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Social Theory Roots and Branches: Exploring the Foundations and Expansions of Social Thought

Social theory roots and branches form the backbone of how we understand societies, human
interactions, and cultural dynamics. These theories are not just abstract ideas; they shape the way
we analyze social structures, behaviors, and changes over time. From the earliest philosophical
inquiries to contemporary frameworks, social theory offers a rich tapestry of insights that help us
decode the complexities of social life. Whether you're a student, researcher, or simply curious about
human society, diving into the roots and branches of social theory reveals the evolving nature of how
we interpret our collective existence.

The Roots of Social Theory: Foundations That Shaped
Social Thought

Understanding the roots of social theory means tracing back to the key thinkers and historical
contexts that gave birth to systematic social analysis. The roots provide the intellectual soil from
which diverse branches have grown, giving us a map of how social thought has developed.

The Enlightenment and Its Impact

The Enlightenment period in the 17th and 18th centuries laid crucial groundwork for social theory.
Thinkers like John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Adam Smith emphasized reason, individual
rights, and the social contract. These ideas challenged traditional authority, pushing for a more
rational and just society. The Enlightenment’s focus on human agency and progress shaped early
social theories that viewed society as something that could be understood, improved, and organized
rationally.

Classical Sociological Thinkers

Moving into the 19th century, the roots of modern social theory became more defined with figures
like Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile Durkheim. Each brought unique perspectives that still
influence contemporary thought.

- **Karl Marx:** Emphasized economic structures and class conflict as central to social change. His
analysis of capitalism and alienation remains foundational in critical social theory.

- *Max Weber:** Focused on ideas, culture, and bureaucracy. Weber introduced interpretive
sociology, highlighting the importance of understanding social action from the actor’s point of view.
- **Emile Durkheim:** Considered social facts as external forces shaping individual behavior,
emphasizing social cohesion and collective conscience.

These thinkers established key debates around structure and agency, economic determinism, and
cultural meaning that continue to fuel social theory discussions.



The Branches of Social Theory: Diverse Perspectives
and Frameworks

From these roots, social theory has branched out into a variety of approaches, each offering
different lenses to analyze society. These branches reflect the complexity and multidimensionality of
social life.

Structural Functionalism

Emerging in the early 20th century, structural functionalism views society as a complex system with
interconnected parts working together to maintain stability. It builds on Durkheim’s ideas about
social cohesion and shared values.

- Society is seen as an organism where institutions (family, education, government) perform
essential functions.

- Social order and consensus are emphasized over conflict.

- Critics argue that it overlooks social change and inequality.

This branch helps explain how societal norms and institutions contribute to social stability and the
maintenance of order.

Conflict Theory

Conflict theory stems largely from Marxist thought and focuses on power struggles and inequality
within society. It views social life as a competition for resources and dominance.

- Highlights class conflict, race, gender, and other forms of social inequality.
- Sees social change as driven by conflict rather than consensus.
- Encourages critical examination of social structures that perpetuate oppression.

Conflict theory’s emphasis on power dynamics makes it a vital tool for understanding systemic
issues and social justice movements.

Symbolic Interactionism

This branch shifts focus to micro-level social interactions and the meanings individuals attach to
their experiences.

- Developed by George Herbert Mead and Herbert Blumer.
- Explores how people create social reality through language, symbols, and daily interactions.
- Emphasizes subjective experience and agency.

Symbolic interactionism offers insights into identity formation, communication, and the social
construction of reality, enriching our understanding of everyday social life.



Feminist Social Theory

Feminist theory critiques traditional social theories for ignoring or marginalizing women’s
experiences. It explores how gender intersects with race, class, and sexuality to shape social
relations.

- Analyzes patriarchy, gender roles, and systemic inequalities.
- Advocates for gender equity and social transformation.
- Incorporates diverse perspectives including Black feminism, queer theory, and intersectionality.

This branch has significantly expanded social theory’s scope, challenging established norms and
broadening the analysis of power structures.

