
n word in sign language
**Understanding the "N Word" in Sign Language: Context, Sensitivity, and Communication**

n word in sign language is a topic that often sparks curiosity, confusion, and important discussions
about language, culture, and respect. Just like spoken or written language, sign language carries
nuances and social contexts that influence how words and concepts are conveyed. The "n word," a
historically charged and offensive term in English, presents unique challenges when it comes to sign
language interpretation and usage. In this article, we’ll explore what the "n word in sign language"
looks like, the cultural implications, and how sign language communities handle sensitive language
with care and respect.

The Complexity of the "N Word" in Sign Language

The "n word" is a deeply offensive racial slur in spoken English, laden with a painful history of
oppression and discrimination. In sign language, which is a visual-spatial language used primarily by
the Deaf community, words are expressed through handshapes, movements, facial expressions, and
body language. Because sign languages like American Sign Language (ASL) are natural languages
with their own grammar and lexicon, translating offensive or sensitive words requires an
understanding of both linguistic and cultural context.

When discussing the "n word in sign language," it’s important to recognize that sign language
interpreters and Deaf community members approach this term with caution. Unlike simply
fingerspelling the word letter-by-letter, which is possible but rarely done due to its offensive nature,
sign language users often avoid signing the term altogether or use alternative ways to convey the
meaning without repetition of the slur itself.

Why Is It Important to Handle the "N Word" with Sensitivity?

The "n word" carries a legacy of racism and violence. For many, even hearing the word or seeing it
represented visually can be hurtful or triggering. In sign language interpretation, professionals must
balance accuracy, respect, and the emotional impact on their audience. This sensitivity is reflected in
ethical guidelines for interpreters and in community standards.

Moreover, the Deaf community is diverse, including members who are Black, Indigenous, and people
of color (BIPOC), who may experience the weight of this term differently. Recognizing this diversity is
key to understanding why the "n word in sign language" is not just a linguistic issue but also a social
and cultural one.

How Is the "N Word" Signed or Represented?

One common misconception is that sign language has a direct, standardized sign for every English
word, including offensive slurs. This is not the case. In general, there is no universally accepted sign



for the "n word" because of its offensive nature and the cultural sensitivity surrounding it.

Fingerspelling the Word

If someone needs to reference the "n word" in a conversation or educational context, fingerspelling
each letter (N-I-G-G-E-R) is an option. Fingerspelling uses the manual alphabet to spell out words
letter-by-letter, which is common for proper nouns, technical terms, or words without a set sign.

However, fingerspelling the "n word" is often avoided unless absolutely necessary, such as in a direct
quote or academic discussion, because it can still be offensive or upsetting when signed.

Using Euphemisms or Alternative Signs

In many cases, signers substitute the slur with descriptions or euphemisms. For instance, they might
sign "the offensive racial slur" or "that word that starts with N" rather than fingerspelling the actual
word. This approach respects the feelings of the audience and maintains the flow of communication
without repeating harmful language.

In some educational or activist contexts, signers might combine signs that convey the meaning of
racism or hate speech without explicitly signing the slur. This method helps foster understanding
while avoiding harm.

Sign Language Interpreters and Ethical Considerations

Interpreters play a crucial role in mediating between spoken English and sign languages. When
encountering the "n word," interpreters must make quick ethical decisions. Their guiding principles
include:

- **Do No Harm:** Avoid causing unnecessary offense or emotional harm.
- **Accuracy:** Convey the speaker’s intent without adding personal bias.
- **Cultural Competence:** Be aware of the audience and community norms.

Some professional organizations, like the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID), provide
guidelines on handling offensive language. Interpreters may clarify with the speaker or audience if
unsure how to proceed and may use neutral descriptions or fingerspelling depending on the context.

Tips for Interpreters When Encountering the "N Word"

Assess the context: Is this a direct quote, a discussion about the word, or a casual use?
Context influences how the word should be handled.

Consider the audience: Is the audience likely to be offended or triggered by the sign? Adjust



accordingly.

