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Timothy Keller The Reason for God: Exploring Faith in a Skeptical World

timothy keller the reason for god is a phrase that resonates deeply with many who are searching
for thoughtful answers to life’s big questions. Timothy Keller, a renowned pastor and author, offers a
compelling exploration of faith through his book *The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism*.
This work stands out as a bridge between doubt and belief, addressing common objections to
Christianity while inviting readers to reconsider the possibility of God’s existence in a logical,
accessible way.

If you've ever found yourself wrestling with questions about faith or Christianity, Timothy Keller’s
approach provides a refreshing and intellectually robust perspective. His method isn’t about blind
acceptance but about engaging honestly with doubts and fears that many people share. Let’s dive
into what makes *The Reason for God* a pivotal read and why Timothy Keller’s insights continue to
inspire both believers and skeptics alike.

Who is Timothy Keller?

Before delving into the book itself, it's helpful to know a bit about the author. Timothy Keller is a
pastor, theologian, and founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City. Known for
his thoughtful sermons and ability to communicate complex theological ideas in an approachable
way, Keller has become one of the most influential Christian voices of the 21st century.

His background in philosophy and ministry equips him to address the intersection of faith and reason,
making him especially suited to write a book like *The Reason for God*. He understands the
intellectual challenges that modern skeptics face and approaches these challenges with humility,
empathy, and clarity.

What is *The Reason for God* About?

At its core, *The Reason for God* seeks to answer the question: "Is there a rational basis to believe in
God?" Keller structures the book around common doubts and objections to Christianity, such as the
problem of evil, the exclusivity of Christianity, and the perceived conflict between science and faith.
Each chapter addresses a specific objection, providing well-reasoned responses that encourage
readers to think critically about their assumptions.

Engaging Doubts Head-On

One of the most striking features of Keller’s writing is his willingness to engage doubts directly.
Instead of dismissing skepticism, he treats it as a natural and important part of the faith journey. For
example, he explores the problem of suffering — a question that often causes people to turn away
from religion. Keller acknowledges the pain and complexity of suffering but argues that the Christian



worldview provides a unique framework for understanding and responding to it.

Bridging Faith and Reason

Keller emphasizes that faith is not opposed to reason but can coexist with it. He argues that belief in
God is not irrational or blind but is supported by historical evidence, philosophical arguments, and
personal experience. This balance appeals to readers who may feel alienated by either overly
dogmatic religion or purely secular skepticism.

Key Themes in *The Reason for God*

Several recurring themes stand out throughout Timothy Keller’'s book, making it a rich resource for
anyone exploring faith or grappling with doubts.

The Problem of Evil and Suffering

Many people struggle with the idea of a good and all-powerful God existing in a world filled with pain
and injustice. Keller does not offer simplistic answers but instead invites readers to consider how
Christianity uniquely addresses suffering through the life and death of Jesus Christ. He suggests that
the presence of suffering actually points toward a deeper need for redemption and hope, which
Christianity claims to fulfill.

The Exclusivity of Christianity

Another common objection Keller discusses is the belief that Christianity is exclusive and intolerant.
He explains that while Christianity does claim to be the unique way to God, this exclusivity is rooted in
the historical claims about Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. Keller argues that this isn’t arrogance
but confidence based on evidence and the transformative power of the Christian message.

Science and Faith: Friends or Foes?

In a culture where science is often seen as opposed to religion, Keller challenges this narrative. He
points out that many leading scientists are people of faith and that Christianity historically laid the
groundwork for scientific inquiry. Rather than conflict, he presents science and faith as
complementary ways of understanding reality.

Why *The Reason for God* Resonates with Readers

Timothy Keller's book has become a bestseller and a go-to resource for many because it speaks to the



modern mindset. Here’s why it resonates so strongly:

Respect for Doubt: Keller doesn’'t condemn skepticism but invites honest questions.

Clear, Accessible Writing: The book is intellectually stimulating without being overly
technical.