Postmodern and Poststructuralist Theories

Emerging in the late 20th century, these theories question the grand narratives and universal truths
proposed by classical social theories.

- Emphasize fragmentation, diversity, and the fluidity of identity.
- Critique concepts of objective knowledge and fixed social categories.
- Associated thinkers include Michel Foucault, Jacques Derrida, and Jean Baudrillard.

These perspectives encourage skepticism toward traditional explanations, highlighting how power
operates through discourse and knowledge production.

Why Understanding the Roots and Branches of Social
Theory Matters

Exploring social theory’s roots and branches is not merely an academic exercise—it’s a way to make
sense of the social world around us. Knowing these foundations helps us critically evaluate social
policies, cultural narratives, and institutional practices. It equips us to recognize the underlying
forces shaping social issues like inequality, identity, and globalization.

Moreover, the diversity of social theory branches reminds us that no single perspective can fully
explain society. By integrating insights from various theories, we can develop more nuanced and
effective approaches to social research, activism, and policy-making.

Tips for Engaging with Social Theory

- **Start with the classics:** Familiarize yourself with foundational thinkers like Marx, Weber, and
Durkheim to grasp core concepts.

- *Explore multiple perspectives:** Challenge yourself to understand contrasting theories such as
functionalism and conflict theory to appreciate different viewpoints.



- **Apply theories to real-world issues:** Use social theories to analyze current events, social
movements, or cultural phenomena to see their practical relevance.

- **Stay open to new ideas:** Social theory is dynamic; engage with contemporary debates and
emerging frameworks to keep your understanding fresh.

The Ever-Growing Tree of Social Theory

Social theory roots and branches continue to expand as society evolves. New challenges such as
digital technology, environmental crises, and global migration inspire fresh theoretical innovations.
Interdisciplinary approaches blend sociology with psychology, economics, and cultural studies,
enriching the landscape even further.

Ultimately, social theory is a living body of knowledge, growing from its rich past while branching
out into uncharted intellectual territories. It invites us all to think critically about the social world
and our place within it, encouraging a deeper appreciation of the forces that shape human life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main roots of social theory?

The main roots of social theory include classical philosophy, political economy, and early sociology,
with foundational contributions from thinkers like Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile Durkheim.

How do structuralism and post-structuralism relate to social
theory?

Structuralism and post-structuralism are branches of social theory that analyze the underlying
structures shaping society and culture; structuralism focuses on stable systems of meaning, while
post-structuralism critiques these structures and emphasizes fluidity and power dynamics.

What role does critical theory play within social theory
branches?

Critical theory, originating from the Frankfurt School, is a branch of social theory that critiques
society and culture to reveal power structures and aims to promote social change and emancipation.

How has social theory evolved from classical to contemporary
approaches?

Social theory has evolved from classical approaches centered on grand narratives and structural
analysis to contemporary approaches that incorporate postmodernism, feminism, intersectionality,
and globalization, reflecting more diverse and complex social phenomena.



Why is it important to understand the roots and branches of
social theory?

Understanding the roots and branches of social theory is important because it provides insight into
how societies function, change, and are structured, enabling a critical analysis of social issues and
informing effective social policies and practices.

Additional Resources
Social Theory Roots and Branches: An In-Depth Exploration

social theory roots and branches form the backbone of understanding human societies, their
structures, dynamics, and transformations. Rooted in centuries of philosophical inquiry and
empirical observation, social theory serves as a framework to decode the complex interplay between
individuals, institutions, and cultural norms. Tracing the origins and developments of social theory
unveils a rich tapestry of intellectual traditions that continue to shape contemporary sociological
thought and practice.

The Foundations of Social Theory: Historical and
Philosophical Roots

The roots of social theory extend deep into the Enlightenment era, where thinkers began to
systematically question traditional authority and sought rational explanations for social phenomena.
Early philosophers such as Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau laid
foundational concepts about the social contract, human nature, and governance, which would
heavily influence later sociological inquiry.