Use euphemisms: When possible, replace the word with descriptive phrases.

Consult Deaf colleagues: When in doubt, seek input from experienced community members.

Maintain professionalism: Respect the dignity of all parties while staying true to the
message.

The Role of the Deaf Community in Addressing
Sensitive Language

The Deaf community is not monolithic; it includes people from various racial and cultural backgrounds
who bring different perspectives on language and identity. Conversations about the "n word in sign
language" are part of broader discussions about race, inclusivity, and social justice within the
community.

Many Deaf Black activists and educators work to raise awareness about racism and advocate for
respectful language use. They emphasize that while sign language is a powerful tool for
communication and expression, it also reflects societal attitudes and must evolve with increased
cultural understanding.

Educational Efforts and Resources

Schools for the Deaf, interpreter training programs, and community organizations often include
lessons on the history and impact of the "n word" and other racial slurs. These programs teach:

- The history behind the slur and why it remains offensive.
- How to handle sensitive language in interpretation and everyday conversations.
- Strategies for promoting respectful communication in ASL and other sign languages.

Additionally, online platforms and social media have become spaces where Deaf creators discuss and
educate about race, language, and identity, further enriching the conversation.

Why Understanding the "N Word in Sign Language"
Matters Beyond Just Words

Language is a reflection of culture, and sign language is no exception. How the "n word" is
approached in sign language reveals broader themes about inclusivity, respect, and historical
awareness in Deaf and hearing communities alike.

Recognizing the power of words—signed or spoken—helps foster empathy and promotes dialogue that



can lead to healing and understanding. Whether you are a Deaf individual, an interpreter, an
educator, or someone interested in sign language, appreciating the sensitivity around the "n word" is
a vital step toward more respectful and meaningful communication.

In everyday practice, this means choosing words—or signs—that uplift rather than harm, that educate
rather than divide. The conversation about the "n word in sign language" is ongoing, reflecting
evolving attitudes and a commitment to honoring the dignity of all people.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the 'N word' look like in sign language?
The 'N word' in American Sign Language (ASL) is fingerspelled using the letters N-W-O-R-D, as there is
no specific sign for the word itself.

Is it appropriate to use the 'N word' in sign language?
No, it is generally considered offensive and inappropriate to use the 'N word' in any form of
communication, including sign language.

Can the 'N word' be abbreviated or signed differently in ASL?
No, the 'N word' is typically fingerspelled in ASL because there is no established or accepted sign for
it; fingerspelling is used to communicate specific words.

Why is fingerspelling used for the 'N word' in sign language?
Fingerspelling is used because the 'N word' is a specific English term without a unique sign in ASL,
and fingerspelling allows signers to spell out words that don't have their own signs.

Are there alternative ways to discuss the 'N word' in sign
language without fingerspelling?
Yes, signers often use euphemisms or describe the context to avoid fingerspelling the offensive word
directly, especially in sensitive or educational settings.

How do Deaf communities approach the use of the 'N word' in
sign language?
Deaf communities, like the broader society, recognize the offensive nature of the 'N word' and
generally discourage its use, promoting respectful and inclusive communication.

Can learning about the 'N word' in sign language help with



understanding cultural sensitivity?
Yes, discussing how the 'N word' is handled in sign language can raise awareness about cultural
sensitivity, respect, and the importance of avoiding offensive language in all communication forms.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the "N Word" in Sign Language: Context, Controversy, and Communication**

n word in sign language is a subject that requires careful examination, particularly given the
complex social and cultural contexts surrounding the spoken and written use of this highly charged
racial epithet. Unlike spoken language, sign language relies on gestures, facial expressions, and body
language, making the representation of words—and especially controversial ones—less direct and
often more nuanced. Investigating how the "n word" is handled within various sign language
communities reveals important insights into language, identity, and the ethics of communication.

