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The Black Prism 1 of Lightbringer: A Captivating Dive into Brent Weeks' Fantasy Masterpiece

the black prism 1 of lightbringer immediately draws readers into a vibrant and complex world
filled with magic, political intrigue, and unforgettable characters. As the opening installment of
Brent Weeks’ acclaimed Lightbringer series, this novel stands out not only for its innovative magic
system but also for its gripping storytelling and richly developed narrative. Whether you are a
seasoned fantasy fan or new to the genre, exploring the depths of The Black Prism offers a
rewarding experience that goes beyond conventional fantasy tropes.

Understanding the World of The Black Prism 1 of
Lightbringer

At its core, The Black Prism is set in a unique universe where light itself is the source of magic, a
concept Brent Weeks brilliantly weaves throughout the story. This innovative approach to magic is
known as “chromaturgy” — a system where individuals, called drafters, can manipulate light and
harness the power of different colors to perform extraordinary feats. Each color corresponds to a
different type of energy or element, and mastering these colors requires incredible skill, precision,
and strength.

The Magic System: Chromaturgy Explained

The magic system in The Black Prism is arguably one of the most original in contemporary fantasy.
Unlike typical elemental magic systems, chromaturgy relies on the physical and psychological toll it
takes on the user. Drafters split light into its component colors—red, orange, yellow, green, blue,
indigo, and violet—each with unique properties and limitations. The more colors a drafter can
control, the more powerful they are, but managing multiple colors comes with significant risks,
including physical strain and mental fatigue.

This system adds layers of complexity to the narrative, as characters’ abilities are not just fantastical
powers but also deeply tied to their personalities and vulnerabilities. The protagonist, Gavin Guile, is
known as the Prism—the only person capable of drafting all colors and thus the most powerful
drafter alive. His abilities and the burden they bring form the foundation of much of the story’s
tension.

The Significance of the Prism

Gavin Guile, the titular Black Prism, is a figure of immense influence and mystery. As the leader of
the Seven Satrapies and the most powerful drafter, his role transcends mere magic; he serves as a
political leader, a symbol of unity, and a living legend. The novel explores his struggles to maintain
peace in a fracturing empire while grappling with personal secrets and the weight of his
responsibilities.



This duality—power coupled with vulnerability—makes Gavin a compelling character whose
decisions drive much of the plot. The exploration of his complex relationships, especially with his
family and allies, adds emotional depth to the high-stakes political drama unfolding around him.

Plot Overview: What Makes The Black Prism 1 of
Lightbringer So Engaging?

The narrative of The Black Prism is a masterclass in blending fast-paced action with intricate world-
building and character development. The story kicks off with a looming threat to the fragile peace of
the realm, as dissent grows and enemies lurk in the shadows. Gavin’s younger half-brother, Kip,
serves as a focal point for readers, providing a grounded perspective on the epic events unfolding.

Kip’s Journey: From Reluctance to Heroism

Kip’s character arc is one of the most relatable and emotionally resonant aspects of the book.
Initially an awkward and underestimated teenager, Kip’s growth mirrors the classic hero’s journey,
but with fresh twists that keep the narrative unpredictable. His struggles with identity, family
expectations, and newfound powers make his path compelling and inspiring.

Through Kip, readers experience the complexities of the Lightbringer world—from the political
machinations of the Satrapies to the dangers posed by mysterious enemies known as the Color
Prince’s forces. This perspective grounds the story, making the fantastical elements more accessible
and engaging.

Political Intrigue and Conflict

Beyond magic and personal growth, The Black Prism excels in crafting a tense political landscape.
The Seven Satrapies are rife with betrayal, espionage, and shifting alliances, creating a backdrop
that feels authentic and high-stakes. The tension between maintaining order and the desire for
rebellion adds layers of suspense, driving the narrative forward with unexpected twists.

The novel delves into themes of power, loyalty, and sacrifice, showing that leadership often requires
hard choices with far-reaching consequences. These elements elevate the story from a simple
fantasy adventure to a richly textured saga.

Characters That Bring The Black Prism 1 of
Lightbringer to Life

One of the standout features of Brent Weeks’ writing is his ability to create multidimensional
characters who resonate with readers long after the last page. The Black Prism is no exception,
boasting a diverse cast whose motivations and flaws feel authentic.