Moving into the 19th century, social theory became more empirical and scientific. Auguste Comte,
often credited as the father of sociology, coined the term “sociology” and advocated for
positivism—the idea that social phenomena should be studied through observable, scientific methods
akin to the natural sciences. This marked a critical shift from normative philosophy to systematic
analysis.

Simultaneously, Karl Marx introduced a critical perspective grounded in historical materialism,
emphasizing the role of economic structures and class struggle in shaping society. Max Weber
complemented this with his interpretive sociology, focusing on meaning, culture, and social action,
while Emile Durkheim concentrated on social facts and collective consciousness. Together, these
thinkers represent the classical roots from which various branches of social theory would diverge.

Exploring the Branches of Social Theory

Social theory branches into multiple schools of thought, each offering unique lenses through which
to analyze society. These branches often overlap but are distinguished by their foundational
assumptions, methodologies, and areas of focus.



Structural Functionalism

Emerging primarily through the work of Talcott Parsons and Robert K. Merton, structural
functionalism views society as a complex system whose parts work together to promote stability and
social order. It emphasizes institutions, norms, and roles as essential components that fulfill
necessary functions to maintain societal equilibrium.

Key features include:

e Focus on social structures and their functions
¢ Analysis of social stability and cohesion

e Critique: often criticized for overlooking social change and conflict

This branch laid the groundwork for understanding how social systems perpetuate themselves but
has been challenged by theories emphasizing power dynamics and social inequalities.

Conflict Theory

Rooted in Marxist thought, conflict theory foregrounds the role of power struggles, economic
inequality, and social conflict in shaping societies. It argues that social order is maintained not
through consensus but through domination and coercion by ruling classes.

Distinctive aspects include:

e Focus on class conflict and economic exploitation
 Analysis of social change as driven by conflict

e Inclusion of race, gender, and other forms of inequality in contemporary adaptations

While conflict theory provides critical insights into systemic inequalities, critics argue it may
overemphasize antagonism and underplay social cohesion.

Symbolic Interactionism

Developed from the ideas of George Herbert Mead and Herbert Blumer, symbolic interactionism
centers on micro-level social interactions and the meanings individuals attach to symbols, language,
and behavior. This branch highlights how social reality is constructed through everyday interactions.



Important characteristics:

e Focus on subjective meanings and identity formation
e Emphasis on agency and interpretation

e Methodological preference for qualitative research

Symbolic interactionism complements macro-level theories by illuminating the processes through
which individuals negotiate social structures.

Postmodern and Critical Theories

In the latter half of the 20th century, postmodern social theories questioned the grand narratives
and universal truths upheld by classical theories. Thinkers like Michel Foucault and Jean Baudrillard
emphasized power/knowledge relations, discourse, and the fragmentation of identity.

Critical theory, rooted in the Frankfurt School with figures like Theodor Adorno and Max
Horkheimer, seeks to critique and transform society by uncovering ideological domination and

promoting emancipation.

These branches are characterized by:

e Rejection of absolute truths and objective knowledge
e Focus on discourse, power, and cultural hegemony

e Interdisciplinary approaches blending sociology, philosophy, and cultural studies

Although sometimes criticized for theoretical abstraction, these perspectives have invigorated
debates on identity, media, and globalization.

Intersections and Evolution in Contemporary Social
Theory

Modern social theory increasingly recognizes the necessity of integrating multiple perspectives to
capture the complexity of contemporary societies. For example, feminist theory combines elements
of conflict theory and symbolic interactionism to analyze gendered power relations and identity
construction. Similarly, theories of globalization draw from classical and postmodern approaches to
understand transnational processes and cultural hybridity.



Technology and digital communication have also spurred new theoretical developments, such as
network theory and digital sociology, which examine how social ties and identities are reshaped in
virtual environments.

In comparative terms, traditional theories like structural functionalism may struggle to explain rapid
social change in digital societies, whereas critical and postmodern theories offer tools to critique
emerging power structures and surveillance practices. However, empirical grounding remains
crucial; thus, mixed-method approaches that blend qualitative and quantitative data are increasingly
valued.