Practical Application: Keller connects theological concepts to everyday life and struggles.

Balanced Approach: He neither sugarcoats challenges nor pushes dogma aggressively.

This combination makes *The Reason for God* valuable not only for believers wanting to deepen their
understanding but also for seekers and skeptics looking for genuine dialogue about faith.

How to Read *The Reason for God* for Maximum
Impact

If you're interested in exploring Keller’s ideas, here are some tips to get the most out of the book:

1. Read with an open mind: Approach the book as a conversation rather than a lecture.
2. Reflect on your own doubts: Use Keller's questions to examine your beliefs honestly.

3. Discuss with others: Sharing insights and questions with friends or study groups can deepen
your understanding.

4. Take notes: Highlight key points or passages that challenge or encourage you.

Engaging actively with the text can transform the reading experience into a meaningful exploration of
faith and reason.

Timothy Keller’'s Legacy and Influence

Beyond *The Reason for God*, Timothy Keller has written numerous books and sermons that continue
to shape Christian thought and practice worldwide. His ability to address contemporary issues with
biblical wisdom has influenced pastors, leaders, and everyday believers alike. The themes in *The
Reason for God* echo throughout his broader ministry: a commitment to thoughtful faith, cultural
engagement, and compassionate dialogue.

In a world increasingly skeptical of religious belief, Keller's work offers a hopeful and reasoned
pathway toward understanding God. Whether you are a committed Christian, a curious seeker, or



someone wrestling with doubt, his insights invite you to explore faith with honesty and intellectual
integrity.

Timothy Keller's *The Reason for God* remains a landmark work because it respects the complexity of
belief and the reality of doubt, encouraging a thoughtful and heartfelt response to life’s ultimate
questions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Timothy Keller's book 'The Reason
for God'?

The main theme of 'The Reason for God' is addressing common doubts and objections to Christianity,
presenting rational arguments for faith, and exploring the reasons why belief in God is reasonable and
meaningful.

How does Timothy Keller address skepticism in ‘'The Reason
for God'?

Keller addresses skepticism by engaging respectfully with common objections to Christianity, such as
the problem of evil, the exclusivity of Christ, and doubts about the Bible, providing thoughtful
responses grounded in theology, philosophy, and personal experience.

What audience is 'The Reason for God' intended for?

The book is intended for skeptics, seekers, and believers who want to deepen their understanding of
Christian faith and learn how to thoughtfully respond to doubts and criticisms.

Does Timothy Keller use personal stories in 'The Reason for
God"?

Yes, Keller incorporates personal anecdotes and real-life examples to illustrate his points and make
complex theological ideas more relatable and accessible.

What role does philosophy play in ‘'The Reason for God'?

Philosophy plays a significant role as Keller uses philosophical arguments, such as the moral
argument and the cosmological argument, to support the rationality of belief in God.

How does 'The Reason for God' differ from other apologetics
books?

Unlike many apologetics books that can be confrontational, Keller's approach is conversational and
compassionate, aiming to understand and engage with doubts empathetically rather than dismissing
them.



Has 'The Reason for God' been influential in Christian
apologetics?

Yes, 'The Reason for God' has been widely influential and is considered a modern classic in Christian
apologetics, often recommended for its clear, thoughtful, and accessible treatment of faith and doubt.

Additional Resources

**Timothy Keller The Reason for God: An In-Depth Review and Analysis**

timothy keller the reason for god stands as one of the most influential contemporary Christian
apologetic works, addressing common doubts and questions surrounding faith in the modern world.
Written by Timothy Keller, a renowned pastor and theologian, this book seeks to bridge the gap
between skepticism and belief, offering a compelling case for the existence of God through reasoned
argumentation and empathetic dialogue. As skepticism grows in secular societies, Keller's work has
become a reference point for those exploring Christianity with critical inquiry. This article explores the
core themes, argumentative strategies, and impact of "The Reason for God," aiming to provide a
thorough and balanced understanding of its contribution to Christian apologetics.

