water in asl sign language

Water in ASL Sign Language: Understanding the Sign and Its Contexts

Water in asl sign language is a fundamental concept that many learners of American Sign
Language (ASL) encounter early in their journey. Since water is an essential part of daily life, knowing
how to communicate about it effectively in ASL is crucial for smooth interactions. Whether you're
discussing drinking water, water in nature, or even water-related activities, understanding the
nuances of the sign can enhance your signing skills and enrich your vocabulary.

The Basics of Water in ASL Sign Language

When it comes to expressing “water” in ASL, the sign is straightforward but packed with meaning. The
sign for water is made by forming the letter “W" with your dominant hand — that is, extending your
thumb, index, and middle fingers while keeping the ring and pinky fingers tucked down. Then, you tap
your index finger to your chin a couple of times. This movement mimics the idea of drinking or the
presence of water near the mouth.

How to Perform the Water Sign

To break it down step-by-step:

1. Make a “W"” handshape with your dominant hand.
2. Bring the tips of your “W” fingers to your chin.
3. Tap your chin lightly two or three times.

This simple gesture is instantly recognizable among ASL users and is often one of the first signs
taught in beginner classes. The connection to the mouth subtly indicates the importance of water for
drinking and hydration.

Common Variations and Regional Differences

Like many signs in ASL, “water” can have slight regional variations. In some areas, signers might tap
the side of the mouth instead of the chin. However, the general handshape and movement remain
consistent enough to be widely understood. Being aware of such differences can be helpful if you
interact with diverse ASL communities or travel to different parts of the United States.

Expanding Vocabulary: Related Water Signs in ASL

Understanding water in asl sign language opens the door to a broader range of water-related signs,
which are especially useful in conversations about weather, nature, and daily routines.



Other Common Water-Related Signs

Drink: The sign for drink involves forming a “C” handshape and moving it toward your mouth,
mimicking the action of drinking from a cup.

Rain: Using both hands with fingers spread, move your hands downward in small, fluttering
motions to represent raindrops falling.

Ocean/Sea: Wave one hand side to side in front of you, representing the movement of water in
the ocean.

Ice: Make fists with both hands, then shake them slightly to indicate the coldness associated
with ice.

Knowing these signs can help you create richer, more descriptive sentences when talking about water
or weather conditions.

Combining Signs for Clearer Communication

For example, if you want to say “I want water” in ASL, you would sign “l,” then “WANT"” (by pulling
your hands toward yourself with slightly curved fingers), followed by the sign for “water.” This
combination makes your message clear and natural.

Tips for Learning and Practicing Water in ASL Sign
Language

Mastering the sign for water — and its related vocabulary — is easier when you incorporate a few
helpful strategies into your practice sessions.

Use Visual and Contextual Learning

ASL is a visual language, so watching videos or interacting with native signers can greatly improve
your understanding. Observe how the water sign is used in context, such as during conversations
about drinking, weather, or nature documentaries.

Practice with Real-Life Scenarios

Try signing about water when you're actually drinking or filling up a glass. This real-world association
helps reinforce memory and makes your signing feel more natural and spontaneous.



Engage with the Deaf Community

One of the best ways to learn water in asl sign language is to immerse yourself in Deaf culture. Attend
local Deaf events or connect with Deaf individuals online. This exposure allows you to see how signs
are used conversationally and to receive feedback on your signing.

Why Understanding Water in ASL Sign Language
Matters

Communication about basic needs like water is essential for effective interaction. Whether you're
working with Deaf students, traveling, or simply making friends who use ASL, knowing how to sign
“water” and related terms helps bridge the communication gap.

Moreover, learning signs like water fosters cultural respect and awareness. ASL isn’t just about hand
movements; it’s a rich linguistic system with its own grammar and cultural nuances. By embracing
signs related to everyday life, you deepen your connection to the Deaf community and their
experiences.

Incorporating Water Signs into Storytelling and Descriptions

If you're telling a story about a day at the beach, for instance, combining signs for water, sun, sand,
and swim paints a vivid picture for your audience. Using water in asl sign language thoughtfully
enhances your storytelling skills and makes your conversations more engaging.