Key LSI Keywords Integrated:

e Social structures and institutions

e Class struggle and economic inequality
e Symbolic interaction and social behavior
e Power dynamics and social change

e Critical theory and cultural hegemony

e Postmodernism and discourse analysis

¢ Globalization and identity construction

The Role of Social Theory in Understanding Society
Today

The enduring relevance of social theory lies in its ability to provide analytical tools that help decode
the intricate and often contradictory nature of social life. By tracing the roots and branches of social
theory, scholars and practitioners gain a multi-dimensional perspective that informs policy-making,
social interventions, and academic research.

For instance, understanding the structural foundations of inequality can inform social justice
initiatives, while insights from symbolic interactionism aid in designing community-based programs
that resonate with lived experiences. Furthermore, critical and postmodern perspectives challenge
prevailing narratives, encouraging reflexivity and openness to diverse voices.

In a rapidly changing world marked by technological innovation, migration, and environmental
crises, the adaptability and breadth of social theory remain vital. Its continued evolution underscores
an ongoing commitment to dissecting the mechanisms of power, culture, and identity that define
human societies.
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social theory roots and branches: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2008 The third edition of Peter
Kivisto's comprehensive collection of student-accessible, primary-source readings provides students
an opportunity to experience first-hand a broad range of orientations shaping sociological theory
today. Its seminal writings from key theorists were selected for their high degree of relevance and
accessibility to undergraduates. The readings help students make the connection across schools of
thought-revealing that theories are always about something--as well as demonstrating the roles
theories play in interpreting our social world. Brief, thought-provoking introductions frame each
article in a larger context and alert students to key points. These introductions serve as a useful road
map as students travel through the diverse views and continuing debates that make the study of
social theory an exciting adventure. These introductions also identify and explain central issues and
relationships among the topics covered.

social theory roots and branches: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2011 Featuring eighty-two
seminal writings, Social Theory helps students draw connections across different schools of thought.
Each reading is enhanced by a concise, thought-provoking introduction that highlights its key points
and frames it in a larger context. These introductions serve as a useful 'road map' for students as
they travel through the diverse views and continuing debates that make the study of social theory an
exciting adventure. The introductions also explain core issues and relationships among the topics
covered.

social theory roots and branches: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2013 Edited by Peter Kivisto,
this acclaimed collection of accessible primary source readings enables students to experience
firsthand a wide range of perspectives that are shaping current sociological theory. Now in its fifth
edition, Social Theory: Roots and Branches covers both classical theory (the roots) and
contemporary theory (the branches) and shows how they are linked. Part One features work from
such well-known classical theorists as Marx, Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel. It also presents
selections by theorists outside of the discipline and from writers who are often overlooked in
competing collections, including W. E. B. Du Bois, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Harriet Martineau.
Part Two offers readings that illustrate major contemporary theoretical approaches, ending with a
section on cutting-edge directions in theoretical discourse. Now featuring a revised and expanded
introductory chapter, this fifth edition offers seventeen new readings, including eight by theorists
who are new to this collection.

social theory roots and branches: Social Theory Peter ]. Kivisto, 2020 Revised edition of the
author's Social theory, c2013.

social theory roots and branches: Social Theory Peter Kivisto, 2003 Seventy selections
comprise this introductory sociological reader. Kivisto (Augustana College) has organized the
material into sections containing writings the founding figures of the discipline from 1840 to 1920
(roots) and contributions from the proliferations of schools that followed (branches

social theory roots and branches: Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft Keramatollah Rasekh, Der
Band stellt die grundlegende Frage uber den Zusammenhang zwischen Sozialstruktur und
politischen Beziehungen. Die Antwort ist wichtig im Hinblick auf die Hauptpramisse dieser
Untersuchung, einer Unterscheidung zwischen Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft und deren
unterschiedlichen Auswirkungen auf politische Beziehungen. Ziel ist es, durch eine vergleichende
Untersuchung der Strukturen von Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft aus konzeptioneller, theoretischer,
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sozialer und politischer Perspektive Aspekte herauszuarbeiten, die die Basis fiir eine Einfuhrung in
die politische Soziologie eines islamischen Landes (Iran) bilden konnen.