Understanding "The Reason for God" by Timothy Keller

Published in 2008, "The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism" emerges as a thoughtful
response to the increasing disenchantment with religion among intellectuals and the general public.
Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, leverages his
pastoral experience and academic background to craft a narrative that is both accessible and
intellectually rigorous. The book is divided into two main parts: the first addresses common objections
to Christianity, while the second offers positive arguments in favor of Christian faith.

Keller's approach is notable for its respectful tone and willingness to engage with doubts sincerely
rather than dismiss them. Instead of preaching to the choir, the author targets skeptics and seekers,
aiming to demonstrate that belief in God is not only reasonable but also intellectually satisfying. This
nuanced approach sets the book apart from more dogmatic religious texts and appeals to a broader
audience, including agnostics and atheists.

Key Themes and Arguments in "The Reason for God"

Addressing Doubts and Skepticism

One of the most compelling aspects of Timothy Keller’'s "The Reason for God" is its methodical
treatment of common doubts that many people face. Keller dedicates significant portions of the book
to objections such as:

- The problem of evil and suffering



- The perceived conflict between science and faith
- Religious pluralism and the exclusivity of Christianity
- The reliability of the Bible

By addressing these concerns upfront, Keller establishes credibility and invites readers into a genuine
dialogue. His explanations often draw on philosophical reasoning, historical evidence, and personal
anecdotes, making the arguments relatable without sacrificing intellectual depth.

The Moral Argument and the Problem of Evil

Keller emphasizes the moral argument for God’s existence, suggesting that the universal sense of
right and wrong points beyond mere social convention or evolutionary happenstance. He argues that
if objective morality exists, it implies a moral lawgiver. This line of reasoning resonates with many
readers who feel that ethical values cannot be fully explained by naturalistic frameworks.

Simultaneously, Keller tackles the problem of evil—a classic challenge to theism—by reframing
suffering within the context of a larger narrative of redemption and hope. He acknowledges the
difficulty of reconciling a loving God with the reality of pain but suggests that this tension points to
the transformative power of faith rather than disproves it.

Scientific Inquiry and Faith

Contrary to the stereotype that faith and science are inherently at odds, Keller presents a nuanced
view that sees them as complementary. He critiques the assumption that science can answer all
existential questions and points out the limits of scientific materialism. By doing so, "The Reason for
God" appeals to readers who respect scientific progress but remain open to metaphysical truths.

Impact and Reception in Christian Apologetics

Since its release, "The Reason for God" has been widely praised in Christian circles for revitalizing
apologetics in a postmodern context. The book’s blend of intellectual rigor and pastoral sensitivity has
made it a staple resource in church study groups, academic settings, and personal exploration alike.

Strengths of Keller’'s Approach

- Empathy and respect for doubters

- Clear and accessible writing style

- Balanced use of philosophy, theology, and personal stories
- Addressing contemporary cultural challenges to faith



Criticisms and Limitations

Despite its acclaim, some critics argue that Keller's arguments occasionally rely on presuppositions
that not all readers share, particularly regarding the nature of truth and revelation. Others feel that
the book could engage more deeply with alternative religious worldviews or the nuances within
atheistic thought.

Comparative Insights: Keller’'s Work and Other
Apologetic Literature

When compared to other well-known apologetic works such as C.S. Lewis’s "Mere Christianity" or
William Lane Craig’s philosophical defenses, Timothy Keller’'s "The Reason for God" distinguishes itself
by its pastoral tone and engagement with contemporary skepticism. While Lewis’s work is more
theological and Craig’s more philosophical, Keller strikes a balance that appeals to a wide range of
readers.

This accessibility has helped the book gain traction beyond academic circles, making it a practical tool

for those involved in ministry or personal evangelism. For individuals seeking answers to life’s big
guestions without feeling overwhelmed by jargon, Keller's book offers a compelling starting point.