Conclusion: Embracing Water in ASL Sign Language
with Confidence

Getting comfortable with the sign for water is a key step in building your ASL vocabulary. It's a simple,
elegant sign that opens up pathways to discussing many important topics from hydration to weather
patterns. By practicing regularly, paying attention to context, and engaging with others, you'll
naturally integrate water in asl sign language into your signing repertoire.

Remember, every sign you learn is a bridge to better understanding and connection. Water, as a

universal element, is a perfect starting point — both symbolically and practically — for your journey
into the beautiful world of ASL.

Frequently Asked Questions



How do you sign ‘water' in ASL?

To sign 'water' in ASL, form the letter 'W"' with your dominant hand and tap your index finger to your
chin.

Is the ASL sign for 'water' the same for 'drink'?

No, the sign for 'water' involves tapping the 'W' handshape to the chin, while 'drink' mimics holding a
cup and bringing it to your mouth.

Can the sign for 'water' in ASL be used to indicate 'water
bottle'?

The sign for 'water' can be combined with the sign for 'bottle' or 'container’ to indicate 'water bottle'
in ASL.

Are there regional variations in the ASL sign for 'water'?

The sign for 'water' is generally consistent across ASL users, with little to no regional variation.

How can | use the sign for 'water' in a sentence in ASL?

You can sign 'water’ followed by signs like 'need' or 'drink' to express 'l need water' or 'l want to drink
water.'

Is the water sign in ASL easy to learn for beginners?

Yes, the water sign is relatively simple and easy to learn because it uses a clear handshape and
location near the chin.

Can the ASL sign for 'water' be used metaphorically?

While primarily used literally, the water sign can be used metaphorically in certain contexts, such as
discussing emotions or flow.

Are there any common mistakes when signing ‘water' in ASL?

A common mistake is using the wrong handshape or tapping a different part of the face instead of the
chin.

Additional Resources
Water in ASL Sign Language: A Detailed Exploration of Its Meaning and Usage

Water in asl sign language plays a critical role in communication within the Deaf community and
among ASL learners. Understanding how to express common, everyday concepts like “water” through
sign language is essential for effective interaction and cultural connection. This article delves into the



intricacies of the water sign in American Sign Language (ASL), examining its formation, variations,
contextual uses, and its importance in fostering clear communication.

Understanding the Water Sign in ASL

The sign for “water” in ASL is straightforward yet rich in meaning. It typically involves the dominant
hand forming the letter “W” in fingerspelling, which then taps the chin or the side of the mouth. This
iconic gesture visually represents the word water by linking the letter “W” to the mouth, symbolizing
drinking or fluid intake. The simplicity of this sign makes it one of the first vocabulary words taught to
beginners, underscoring its fundamental nature in daily conversation.

This sign is not only a linguistic tool but also an essential cultural element. Water, as a concept, is
universal, but the way it is communicated through ASL reflects the language’s unique visual-spatial
modality. Its form is consistent across regions, making it a reliable and recognizable sign nationwide,
which is crucial for Deaf individuals who travel or interact with different ASL users.

Variations and Regional Differences

While the standard sign for water involves the “W” handshape at the chin, regional dialects and
community-specific variations can occur. Some signers may use a different handshape or location on
the face to indicate water, especially in informal or colloquial contexts. However, these variations
remain relatively minor compared to other ASL signs, maintaining overall clarity and mutual
understanding.

These subtle differences highlight the adaptive nature of ASL, where signs evolve to meet the

communicative needs of communities. Understanding these variations is beneficial for interpreters,
educators, and learners aiming to engage authentically with diverse Deaf populations.

Contextual Uses of the Water Sign

Beyond its basic definition, the water sign in ASL extends to various related concepts and phrases. For
example, it can form part of compound signs or phrases such as “drinking water,” “water bottle,” or
“water source.” In these instances, the water sign is combined with other signs to convey more
complex ideas.
For instance:
e Drinking water: The water sign followed by the sign for “drink,” which mimics the action of
holding a cup to the mouth.

e Water bottle: The water sign combined with the sign for “bottle” to specify the container.

* Water source: The water sign paired with signs for “source” or “place” to indicate origin.



These combinations demonstrate the flexibility and compositional nature of ASL, where foundational
signs like “water” serve as building blocks for more nuanced communication.

