer's 5-star ratings have
historically been awarded to matches outside WWE.



Which WWE wrestlers have participated in multiple 5-
star matches?

Wrestlers like Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart, and The Undertaker have
participated in multiple WWE matches that received a 5-star rating due to
their in-ring abilities and storytelling.

Has WWE officially recognized any 5-star matches in
its history?

While WWE does not officially endorse Dave Meltzer's ratings, it has
acknowledged the high quality of certain matches, such as the Shawn Michaels
vs. The Undertaker bouts, which have been widely praised and recognized by
fans and critics.

What are some of the most famous 5-star matches in
WWE history?

Some of the most famous 5-star matches in WWE history include Bret Hart vs.
Shawn Michaels at WrestleMania 12, Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon in the
Ladder Match at WrestleMania X, and The Undertaker vs. Shawn Michaels at
WrestleMania 25.

Why are 5-star matches important for WWE fans and
the wrestling industry?

5-star matches are important because they represent the pinnacle of wrestling
performance, inspiring both fans and wrestlers. These matches often set new
standards for in-ring storytelling and athleticism, contributing to the
legacy and evolution of professional wrestling.

Additional Resources
**The Definitive Exploration of All 5 Star Matches in WWE History**

all 5 star matches in wwe history represent some of the most iconic,
critically acclaimed, and fan-celebrated bouts in professional wrestling.
These matches have transcended the typical entertainment spectacle, setting
new standards for storytelling, athleticism, and crowd engagement within WWE.
Rated by acclaimed wrestling journalist Dave Meltzer, the coveted 5-star
rating is a benchmark for excellence that few matches achieve, making them
essential viewing for any wrestling aficionado. This article investigates the
matches that have earned this prestigious rating, analyzing their impact,
context, and enduring legacy.



Understanding the 5 Star Match Rating in WWE

The concept of a 5-star match originated outside WWE, primarily through Dave
Meltzer’s Wrestling Observer Newsletter, where matches are rated on a scale
from zero to five stars based on quality, innovation, crowd reaction, and
storytelling. Historically, WWE matches rarely received this accolade, as
Meltzer predominantly focused on Japanese and independent wrestling scenes.
However, over time, several WWE bouts have broken through, illustrating the
company’s evolution and its wrestlers’ increasing athleticism and narrative
depth.

The Significance of 5 Star Matches in Professional
Wrestling

Achieving a 5-star rating is not just about in-ring technicality; it
encapsulates the emotional journey delivered to the audience. These matches
often feature:

- Unparalleled chemistry between competitors

- High stakes and compelling storylines

- Innovative maneuvers and pacing

- Crowd engagement that elevates the atmosphere

As such, 5-star matches in WWE history are often remembered as career-
defining moments, pushing performers to new heights while energizing the
fanbase.

All 5 Star Matches in WWE History: A
Chronological Review

While WWE has fewer 5-star matches compared to other promotions, the ones
that exist have left an indelible mark. Below is a detailed examination of
these matches, highlighting their context, key moments, and impact.

1. Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon - Ladder Match,
WrestleMania X (1994)

Widely credited as one of the match types that revolutionized WWE, the ladder
match between Shawn Michaels and Razor Ramon set a new standard for
creativity and storytelling. This bout was not only a technical masterpiece
but also a narrative-driven contest that featured innovative ladder spots and
high drama. The match’s influence resonates today in WWE’s ladder match



legacy, inspiring countless iterations.

2. Bret Hart vs. Steve Austin — Submission Match,
WrestleMania 13 (1997)

This brutal and psychologically charged match is often cited as a turning
point for both competitors and WWE's storytelling approach. The double
turn—where Hart became a villain and Austin a fan-favorite—was executed with
surgical precision. The match’s intensity, submission-based drama, and
Austin’s refusal to submit despite severe punishment elevated it to 5-star
status, marking a shift toward edgier, more complex characters.

3. The Undertaker vs. Shawn Michaels - WrestleMania
25 (2009)

Often hailed as the greatest WrestleMania match of all time, this bout
combined athleticism, storytelling, and near-flawless execution. Both
performers, at the peak of their abilities, delivered a match that balanced
high-impact moves with emotional storytelling. The crowd’s reaction and the
match’s pacing contributed to its legendary status and 5-star recognition.