Practical Applications of "The Reason for God"

For Skeptics and Seekers

The book provides a thoughtful framework for those exploring Christianity, inviting readers to
consider faith not as blind belief but as a reasoned choice. Its empathetic tone helps reduce the
stigma around doubt, encouraging honest questioning.

For Christian Believers

For existing Christians, Keller’'s work serves as a resource to strengthen their understanding and
articulate their faith confidently. It equips believers with responses to common objections they may
encounter in conversations with skeptics.

For Pastors and Educators

In ministry contexts, "The Reason for God" is frequently used as a curriculum for apologetics classes
and small groups. Its structured approach to objections and affirmations makes it an effective
teaching tool.



The Ongoing Relevance of Keller's Apologetics

In an era marked by rapid cultural shifts and increasing secularization, the questions Keller addresses
remain pressing. The dialogue between faith and doubt continues to shape public discourse, making
"The Reason for God" a relevant and valuable contribution to contemporary theological conversation.

Moreover, Timothy Keller’s ability to frame faith as intellectually viable and emotionally authentic
encourages a more open and constructive conversation between believers and non-believers alike.
His work exemplifies a model of apologetics that is less about winning arguments and more about
fostering understanding.

Timothy Keller’'s "The Reason for God" remains a significant and thought-provoking text in the
landscape of Christian apologetics. By bridging the gap between skepticism and faith with clarity and
compassion, it challenges readers to reconsider preconceived notions about belief, doubt, and the
search for meaning in a complex world. Whether approached from a standpoint of faith, curiosity, or
critique, the book offers valuable insights that continue to resonate with diverse audiences.

Timothy Keller The Reason For God
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timothy keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2009-12-11 As the
pastor of an inner-city church in New York City, Timothy Keller has compiled a list of the most
frequently voiced ‘doubts’ sceptics bring to his church, as well as the most important reasons for
faith. In THE REASON FOR GOD, he addresses each doubt and explains each reason.Keller uses
literature, philosophy, real-life conversations, and reasoning to explain how faith in a Christian God
is a soundly rational belief, held by thoughtful people of intellectual integrity with a deep
compassion for those who truly want to know the truth.

timothy keller the reason for god: Timothy Keller: The Reason for God, Making Sense of God
and The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2018-01-11 The Reason for God: this book has been written
for believers and non-believers, sceptics and churchgoers, and charts a brilliantly considered and
impassioned path to Christianity - a Mere Christianity for the twenty-first century. Making Sense of
God: a prequel to Keller's A Reason for God: a thoughtful look at the role faith and religion can play
in modern lives. The Prodigal God: focused on Jesus' best-known parable - the prodigal son - as a
paradigm for the central messages of Christianity: grace, hope and salvation.

timothy keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2010-10-30 This
discussion guide will help you and your group learn how to engage others in dialogue on six common
objections to Christianity--Page 4 of cover

timothy keller the reason for god: Making Sense of God Timothy Keller, 2016-09-20 We live
in an age of skepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, historical progress, and
heartfelt emotion that it’s easy to wonder: Why should anyone believe in Christianity? What role can
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faith and religion play in our modern lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring new book, pastor and
New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller invites skeptics to consider that Christianity is
more relevant now than ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction,
freedom, identity, justice, and hope. Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet
these needs. Written for both the ardent believer and the skeptic, Making Sense of God shines a
light on the profound value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

