people of the abyss jack london

People of the Abyss by Jack London: A Deep Dive into Urban Poverty and Human Resilience

people of the abyss jack london is a phrase that immediately brings to mind the gritty portrayal of
life in the slums of early 20th-century London. Though Jack London is primarily celebrated for his
adventure novels like *The Call of the Wild* and *White Fang*, his lesser-known work, *People of the
Abyss*, showcases his journalistic prowess and deep empathy for society’s most marginalized
individuals. This book offers an unvarnished glimpse into the harsh realities faced by those living in
extreme poverty and stands as a powerful social document that remains relevant today.

The Origins of People of the Abyss

In 1902, Jack London embarked on an undercover investigation of East London’s East End, a district
infamous for its destitution and overcrowded slums. Inspired by the muckraking journalism of his era,
London sought to understand firsthand the conditions endured by the working poor and the
unemployed. *People of the Abyss* emerged from this immersive experience, blending vivid
reportage with a compassionate narrative voice.

Unlike his adventure stories set in the wilderness, this book plunges readers into a different kind of
struggle—the daily fight for survival amid squalor and neglect. London’s intent was not merely to
chronicle suffering but to provoke social consciousness and reform.

Immersive Journalism and Authenticity

What sets *People of the Abyss* apart is London’s method of immersive journalism. He literally lived
among the impoverished, renting a room in a boarding house and working alongside laborers. This
approach allowed him to observe the nuances of life in the slums—the noisy streets, the cramped
living quarters, and the pervasive despair—while also capturing moments of resilience and solidarity.

His detailed descriptions of hunger, illness, and exploitation paint a picture that is both harrowing and
humanizing. It's not just statistics or secondhand accounts; it’s a personal journey into the abyss
itself.

Key Themes in People of the Abyss Jack London
Explores

London’s narrative is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers interested in social justice,
history, and human psychology.



Poverty and Social Inequality

At its core, *People of the Abyss* is an indictment of systemic poverty and the stark disparities
between social classes. London exposes how economic structures trap individuals in cycles of
deprivation, with little hope for upward mobility. The book highlights the appalling living
conditions—damp, overcrowded, and unsanitary lodging houses, inadequate nutrition, and limited
access to healthcare.

By documenting the daily grind of the East End’s working class, London challenges the prevailing
attitudes of his time that blamed the poor for their plight. Instead, he reveals poverty as a product of
societal neglect and injustice.

Human Resilience Amid Despair

Despite the grim setting, London’s writing also celebrates the strength and dignity of those he
encountered. The tenacity of families, the camaraderie among workers, and moments of joy amidst
hardship illustrate the indomitable human spirit. This multidimensional portrayal avoids reducing the
poor to mere victims; it honors their complexity and humanity.

Critique of Capitalism and Urbanization

Another significant thread in the book is London’s critique of capitalism’s role in perpetuating
inequality. He scrutinizes how rapid urbanization and industrialization created environments rife with
exploitation. The relentless pursuit of profit often came at the expense of workers’ welfare, leading to
overcrowded slums and unsafe working conditions.

This critique aligns with London’s broader socialist sympathies, evident in his other writings and
political activism.

Why People of the Abyss Jack London Still Matters
Today

Over a century after its publication, *People of the Abyss* remains a vital text for understanding
urban poverty and social dynamics. Its insights continue to inform contemporary discussions about
homelessness, economic disparity, and public health.

Historical Documentation and Social Awareness

For historians and sociologists, London’s work is a valuable primary source that captures the lived
experiences of early 20th-century London’s poor. It complements statistical data with human stories,
making the historical reality more tangible and relatable.



Moreover, *People of the Abyss* serves as a reminder of the importance of social awareness and
activism. Jack London’s willingness to immerse himself in the lives of the oppressed encourages
readers to look beyond their own bubbles and engage empathetically with societal issues.

Lessons for Modern Readers and Activists

Modern readers can draw several lessons from London’s approach and observations:

 Empathy through immersion: Understanding social issues deeply often requires stepping
into the shoes of those affected.

e The importance of storytelling: Personal narratives can humanize abstract problems like
poverty and inspire action.