Gavin Guile: The Burdened Hero

As the Black Prism, Gavin embodies the archetype of a reluctant hero burdened by immense power.
His internal conflicts, secret past, and the need to uphold his public image make him a fascinating
study in leadership and vulnerability. Readers witness his moments of strength and doubt, making
his journey deeply human despite the fantastical setting.

Kip Guile: The Reluctant Prodigy

Kip’s evolution from a self-doubting youth to a confident drafter is central to the story’s emotional
core. His struggles with family acceptance, personal identity, and the responsibilities thrust upon
him add layers of realism and relatability. Kip’s humor and resilience endear him to readers,
balancing the novel’s darker themes.

Supporting Characters

From the cunning political players to fierce warriors and enigmatic allies, the supporting cast
enriches the world-building and plot complexity. Characters like Karris White Oak, a formidable
drafter and warrior, and Dazen Guile, Gavin’s secretive brother, contribute to the story’s dynamic
tension and intricate relationships.

Why The Black Prism 1 of Lightbringer Stands Out in
Fantasy Literature

There are countless fantasy novels out there, but The Black Prism distinguishes itself through its
fresh approach to magic, well-crafted characters, and intricate plotting. Here are some reasons why
this book is a must-read for fantasy enthusiasts:

e Innovative Magic System: Chromaturgy offers a scientifically plausible and visually stunning
take on magic, appealing to readers who appreciate detailed world-building.

e Complex Characters: The protagonists and antagonists alike are nuanced, with believable
motivations and growth arcs.

e Engaging Plot: The blend of political intrigue, action, and personal drama keeps the story
exciting and unpredictable.

¢ Accessible Writing Style: Brent Weeks balances descriptive prose with fast-paced dialogue
and action, ensuring the book appeals to a broad audience.



Tips for New Readers Diving into the Lightbringer Series

Starting a new fantasy series can sometimes feel daunting due to complex lore and world-building.
Here are some tips to enhance your reading experience with The Black Prism:

1. Pay Attention to the Magic System: Understanding chromaturgy early on will deepen your
appreciation of character abilities and plot developments.

2. Take Notes on Characters: The series features many characters with intricate relationships;
jotting down key details can help keep track.

3. Embrace the Political Intrigue: Don’t skim over political scenes—they reveal critical
motivations and set up future conflicts.

4. Enjoy the Humor: Despite serious themes, the book has moments of levity and wit that
enrich the reading experience.

The Impact of The Black Prism on Fantasy Readers and
Genre Trends

Since its release, The Black Prism has garnered a dedicated fanbase and critical acclaim, influencing
how magic and political narratives are approached in fantasy literature. Its success has paved the
way for more authors to experiment with scientifically inspired magic systems and morally complex
characters. Readers often praise the book for revitalizing the epic fantasy genre with fresh ideas and
emotional depth.

Moreover, the Lightbringer series encourages discussions about leadership, identity, and the
consequences of power, themes that resonate beyond the fantasy setting and invite readers to
reflect on real-world parallels.

The Black Prism 1 of Lightbringer isn’t just a story about magic and adventure; it’s a richly woven
tapestry of human experience set against an extraordinary backdrop. For anyone looking to immerse
themselves in a world where light is both weapon and wonder, Brent Weeks’ novel offers a journey
well worth taking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Black Prism' by Brent
Weeks?

‘The Black Prism' is a fantasy novel set in a world where magic is based on the ability to manipulate
light and color. The story follows Gavin Guile, the Prism, the most powerful man in the world, who



must navigate political intrigue, war, and his own dark secrets.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Black Prism'?

The protagonist is Gavin Guile, also known as the Prism. He is a powerful magic user who can split
light into its component colors to create various magical effects.

What is the significance of color in the magic system of 'The
Black Prism'?

In 'The Black Prism,' magic users, called drafters, can manipulate specific colors of light, each with
different properties. The ability to draft multiple colors is rare and highly powerful, with the Prism
being able to draft all colors.

How does the world-building in 'The Black Prism' enhance the
story?