4. The Undertaker vs. Shawn Michaels — WrestleMania
26 (2010)

Following the previous year’s epic encounter, the rematch carried enormous
expectations. The Undertaker and Michaels surpassed those expectations,
crafting an even more intense and emotionally charged contest. The stakes
were higher, as this was billed as Michaels’ retirement match, lending
gravity and finality to every move. This match’s storytelling depth and in-
ring psychology solidified its place as another 5-star classic.

5. Daniel Bryan vs. Kofi Kingston — WWE SmackDown
(2021)

In more recent history, Daniel Bryan and Kofi Kingston delivered a rare 5-
star match on an episode of SmackDown, underscoring WWE'’s ongoing potential
for top-tier wrestling outside of pay-per-view events. Their encounter
showcased technical prowess, innovative sequences, and a compelling underdog
storyline that resonated deeply with fans, proving that excellent wrestling
can thrive in weekly programming.



Analyzing the Features of WWE’s 5 Star Matches

What do all these matches have in common beyond their rating? Several
features stand out:

e Storytelling Mastery: Each match tells a story that goes beyond the
physicality, whether it’s a rivalry, redemption arc, or character
evolution.

e Psychological Depth: Wrestlers use pacing, facial expressions, and in-
ring psychology to engage the audience emotionally.

e Innovative Spots and Moves: Many 5-star matches introduce new maneuvers
or match types that become staples in wrestling.

e Audience Engagement: The live crowd’s energy and reactions play a
critical role in elevating the match’s impact.

These elements combined turn a wrestling bout into a memorable spectacle,
worthy of historical acclaim.

Comparison with 5 Star Matches Outside WWE

While WWE’'s 5 star matches are iconic, promotions like New Japan Pro
Wrestling (NJPW) have a larger volume of such matches. NJPW’s emphasis on
competitive, sport-like wrestling contrasts with WWE'’s entertainment-driven
style, which sometimes limits the frequency of perfect matches. However,
WWE’s 5 star matches often focus more on storytelling and character
development, offering a different but equally compelling wrestling
experience.

The Legacy and Impact of WWE’s 5 Star Matches

These matches have influenced WWE's booking strategies, talent development,
and fan expectations. By setting a high bar, they inspire wrestlers to push
creative boundaries and encourage WWE to invest in match quality alongside
spectacle. The reverence for these bouts among fans and critics alike affirms
their significance in wrestling history.

Moreover, the existence of all 5 star matches in WWE history serves as a
reminder that professional wrestling can deliver artistic and athletic
excellence simultaneously. They also highlight the evolving nature of the
sport, reflecting changes in audience tastes, wrestler skill sets, and



industry trends.

Whether it’s the groundbreaking ladder match of the mid-90s or the
emotionally charged bouts of the 2010s, these 5 star matches remain
touchstones for quality in WWE, celebrated for their timeless appeal and
technical brilliance.
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through the history of pro-wrestling, from its beginnings at the turn of the twentieth century to the
pop-culture, pay-per-view juggernaut that it is today. Join Jim as he looks at the most defining and
iconic moments in wrestling's history and attempts to nail down just why this ludicrous, over the top,
compelling quasi-sport means so much to so many people.

all 5 star matches in wwe history: Wrestling Observer Newsletter , 2004-07

all 5 star matches in wwe history: The Sweetheart Angelina Mirabella, 2015 It's 1953 and
seventeen-year-old Leonie Putzkammer is cartoonishly tall and curvaceous, destined to spend the
rest of her life waiting tables and living with her widowed father Franz in their Philadelphia row
house. Until the day legendary wrestling promoter Salvatore Costantini walks into the local diner
and offers her the chance of a lifetime. Leonie sets off for Florida to train at Joe Pospisil's School for
Lady Grappling. There, she transforms into Gorgeous Gwen Davies, tag-team partner of legendary
Screaming Mimi Hollander, and begins a romance with the soon-to-be Junior Heavyweight Champion
Spider McGee.--
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