* Recognition of systemic causes: Individual struggles are often rooted in larger economic
and political systems that need reform.

These insights can inform contemporary efforts to combat poverty, homelessness, and social
exclusion.

Jack London’s Writing Style in People of the Abyss

Unlike his fiction, which often features dramatic plots and adventurous settings, London’s prose in
*People of the Abyss* is raw and straightforward. His descriptive language is vivid yet unembellished,
reflecting the stark reality he witnessed. The tone oscillates between somber reflection and urgent
critique, inviting readers to confront uncomfortable truths.

His ability to combine factual reporting with emotional depth creates a compelling narrative that
engages both the heart and mind.

Impact on Literary and Social Movements

*People of the Abyss* influenced both literary circles and social reformers. It contributed to the
burgeoning genre of investigative journalism and social realism, inspiring others to document urban
poverty with similar rigor and compassion.

At the same time, London’s work energized socialist and labor movements, providing evidence to
support calls for improved working conditions, housing reforms, and social welfare programs.



Exploring Related Works and Further Reading

For readers intrigued by *People of the Abyss jack london*, there are several complementary texts
that deepen understanding of poverty and social critique in literature:

¢ Jack London’s The Iron Heel: A dystopian novel exploring class struggle and oppression.

 Jacob Riis’ How the Other Half Lives: A pioneering work of photojournalism documenting
New York City slums.

e Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle: A novel exposing the harsh realities of the meatpacking industry
and immigrant labor.

e George Orwell’s Down and Out in Paris and London: A modern counterpart exploring
poverty and homelessness.

These works, alongside London’s *People of the Abyss*, offer a multifaceted view of social injustice
and human endurance.

Jack London’s *People of the Abyss* remains a striking testament to the power of immersive
journalism and empathetic storytelling. By venturing into the darkest corners of London’s East End,
London not only documented poverty but also illuminated the resilience and humanity of those who
inhabit the abyss. For anyone interested in social history, literature, or the enduring challenges of
inequality, this work offers profound insights and inspiration.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'People of the Abyss'?

'‘People of the Abyss' was written by Jack London.

What is the main subject of '‘People of the Abyss'?

'People of the Abyss' is a social investigative work documenting the harsh living conditions of the poor
in the East End of London.

When was 'People of the Abyss' published?
'‘People of the Abyss' was published in 1903.



What inspired Jack London to write 'People of the Abyss'?

Jack London was inspired by his desire to expose poverty and social injustice after spending time
living among the poor in London's East End.

How did Jack London research for 'People of the Abyss'?

Jack London conducted immersive fieldwork by living in slums and working alongside the
impoverished residents of London's East End.

What is the significance of 'People of the Abyss' in literature?

'People of the Abyss' is significant as one of the early works of investigative journalism and social
realism, highlighting urban poverty.

What themes are explored in 'People of the Abyss'?

The book explores themes such as poverty, social inequality, urban squalor, and the struggles of the
working class.

How was 'People of the Abyss' received by the public at the
time of publication?

The book received attention for its vivid portrayal of poverty, sparking discussions on social reform
and welfare.

Does 'People of the Abyss' reflect Jack London's political
views?

Yes, the book reflects Jack London's socialist leanings and his concern for the working class.

Where can one read 'People of the Abyss' today?

'‘People of the Abyss' is available in public domain, accessible online through various websites and in
print editions.

Additional Resources

People of the Abyss by Jack London: A Critical Examination of Urban Desolation

people of the abyss jack london stands as a poignant and unflinching exploration of poverty and
social despair in early 20th century London. This work, authored by the renowned American writer
Jack London, departs from his usual adventure narratives to delve into a sociological investigation of
the East End slums. The book chronicles London's immersive experience living among the
impoverished masses in the notorious Whitechapel district, offering readers a vivid, firsthand account
of destitution, deprivation, and human resilience.



This article aims to dissect the layers of People of the Abyss by Jack London, analyzing its themes,
narrative style, historical context, and enduring relevance. Through a professional and analytical lens,
we will explore how London’s direct engagement with marginalized communities shaped this
compelling social critique and consider the book’s impact on literature and social reform discourse.

