tell the time in french

Tell the Time in French: A Friendly Guide to Mastering Hours and Minutes

tell the time in french is an essential skill for anyone keen on learning the language or planning to visit
a French-speaking country. Time-telling is not only practical but also a fascinating window into the
culture and rhythm of daily life in France and other Francophone regions. Whether you're scheduling a
meeting, catching a train, or simply chatting with a friend, knowing how to express time accurately in

French will boost your confidence and communication skills.
In this guide, we’ll explore the basics of telling time in French, including how to say hours, minutes,

and various expressions used in everyday conversations. Along the way, you’ll pick up useful

vocabulary and tips that make the process intuitive and enjoyable.

Understanding the Basics of Telling Time in French

When learning to tell the time in French, it’s important to grasp the fundamental structure of how hours
and minutes are expressed. Unlike English, French tends to use the 24-hour clock in formal contexts,

such as timetables or official announcements, but the 12-hour clock is common in casual speech.

The Word for “Hour” and “Minute”

The key words you’ll need are straightforward:

- **Heure** (feminine noun) means “hour.” Example: *Il est trois heures* (It is three o’clock).

- **Minute** (also feminine) means “minute.” Example: *Il est trois heures vingt* (It is three twenty).



When telling time, always remember to make **heure** plural by adding an “s” if the number of hours
is greater than one, e.g., *deux heures* (two hours), but it remains singular for one o’clock: *une

heure*.

Using “Il est” to Start the Time

In French, you always start telling the time with the phrase **Il est**, which literally translates to “It is.”

This is similar to the English “It is” when stating the time:
- *Il est midi* (It is noon)

- *Il est minuit* (It is midnight)

- *Il est cinq heures* (It is five o’clock)

Expressing Hours and Minutes

Once you master saying the hour, adding minutes to the time is the next step. French uses a simple

structure: after the hour, you add the number of minutes.

Minutes Past the Hour

To say minutes past the hour, just state the hour, then the minutes:

- *Il est deux heures dix* (It is 2:10)

- *Il est sept heures vingt-cing* (It is 7:25)

Notice that minutes are simply added after the hour with no conjunction needed.



Quarter Past, Half Past, and Quarter To

Just like English speakers use expressions such as “quarter past,” “half past,” and “quarter to,”

French has its own equivalents:

- **et quart** means “and a quarter,” or 15 minutes past the hour:

- *Il est trois heures et quart* (It is 3:15)

- **et demie** means “and a half,” or 30 minutes past the hour:

- *Il est cing heures et demie* (It is 5:30)

- **moins le quart** means “quarter to,” or 15 minutes before the next hour:

- *Il est six heures moins le quart® (It is 5:45, literally “six hours minus the quarter”)

These expressions are very common in everyday French and help sound more natural and fluent.

Talking About Time: Formal vs. Informal Usage

12-Hour Clock in Casual Speech

In conversations, especially among friends or in informal settings, the 12-hour clock is most commonly

used, typically without specifying AM or PM. Context usually clarifies the time of day:

- *Il est huit heures.” (It is eight o’clock. Could be 8 AM or 8 PM depending on context.)
To specify morning or evening, you can add:

- **du matin** (in the morning)

- **de I'aprés-midi** (in the afternoon)

- **du soir** (in the evening)



For example:

- *Il est huit heures du matin.* (It is 8 AM.)

- *Il est huit heures du soir.* (It is 8 PM.)

24-Hour Clock for Official Time

The 24-hour clock is widely used in timetables, transportation schedules, and official settings. It avoids

confusion and is straightforward:

- *Il est quatorze heures trente.* (It is 14:30, or 2:30 PM.)

- *Le train part a dix-neuf heures quinze.* (The train leaves at 19:15, or 7:15 PM.)

In this format, you simply say the hour as a number from 0 to 23, followed by the minutes.

Practical Tips to Master Telling Time in French

Practice Listening to French Time Expressions

One of the best ways to get comfortable with telling time in French is to listen to native speakers.
Watch French movies, listen to podcasts, or tune in to French radio stations. Hearing how time is

naturally spoken will help you internalize common phrases like *et quart* or *moins le quart®.

Use Real-Life Scenarios to Practice

Try incorporating telling the time into your daily routine. For example, when you look at the clock, say



the time out loud in French. If you have a French-speaking friend or tutor, ask them to quiz you or

discuss plans using French time expressions.