The Complexity of the "N Word" in Sign Language

The "n word" is a term deeply rooted in historical and racial sensitivities. It holds significant weight
and can be offensive or reclaimed depending on context and speaker intention. In spoken English, the
pronunciation and tone of this word carry strong emotional and social implications. When it comes to
sign language, especially American Sign Language (ASL) and other signed languages around the
world, the use and representation of this word are far less straightforward.

Sign languages are not direct translations of spoken languages; instead, they possess their own
grammar, syntax, and lexicons. This means that the "n word in sign language" cannot simply be
finger-spelled or signed as a direct equivalent without considering the cultural and ethical
implications.

Sign Language and Racially Sensitive Terminology

In many sign language communities, sensitive or offensive language is approached with caution. The
"n word," due to its historical context, is often avoided or replaced with alternative signs that convey
the intended meaning without using the explicit term. This approach aligns with the broader linguistic
principle of pragmatics, where the context and intent behind communication heavily influence word
choice.

Some signers might spell out the letters N-I-G-G-E-R or N-I-G-G-A in fingerspelling when quoting or
discussing the word academically or in specific storytelling contexts. However, fingerspelling this term
is generally frowned upon in everyday conversation due to its potential to offend and the importance
of cultural respect.



How the "N Word" is Signed in Different Sign
Languages

The representation of the "n word" varies across different sign languages, reflecting cultural
differences and community standards.

American Sign Language (ASL)

In ASL, the "n word" is most commonly fingerspelled when it is necessary to reference it directly, such
as in educational or historical discussions. ASL users rely heavily on context, facial expressions, and
body language to convey the gravity or emotional charge of the word. There is no unique sign for the
"n word" itself, which underscores the community's sensitivity toward the term.

British Sign Language (BSL) and Other Variants

Similarly, in British Sign Language and other regional sign languages, fingerspelling is the primary
method for spelling out the word. However, some communities may choose to avoid the term entirely,
opting instead for descriptions or euphemisms to maintain respect and avoid offense.

Non-English Sign Languages

In sign languages of other linguistic and cultural backgrounds, the concept of the "n word" may not
exist in the same form, especially where the racial history differs significantly. Consequently, direct
equivalents are rare, and discussions of such terms tend to occur via fingerspelling or through
descriptive phrases.

Ethical Considerations and Social Implications

The use of the "n word in sign language" raises important ethical questions about respect, identity,
and communication norms. Deaf communities, like hearing ones, are diverse and socially conscious,
often engaging in dialogues about the appropriate use of language.

Reclamation and Community Use

Within African American Deaf communities, there is evidence of the reclamation of the "n word,"
mirroring trends in spoken language. This reclamation can manifest in signed forms that integrate
particular facial expressions or stylized fingerspelling. Such usage is typically context-specific and
community-bound, illustrating the complexity of language as a living, dynamic social tool.



Potential for Miscommunication

One challenge with signing the "n word" lies in the potential for miscommunication, especially among
those unfamiliar with the cultural weight of the term. Deaf individuals outside of the cultural groups
most directly affected by the term may not fully grasp the sensitivity, leading to unintended offense.
This highlights the importance of cultural competence within and beyond Deaf communities.

Practical Guidance for Sign Language Users

Navigating the use of racially sensitive language in sign language requires awareness, respect, and
contextual understanding.

Avoid casual use: Given the offensive nature of the "n word," casual use in sign language is
discouraged.

Use fingerspelling carefully: Fingerspelling the term should be reserved for specific,
educational, or quoted contexts.

Respect community norms: Different Deaf communities may have varying attitudes toward
the term; it is crucial to follow local cultural norms.

Educate and inform: When teaching sign language, instructors should address the historical
and cultural weight of the "n word" and appropriate usage guidelines.

The Role of Technology and Media

With the rise of video platforms and social media, the visibility of sign language has increased
dramatically. This exposure brings both opportunities and challenges regarding sensitive language
use. Content creators and educators must navigate how to represent controversial terms like the "n
word" responsibly, balancing transparency and respect.