The detailed world-building, including the unique magic system based on color and light, political
factions, and distinct cultures, creates a rich and immersive setting that drives the plot and
character motivations.

What themes are explored in 'The Black Prism'?

The novel explores themes such as power and responsibility, identity and secrets, loyalty and
betrayal, as well as the consequences of war and political intrigue.

Is 'The Black Prism' suitable for readers new to fantasy?

'The Black Prism' is accessible to new fantasy readers but features complex magic systems and
intricate political plots that may require careful attention. Fans of epic fantasy and detailed world-
building will enjoy it.

How does Brent Weeks develop the characters in 'The Black
Prism'?

Brent Weeks develops complex characters with moral ambiguity, personal struggles, and growth.
Gavin Guile, in particular, is portrayed with depth, showing both his heroic and flawed sides.

What is the reception of ‘'The Black Prism' among fantasy
readers?

‘The Black Prism' has been well-received for its innovative magic system, fast-paced plot, and
compelling characters. It is considered a strong start to the Lightbringer series and a favorite among
epic fantasy fans.



Additional Resources
The Black Prism 1 of Lightbringer: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

the black prism 1 of lightbringer marks the compelling beginning of Brent Weeks’ renowned
Lightbringer series. As the inaugural novel, it sets the stage for an intricate fantasy world where
magic intertwines with politics, personal identity, and moral complexity. This opening
installment—officially titled *The Black Prism*—has captivated readers with its unique magic
system, layered characters, and narrative depth, making it a significant work within contemporary
fantasy literature.

Exploring the World of the Lightbringer Series

At its core, *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* introduces readers to a vibrant universe where the
manipulation of light—referred to as “drafting”—constitutes the central magical premise. The world-
building in this novel is both elaborate and precise, reflecting Weeks’ commitment to creating a
system that feels plausible and internally consistent. Unlike many fantasy titles that rely on vague
magical explanations, *The Black Prism* grounds its magic in real-world physics concepts such as
color and light refraction, enriching the narrative with a distinctive texture.

The Magic System: Chromaturgy and Drafting

One of the main draws of *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* lies in its innovative magic system
called “chromaturgy,” where characters called drafters harness specific colors of light to create
various effects. Each color corresponds to unique abilities and physical properties, from strength
and speed to emotional manipulation. The protagonist, Gavin Guile, is the “Prism,” a rare individual
capable of wielding all colors of the spectrum—a feat that makes him the most powerful person in
this world.

This magic system’s complexity is a notable feature that sets the book apart from traditional fantasy
novels. It requires readers to engage actively with the mechanics of color manipulation, providing a
fresh lens through which to view conflict and character development. The detailed explanations of
drafting, combined with practical applications shown throughout the book, contribute to a believable
and immersive experience.

Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

The narrative of *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* revolves around Gavin Guile’s struggle to
maintain balance in a kingdom on the brink of war. The story unfolds through multiple perspectives,
weaving together political intrigue, familial secrets, and impending rebellion. This approach allows
the author to develop a multi-faceted plot that offers both macro-level world events and intimate
character moments.

The pacing of the story is deliberate, providing room for exposition and character growth without
sacrificing momentum. Readers are gradually introduced to the stakes and complexities of the



world, which makes the eventual conflicts more impactful. The interplay between Gavin’s public
persona and private vulnerabilities adds a layer of psychological depth to the narrative.

Character Development and Thematic Depth

A hallmark of *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* is its commitment to nuanced character portrayal.
Gavin Guile is not presented as a flawless hero but rather as a deeply flawed individual grappling
with the consequences of his power and decisions. This vulnerability humanizes him, making his
journey relatable despite the fantastical backdrop.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Besides Gavin, the novel features a rich ensemble cast, including his estranged son Kip, whose own
discovery of drafting abilities forms a crucial subplot. The dynamic between Gavin and Kip explores
themes of legacy, identity, and redemption. Other characters, such as Karris White Oak and the
enigmatic Ironfist, contribute to the political and emotional complexity of the story, each embodying
different facets of loyalty and ambition.

These characters’ development extends beyond simple archetypes, with motivations that evolve as
the plot progresses. This intricacy elevates the novel above formulaic fantasy, inviting readers to
consider moral ambiguity and the cost of power.