Importance in Educational Settings

In educational contexts, teaching the sign for water is often a starting point in ASL curriculum for
children and adults alike. Its early introduction helps learners grasp the visual and kinesthetic aspects
of ASL, fostering foundational skills in fingerspelling and location-based signing.

Moreover, in classrooms serving Deaf students, the water sign is vital for everyday interactions, such
as requesting a drink or discussing the environment. Its practicality mirrors the broader goal of ASL
education: empowering users to communicate effectively about essential needs and topics.

Comparative Analysis: Water in ASL vs. Other Sign
Languages

Exploring how water is signed across various sign languages reveals interesting contrasts and
similarities. While ASL uses the “W” handshape near the mouth, British Sign Language (BSL), for
example, employs a different handshape and motion, often involving a flat hand moving downwards
to mimic flowing water. This difference underscores the linguistic diversity among sign languages,
emphasizing that they are not universal but culturally and linguistically distinct systems.

Such comparisons are crucial for interpreters and learners who engage with multiple sign languages,
as they must navigate these differences to avoid miscommunication. Understanding the water sign in
ASL within this broader global context highlights the language’s unique characteristics and the
importance of cultural specificity.

Technological Integration and Digital Communication

With the growing use of digital media in language learning and communication, the water sign in ASL
has found new expressions through apps, video tutorials, and virtual interpreters. Platforms like
YouTube and ASL dictionary websites provide visual demonstrations of the sign, enabling learners
worldwide to access and practice it independently.

Additionally, the integration of ASL into video conferencing tools has elevated the importance of clear,

visually distinct signs like water. Its simple yet recognizable form translates well on screen, facilitating
smooth communication in remote or hybrid settings.

Challenges and Considerations in Learning the Water



Sign

Despite its apparent simplicity, mastering the water sign involves attention to detail in handshape,
location, and movement. Beginners might confuse it with similar signs or struggle with the precise
positioning near the chin. These challenges underscore the importance of guided instruction and
practice.

Furthermore, learners must be aware of the contextual nuances when using the water sign, especially
in compound phrases. Misuse or overgeneralization can lead to misunderstandings, highlighting the

need for comprehensive education that covers both isolated signs and their functional use in
sentences.

Pros and Cons of the Water Sign in ASL Education

e Pros:
o Simple and easy to learn, making it accessible for beginners.
o Widely recognized and standardized across ASL users.

o Highly functional in everyday communication.

e Cons:
o Potential confusion with similar signs if not taught precisely.
o Limited regional variations may cause minor misunderstandings.

o Requires contextual knowledge when used in compound expressions.

These factors contribute to the ongoing refinement of teaching strategies in ASL education, ensuring
that learners acquire both accuracy and fluency.

Conclusion: The Significance of Water in ASL
Communication
The sign for water in ASL embodies more than just a word; it represents a vital communicative tool

that connects users through a shared visual language. Its clear form, cultural resonance, and practical
utility make it an essential part of the ASL lexicon. As ASL continues to evolve and expand in



educational, technological, and social domains, understanding foundational signs like water remains
key to fostering effective and meaningful communication.

Water In Asl Sign Language
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water in asl sign language: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis
Cokely, 1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides
ASL stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.

water in asl sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil
Lucas, 2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.

water in asl sign language: Understanding and Teaching American Sign Language: A Guide
for Students and Educators Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-28 **Understanding and Teaching
American Sign Language: A Guide for Students and Educators** is the ultimate guide to American
Sign Language (ASL) for students, educators, and anyone interested in learning more about this
beautiful and expressive language. This comprehensive book covers all aspects of ASL, from the
basics of grammar and syntax to the use of ASL in different contexts, such as education, healthcare,
and the workplace. The book also includes a chapter on the history and culture of the deaf
community. With clear and concise explanations, engaging examples, and helpful practice exercises,
**Understanding and Teaching American Sign Language: A Guide for Students and Educators**
makes learning ASL easy and enjoyable. Whether you are a deaf or hard of hearing individual who
wants to learn more about ASL, a hearing individual who is interested in learning ASL, or an
educator who wants to learn how to teach ASL, this book is the perfect resource for you. In
**Understanding and Teaching American Sign Language: A Guide for Students and Educators**, you
will discover: * The history and origins of ASL * The structure of ASL grammar and syntax * The
different types of ASL handshapes and movements * How to use ASL to communicate in everyday
situations * How to use ASL in different contexts, such as education, healthcare, and the workplace *
The importance of ASL in the deaf community By the end of this book, you will have a solid
foundation in ASL and be able to use it to communicate with deaf and hard of hearing individuals.
You will also have a greater understanding of the deaf community and its culture. **Understanding
and Teaching American Sign Language: A Guide for Students and Educators** is the perfect
resource for anyone who wants to learn more about ASL. Whether you are a student, educator, or
simply someone who is interested in learning a new language, this book has something for everyone.
If you like this book, write a review on google books!