Comparing Spoken and Signed Representations of
Sensitive Words

The translation of racially charged words from spoken to signed language is not a simple process of
lexical transfer. Spoken language relies on vocal tone, inflection, and cultural context, while sign
language uses handshapes, movement, spatial grammar, and facial expressions to convey meaning
and emotion.

Where a spoken utterance might carry a certain tone or sarcasm, the equivalent in sign language
requires a combination of signs and nuanced non-manual signals. This complexity impacts how the "n



word" is expressed or withheld in signed communication.

Pros and Cons of Signed Representation

Pros: Signing the term in educational contexts can promote awareness and understanding of
racial issues within Deaf communities.

Cons: The potential for offense and misunderstanding is high, especially if the term is used
outside of appropriate contexts.

The balance between these factors influences how sign language users approach the "n word" in
everyday communication.

Conclusion: Language, Respect, and Evolving Norms

The discussion surrounding the "n word in sign language" is emblematic of broader societal
conversations about race, language, and respect. Sign language communities continuously negotiate
the boundaries of acceptable language, reflecting changing social attitudes and cultural awareness.

As sign languages evolve, so too will the ways in which sensitive terms like the "n word" are handled.
Understanding the historical context, respecting community standards, and fostering open dialogue
remain essential to responsible and empathetic communication within the Deaf community and
beyond.
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and gestural negation. Each contribution is situated with regards to major previous studies, thereby
offering readers insights on the current state of the art in research on negation and negative
polarity, highlighting how theory and data together contributes to the understanding of cognition
and mind.
  n word in sign language: Sign Language Phonology Diane Brentari, 2019-11-21 Surveys key
findings and ideas in sign language phonology, exploring the crucial areas in phonology to which
sign language studies has contributed.
  n word in sign language: Language Creation and Language Change Michel DeGraff, 1999
Research on creolization, language change, and language acquisition has been converging toward a
triangulation of the constraints along which grammatical systems develop within individual
speakers--and (viewed externally) across generations of speakers. The originality of this volume is in
its comparison of various sorts of language development from a number of linguistic-theoretic and
empirical perspectives, using data from both speech and gestural modalities and from a diversity of
acquisition environments. In turn, this comparison yields fresh insights on the mental bases of
language creation.The book is organized into five parts: creolization and acquisition; acquisition
under exceptional circumstances; language processing and syntactic change; parameter setting in
acquisition and through creolization and language change; and a concluding part integrating the
contributors' observations and proposals into a series of commentaries on the state of the art in our
understanding of language development, its role in creolization and diachrony, and implications for
linguistic theory.Contributors : Dany Adone, Derek Bickerton, Adrienne Bruyn, Marie Coppola,
Michel DeGraff, Viviane D�prez, Alison Henry, Judy Kegl, David Lightfoot, John S. Lumsden,
Salikoko S. Mufwene, Pieter Muysken, Elissa L. Newport, Luigi Rizzi, Ian Roberts, Ann Senghas, Rex
A. Sprouse, Denise Tangney, Anne Vainikka, Barbara S. Vance, Maaike Verrips.
  n word in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Theoretical and Experimental
Sign Language Research Josep Quer, Roland Pfau, Annika Herrmann, 2021-03-11 The Routledge
Handbook of Theoretical and Experimental Sign Language Research bridges the divide between
theoretical and experimental approaches to provide an up-to-date survey of key topics in sign
language research. With 29 chapters written by leading and emerging scholars from around the
world, this Handbook covers the following key areas: On the theoretical side, all crucial aspects of
sign language grammar studied within formal frameworks such as Generative Grammar On the
experimental side, theoretical accounts are supplemented by experimental evidence gained in
psycho- and neurolinguistic studies On the descriptive side, the main phenomena addressed in the
reviewed scholarship are summarized in a way that is accessible to readers without previous
knowledge of sign languages Each chapter features an introduction, an overview of existing
research, and a critical assessment of hypotheses and findings. The Routledge Handbook of
Theoretical and Experimental Sign Language Research is key reading for all advanced students and
researchers working at the intersection of sign language research, linguistics, psycholinguistics, and
neurolinguistics. Chapters 5, 18 and 19 of this book are freely available as a downloadable Open
Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.
  n word in sign language: On Relativization and Clefting Chiara Branchini, 2014-12-12 This
work is a contribution to our understanding of relativization strategies and clefting in Italian Sign
Language, and more broadly, to our understanding of these constructions in world languages by
setting the discussion on the theories that have been proposed in the literature of spoken languages
to derive the syntactic phenomena object of investigation.
  n word in sign language: Language by mouth and by hand Iris Berent, Susan Goldin-Meadow,
2015-05-11 While most natural languages rely on speech, humans can spontaneously generate
comparable linguistic systems that utilize manual gestures. This collection of papers examines the
interaction between natural language and its phonetic vessels—human speech or manual gestures.
We seek to identify what linguistic aspects are invariant across signed and spoken languages, and
determine how the choice of the phonetic vessel shapes language structure, its processing and its