Remember the Gender and Plural Rules

Since **heure** and **minute** are feminine nouns, ensure you use the correct article and plural

forms. For example:

- *une heure* (one hour)
- *deux heures* (two hours)
- *une minute* (one minute)

- *cing minutes* (five minutes)

This attention to detail will improve your grammar and make your speech more polished.

Learn Time-Related Vocabulary

Building a solid vocabulary around time will enrich your ability to talk about schedules, appointments,

and durations. Some useful words include:

- **le matin** (morning)

- **I"aprés-midi** (afternoon)
- **le soir** (evening)

- **midi** (noon)

- **minuit** (midnight)

- **pendant** (during)

- **depuis™* (since)

- **a quelle heure** (at what time)



Exploring Cultural Nuances in French Time-Telling

Time in French culture carries subtle nuances. For example, punctuality is generally appreciated, but
social gatherings may have a more relaxed start time compared to some cultures. When someone
says a meeting is at *dix heures?, it’s usually expected you arrive on time, but a casual dinner

invitation at *huit heures* might start a bit later.
Also, you might encounter expressions like:

- **a I’heure pile** (exactly on the hour)

- **en avance™* (early)

- **en retard™ (late)

These phrases help describe timing with more precision in conversations.

Using Time Idioms and Expressions

As you become more fluent, you’ll notice French uses a variety of idiomatic expressions related to

time. For instance:

- **Il est grand temps** (It’s high time)
- **Perdre du temps** (To waste time)
- **Gagner du temps** (To save time)

- **C’est ’heure™* (It’s time)

Incorporating these into your speech adds color and authenticity.



Mastering how to tell the time in French opens the door to smoother conversations and a deeper
appreciation of the language’s rhythm. By practicing the vocabulary, understanding the cultural context,
and listening actively to native speakers, you will soon find yourself confidently saying the time in

French whether you’re planning your day or catching a train in Paris.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'What time is it?' in French?

You say 'Quelle heure est-iI?' to ask 'What time is it?" in French.

How do you tell the time in French using the 12-hour clock?

In French, you use 'heure' for hour and 'minute' for minute. For example, 3:15 is 'trois heures quinze'.

How do you express 'half past' the hour in French?

To say 'half past' an hour, you use 'et demie'. For example, 4:30 is 'quatre heures et demie'.

How do you say 'quarter past' and 'quarter to' the hour in French?
'Quarter past' is 'et quart' (e.g., 2:15 is 'deux heures et quart'), and 'quarter to' is 'moins le quart' (e.g.,

3:45 is 'quatre heures moins le quart').

How do you tell time in French using the 24-hour format?

French often uses the 24-hour clock, especially in formal contexts. For example, 14:00 is 'quatorze

heures' and 21:30 is 'vingt et une heures trente'.



Additional Resources

Tell the Time in French: A Detailed Exploration of Expressing Time in the French Language

tell the time in french represents a fundamental skill for language learners aiming to navigate
everyday conversations and practical situations effectively. Understanding how to articulate time in
French is not only essential for basic communication but also offers insights into the cultural and
linguistic nuances that distinguish French from other languages. This article delves into the

mechanisms, variations, and practical applications of telling time in French, providing a comprehensive

guide that integrates relevant linguistic concepts and learning strategies.

The Basics of Telling Time in French

At its core, telling the time in French involves specific vocabulary and grammatical structures that differ
notably from English. Unlike English, which often uses the 12-hour clock with “AM” and “PM”
distinctions, French traditionally employs the 24-hour clock format, especially in formal contexts such

as transportation schedules, official documents, and broadcasting.

Key Vocabulary and Phrases

Learning to tell the time in French begins with mastering essential terms:

e Heure(s) — hour(s)
e Minute(s) — minute(s)

e et — and (used to add minutes)



moins — minus (used to subtract minutes)

* midi — noon

¢ minuit — midnight

du matin, de I’aprés-midi, du soir — in the morning, afternoon, evening (used informally)

The basic construction for stating the hour is: Il est + [hour] + heure(s). For example, “Il est trois

heures” means “It is three o’clock.”

24-Hour vs. 12-Hour Clock Usage

In French-speaking countries, the 24-hour clock format (also known as “I’heure militaire”) is standard
in official and written communication. For instance, 14:00 corresponds to “quatorze heures” (two p.m.).
However, in informal spoken language, especially in France, the 12-hour clock is commonplace,
accompanied by time-of-day indicators like “du matin” or “du soir” to clarify whether it’'s morning or

evening.