timothy keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2013-02-05 This discussion guide will help you learn how to dialogue with those who share common
doubts and objections to Christianity. In the video sessions (DVD/digital video sold separately),
Timothy Keller and six panelists hold candid and unscripted discussions about the broad scope of
people's discomforts with God, the Bible, and Christianity in general: Discussion 1: Is the Bible a
myth? Has science disproved Christianity? Discussion 2: Is there only one way to God? Are other
religions as valid? Discussion 3: Clashes with Christian morality and ethics - why are there so many
rules? Discussion 4: Why would God allow suffering and evil. Discussion 5: Injustice and hypocrisy in
the church. Discussion 6: Objections to God's wrath and judgement. The Reason for God small group
discussion guide can be used individually or in a group setting by anyone engaging with friends who
don't share his or her beliefs. For each discussion, the study guide includes: An opening thought on
the topic. A summary of the objection to the topic. Related Bible verses. Space for notetaking.
Questions for group discussion. In his New York Times bestselling book, The Reason for God,
Timothy Keller established himself as a modern-day C. S. Lewis who brings together faith and
intellect, theology and popular culture, modern-day objections and historic Christian beliefs. Using
literature, philosophy, and Scripture, Keller explores the truth and challenge of Christianity in this
six-session small group conversation starter. You and your group will be challenged to wrestle with
your friends' and neighbors' hardest questions and engage those questions in ways that will spark
honest, enriching, and humbling dialogue. Designed for use with Reason for God Video Study (sold
separately).

timothy keller the reason for god: Encounters With Jesus Timothy Keller, 2013-11-21 What is
my purpose in life? Who am I meant to be? How can I live a successful life? Why is there so much
wrong with our world today? Am I part of the problem? What can I do to help change that? These are
the big, seemingly unanswerable questions that everyone must ask and then answer in life. In
Encounters With Jesus, New York Times-bestselling author and renowned pastor Timothy Keller
explores Jesus' answers to life's biggest questions by showing what happened to those who met
Jesus personally. Jesus changed the lives of nearly every person he met in the Gospels. These were
powerful experiences that can have a profound effect on us today and help explain not only different
aspects of Christianity, but the deep questions of life itself. Timothy Keller highlights ten of these
encounters, including his meeting a sceptical student, a religious insider, an outcast, even Satan
himself, and proves how invaluable the lessons from these encounters are for contemporary readers.

timothy keller the reason for god: Every Good Endeavor Timothy Keller, 2012-11-13 New
York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shows how God calls on each
of us to express meaning and purpose through our work and careers. “A touchstone of the [new
evangelical] movement.” —The New York Times Tim Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer
Presbyterian Church and the New York Times bestselling author of The Reason for God, has taught
and counseled students, young professionals, and senior leaders on the subject of work and calling
for more than twenty years. Now he pulls his insights into a thoughtful and practical book for
readers everywhere. With deep conviction and often surprising advice, Keller shows readers that
biblical wisdom is immensely relevant to our questions about work today. In fact, the Christian view
of work—that we work to serve others, not ourselves—can provide the foundation of a thriving
professional and balanced personal life. Keller shows how excellence, integrity, discipline, creativity,
and passion in the workplace can help others and even be considered acts of worship—not just of
self-interest.

timothy keller the reason for god: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2008 Although a vocal



minority continues to attack religious faith, for most Americans, faith is a large part of their lives:
86% of Americans refer to themselves as religious, and 75% of all Americans consider themselves
Christians. So how should they respond to these passionate, learned, and persuasive books that
promote science and secularism over religion and faith? For years, Tim Keller has compiled a list of
the most frequently voiced doubts skeptics bring to his Manhattan church; here, he dismantles each
of them. Written with atheists, agnostics, and skeptics in mind, Keller also provides an intelligent
platform on which true believers can stand their ground when bombarded by the backlash. This book
challenges such ideology at its core and points to the true path and purpose of Christianity.--From
publisher description

timothy keller the reason for god: The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2009-12-11 In THE
PRODIGAL GOD, New York pastor Timothy Keller uses the story of the prodigal son to shine a light
on the central, beautiful message of Jesus: the gospel of grace, hope and salvation.Keller argues that
the parable of the prodigal son, while Jesus’ best-known parable, is also his least understood. He
introduces the reader to all the characters in this timeless story, showing that it concerns not just a
wayward son, but also a judgemental older brother and, most importantly, a loving father.This short
but powerful book is a reminder to the faithful, an explanation to the seeker, and finally an invitation
to all - both older and younger brothers - to enter in to the ‘unique, radical nature of the gospel’: the
reckless, spendthrift love of God.