social theory roots and branches: Key Ideas in Sociology Peter Kivisto, 2010-05-13 The only
compact and portable book for undergraduate readers that links issues regarding post-modern
society to the ideas and individuals that gave rise to sociological thinking in the late 19th century.
Students too often learn about social theorists as unconnected with one another. Key Ideas in
Sociology shows how ideas developed by one theorist evolve and are further shaped by subsequent
theorists, reflecting on different historical circumstances. Peter Kivisto offers a genuinely integrated
view of the history of social thought, linking classical sociological ideas to today's thinking about
contemporary life. He shows how theorizing is not a dry, abstract exercise, but a practical human
necessity in the ongoing quest to understand and cope with our complex and ever-changing social
conditions.

social theory roots and branches: Social Theory Berch Berberoglu, 2017-01-06 Social
Theory provides a sophisticated yet highly accessible introduction to classical and contemporary
social theories. The author’s concise presentation allows students and instructors to focus on central
themes. The text lets theorists speak for themselves, presenting key passages from each theorist’s
corpus, bringing theory to life. The approach allows instructors the opportunity to help students
learn to unpack sometimes complex prose, just as it offers inroads to class discussion. Chapters on
Addams and early feminism, on Habermas and the Frankfurt School, on Foucault, and on
globalization and social movements round out contemporary coverage. The book presents and
explains key theories, just as it provides an introduction to central debates about them.

social theory roots and branches: Welcome to Social Theory Tom Brock, 2023-03-08 Welcome
to Social Theory is exactly what students want: a lucid and engaging introduction to social theory
that carefully uses images, examples and quotations to illustrate new ways of examining
contemporary social life. Tom Brock’s comprehensive and accessible style produces an indispensable
guide to social theory that examines the major theoretical traditions from Marxism through to
poststructuralism, and from feminism through to postcolonial theory, new materialism and
posthumanism. Welcome to Social Theory gives careful appraisal of classical ideas and debates in
social theory and traces their impact through discussion of major contemporary theorists - including
Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, Margaret Archer, Judith Butler, bell hooks,
Kimberlé Crenshaw, Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, Gayatri Spivak, Bruno Latour, Gilles Deleuze and
Rosi Braidotti. Social theory matters and this book shows why through relevant and compelling
examples, including the gig economy, everyday sexism, digital black feminism, animal and
environmental activism, stigma and discrimination against migrants, the need to decolonise the
sociology curriculum and many more. Welcome to Social theory is an indispensable text for
undergraduate students who are new to social theory. Dr. Tom Brock is a Senior Lecturer of
Sociology at Manchester Metropolitan University.

social theory roots and branches: Integral Conflict Richard J. McGuigan, Nancy Popp,
2016-04-22 Explores conflict through the lens of Integral Theory and provides a case study where
Integral conflict resolution techniques are highlighted. This book explores conflict through the
discerning lens of Integral Theory, applying Ken Wilber[Js AQAL model to a real-life case study, the
River Conflict. Coauthor Richard J. McGuigan was a mediator in this ongoing dispute over fishing
rights on the Fraser River in British Columbia, a situation where commercial, recreational, and First
Nations fishing interests clashed. Voices of the various stakeholders are featured prominently,
giving a vivid sense of a seemingly intractable situation. McGuigan and Nancy Popp set the stage for
their Integral analysis of the River Conflict, then move expertly through four chapters aimed at
understanding the conflict from the four dimensions of human experience: individual, collective,
interior, and exterior. The result is a powerful picture of just how [Jintegral[] conflict is. This
quadrant-by-quadrant analysis is well-punctuated by sidebar observations, insights, and tips for
conflict practitioners or students, giving readers new to Integral Theory additional support in
understanding and applying the AQAL model to their work.