Thematic Exploration

*The black prism 1 of lightbringer* delves into themes such as the nature of authority, the burden of
expectations, and the interplay between light and darkness—both literal and metaphorical. The
symbolism of color permeates not only the magic system but also the narrative’s exploration of
human nature and societal structures. The tension between personal desires and public duty is a
recurring motif, underscoring the complexity of leadership and sacrifice.

Comparative Insights and Position Within Fantasy
Literature

In the context of modern epic fantasy, *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* stands out for its blend of

traditional elements with innovative twists. While reminiscent of classic fantasy in its world-building
and quest motifs, its emphasis on a scientifically inspired magic system and morally grey characters
brings a fresh perspective.

When compared to contemporaries such as Brandon Sanderson’s *Mistborn* series or Patrick
Rothfuss’s *Kingkiller Chronicle*, Weeks’ work offers a more color-centric magic approach. This sets
it apart from earth-based or elemental magic systems, providing a unique niche that appeals to
readers looking for originality without sacrificing the genre’s hallmarks of adventure and intrigue.



Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths: Detailed magic system, complex characters, rich world-building, and engaging plot
twists.

e Limitations: At times, the dense exposition on drafting mechanics may challenge readers
unfamiliar with technical descriptions; some plotlines develop slowly, which might affect
pacing for those seeking fast-paced action.

Overall, the balance of strengths outweighs the limitations, especially for readers who appreciate
depth and complexity in fantasy storytelling.

Audience Reception and Critical Acclaim

Since its release, *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* has garnered a loyal fanbase and positive
critical reviews. Readers often praise its originality and the detailed thought invested in its magic
system. The character-driven narrative resonates with audiences who favor stories that explore
psychological and ethical dimensions in addition to epic battles and political drama.

On platforms such as Goodreads and Amazon, the novel consistently receives high ratings,
highlighting its appeal among both casual and dedicated fantasy readers. Its influence is evident as
it helped establish Brent Weeks as a leading voice in the genre, paving the way for subsequent
volumes that expand the Lightbringer saga.

The innovative elements of *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* also make it a frequent subject of
discussion in fantasy forums and book clubs, where fans dissect the implications of chromaturgy and
speculate on character arcs. This ongoing engagement underscores the novel’s impact beyond its
initial publication.

In sum, *the black prism 1 of lightbringer* represents a significant entry in contemporary fantasy

literature. Its combination of inventive magic, intricate storytelling, and thematic richness ensures it
remains a noteworthy work for readers seeking a sophisticated and immersive fantasy experience.
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where magic is tightly controlled, the most powerful man in history must choose between his
kingdom and his son - in the first book of the New York Times bestselling Lightbringer series.
Perfect for fans of Brandon Sanderson, Robin Hobb and Joe Abercrombie. EVERY LIGHT CASTS A
SHADOW. Guile is the Prism, the most powerful man in the world. He is high priest and emperor, a
man whose power, wit, and charm are all that preserves a tenuous peace. Yet Prisms never last, and
Guile knows exactly how long he has left to live. When Guile discovers he has a son, born in a far
kingdom after the war that put him in power, he must decide how much he's willing to pay to protect
a secret that could tear his world apart. With over four million copies sold, Brent Weeks is one of the
fastest-selling fantasy authors of all time. 'Brent Weeks is so good it's beginning to tick me off' Peter
V. Brett 'Weeks has a style of immediacy and detail that pulls the reader relentlessly into the story.
He doesn't allow you to look away' Robin Hobb 'T was mesmerised from start to finish. Unforgettable
characters, a plot that kept me guessing, non-stop action and the kind of in-depth storytelling that
makes me admire a writers' work' Terry Brooks 'Weeks has truly cemented his place among the
great epic fantasy writers of our time' British Fantasy Society Books by Brent Weeks Lightbringer
The Black Prism The Blinding Knife The Broken Eye The Blood Mirror The Burning White Night
Angel The Way of Shadows Shadow's Edge Beyond the Shadows The Kylar Chronicles Night Angel
Nemesis Perfect Shadow: A Night Angel Novella The Way of Shadows: The Graphic Novel