Contextualizing People of the Abyss: Historical and
Literary Background

Jack London wrote People of the Abyss in 1903 after spending approximately a month living in the
slums of London’s East End. The period was marked by rapid industrialization, urban overcrowding,
and stark economic inequality. London’s motivation was not only literary but also humanitarian—he
sought to expose the grim realities hidden beneath the veneer of Victorian England’s prosperity.

Unlike his better-known fiction works such as The Call of the Wild or White Fang, People of the Abyss
is a work of investigative journalism combined with immersive social commentary. This genre-
blending approach allows London to document the lives of the urban poor with immediacy and
empathy, positioning the book as a pioneering piece of muckraking literature.

Immersive Journalism and Narrative Technique

One of the defining features of people of the abyss jack london is his method of participatory
observation. By living among the East End’s unemployed and destitute, London bypasses secondhand
reports and offers authentic depictions of the environment, customs, and struggles he encountered.
This experiential journalism enriches the narrative with vivid descriptions and emotional depth.

London’s prose is both straightforward and evocative, combining factual reporting with moments of

literary flair. His narrative oscillates between detached observation and intimate portrayal, allowing

readers to grasp the complexity of poverty without sensationalism. This balanced tone enhances the
book’s credibility as a socio-political critique.

Thematic Exploration: Poverty, Inequality, and Human
Spirit

At its core, People of the Abyss is a study of the systemic causes and human consequences of urban
poverty. London examines how economic forces, inadequate housing, unemployment, and lack of
social support trap individuals in cycles of deprivation. He reveals the physical and psychological toll
poverty exacts on people, from malnutrition and disease to despair and hopelessness.

Systemic Critique of Capitalism

London’s observations extend beyond mere description; he critiques the capitalist framework that



perpetuates inequality. He highlights the indifference of the wealthy and political elites towards the
plight of the poor, suggesting that societal structures prioritize profit over human welfare. This
critique resonates with his broader socialist beliefs and aligns the book with early 20th-century
reformist literature.

Human Resilience and Community

Despite the bleak circumstances, People of the Abyss also captures moments of solidarity, humor,
and dignity among the impoverished. London portrays individuals who, despite suffering, maintain
hope and exhibit resourcefulness. These insights challenge stereotypical notions of the poor as
helpless victims and underline the complexity of human responses to adversity.

Comparative Analysis: People of the Abyss in Relation
to Contemporary Works

When compared with other investigative works of the time, such as Jacob Riis’'s How the Other Half
Lives (1890) or George Orwell’s later Down and Out in Paris and London (1933), People of the Abyss
shares a common mission: to expose urban poverty through firsthand experience. However, each
work employs distinct narrative styles and focuses on different geographic and social contexts.

¢ Jacob Riis’s How the Other Half Lives: Primarily photographic and journalistic, Riis’s work
focuses on New York City's slums, emphasizing visual evidence to advocate for reform.

e George Orwell’s Down and Out in Paris and London: Orwell’s narrative is more literary
and reflective, combining personal memoir with social analysis about life in two European
capitals.

* Jack London’s People of the Abyss: Integrates immersive participation with a direct, urgent
tone, emphasizing the political implications of poverty in London’s East End.

This comparison highlights London’s unique contribution: a blend of storytelling and activism that
bridges literature and social investigation.

Impact on Social Reform and Literature

People of the Abyss contributed to raising awareness about urban poverty among readers who might
otherwise remain indifferent. Although it did not singlehandedly trigger legislative change, the book
added momentum to the growing discourse on social welfare and labor rights in Britain and America.

From a literary perspective, the book expanded the boundaries of narrative nonfiction and
demonstrated the power of literature as a tool for social critique. It influenced subsequent writers and
activists who sought to illuminate marginalized communities through immersive reportage.