social theory roots and branches: Encyclopedia of Social Theory George Ritzer, 2004-08-11
Click ‘Additional Materials’ for downloadable samples The Encyclopedia of Social Theory is an
indispensable reference source for anyone interested in the roots of contemporary social theory. It
examines the global landscape of all the key theories and the theorists behind them, presenting them
in the context needed to understand their strengths and weaknesses. Theories covered include ¢
Critical Theory ¢ Enlightenment ¢« Ethnomethodology ¢ Exchange Theory ¢ Feminism ¢ Marxist
Theory * Multiculturalism ¢« Phenomenology ¢ Postmodernism ¢ Rational Choice ¢ Structural
Fundamentalism Led by internationally renowned scholar George Ritzer, the Encyclopedia of Social
Theory draws together a team of more than 200 international scholars covering the developments,
achievements, and prospects of social theory from its inception in the 18th century to the present.
Understanding that social theory can both explain and alter the social world, this two-volume set
serves as not only a foundation for learning, but also an inspiration for creative and reflexive
engagement with the rich range of ideas it contains. Key Themes ¢ American Social Theory ¢ British
Social Theory » Comparative and Historical Theory ¢ Cultural Theory ¢ Economic Sociology *
Feminist Theory * French Social Theory * German Social Theory * Macrosociological Theories ¢
Marxist and Neo-Marxist Approaches * Method and Metatheory * Network and Exchange Theories ¢
Other/Multiple National Traditions ¢ Politics and Government ¢ Postmodern Theory ¢ Psychoanalytic
Theory ¢ Schools and Theoretical Approaches ¢« Symbolic Interaction and Microsociology ¢ Theorists
* Topics and Concepts in Social Theory Key Features « More than 300 entries from fourteen
countries ¢ Master Bibliography * Reader’s Guide ¢ Extensive biographical coverage of major
theorists ¢ Extensive cross-referencing

social theory roots and branches: The Social Theory of W.E.B. Du Bois Phil Zuckerman,
2004-02-20 W. E. B. Du Bois was a political and literary giant of the 20th century, publishing over
twenty books and thousands of essays and articles throughout his life. In The Social Theory of W. E.
B. Du Bois, editor Phil Zuckerman assembles Du Bois's work from a wide variety of sources,
including articles Du Bois published in newspapers, speeches he delivered, selections from
well-known classics such as The Souls of Black Folk and Darkwater, and lesser-known, hard-to-find
material written by this revolutionary social theorist. This book offers an excellent introduction to
the sociological theory of one of the 20th century's intellectual beacons.

social theory roots and branches: Universities and the Public Sphere Brian Pusser, Ken
Kempner, Simon Marginson, Imanol Ordorika, 2012-05-22 Universities have been propelled into the
center of the global political economy of knowledge production by a number of factors: mass
education, academic capitalism, the globalization of knowledge, the democratization of
communication in the era of the Internet, and the emergence of the knowledge and innovation
economy. The latest book in the International Studies in Higher Education series, Universities and
the Public Sphere addresses the vital role of research universities as global public spheres, sites
where public interaction, conversation and deliberation take place, where the nature of the State
and private interests can be openly debated and contested. At a time of increased privatization, open
markets, and government involvement in higher education, the book also addresses the challenges
facing the university in its role as a global public sphere. In this volume, international contributors
challenge prevalent views of the global marketplace to create a deeper understanding of higher
education's role in knowledge creation and nation building. In nearly every national context the
pressures of globalization, neo-liberal economic restructuring, and new managerial imperatives
challenge traditional norms of autonomy, academic freedom, access and affordability. The authors in
Universities and the Public Sphere argue that universities are uniquely suited to have transformative
democratic potential as global public spheres.

social theory roots and branches: Iron as Therapeutic Targets in Human Diseases Paolo
Arosio, Maura Poli, Raffaella Gozzelino, 2020-02-11 Iron is an essential element for almost all
organisms, a cofactor playing a crucial role in a number of vital functions, including oxygen
transport, DNA synthesis, and respiration. However, its ability to exchange electrons renders excess
iron potentially toxic, since it is capable of catalyzing the formation of highly poisonous free radicals.