neural implementation. We welcome rigorous empirical studies from a wide variety of perspectives,
ranging from behavioral studies to brain analyses, diverse ages (from infants to adults), and multiple
languages—both conventional and emerging home signs and sign languages.
  n word in sign language: Negative Concord: A Hundred Years On Johan van der Auwera,
Chiara Gianollo, 2024-11-18 The concept of ‘negative concord’ refers to the seemingly multiple
exponence of semantically single negation as in You ain’t seen nothing yet. This book takes stock of
what has been achieved since the notion was introduced in 1922 by Otto Jespersen and sets the
agenda for future research, with an eye towards increased cross-fertilization between theoretical
perspectives and methodological tools. Major issues include (i) How can formal and typological
approaches complement each other in uncovering and accounting for cross-linguistic variation? (ii)
How can corpus work steer theoretical analyses? (iii) What is the contribution of diachronic research
to the theoretical debates?
  n word in sign language: Race on the QT Adilifu Nama, 2015-04-15 Known for their violence
and prolific profanity, including free use of the n-word, the films of Quentin Tarantino, like the
director himself, chronically blurt out in polite company what is extremely problematic even when
deliberated in private. Consequently, there is an uncomfortable and often awkward frankness
associated with virtually all of Tarantino's films, particularly when it comes to race and blackness.
Yet beyond the debate over whether Tarantino is or is not racist is the fact that his films effectively
articulate racial anxieties circulating in American society as they engage longstanding racial
discourses and hint at emerging trends. This radical racial politics—always present in Tarantino's
films but kept very much on the quiet—is the subject of Race on the QT. Adilifu Nama concisely
deconstructs and reassembles the racial dynamics woven into Reservoir Dogs, True Romance, Pulp
Fiction, Jackie Brown, Kill Bill: Vol. 1, Kill Bill: Vol. 2, Death Proof, Inglourious Basterds, and Django
Unchained, as they relate to historical and current racial issues in America. Nama's eclectic fusion of
cultural criticism and film analysis looks beyond the director's personal racial attitudes and focuses
on what Tarantino's filmic body of work has said and is saying about race in America symbolically,
metaphorically, literally, impolitely, cynically, sarcastically, crudely, controversially, and brilliantly.
  n word in sign language: Formational Units in Sign Languages Rachel Channon, Harry van
der Hulst, 2011-10-27 Sign languages and spoken languages have an equal capacity to communicate
our thoughts. Beyond this, however, while there are many similarities, there are also fascinating
differences, caused primarily by the reaction of the human mind to different modalities, but also by
some important social differences. The articulators are more visible and use larger muscles with
consequent greater effort. It is difficult to visually attend to both a sign and an object at the same
time. Iconicity is more systematic and more available in signs. The body, especially the face, plays a
much larger role in sign. Sign languages are more frequently born anew as small groups of deaf
people come together in villages or schools. Sign languages often borrow from the written form of
the surrounding spoken language, producing fingerspelling alphabets, character signs, and related
signs. This book examines the effects of these and other differences using observation,
experimentation and theory. The languages examined include Asian, Middle Eastern, European and
American sign languages, and language situations include home signers and small village signers,
children, gesturers, adult signers, and non-native signers.
  n word in sign language: Linguistic Evidence Stephan Kepser, Marga Reis, 2008-08-22 The
renaissance of corpus linguistics and promising developments in experimental linguistic techniques
in recent years have led to a remarkable revival of interest in issues of the empirical base of
linguistic theory in general, and the status of different kinds of linguistic evidence in particular.
Consensus is growing (a) that even so-called primary data (from introspection as well as authentic
language production) are inherently complex performance data only indirectly reflecting the subject
of linguistic theory, (b) that for an appropriate foundation of linguistic theories evidence from
different sources such as introspective data, corpus data, data from (psycho-)linguistic experiments,
historical and diachronic data, typological data, neurolinguistic data and language learning data are
not only welcome but also often necessary. It is in particular by contrasting evidence from different