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Successor's Promise Trudi Canavan, 2017-09-19
International No. 1 bestselling author Trudi Canavan returns with the third instalment in the
Millennium's Rule series - her most powerful and thrilling adventure yet. Five years have passed
since the Rebels confronted the Raen. Five years, in which Qall - the boy Rielle rescued - has grown
up among the Travellers, with no memory of the life that was stolen from him. Five years of chaos,
barely contained by Baluka and the Restorers. Worlds are at war, some overrun by deadly machines,
some drained of magic by power-hungry sorcerers. As Qall comes of age, and Rielle and Tyen's
hard-won peace is threatened, their loyalties are tested - and Qall's very existence is at stake.
Because Dahli is still determined to restore Valhan to power, and he will stop at nothing to succeed.
Escape to a new world. Discover the magic of Trudi Canavan.
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the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Das Science Fiction Jahr 2013 Sascha Mamczak, Sebastian
Pirling, Wolfgang Jeschke, 2013-11-13 Abenteuer Science Fiction - das einzigartige Jahrbuch Jedes
Jahr werden neue Ideen aus der Science Fiction Wirklichkeit: Ein Mann steigt in eine Raumkapsel,
lasst sich von einem Ballon auf fast vierzig Kilometer Hohe ziehen und springt vom Rand des
Weltraums im freien Fall auf die Erde - und das vor laufender Kamera und mit
Live-Internetubertragung. Wo kommen diese Ideen her, wer hat sie ersonnen und in welche
Geschichten sind sie eingepackt? Das erfahren Sie im neuen Heyne Science Fiction Jahr, dem




unentbehrlichen Begleiter zum erfolgreichsten Genre der Welt.

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: The City Stained Red Sam Sykes, 2014-10-28 Step up to
the gates. After years in the wilds, Lenk and his companions have come to the city that serves as the
world's beating heart. The great charnel house where men die surer than any wilderness. They've
come to claim payment for creatures slain, blood spilled at the behest of a powerful holy man. And
Lenk has come to lay down his sword for good. But this is no place to escape demons.

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: The Blood Mirror Brent Weeks, 2016-10-27 The Blood
Mirror is the action-packed fourth novel in the Lightbringer series by international bestseller Brent
Weeks. The Seven Satrapies have collapsed into four - and those are falling before the White King's
armies. Gavin Guille, ex-emperor, ex-Prism, ex-galley slave, formerly the one man who might have
averted war, is now lost, broken and trapped in a prison crafted by his own magical genius. But
Gavin has no magic at all. Worse, in this prison, he may not be alone. Who will fight to prevent a
tainted empire from becoming something even worse? Weeks has a style of immediacy and detail
that pulls the reader relentlessly into the story. He doesn't allow you to look away' Robin Hobb
‘Weeks writes in an inescapably engaging style' Andrea Stewart 'Weeks is a giant of the genre'
Nicholas Eames 'Brent Weeks is so good it's beginning to tick me off' Peter V. Brett 'l was
mesmerised from start to finish. Unforgettable characters, a plot that kept me guessing, non-stop
action and the kind of in-depth storytelling that makes me admire a writers' work' Terry Brooks
‘Weeks has truly cemented his place among the great epic fantasy writers of our time' British
Fantasy Society Books by Brent Weeks Lightbringer The Black Prism The Blinding Knife The Broken
Eye The Blood Mirror The Burning White Night Angel The Way of Shadows Shadow's Edge Beyond
the Shadows The Kylar Chronicles Night Angel Nemesis Perfect Shadow: A Night Angel Novella The
Way of Shadows: The Graphic Novel

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Englisch-Deutsches und Deutsch-Englisches
Worterbuch Grieb, 1863