As a consequence, iron homeostasis is tightly controlled by sophisticated mechanisms that have
been partially elucidated. Because of its biological importance, numerous disorders have been
recently linked to the deregulation of iron homeostasis, which include not only the typical disorders
of iron overload and deficiency but also cancer and neurodegenerative diseases. This leads iron
metabolism to become an interesting therapeutic target for novel pharmacological treatments
against these diseases. Several therapies are currently under development for hematological
disorders, while other are being considered for different pathologies. The therapeutic targeting
under study includes the hepcidin/ferroportin axis for the regulation of systemic iron homeostasis,
complex cytosolic machineries for the regulation of the intracellular iron status and its association
with oxidative damage, and reagents exploiting proteins of iron metabolism such as ferritin and
transferrin receptor. A promising potential target is a recently described form of programmed cell
death named ferroptosis, in which the role of iron is essential but not completely clarified. This
Special Issue has the aim to summarize the state-of-the-art, and the latest findings published in the
iron field, as well as to elucidate future directions.

social theory roots and branches: The Routledge Handbook of Gender Politics in Sport and
Physical Activity Gy6z6 Molnar, Rachael Bullingham, 2022-07-29 This progressive and broad-ranging
handbook offers a comprehensive overview of the complex intersections between politics, gender,
sport and physical activity, shining new light on the significance of gender, sport and physical
activity in wider society. Featuring contributions from leading and emerging researchers from
around the world, the book makes the case that gender studies and critical thinking around gender
are of particular importance in an era of increasingly intolerant populist politics. It examines
important long-term as well as emerging themes, such as recent generational shifts in attitudes to
gender identity in sport and the socio-cultural expectations on men and women that have
traditionally influenced and often disrupted their engagement with sport and physical activity, and
explores a wide range of current issues in contemporary sport, from debates around the contested
gender binary and sex verification, to the role of the media and social media, and the significance of
gender in sport leadership, policy and decision-making. This book is an authoritative survey of the
current state of play in research connecting gender, sport, physical activity and politics, and is an
important contribution to both sport studies and gender studies. It is fascinating reading for any
student, researcher, policy-maker or professional with an interest in sport, physical activity, social
studies, public health or political science.

social theory roots and branches: An Amish Paradox Charles E. Hurst, David L. McConnell,
2010-04-05 Winner, 2011 Dale Brown Book Award for Outstanding Scholarship in Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies. Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies at Elizabethtown College Holmes
County, Ohio, is home to the largest and most diverse Amish community in the world. Yet,
surprisingly, it remains relatively unknown compared to its famous cousin in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Charles E. Hurst and David L. McConnell conducted seven years of fieldwork,
including interviews with over 200 residents, to understand the dynamism that drives social change
and schism within the settlement, where Amish enterprises and nonfarming employment have
prospered. The authors contend that the Holmes County Amish are experiencing an unprecedented
and complex process of change as their increasing entanglement with the non-Amish market causes
them to rethink their religious convictions, family practices, educational choices, occupational shifts,
and health care options. The authors challenge the popular image of the Amish as a homogeneous,
static, insulated society, showing how the Amish balance tensions between individual needs and
community values. They find that self-made millionaires work alongside struggling dairy farmers;
successful female entrepreneurs live next door to stay-at-home mothers; and teenagers both
embrace and reject the coming-of-age ritual, rumspringa. An Amish Paradox captures the complexity
and creativity of the Holmes County Amish, dispelling the image of the Amish as a vestige of a
bygone era and showing how they reinterpret tradition as modernity encroaches on their distinct
way of life.

social theory roots and branches: Understanding Evil Keith Doubt, 2006 In Understanding