timothy keller the reason for god: Making Sense of God Timothy Keller, 2016-09-22 We live
in an age of scepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, historical progress, and
heartfelt emotion that it's easy to wonder: why should anyone believe in Christianity? What role can
faith and religion play in our modern lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring book, pastor and New
York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller invites sceptics to consider that Christianity is as
relevant now as ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction, freedom,
identity, justice and hope - and Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet all these
needs. Written for both sceptic and believer, Making Sense of God shines a light on the profound
value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

timothy keller the reason for god: Walking with God through Pain and Suffering Timothy
Keller, 2013-10-01 New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy
Keller—whose books have sold millions of copies to both religious and secular readers—explores one
of the most difficult questions we must answer in our lives: Why is there pain and suffering? Walking
with God through Pain and Suffering is the definitive Christian book on why bad things happen and
how we should respond to them. The question of why there is pain and suffering in the world has
confounded every generation; yet there has not been a major book from a Christian perspective
exploring why they exist for many years. The two classics in this area are When Bad Things Happen
to Good People by Rabbi Harold S. Kushner, which was published more than thirty years ago, and C.
S. Lewis’s The Problem of Pain, published more than seventy years ago. The great secular book on
the subject, Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s On Death and Dying, was first published in 1969. It’s time for a
new understanding and perspective, and who better to tackle this complex subject than Timothy
Keller? As the pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, Timothy Keller is known for
the unique insights he shares, and his series of books has guided countless readers in their spiritual
journeys. Walking with God through Pain and Suffering will bring a much-needed, fresh viewpoint on
this important issue.

timothy keller the reason for god: The Reason for Church Brad Edwards, 2025-04-22
Rediscover the goodness and beauty of the Body of Christ. The evangelical church is hemorrhaging.
Over 40 million Americans have dechurched in the last 25 years alone, and multiple generations
have been raised to believe the most spiritual thing they can do is follow God by following their
heart--right out of the church. Yet, this shift is happening right as society is hitting record levels of
loneliness, stress, and anxiety. In The Reason for Church, pastor Brad Edwards connects the dots of
our current church crisis and provides compelling reasons to come back. In part 1, Edwards shows
how individualistic beliefs make church implausible and compromise our spiritual formation:



Marketplace logic and consumeristic approaches to discipleship Intuitional spirituality and therapy
speak Social media's distortion of what is true, good, and beautiful Performative politics and culture
wars Virtuous victimhood, the decline of trust, and the rise of power These chapters show why
individualism won't satisfy and can't provide the refuge it promises. In part 2, Edwards uses
personal examples, church history, non-Western expressions of faith, and Scripture to show how the
church is our existentially satisfying alternative to individualism. Equipped with an institutionally
robust vision, we will rediscover the church as God's spiritual greenhouse where soul-tired
sojourners and lonely exiles are restored and repurposed for life in the world. The Reason for
Church offers an honest-yet-hopeful vision for church as a necessary institution. With radical
individualism tearing us apart, we need compelling reasons to fall back in love with Christ's bride,
now more than ever.

timothy keller the reason for god: The History of Apologetics Zondervan,, 2020-06-16
ECPA Christian Book Award 2021 Finalist: Biography & Memoir Explore Apologetics through the
Lives of History's Great Apologists The History of Apologetics follows the great apologists in the
history of the church to understand how they approached the task of apologetics in their own
cultural and theological context. Each chapter looks at the life of a well-known apologist from
history, unpacks their methodology, and details how they approached the task of defending the faith.
By better understanding how apologetics has been done, readers will be better able to grasp the
contextualized nature of apologetics and apply those insights to today's context. The History of
Apologetics covers forty-four apologists including: Part One: Patristic Apologists Part Two: Medieval
Apologists Part Three: Early Modern Apologists Part Four: 19th C. Apologists Part Five: 20th C.
American Apologists Part Six: 20th C. European Apologists Part Seven: Contemporary Apologists