water in asl sign language: Knack American Sign Language Suzie Chafin, 2009-08-04
While learning a new language isn’t a “knack” for everyone, Knack American Sign Language finally
makes it easy. The clear layout, succinct information, and topic-specific sign language partnered
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with high-quality photos enable quick learning. By a “bilingual” author whose parents were both
deaf, and photographed by a design professor at the leading deaf university, Gallaudet, it covers all
the basic building blocks of communication. It does so with a view to each reader’s reason for
learning, whether teaching a toddler basic signs or communicating with a deaf coworker. Readers
will come away with a usable knowledge base rather than a collection of signs with limited use. - 450
full-color photos - American Sign Language - Intended for people who can hear - Can be used with
babies and young children

water in asl sign language: Sign Languages of the World Julie Bakken Jepsen, Goedele De
Clerck, Sam Lutalo-Kiingi, William B. McGregor, 2015-10-16 Although a number of edited collections
deal with either the languages of the world or the languages of particular regions or genetic
families, only a few cover sign languages or even include a substantial amount of information on
them. This handbook provides information on some 38 sign languages, including basic facts about
each of the languages, structural aspects, history and culture of the Deaf communities, and history
of research. This information will be of interest not just to general audiences, including those who
are deaf, but also to linguists and students of linguistics. By providing information on sign languages
in a manner accessible to a less specialist audience, this volume fills an important gap in the
literature.

water in asl sign language: Sign Languages in Village Communities Ulrike Zeshan, Connie
de Vos, 2012-10-30 The book is a unique collection of research on sign languages that have emerged
in rural communities with a high incidence of, often hereditary, deafness. These sign languages
represent the latest addition to the comparative investigation of languages in the gestural modality,
and the book is the first compilation of a substantial number of different village sign
languages.Written by leading experts in the field, the volume uniquely combines anthropological and
linguistic insights, looking at both the social dynamics and the linguistic structures in these village
communities. The book includes primary data from eleven different signing communities across the
world, including results from Jamaica, India, Turkey, Thailand, and Bali. All known village sign
languages are endangered, usually because of pressure from larger urban sign languages, and some
have died out already. Ironically, it is often the success of the larger sign language communities in
urban centres, their recognition and subsequent spread, which leads to the endangerment of these
small minority sign languages. The book addresses this specific type of language endangerment,
documentation strategies, and other ethical issues pertaining to these sign languages on the basis of
first-hand experiences by Deaf fieldworkers.

water in asl sign language: Pocket Genius American Sign Language DK, 2025-03-06 Start
learning American Sign Language (ASL) with this guide to the most essential everyday ASL phrases
and words. If you are a parent looking for an accessible guide to ASL basics for your hearing child,
then look no further than Pocket Genius American Sign Language. Perfect for our young readers
aged 8-12, this guide combines clear, step-by-step illustrations with simple, to-the-point instructions
for signing words, phrases and sentences in ASL. This compact ASL guide for children offers: A
pocket-sized but detailed guide, fitting all the important information into one small package.
Easy-to-follow chapters and information suitable for children aged 8+ supported by simple
illustrations, instructions and top tips to learn ASL. Clear step-by-step illustrations make it easy to
practice and master each sign. This Pocket Genius series is perfect for all hearing children, whether
they are young readers just beginning to explore ASL or little geniuses who are experts already! The
illustrations also capture the nuances of each sign - from hand movements to body language and
facial expressions - to help your child master the language basics quickly and easily. The pocket size
of this book lets them carry it wherever they are - at home, in school, or on the playground.