sources with respect to particular research questions that we may gain a deeper understanding of
the status and quality of the individual types of linguistic evidence on the one hand, and of their
mutual relationship and respective weight on the other. The present volume is a collection of
(selected) papers presented at the conference on 'Linguistic Evidence' in Tübingen 2004, which was
explicitly devoted to the above issues. All of them address these issues in relation to specific
linguistic research problems, thereby helping to establish a better understanding of the nature of
linguistic evidence in particularly insightful ways.
  n word in sign language: Signs, Language, and Culture: The Semograms of the Pyramid
Texts between Iconicity and Referential Reality Josep Cervelló Autuori, Marc Orriols-Llonch,
2025-04-17 The signs of Egyptian hieroglyphic writing are pictograms, i.e. images that represent
beings and objects of reality. The main characteristic of pictograms is their iconicity. An icon
conveys meaning through the image, which distinctly refers to a real referent by depicting several of
its defining features. This volume focuses on semograms, which are lexical or semantic pictograms,
meaning the image itself participates directly in the encoding of the linguistic message. The Pyramid
Texts of the late 3rd millennium BCE constitute the oldest corpus of funerary texts in Egyptian and
human history. Their semograms iconically reflect cultural realities of Old Kingdom Egypt and
perhaps earlier. The studies you will find in this book are devoted to the dialectics between text,
sign, iconicity, and referential reality.
  n word in sign language: The Linguistics of British Sign Language Rachel Sutton-Spence,
Bencie Woll, 1999-03-18 This is the first detailed explanation of the way British Sign Language
works and is the product of many years' experience of research and teaching sign linguistics to deaf
and hearing people. It assumes no previous knowledge of linguistics or sign language, and is not
structured around traditional headings such as phonology, morphology and syntax. Instead it is set
out in such a way as to help learners and their teachers understand the linguistic principles behind
the language. There are sections on BSL grammar and also on the use of BSL, including social
acceptability in signing, variation, and poetry and humour in BSL. Technical terms and linguistic
jargon are kept to a minimum, and the text contains many examples from English, BSL, and other
spoken and sign languages. The book is amply illustrated and contains exercises, as well as a
reading list for further study. An accompanying 90-minute DVD is available from Talk With Sign
Books. To find out more, visit
http://www.talkwithsign.com/linguistics-british-sign-language-p-741.html.
  n word in sign language: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll, 1988-02-26 The
discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent indeed. This book
provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly of the deaf
community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists, linguists and
professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have developed for
themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of abstract
communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the history of
sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition of deaf
children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence, change
over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken languages
and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the
applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.
  n word in sign language: The Behavior of Social Justice Natalie Parks, Francesca Barbieri,
Ryan Sain, Shawn Thomas Capell, Beverly Kirby, 2024-10-01 This seminal work utilizes the
principles of applied behavior analysis (ABA) to understand people’s actions. It provides a