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: The Broken Eye Brent Weeks, 2014-08-26 The third book in
the Lightbringer series, the blockbuster fantasy epic from international bestseller Brent Weeks As
the old gods awaken and satrapies splinter, the Chromeria races to find the only man who might still
end a civil war before it engulfs the known world. But Gavin Guile has been captured by an old
enemy and enslaved on a pirate galley. Worse still, Gavin has lost more than his powers as Prism - he
can't use magic at all. Without the protection of his father, Kip Guile will face a master of shadows as
his grandfather moves to choose a new Prism and put himself in power. With Teia and Karris, Kip
will have to use all his wits to survive a secret war between noble houses, religious factions, rebels
and an ascendant order of hidden assassins called The Broken Eye. Weeks has a style of immediacy
and detail that pulls the reader relentlessly into the story. He doesn't allow you to look away' Robin
Hobb 'Weeks writes in an inescapably engaging style' Andrea Stewart "Weeks is a giant of the genre'
Nicholas Eames 'Brent Weeks is so good it's beginning to tick me off' Peter V. Brett 'l was
mesmerised from start to finish. Unforgettable characters, a plot that kept me guessing, non-stop
action and the kind of in-depth storytelling that makes me admire a writers' work' Terry Brooks
‘Weeks has truly cemented his place among the great epic fantasy writers of our time' British
Fantasy Society Books by Brent Weeks Lightbringer The Black Prism The Blinding Knife The Broken
Eye The Blood Mirror The Burning White Night Angel The Way of Shadows Shadow's Edge Beyond
the Shadows The Kylar Chronicles Night Angel Nemesis Perfect Shadow: A Night Angel Novella The
Way of Shadows: The Graphic Novel

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Christoph Fr. Griebs Englisch-deutsches und
deutsch-englisches Worterbuch: bd. Deutsch-english Christoph Friedrich Grieb, 1894

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Englisch-deutsches und deutsch-englisches
worterbuch mit besonderer riichsicht auf aussprache und etymologie Chr. Fr Grieb, 1907

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: A dictionary of the English and German languages
Christoph Friedrich Grieb, 1894

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: bd. Deutsch-englisch Christoph Friedrich Grieb, 1907




the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Dictionary of the English and German Languages
Christoph Friedrich Grieb, 1907

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: The Publishers Weekly, 1998

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Lightbringer Series, 5 Books Set, the Black Prism, the
Blinding Knife, the Broken Eye, the Blood Mirror, the Burning White, by Brent Weeks Brent Weeks,
2023-09-19

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: Black Prism David Lippincott, 1980

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: The Black Prism Inez Smith Reid, 1970

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: The Way Of Shadows Brent Weeks, 2009-06-11 The
razor-sharp first novel in the New York Times bestselling Night Angel series from master of modern
fantasy Brent Weeks - an astonishing and epic tale of magic, violence and revenge. The perfect killer
has no friends. Only targets. For Durzo Blint, assassination is an art. And he is the city's most
accomplished artist, his talents required from alleyway to courtly boudoir. For Azoth, survival is
precarious. Something you never take for granted. As a guild rat, he's grown up in the slums, and
learned the hard way to judge people quickly - and to take risks. Risks like apprenticing himself to
Durzo Blint. But to be accepted, Azoth must turn his back on his old life and embrace a new identity
and name. As Kylar Stern, he must learn to navigate the assassins' world of dangerous politics and
strange magics - and cultivate a flair for death. 'Brent Weeks has a style of immediacy and detail that
pulls the reader relentlessly into his story. He doesn't allow you to look away' Robin Hobb 'Nobody
does break-neck pacing and amazingly-executed plot twists like Brent Weeks' Brian McClellan
‘Weeks creates a rich blend of politics, culture and character . . . then throws in magic-using
assassins' Peter V. Brett 'Unforgettable characters, a plot that kept me guessing, non-stop action and
the kind of in-depth storytelling that makes me admire a writer's work' Terry Brooks "Weeks has
truly cemented his place among the great epic fantasy writers of our time' British Fantasy Society
For more from Brent Weeks, check out: Night Angel The Way of Shadows Shadow's Edge Beyond the
Shadows The Kylar Chronicles Night Angel Nemesis Perfect Shadow: A Night Angel Novella The
Way of Shadows: The Graphic Novel Lightbringer The Black Prism The Blinding Knife The Broken
Eye The Blood Mirror The Burning White

the black prism 1 of lightbringer: The Black Prism Adrienne Acton, 2017
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familiar territory. An unloved, orphaned boy is the offspring of someone important; twins assume
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