water in asl sign language: American Sign Language Dictionary for Beginners Tara
Adams, 2022-04-19 A user-friendly dictionary with 800+ ASL signs Whatever your reason for
learning the richly expressive language of American Sign Language (ASL), this book will guide you
through the initial stages of your signing journey. It's filled with everything you need to master more
than 800 essential vocabulary words, including detailed directions that make it simple to develop



your ASL skills. What sets this dictionary apart from other sign language books for beginners: No
experience required—Find comprehensive, clearly written guidance that makes sense of American
Sign Language for beginners, with helpful explanations of more difficult concepts, plus plenty of tips
for success. Instructional photographs—See ASL in action with full-color photographs that illustrate
how to sign each vocabulary word. Easy-to-find signs—Study each sign in alphabetical order or
search by category with a handy index that organizes signs by activities, animals, emotions, places,
events, and more. Build up your ASL vocabulary with the American Sign Language Dictionary for
Beginners.

water in asl sign language: Society, Beliefs and American Sign Language Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-28 Discover the captivating world of American Sign Language (ASL) and immerse yourself
in the vibrant culture of the Deaf community with Society, Beliefs and American Sign Language. This
comprehensive guide unveils the intricacies of ASL, taking you on a journey to understand its
grammar, structure, and cultural significance. Delve into the rich history of ASL, tracing its roots
from its early origins to its modern-day usage. Explore the diverse communication styles and
etiquette within the Deaf community, gaining insights into their unique perspectives and
experiences. Understand the challenges and discrimination faced by deaf individuals and learn about
the ongoing efforts to promote inclusivity and accessibility. Embark on a linguistic adventure as you
delve into the fundamental elements of ASL grammar. Uncover the nuances of sentence structure,
non-manual markers, and the expressive power of facial expressions and body language. Master the
art of fingerspelling and numbers, unlocking the secrets of this visual language. Navigate everyday
situations with confidence using ASL. Learn how to introduce yourself and others, make requests
and offers, ask for directions and information, and engage in conversations with ease. Discover the
practical applications of ASL in various settings, from shopping and dining to medical and
emergency situations. Explore the dynamic role of ASL in education and employment. Understand
the importance of ASL in educational settings and the accommodations available for deaf students.
Discover career opportunities for ASL users and gain insights into workplace culture,
communication strategies, and legal protections. Venture into the realm of ASL in art and
entertainment, where creativity and expression flourish. Witness the power of ASL in theater, film,
poetry, storytelling, music, dance, and visual art. Appreciate the unique artistic expressions of the
Deaf community and their contributions to popular culture. Join the movement for advocacy and
activism, and become a champion for ASL and the rights of deaf individuals. Learn about the Deaf
President Now movement and the impact of the ADA on ASL. Engage with current issues and
challenges facing the Deaf community and discover the organizations and resources dedicated to
promoting equality and inclusion. Whether you're a student, educator, interpreter, or simply
someone fascinated by language and culture, Society, Beliefs and American Sign Language is your
essential guide to understanding and appreciating American Sign Language. With its comprehensive
approach and engaging writing style, this book empowers you to connect with the Deaf community,
embrace diversity, and celebrate the beauty of ASL. If you like this book, write a review on google
books!

water in asl sign language: The Oxford Handbook of Sociolinguistics Robert Bayley, Richard
Cameron, Ceil Lucas, 2015 This major new survey of sociolinguistics identifies gaps in our existing
knowledge base and provides directions for future research.

water in asl sign language: The Linguistics of Sign Languages Anne Baker, Beppie van den
Bogaerde, Roland Pfau, Trude Schermer, 2016-06-23 How different are sign languages across the
world? Are individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the same way across these
languages? What are the rules for having a conversation in a sign language? How do children and
adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages processed in the brain? These questions and
many more are addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using examples from more
than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are also made with spoken languages. This book
can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for students of sign linguistics. Each chapter
concludes with a summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as well as a list of



recommended texts for further reading. The book is accompanied by a website containing
assignments, video clips and links to web resources.