timothy keller the reason for god: “Why God?" Darren Frame, 2022-09-30 Many difficult
“Why God?” questions accompany the loss of a child or loved one. Frame writes from the rational,
spiritual perspective of a Christian father who unexpectedly lost a 20-year-old son. His goal is to help
readers reset perceptions and expectations about who God is, what happens in death, and what
God’s promises actually are related to suffering and grief. Where existing books and resources fall
short and may fail to speak effectively to the heartbroken, Frame’s bold, questioning approach and
conversational voice target and reach grieving readers where they are in the unpredictable journey
of loss.

timothy keller the reason for god: The Skeptical Student Timothy Keller, 2012-12-04
Introducing the first essay in the Encounters with Jesus e-book series from renowned pastor and
New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller, author of The Songs of Jesus. The Skeptical
Student applies biblical wisdom to life’s biggest questions through the inspiring story of Nathanael’s
life-changing encounter in the Gospel of John. The Gospels are full of encounters that made a
profound impact on those who spoke with Jesus Christ. In the first essay of his new series, Timothy
Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church and New York Times bestselling author
of The Reason for God, shows how those encounters can still have a deep effect on us today.
Through a lively examination of the biblical passage where Nathanael, the skeptical student, meets
with Jesus, Keller reveals how this interaction is about life’s deep questions: Who are we? Why are
we here? Why be a good person? Why love instead of hate? This first essay in the ten-part series of
Encounters with Jesus also includes an exclusive look at Timothy Keller’s new book on faith and
work: Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God’s Work.

timothy keller the reason for god: Every Good Endeavour Timothy Keller, 2012-11-22 In
today's increasingly competitive and insecure economic environment, we often question the reason
for work: why am I doing this? Why is it so hard? And what can I do about it? Work may seem just a
means to an end: we do it to earn the money to enjoy life outside the workplace. Here, Timothy
Keller argues that God's plan is radically more ambitious: he actually created us to work. We are to
work together to make the world a better place, to help each other, and so to find purpose for our
lives. Our faith should enhance our work, and our work should develop our faith.With deep insight,
Timothy Keller draws on essential and relevant biblical wisdom to address our questions about work.



There is grace available if we have taken the wrong attitude, idolising money and using our careers
to glorify ourselves rather than God. This book provides the foundations for a work-life balance
where we can thrive both personally and professionally. Keller shows how through excellence,
integrity, discipline, creativity and passion in the workplace we can impact society for
good.Developing a better attitude to work releases us to serve others humbly, to worship God
everyday, and leaves us deeply fulfilled.

timothy keller the reason for god: Social Justice Goes To Church: The New Left in
Modern American Evangelicalism Jon Harris, 2020-10-06 The infusion of social justice into the
gospel may well be the most dangerous problem facing the church today. Yet, it is going unnoticed
in far too many circles. Social Justice Goes to Church can serve as a wake-up call. —Samuel C.
Smith, Ph.D. Chair and Graduate Program Director, Department of History, Liberty University In
order to understand why so many evangelicals recently support left-leaning political causes, it is
important to know a little history. In the 1970s, many campus radicals raised in Christian homes
brought neo-Marxist ideas from college back to church with them. At first, figures like Jim Wallis,
Ron Sider, and Richard Mouw made great gains for their progressive evangelical cause. But, after
the defeat of Jimmy Carter, the religious right stole the headlines. Today, a new crop of mainstream
evangelicals has taken up the cause of the New Left, whether they know it or not. As pro-life
evangelicals rush to support movements like #BlackLivesMatter and #MeToo, it is important to
realize they are walking in footprints already laid down. Their mission may be more successful, but it
is not new. To understand where the evangelical social justice movement is heading, it is vital to
understand the origins of the movement. Social Justice Goes to Church: The New Left in Modern
American Evangelicalism answers, from a historical perspective, the vital question, Why are
American evangelicals moving Left? “The great injunction to the Church was to preach the Gospel to
the world, while not being of the world. Social justice neatly reverses this trend, preaching the ways
of the world into the church. That is not its only critical reversal. The Gospel is about freedom from
guilt and sin and bondage. Social justice seeks above all to apportion guilt and sin and bondage,
enslaving entire demographics and requiring that they kneel before man in attrition. How important
that a book of this nature should enter the fray right now. I applaud Mr. Harris for his excellent
work in providing the practical means of identifying and repelling this fraudulent force, this
ideological interloper, this dangerous false teaching.” —Douglas Kruger Author of Political
Correctness Does More Harm Than Good: How to Identify, Debunk, and Dismantle Dangerous Ideas