Evaluating the Strengths and Limitations of People of
the Abyss

The strengths of people of the abyss jack london lie in its raw honesty, descriptive power, and
commitment to social justice. London’s firsthand experience lends authenticity, while his empathetic
tone evokes compassion without patronization.
However, the work also has limitations reflective of its time. Some modern readers may find London’s
perspective occasionally paternalistic or infused with the biases of early 20th-century social thought.
Additionally, the book’s focus on a specific geographic locale may limit its applicability to broader
global poverty issues.

e Pros:

o Immersive and authentic narrative style

o Insightful socio-economic critique

o Humanizing portrayal of impoverished individuals

e Cons:
o Occasional dated social attitudes
o Limited scope beyond London’s East End

o Potentially uneven balance between reportage and literary flourish

Despite these limitations, the book remains an important historical document and literary work.

People of the Abyss and Modern Relevance

In contemporary discussions about urban poverty, homelessness, and social inequality, People of the
Abyss by Jack London continues to resonate. Many of the systemic issues London identified—such as
housing shortages, unemployment, and social marginalization—persist in various forms today.

The book’s immersive approach inspires modern journalists and social researchers advocating for
ethical engagement and firsthand understanding of marginalized populations. Moreover, it

encourages readers to confront uncomfortable realities rather than turning away from them.

Through its detailed portrayal of the abyss beneath a thriving metropolis, London’s work challenges



societies across time to reckon with the human cost of economic disparity.

Jack London's People of the Abyss remains a compelling, if occasionally imperfect, exploration of
poverty and social injustice. Its investigative rigor and empathetic storytelling combine to create a
vivid portrait of life on society’s margins. For readers and scholars interested in social history, literary
journalism, and the roots of urban poverty discourse, this work offers invaluable insights and enduring
lessons.

People Of The Abyss Jack London
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Reproduction of the original. The publishing house Megali specialises in reproducing historical
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people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-01-06 The People
of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2020-12-21 A Book by
Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-03-29 The
People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902. He
wrote this first-hand account after living in the East End (including the Whitechapel District) for
several months, sometimes staying in workhouses or sleeping on the streets. The conditions he
experienced and wrote about were the same as those endured by an estimated 500,000 of the
contemporary London poor.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-04-18 The People
of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902. He wrote
this first-hand account by living in the East End (including the Whitechapel District) for several
months, sometimes staying in workhouses or sleeping on the streets. The conditions he experienced
and wrote about were the same as those endured by an estimated 500,000 of the contemporary
London poor.The People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of
London in 1902. He wrote this first-hand account by living in the East End (including the
Whitechapel District) for several months, sometimes staying in workhouses or sleeping on the
streets. The conditions he experienced and wrote about were the same as those endured by an
estimated 500,000 of the contemporary London poor.The People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by
Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902. He wrote this first-hand account by living
in the East End (including the Whitechapel District) for several months, sometimes staying in
workhouses or sleeping on the streets. The conditions he experienced and wrote about were the
same as those endured by an estimated 500,000 of the contemporary London poor.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of The Abyss Jack London, 2021-04-17 The age of
Queen Victoria (1819-1901) was a time of rapid change and dramatic growth for London which was
England's largest city. The First Industrial Revolution (1760-1840) in Europe was underway. While
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the advent of new machinery and inventions improved the lives of many Londoners, hundreds of
thousands of the poor suffered. Industrialization Prior to the First Industrial Revolution (1760-1840),
England had an economy primarily based on agricultural and handcrafted goods. People made their
own goods or purchased them from local craftsmen who sold only locally or regionally. Travel was
limited to walking or horseback, so people rarely ventured outside their community. Lives began to
change as machines were invented to create mass-produced goods. The products that people bought
from local artisans could now be purchased from companies. Travel changed, too, as the
London-Birmingham railroad was finalized and people could ride the train. People began moving
from the countryside to the city. Jack London chronicles these changes in The People of the Abyss
and discusses their negative implications for the workers of England. People who arrived from the
country looking for work got a single room at a cruel rent ... and they fell into the hands of those
who sweat the last drop out of man and woman and child. They found that two rooms would cost ten
shillings a week. Food was dear and bad, water was bad ... Work was hard to get, and its wage was
so low that they were soon in debt. Life was difficult for people living in the East End, and London
quickly noticed the disparity.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss ILLUSTRATED Jack London,
2020-06-11 The People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of
London in 1902. He wrote this first-hand account after living in the East End (including the
Whitechapel District) for several weeks, sometimes staying in workhouses or sleeping on the streets.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-04-20 The People
of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902. He wrote
this first-hand account after living in the East End (including the Whitechapel District) for several
weeks, sometimes staying in workhouses or sleeping on the streets. In his attempt to understand the
working-class of this deprived area of London the author stayed as a lodger with a poor family. The
conditions he experienced and wrote about were the same as those endured by an estimated
500,000 of the contemporary London poor. London also used the expression the people of the abyss
in his later dystopian novel The Iron Heel (1907).