This duality can be confusing for learners, but it also reflects cultural preferences. For example:

¢ Formal/Official Context: “Le train part a 18h30.” (The train leaves at 6:30 p.m.)

¢ Informal Speech: “Il est six heures et demie du soir.” (It’s half past six in the evening.)



Complexities in Expressing Time: Minutes and Fractions

French employs specific constructions to articulate minutes past or before the hour, which may

challenge learners due to their inversion compared to English.

Expressing Minutes Past the Hour

For minutes from 1 to 29 past the hour, the formula is:

Il est + [hour] + heure(s) + et + [minutes]

Examples:
¢ “|l est quatre heures et dix.” - It is 4:10.
e “|l est neuf heures et vingt-cinq.” — It is 9:25.

Expressing Minutes Before the Hour

For minutes between 31 and 59, French typically uses “moins” (minus) to indicate how many minutes

remain until the next hour. The structure is:

Il est + [next hour] + heure(s) + moins + [minutes]

Examples:



e “ll est cinq heures moins le quart.” — It is 4:45 (literally, five hours minus a quarter).

o “Il est sept heures moins dix.” - It is 6:50.

This method of expressing time is a unique feature that learners must adapt to, as it inverts the

perspective from English, focusing on the approaching hour rather than the elapsed minutes.

Special Terms: Quarter and Half Hours

French uses the terms “et quart” (and a quarter), “et demie” (and a half), and “moins le quart”
(minus a quarter) to indicate 15, 30, and 45 minutes respectively. These expressions are particularly

common in casual conversation and aid in fluency.

o “ll est deux heures et quart.” - It is 2:15.
o “|| est trois heures et demie.” — It is 3:30.
¢ “ll est six heures moins le quart.” — It is 5:45.

Regional and Cultural Variations

While the general rules for telling time in French are consistent, regional differences and cultural

practices influence usage.



Belgium, Switzerland, and Canadian French

In Belgium and Switzerland, the 24-hour clock is more rigorously applied in both written and spoken
forms. Canadian French, particularly in Quebec, tends to use the 12-hour clock more frequently in
speech, with clear use of “du matin,” “de 'aprés-midi,” and “du soir.” This variation highlights the

importance of context and locale when learning to tell time in French.

Formal vs. Informal Contexts

In formal written texts such as timetables, schedules, and official announcements, the 24-hour clock is
preferred due to its precision and clarity. Conversely, informal conversation leans towards the 12-hour
clock with time-of-day qualifiers. Mastery of both systems is crucial for comprehensive understanding

and effective communication.

Practical Applications and Learning Strategies

For language learners, the ability to tell the time in French is foundational, impacting daily interactions,

travel, and professional environments.

Integrating Time Expressions in Everyday Language

To internalize time-telling skills, learners should practice with real-life scenarios such as:

¢ Scheduling appointments: “Le rendez-vous est a dix heures trente.”

¢ Asking for the time: “Quelle heure est-il ?”



¢ Discussing routines: “Je me léve a six heures du matin.”

Regular exposure to authentic materials like French TV schedules, radio broadcasts, and public

transportation timetables can reinforce understanding of both 12-hour and 24-hour formats.

Technological Tools and Resources

Language apps and online platforms increasingly offer interactive exercises focused on telling time in
French, incorporating audio and visual aids to improve pronunciation and comprehension. Utilizing

these resources can accelerate learning and provide immediate feedback.

Comparative Perspective: Telling Time Across Languages

Comparing French time-telling conventions to those in English and other Romance languages reveals
both similarities and distinct features. For instance, Spanish also uses “menos” for minutes before the
hour, but Italian may differ in certain idiomatic expressions. Understanding these subtleties enriches

linguistic competence and cultural appreciation.

Challenges and Common Pitfalls

Learners often struggle with:

¢ Remembering to use “et” vs. “moins” correctly.

e Distinguishing between formal 24-hour time and informal 12-hour time.



¢ Pronouncing numbers and time-related vocabulary accurately.

Addressing these challenges requires targeted practice and exposure to native speakers.