water in asl sign language: American Sign Language for Beginners: Jonathan K. Hari,
2025-06-24 American Sign Language for Beginners Unlock the world of nonverbal communication
with this comprehensive guide to American Sign Language (ASL). Whether you're looking to connect
with the Deaf community, expand your communication skills, or explore a rich and expressive
language, this book provides the perfect starting point for learners of all levels. Inside This Book,
You'll Discover: Introduction to American Sign Language The ASL Alphabet: Fingerspelling Made
Easy Basic Greetings and Common Phrases Numbers and Counting in ASL Family, Friends, and
Relationships Vocabulary Deaf Culture and Etiquette Tips for Practicing ASL Daily This book goes
beyond memorizing signs—it delves into the grammar, structure, and cultural significance of ASL,
making your learning journey both practical and immersive. Each chapter is designed to help you
build confidence in signing, so you can engage in meaningful conversations with ease. If you've ever
wanted to learn a new language in a visual and engaging way, this book is your gateway to fluency.
Scroll Up and Grab Your Copy Today!

water in asl sign language: American Sign Language Made Easy for Beginners Travis
Belmontes-Merrell, 2022-08-02 Learn American Sign Language the easy way! Become a lifelong
learner of American Sign Language (ASL) with this guide for true beginners. It breaks down ASL
fundamentals and gives you step-by-step instructions for signing more than 400 vocabulary words,
organized by practical topics like greetings, hobbies, times, places, and more. The building blocks of
ASIL—Lay the foundation for ASL learning as you explore the five parameters of signing: handshape,
location, movement, palm orientation, and non-manual markers. Clear guidance for novices—Learn
how to sign each vocabulary word with the help of detailed written directions and large, full-color
photos, so you know you're doing it right even if it's your first sign ever. Lessons and quizzes—Put
your new skills to the test with themed lessons designed for real-world conversations, and brief
quizzes at the end of each section. Make learning ASL fun and easy with this top choice in American
Sign Language books for beginners.

water in asl sign language: Sign Language Research Ceil Lucas, 1990 The second
international conference on sign language research, hosted by Gallaudet University, yielded critical
findings in vital linguistic disciplines -- phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, language
acquisition and psycholinguistics. Sign Language Research brings together in a fully synthesized
volume the work of 24 of the researchers invited to this important gathering. Scholars from Belgium
to India, from Finland to Uganda, and from Japan to the United States, exchanged the latest
developments in sign language research worldwide. Now, the results of their findings are in this
comprehensive volume complete with illustrations and photographs.

water in asl sign language: The Feelings Activity Book for Toddlers Stacy Spensley,
2022-11-22 Help toddlers build their emotional intelligence Your little one is starting to develop
stronger emotions and opinions—but they don't always know how to cope with them in healthy ways.
This activity book is here to help. It's full of fun games and activities that help kids ages 1 to 3 learn
how to process their feelings and regulate their reactions. Play with purpose—From Mad Monster to
Paper Plate Faces, enjoy 50 exciting activities that show toddlers how to build empathy and manage
emotions like anger, sadness, and excitement. Clear guidance—Make the most of each activity with
step-by-step instructions and advice on how to encourage toddlers to open up about their feelings.
Total flexibility—These games can be enjoyed in any order; flip through and find one that works for
your time frame and your toddler's current interests and skill level. Help your child build emotional
intelligence with this fun-filled feelings book for toddlers.

water in asl sign language: Advances in the Sign Language Development of Deaf Children
Brenda Schick, Marc Marschark, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2005-09-02 The use of sign language
has a long history. Indeed, humans' first languages may have been expressed through sign. Sign
languages have been found around the world, even in communities without access to formal
education. In addition to serving as a primary means of communication for Deaf communities, sign