Evil, Keith Doubt uses the horrors of the recent war in Bosnia to develop meaningfully adequate
accounts of evil within the context of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Since the
foundationsof the social are found in human action, evil's assault on these foundations results in the
demise of the social. In Bosnia, not only were individuals, families, homes, and buildings destroyed,
but entire towns and cities wereobliterated. Not only were individual human beings murdered, but
so was the history and memory of vibrant communities. Crimes against humanity in Bosnia, Doubt
argues, were sociocidal; they were systematic attacks on social life itself. The book develops the
significance of sociocideas what evil is in order to understand the suffering and tragedy of the
people and communities in Bosnia.

social theory roots and branches: The EU's Eastern Neighbourhood Ilkka Liikanen, James
W. Scott, Tiina Sotkasiira, 2016-07-01 The collapse of the Soviet Union has had profound and
long-lasting impacts on the societies of Eastern Europe, the South Caucasus and Central Asia,
impacts which are not yet fully worked through: changes in state-society relations, a comprehensive
reconfiguration of political, economic and social ties, the resurgence of regional conflicts frozen
during the Soviet period, and new migration patterns both towards Russia and the European Union.
At the same time the EU has emerged as an important player in the region, formulating its European
Neighbourhood Policy, and engaging neighbouring states in a process of cross-border regional
co-operation. This book explores a wide range of complex and contested questions related to
borders, security and migration in the emerging European Neighbourhood which includes countries
of the Caucasus and Central Asia as well as the countries which immediately border the EU. Issues
discussed include new forms of regional and cross-border co-operation, new patterns of migration,
and the potential role of the EU as a stabilizing external force. The Open Access version of this book,
available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.

social theory roots and branches: The Changing Role of Women in Higher Education
Heather Eggins, 2016-10-11 This book sets out to examine the changing role of women in higher
education with an emphasis on academic and leadership issues. The scope of the book is
international, with a wide range of contributors, whose expertise spans sociology, social science,
economics, politics, public policy and linguistic studies, all of whom have a major interest in global
education. The volume examines the ways in which the leadership role and academic roles of women
in higher education are changing in the twenty first century, offering an up-to-date policy discussion
of this area. It is in some sense a sequel to the earlier volume by the same Editor, Women as Leaders
and Managers in Higher Education, but with very different emphases. The pressures now are to
respond to the demands of the technological age and to those of the global economy. Today there
are more highly qualified and experienced female academics, and more expectation of their gaining
the highest posts. Challenges still remain, particularly in terms of the top posts, and in equal pay.
The discussion of global policy issues affecting the role of women in higher education is combined
with country case studies, several of which are comparative. Together they examine and unpack the
particular situations of women in a wide range of higher education systems, from Brazil to the US to
Europe to Africa and the Far East, noting the shift towards more flexibility, more personal choice
and a greater acceptance by society of their abilities. This volume is a useful and influential addition
to published work in this area, and is aimed at the intelligent general reader as well as the scholar
interested in this topic.

social theory roots and branches: The Challenge of Minority Integration Peter A. Kraus,
Peter Kivisto, 2015-12-14 How is solidarity achieved in highly diverse societies - particularly those
that have been until recently characterized by rather homogeneous populations? What are the
implications of growing levels of diversity on existing social arrangements? These two fundamental
questions are explored in this edited collection, which examines the challenges of minority
integration in four Nordic countries: Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden. These nations
represent paradigmatic examples of social democratic welfare states that place a premium on a
robust package of social rights, combined with policies aimed at reducing levels of class-based



inequality and promoting gender equity. All four of these nations have witnessed growing levels of
diversity due to immigration and three of them have been forced to rethink their policies concerning
the indigenous Sami, as well as old minority groups. Two introductory chapters, by Thomas Hylland
Eriksen and Peter Kivisto, serve as a conceptual framework for the seven case studies that follow,
and which, from a variety of perspectives and with differing emphases, analyze the evolving realities
in these nations today. Taken together, they offer evidence of the critical issues surrounding
attempts to achieve solidarity while valorizing diversity.
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