framework for the study of social injustices that moves beyond just condemning others for their
oppressive behaviors, outlining solutions that help work towards a more socially just society. Divided
across three main sections, the book outlines the basic principles of applied behavior analysis,
considers key tenets of social justice work, and examines how social justice work can be carried out
on an individual and a wider institutional level. The first section focuses on the principles of behavior
and how it expounds on the causes, reasons, and purposes behind one’s actions. The subsequent
sections pay particular attention to how prejudice, stereotypes, and bias play out in society, and how
prejudices and biases make us more likely to participate in social injustices. The third section
provides a behavioral description of various -isms and discusses the difference between -isms and
individual behaviors, before exploring common -isms. The book concludes with an analysis of the
reasons behind their persistence, followed by solutions that can be embraced by people. Packed with
case studies and reflective questions, The Behavior of Social Justice is an essential reading for
students and scholars of behavioral sciences, psychology, sociology and education, as well as
academics and researchers interested in the study of social justice.
  n word in sign language: A Pocket Dictionary of the English Language Noah Webster,
1870
  n word in sign language: Sign Language of the Deaf I. M. Schlesinger, Lila Namir,
2014-05-10 Sign Language of the Deaf: Psychological, Linguistic, and Sociological Perspectives
provides information pertinent to the psychological, educational, social, and linguistic aspects of
sign language. This book presents the development in the study of sign language. Organized into
four parts encompassing 10 chapters, this book begins with an overview of the fascinating account
of sign language acquisition by small children. This text then explores the grammar of sign language
and discusses the linguistic status of natural and contrived sign languages. Other chapters consider
the many peculiarities of the lexicon and grammar of sign language, and its differences in such
respects from oral language. This book discusses as well sign language from the angle of
psycholinguistics. The final chapter deals with the educational implications of the use of sign
language. This book is a valuable resource for linguists and psycholinguists. Readers who are
interested in sign language will also find this book useful.
  n word in sign language: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith
Allan, 2018-11-08 This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and
describe tabooed words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. In
general, taboo is defined as a proscription of behaviour for a specific community, time, and context.
In terms of language, taboo applies to instances of language behaviour: the use of certain words in
certain contexts. The existence of linguistic taboos and their management lead to the censoring of
behaviour and, as a consequence, to language change and development. Chapters in this volume
explore the multiple types of tabooed language from a variety of perspectives, such as
sociolinguistics, anthropology, philosophy, psychology, historical linguistics, and neurolinguistics,
and with reference to fields such as law, publishing, politics, and advertising. Topics covered include
impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation of tabooed words, and
the use of taboo in banter and comedy.
  n word in sign language: Simplified Signs: A Manual Sign-Communication System for
Special Populations, Volume 1. John D. Bonvillian, Nicole Kissane Lee, Tracy T. Dooley, Filip T.
Loncke, 2020-07-30 Simplified Signs presents a system of manual sign communication intended for
special populations who have had limited success mastering spoken or full sign languages. It is the
culmination of over twenty years of research and development by the authors. The Simplified Sign
System has been developed and tested for ease of sign comprehension, memorization, and formation
by limiting the complexity of the motor skills required to form each sign, and by ensuring that each
sign visually resembles the meaning it conveys. Volume 1 outlines the research underpinning and
informing the project, and places the Simplified Sign System in a wider context of sign usage,
historically and by different populations. Volume 2 presents the lexicon of signs, totalling
approximately 1000 signs, each with a clear illustration and a written description of how the sign is



formed, as well as a memory aid that connects the sign visually to the meaning that it conveys. While
the Simplified Sign System originally was developed to meet the needs of persons with intellectual
disabilities, cerebral palsy, autism, or aphasia, it may also assist the communication needs of a wider
audience – such as healthcare professionals, aid workers, military personnel , travellers or parents,
and children who have not yet mastered spoken language. The system also has been shown to
enhance learning for individuals studying a foreign language. Lucid and comprehensive, this work
constitutes a valuable resource that will enhance the communicative interactions of many different
people, and will be of great interest to researchers and educators alike.
  n word in sign language: Elements of the German Language Elias Peissner, 1875
  n word in sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas,
2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.
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