The ability to tell the time in French extends beyond mere functionality; it embodies cultural norms and
language patterns that reflect the rhythm of daily life in French-speaking communities. Mastery of this
skill enhances conversational fluency and situational awareness, forming a vital component of

comprehensive language proficiency.
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tell the time in french: Learn French - Level 2: Absolute Beginner Innovative Language
Learning, FrenchPod101.com, Listen to audio lessons, while you read along! Buy or sample now!
Interactive. Effective. And FUN! Start speaking French in minutes, and learn key vocabulary,
phrases, and grammar in just minutes more with Absolute Beginner - French, a completely new way
to learn French with ease! Absolute Beginner - French will arm you with French and cultural insight
to utterly shock and amaze your French friends and family, teachers, and colleagues. What you get
in Absolute Beginner French: - 200+ pages of French learning material (330+ pages in landscape
view) - 25 French lessons: dialog transcripts with translation, vocabulary, sample sentences and a
grammar section - 25 Audio Lesson Tracks (over 6.5 hours of French lessons) - 25 Audio Review
Tracks (practice new words and phrases) - 25 Audio Dialog Tracks (read along while you listen) This
book is the most powerful way to learn French. Guaranteed. You get the two most powerful
components of our language learning system: the audio lessons and lesson notes. Why are the audio
lessons so effective? - powerful and to the point - twenty five 15-minute lessons - syllable-by-syllable
breakdown of each word and phrase so that you can say every word and phrase instantly - repeat
after the professional teacher to practice proper pronunciation - cultural insight and insider-only tips
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bi-lingual and bi-cultural hosts as they guide you through the pitfalls and pleasures of France and
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comprehension by reading the dialog transcript while listening to the conversation - grasp the exact
meaning of phrases and expressions with natural translations - expand your word and phrase usage
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Interactive. Effective. And FUN! Discover or rediscover how fun learning a language can be with the
future of language learning. And start speaking French instantly!
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the case only in a minority of accounts. More frequently, France serves as a backdrop to a project of
self-renovation in which transplantation to another country is incidental, hence the question ‘What'’s
France got to do with it?’ The book delves into what France represents in the various narratives, its
role in the self-transformation, and the reasons for the seemingly insatiable demand among readers
and publishers for these stories. It asks why these memoirs have gained such traction among
Australian women at the dawn of the twenty-first century and what is at stake in the fascination with
France.
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opportunity to practice their reading, writing and speaking skills in numerous oral and written
exercises, which include translations, suggestions for communicative activities with a partner, and
topics for written composition. A Complete French Grammar for Reference and Practice can be used
as a classroom text in intermediate and advanced courses, as well as for reference and self-study. It
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episode, you all should be able to comfortably and fluently tell the time in French. Telling the time in
French is just another step to accuracy in French. So, in this short read book, I've made available
some information including important vocabularies related to time telling in French just to help you,
and also some exercises to text your level of apprehension.
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within the larger national community. Alsatian regionalism however, was neither unitary nor
unifying, as Alsatians themselves were divided politically, socially, and culturally. The author shows
that the Janus-faced character of Alsatian regionalism points to the ambiguous role of regional
identity in both fostering and inhibiting loyalty to the nation. Finally, the author uses the case of
Alsace to explore the traditional designations of French civic nationalism versus German ethnic
nationalism and argues for the strong similarities between the two countries’ conceptions of
nationhood.

tell the time in french: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations, 1970

tell the time in french: Departments of Labor and Health, Education, and Welfare
Appropriations for 1970 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
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Interactive. Effective. And FUN! Start speaking French in minutes, and learn key vocabulary,
phrases, and grammar in just minutes more with Lower Beginner French, a completely new way to
learn French with ease! Lower Beginner French will arm you with French and cultural insight to
utterly shock and amaze your French friends and family, teachers, and colleagues. What you get in
Lower Beginner French: - 200+ pages of French learning material - 25 French lessons: dialog
transcripts with translation, vocabulary, sample sentences and a grammar section - 25 Audio Lesson
Tracks - 25 Audio Review Tracks (practice new words and phrases) - 25 Audio Dialog Tracks (read
along while you listen) This book is the most powerful way to learn French. Guaranteed. You get the
two most powerful components of our language learning system: the audio lessons and lesson notes.
Why are the audio lessons so effective? - 25 powerful and to the point lessons - syllable-by-syllable
breakdown of each word and phrase so that you can say every word and phrase instantly - repeat
after the professional teacher to practice proper pronunciation - cultural insight and insider-only tips
from our teachers in each lesson - fun and relaxed approach to learning - effortlessly learn from
bi-lingual and bi-cultural hosts as they guide you through the pitfalls and pleasures of France and
French. Why are the lesson notes so effective? - improve listening comprehension and reading