timothy keller the reason for god: Themelios, Volume 34, Issue 3 D. A. Carson,
2015-01-27 Themelios is an international, evangelical, peer-reviewed theological journal that
expounds and defends the historic Christian faith. Themelios is published three times a year online
at The Gospel Coalition (http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and Stock. Its
primary audience is theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well. Themelios
began in 1975 and was operated by RTSF/UCCEF in the UK, and it became a digital journal operated
by The Gospel Coalition in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the globe as
editors, essayists, and reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
Managing Editor: Brian Tabb, Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J. Ovey,
Oak Hill Theological College Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and Seminary
Book Review Editors: Jerry Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney Missionary &
Bible College; Nathan A. Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans Madueme,
Covenant College; Dane Ortlund, Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary Editorial
Board: Gerald Bray, Beeson Divinity School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of Theology Paul
Helseth, University of Northwestern, St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken Magnuson,
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary James Robson, Wycliffe Hall Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College Paul
Williamson, Moore Theological College Stephen Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert
Yarbrough, Covenant Seminary
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2015-10-22 In Defense of the Eschaton is an anthology of William D. Dennison's essays on the
Reformed apologetics of Cornelius Van Til. Written over the course of Dennison's many years of
study, the chapters in this volume investigate Van Til's theory of knowledge, revelation, common
grace, antithesis, Christian education, and the history of ideas, as well as examine key Scriptures to
identify the redemptive-historical structure of a biblical apologetic method. In the end, Dennison
finds that Reformed apologetics must take eschatology seriously. According to the New Testament,
the believer has been transferred by faith in Christ into the final stage of history. As a citizen of
heaven, the Christian apologist must defend the eschaton of the age to come against the satanic
attacks of this present world.

timothy keller the reason for god: Four Views on Moving Beyond the Bible to Theology
Zondervan,, 2009-12-01 Learn to identify, evaluate, and refine your approach to forming theological
conclusions based on the biblical text. The Bible has long served as the standard for Christian
practice, yet believers still disagree on how biblical passages should be interpreted and applied.
Only when readers fully understand the constructs that inform their process of moving from
Scripture to theology--and those of others--can Christians fully evaluate teachings that claim to be
biblical. In this book--part of the Counterpoints series--scholars who affirm an inspired Bible,
relevant and authoritative for every era, present models they consider most faithful to Scripture
Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.: Principlizing Model Daniel M. Doriani: Redemptive-Historical Model Kevin ].
Vanhoozer: Drama-of-Redemption Model William J. Webb: Redemptive-Movement Model Each
position receives critiques from the proponents of the other views. Moreover, due to the far-reaching
implications this topic holds for biblical studies, theology, and church teaching, this book includes
three additional reflections by Christopher J. H. Wright, Mark L. Strauss, and Al Wolters on the
theological and practical interpretation of biblical texts. The Counterpoints series presents a
comparison and critique of scholarly views on topics important to Christians that are both
fair-minded and respectful of the biblical text. Each volume is a one-stop reference that allows
readers to evaluate the different positions on a specific issue and form their own, educated opinion.
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