languages have become one of hearing students' most popular choices for second-language study.
Sign languages are now accepted as complex and complete languages that are the linguistic equals
of spoken languages. Sign-language research is a relatively young field, having begun fewer than 50
years ago. Since then, interest in the field has blossomed and research has become much more
rigorous as demand for empirically verifiable results have increased. In the same way that
cross-linguistic research has led to a better understanding of how language affects development,
cross-modal research has led to a better understanding of how language is acquired. It has also
provided valuable evidence on the cognitive and social development of both deaf and hearing
children, excellent theoretical insights into how the human brain acquires and structures sign and
spoken languages, and important information on how to promote the development of deaf children.
This volume brings together the leading scholars on the acquisition and development of sign
languages to present the latest theory and research on these topics. They address theoretical as well
as applied questions and provide cogent summaries of what is known about early gestural
development, interactive processes adapted to visual communication, linguisic structures, modality
effects, and semantic, syntactic, and pragmatic development in sign. Along with its companion
volume, Advances in the Spoken Language Development of Deaf and Hard-of Hearing Children, this
book will provide a deep and broad picture about what is known about deaf children's language
development in a variety of situations and contexts. From this base of information, progress in
research and its application will accelerate, and barriers to deaf children's full participation in the
world around them will continue to be overcome.

water in asl sign language: Psychology Library Editions: Comparative Psychology Various
Authors, 2022-07-30 Psychology Library Editions: Comparative Psychology (16 Volume set) brings
together a number of titles which explore animal behaviour and learning, some in isolation but
mostly comparing it with human behaviour. Research in this area looks at many different issues,
using various methods and examines species from insects to primates. The series of previously
out-of-print titles, originally published between 1928 and 1997, with the majority from the 1970s and
1980s, includes contributions from many highly respected authors.

water in asl sign language: A to Z Sign with Me: Sign Language for the Alphabet Dawn
Babb Prochovnic, 2012-01-01 Story Time with Signs & Rhymes presents playful stories for
read-aloud fun! This rhythmic tale invites readers to chant along and learn American Sign Language
signs for each letter in the alphabet. Bring a new, dynamic finger-play experience to your story time!
Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Looking Glass Library is an
imprint of Magic Wagon, a division of ABDO.

water in asl sign language: Introduction to Scientific Psychology Henry D. Jr. Schlinger,
Alan Poling, 2013-11-21 We humans are faced with an interesting problem: That which we think we
un derstand the most-our own behavior-we probably understand the least. On the eve of a new
millennium. the planet is beset by a host of problems that are. for the most part. caused by human
behavior. Ironically. although it seems that the greatest impact of our behavior is on the planet and
its other inhabitants. we may actually be threatening our own future the most. For example. we have
caused untold harm to the air we breathe. to the water we drink. and. by exten sion. to much of the
food we eat. More important perhaps. we have created a so ciety in which. among other things.
many people are anxious and depressed. young women starve themselves. and alcohol and cigarette
use are responsible for hundreds of thousands of cases of illness and death every year. And humans
still murder one another at an astounding rate. while at the same time continu ing to affirm the
value of human life. At a time when it is critical that our chil dren become educated. more and more
children are not learning the basic skills they will need to think logically so that they can begin to
solve the world's problems. The question may be not Can the planet survive? but. rather. Can we
humans survive and change our own destructive actions? Although many scholars. philosophers.

water in asl sign language: The Routledge Companion to the Work of John R. Rickford
Renée Blake, Isabelle Buchstaller, 2019-09-17 This comprehensive collection is the first full
book-length volume to bring together writing focused around and inspired by the work of John




Rickford and his role in sociolinguistic research over the last four decades. Featuring contributions
from more than 40 leading scholars in the field, the volume integrates both historical and current
perspectives on key topics in Rickford’s body of work at the intersection of language and society,
highlighting the influence of his work from diverse fields such as sociolinguistics, stylistics, creole
studies, and language and education. The volume is organized around four sections, each
representing one of the fundamental strands in Rickford’s scholarship over the course of his career,
bookended by short vignettes that feature stories from the field to more broadly contextualize his
intellectual legacy: * Language contact from a sociolinguistic and sociohistorical point of view ¢ The
political ramifications of linguistic heterogeneity * The stylistic implications of language variation
and change * The educational implications of linguistic heterogeneity and social injustice Taken
together, The Routledge Companion to the Work of John R. Rickford serves as a platform to
showcase Rickford’s pioneering contributions to the field and, in turn, to socially reflective linguistic
research more generally, making this key reading for students and researchers in sociolinguistics,
creole studies, language and style, and language and education.
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