comprehension by reading the dialog transcript while listening to the conversation - grasp the exact
meaning of phrases and expressions with natural translations - expand your word and phrase usage
with the expansion section - master and learn to use French grammar with the grammar section
Interactive. Effective. And FUN! Discover or rediscover how fun learning a language can be with the
future of language learning. And start speaking French instantly!
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Matthew Adkins, 2013-11-29 This book traces the development of the idea that the sciences were
morally enlightening through an intellectual history of the secrétaires perpétuels of the French
Royal Academy of Sciences and their associates from the mid-seventeenth century to the end of the
eighteenth century. Academy secretaries such as Fontenelle and Condorcet were critical to the
emergence of a central feature of the narrative of Enlightenment in that they encouraged the notion
that the “philosophical spirit” of the Scientific Revolution, already present among the educated
classes, should guide the necessary reformation of society and government according to the ideals of
scientific reasoning. The Idea of the Sciences also tells an intellectual history of political
radicalization, explaining especially how the marquis de Condorcet came to believe that the sciences
could play central a role in guiding the outcome of the Revolution of 1789. Published by University
of Delaware Press. Distributed worldwide by Rutgers University Press.

tell the time in french: Capitalism and the Emergence of Civic Equality in
Eighteenth-Century France William H. Sewell, 2021-04-28 There is little doubt that the French
Revolution of 1789 changed the course of Western history. But why did the idea of civic equality—a
distinctive signature of that revolution—find such fertile ground in France? How might changing
economic and social realities have affected political opinions? William H. Sewell Jr. argues that the
flourishing of commercial capitalism in eighteenth-century France introduced a new independence,
flexibility, and anonymity to French social life. By entering the interstices of this otherwise rigidly
hierarchical society, expanded commodity exchange colored everyday experience in ways that made
civic equality thinkable, possible, even desirable, when the crisis of the French Revolution arrived.
Sewell ties together masterful analyses of a multitude of interrelated topics: the rise of commerce,
the emergence of urban publics, the careers of the philosophes, commercial publishing, patronage,
political economy, trade, and state finance. Capitalism and the Emergence of Civic Equality in
Eighteenth-Century France offers an original interpretation of one of history’s pivotal moments.

tell the time in french: Friending the Past Alan Liu, 2018-11-27 Can today’s society,
increasingly captivated by a constant flow of information, share a sense of history? How did our
media-making forebears balance the tension between the present and the absent, the individual and
the collective, the static and the dynamic—and how do our current digital networks disrupt these
same balances? Can our social media, with its fleeting nature, even be considered social at all? In
Friending the Past, Alan Liu proposes fresh answers to these innovative questions of connection. He
explores how we can learn from the relationship between past societies whose media forms fostered
a communal and self-aware sense of history—such as prehistorical oral societies with robust
storytelling cultures, or the great print works of nineteenth-century historicism—and our own
instantaneous present. He concludes with a surprising look at how the sense of history exemplified
in today’s JavaScript timelines compares to the temporality found in Romantic poetry. Interlaced
among these inquiries, Liu shows how extensive “network archaeologies” can be constructed as
novel ways of thinking about our affiliations with time and with each other. These conceptual
architectures of period and age are also always media structures, scaffolded with the outlines of
what we mean by history. Thinking about our own time, Liu wonders if the digital, networked future
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Treason and Other Crimes and Misdemeanors from the Earliest Period to the Year 1783,
with Notes and Other Illustrations, 1816
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tell the time in french: Falling for Science Sherry Turkle, 2011-09-30 Passion for objects and
love for science: scientists and students reflect on how objects fired their scientific imaginations.
This is a book about science, technology, and love,” writes Sherry Turkle. In it, we learn how a love
for science can start with a love for an object—a microscope, a modem, a mud pie, a pair of dice, a
fishing rod. Objects fire imagination and set young people on a path to a career in science. In this
collection, distinguished scientists, engineers, and designers as well as twenty-five years of MIT
students describe how objects encountered in childhood became part of the fabric of their scientific
selves. In two major essays that frame the collection, Turkle tells a story of inspiration and
connection through objects that is often neglected in standard science education and in our
preoccupation with the virtual. The senior scientists' essays trace the arc of a life: the gears of a toy
car introduce the chain of cause and effect to artificial intelligence pioneer Seymour Papert;
microscopes disclose the mystery of how things work to MIT President and neuroanatomist Susan
Hockfield; architect Moshe Safdie describes how his boyhood fascination with steps, terraces, and
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