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-04-11 Here,
London describes the Whitechapel district, where he lived for several weeks in 1902. London
attempted to understand the working-class of this deprived area of his namesake city. To this end,
he slept in workhouses or on the streets. He stayed as a lodger with a poor family. The conditions he
experienced and wrote about were the same as those endured by an estimated 500,000 of the
contemporary London poor.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2002-09

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-05-03 As part of
ClassicReader.com, Stephane Theroux presents the full text of the nonfiction book The People of the
Abyss. The book was written by American novelist John Griffith London (1876-1916), also known as
Jack London. It was published in 1903 and is about London's experiences in the underworld of
London, England, in 1902.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack LONDON, 2021-07 The People
of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902. He wrote
the story himself after living in the East End (including the neighborhood of Whitechapel) for several
weeks. In a barn or sleeping on the side of the road In an attempt to understand the working class in
this wasteland of London The author therefore lives with a poor family. The conditions he
experienced and wrote about were similar to those endured by some 500,000 poor people in
contemporary London. People of Hell

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, Alexander Masters,
2014-04-01 In 1902, Jack London purchased some secondhand clothes, rented a room in the East
End, and set out to discover how the London poor lived. His research makes shocking reading.
Moving through the slums as one of the poor; eating, drinking, and socializing with the underclass;
lining up to get into a flophouse, London was scandalized and brutalized by the experience of living



rough in Britain's capital. His clear-eyed reflections on the iniquities of class are a shaming
testament to the persistence of social inequality in modern times.

people of the abyss jack london: Classic Edition THE PEOPLE OF THE ABYSS JACK
LONDON Jack London, 2021-04-03 The People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London about
life in the East End of London in 1902. He wrote this first-hand account after living in the East End
(including the Whitechapel District) for several weeks, sometimes staying in workhouses or sleeping
on the streets. In his attempt to understand the working-class of this deprived area of London the
author stayed as a lodger with a poor family. The conditions he experienced and wrote about were
the same as those endured by an estimated 500,000 of the contemporary London poor. London also
used the expression the people of the abyss in his later dystopian novel The Iron Heel (1907). There
had been several previous accounts of slum conditions in England, most notably The Condition of the
Working Class in England (1845) by Friedrich Engels. However, most of these were based on
secondhand sources. Jack London's account was based on the firsthand experience of the writer and
proved to be more popular.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss by Jack London Jack London,
2021-04-05 The People of the Abyss. Hats off to Tangerine Press for re-publishing Call of the Wild
author Jack London's descent into London's east end in the 1900s. Sent to cover Edward VII's
coronation, he went in search of the real story - the stinking slums. Doffing his Yankee togs for filthy
rags purchased off a barrow in Petticoat Lane, the young, vigorous, handsome, American spent
seven weeks amidst foul tenements, starving children, alcoholic adults, stunted human beings and
bottomless despair. London rails against the industrial machine - operating without restriction in a
divided metropolis where one in every four adults died on public charity. People of the Abyss shows
how far we have come, but also the dangers of a new abyss yawning as global capitalism dumps
unions and enforces zero-hour contracts, and the global arms industry's bombs drive millions from
their homes

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-05-03 The People
of the Abyss: by Jack London From the author's preface: The experiences related in this volume fell
to me in the summer of 1902. I went down into the underworld of London with an attitude of mind
which I may best liken to that of the explorer. I was open to be convinced by the evidence of my
eyes, rather than by the teachings of those who had not seen, or by the words of those who had seen
and gone before. Further, I took with me certain simple criteria with which to measure the life of the
underworld. That which made for more life, for physical and spiritual health, was good; that which
made for less life, which hurt, and dwarfed, and distorted life, was bad.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss - Jack London Jack London,
2021-04-05 The People of the Abyss. Hats off to Tangerine Press for re-publishing Call of the Wild
author Jack London's descent into London's east end in the 1900s. Sent to cover Edward VII's
coronation, he went in search of the real story - the stinking slums. Doffing his Yankee togs for filthy
rags purchased off a barrow in Petticoat Lane, the young, vigorous, handsome, American spent
seven weeks amidst foul tenements, starving children, alcoholic adults, stunted human beings and
bottomless despair. London rails against the industrial machine - operating without restriction in a
divided metropolis where one in every four adults died on public charity. People of the Abyss shows
how far we have come, but also the dangers of a new abyss yawning as global capitalism dumps
unions and enforces zero-hour contracts, and the global arms industry's bombs drive millions from
their homes

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-05-02 The People
of the Abyss by Jack London about life in the East End of London in 1902. He wrote this first-hand
account by living in the East End (including the Whitechapel District) for several months, sometimes
staying in workhouses or sleeping on the streets. The conditions he experienced and wrote about
The abyss that he referred to was the squalid East End of London, where the poorest of the poor
lived and died.All of the horrors are there, described not by a dispassionate historian keeping a
professional distance in his reporting, but in eyewitness accounts of and interviews with people




living in appalling conditions.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 2021-07-04 The
People of the Abyss (1903) is a book by Jack London made up of his first-hand account of life in the
East End of London. Overview Here, London describes the Whitechapel district, where he lived for
several weeks in 1902. London attempted to understand the working-class of this deprived area of
his namesake city. To this end, he slept in workhouses or on the streets. He stayed as a lodger with a
poor family. The conditions he experienced and wrote about were the same as those endured by an
estimated 500,000 of the contemporary London poor. London would also use the expression the
people of the abyss in The Iron Heel (1907), his work of dystopian science fiction, Antecedents and
successors There had been several previous accounts of slum conditions in England, most notably
The Condition of the Working Class in England (1845) by Friedrich Engels. The majority of these,
however, were based on secondhand sources. London's account was based on the experience of the
writer and proved to be more popular. Jacob Riis's sensational How the Other Half Lives (1890) has
been suggested as a source of inspiration for The People of the Abyss. A contemporary
advertisement for Jack London's book said that it tingles with the directness only possible from a
man who knows London as Jacob Riis knows New York, suggesting that his publisher, at least,
perceived a resemblance. When London wrote The People of the Abyss, the phrase the Abyss, with
its hellish connotation, was in wide use to refer to the life of the urban poor. H. G. Wells's popular
1901 book Anticipations uses the expression in this sense some twenty-five times and uses the
phrase the People of the Abyss eight times. One writer, analyzing The Iron Heel, refers to the People
of the Abyss as H. G. Wells' phrase. George Orwell was inspired by The People of the Abyss, which
he had read in his teens. In the 1930s, he began disguising himself as a derelict and made tramping
expeditions into the poor section of London. The influence of The People of the Abyss can be seen in
Down and Out in Paris and London and The Road to Wigan Pier. The British newspaper journalist
and editor Bertram Fletcher Robinson wrote a review of The People of the Abyss for the London
Daily Express newspaper. In this piece, Fletcher Robinson states that it would be difficult to find a
more depressing volume.

people of the abyss jack london: The People of the Abyss Jack London, 1903 Then arises
the third and inexorable question: If Civilisation has increased the producing power of the average
man, why has it not bettered the lot of the average man? There can be one answer
only-MISMANAGEMENT. - Jack London, The People of the Abyss (1903) The People of the Abyss
(1903) documents Jack London's firsthand account of his time in London's East End living among the
poor working class in 1902. He spent time in the workhouses, on the streets, and with a poor family
in their home to accurately depict the slum conditions. The term the people of the abyss was later
used by authors H. G. Wells and George Orwell. This edition includes 80 original illustrations from
photographs and is a must-read for lovers of Jack London as well as turn-of-the-century England.
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