the royal college of psychiatrists

The Royal College of Psychiatrists: Championing Mental Health Excellence

the royal college of psychiatrists stands as a cornerstone institution in the field of
mental health in the United Kingdom and beyond. Established to advance psychiatric
practice, education, and research, this prestigious organization plays a vital role in
shaping the standards and future of mental healthcare. Whether you’re a medical
professional, student, or someone interested in mental health advocacy, understanding the
Royal College of Psychiatrists and its multifaceted work offers invaluable insights into the
world of psychiatry.

The Role and Mission of the Royal College of
Psychiatrists

At its core, the Royal College of Psychiatrists is dedicated to improving the lives of people
affected by mental illness. It does so by setting high professional standards for
psychiatrists, offering robust training programs, and fostering groundbreaking research.
The college is also deeply involved in public education and policy advocacy, ensuring that
mental health issues receive the attention and resources they deserve.

Setting Professional Standards and Training

One of the key functions of the Royal College of Psychiatrists is to establish the criteria
and qualifications necessary for psychiatrists to practice safely and effectively. This
involves overseeing rigorous postgraduate training programs, conducting exams, and
accrediting psychiatric services. Trainees undergo a structured curriculum that balances
clinical experience with academic study, ensuring they are well-prepared to diagnose and
treat a wide range of mental health conditions.

Moreover, continuous professional development is emphasized. Psychiatrists must engage
in lifelong learning to keep pace with evolving medical knowledge, novel therapies, and
emerging challenges such as the mental health impacts of digital technology or global
crises.

Advancing Psychiatric Research

The Royal College of Psychiatrists also champions psychiatric research as a vital avenue to
better understand mental illnesses and develop innovative treatments. Through its support
for research grants, conferences, and publications, the college fosters collaboration
between clinicians, scientists, and policymakers.

Research areas supported by the college often include mood disorders, schizophrenia,



dementia, child and adolescent psychiatry, and the social determinants of mental health,
among others. By promoting evidence-based practices, the college helps ensure that
patients receive care grounded in the latest scientific discoveries.

Membership and Community Engagement

Becoming a member of the Royal College of Psychiatrists is a significant milestone for
many psychiatrists. The college offers various membership categories, including for
trainees, consultants, and even international psychiatrists. Membership is not just a
professional badge; it connects individuals to a vibrant community dedicated to mental
health excellence.

Benefits of Membership

Members gain access to a wealth of resources including journals, guidelines, educational
events, and networking opportunities. The college also provides platforms for members to
influence national mental health policies and participate in committees that shape
psychiatric practice.

Importantly, the Royal College of Psychiatrists fosters a supportive environment that
encourages mentorship and peer collaboration. This community aspect helps reduce
professional isolation and promotes shared learning.

Public Outreach and Advocacy

Beyond serving its members, the Royal College of Psychiatrists actively engages with the
public to raise awareness about mental health issues. The college runs campaigns aimed
at reducing stigma, improving access to services, and educating people about recognizing
mental illness.

It also advises government bodies on mental health legislation, funding, and service
delivery. By bridging the gap between clinical expertise and policymaking, the college
plays a crucial role in shaping a mental health system that is responsive to the needs of
diverse populations.

Educational Resources and Publications

The Royal College of Psychiatrists produces a wide array of educational materials tailored
to different audiences. These include clinical guidelines, textbooks, online courses, and
patient information leaflets.



Clinical Guidelines and Standards

One of the college’s most important contributions is its development of evidence-based
clinical guidelines. These documents provide psychiatrists and other healthcare providers
with recommendations on best practices for diagnosis, treatment, and management of
mental health disorders. They are regularly updated to reflect new research findings and
clinical innovations.

Journals and Research Publications

The college publishes several renowned journals that disseminate original research,
reviews, and expert commentary. These publications are vital for keeping mental health
professionals informed about the latest advances and debates in psychiatry.

Educational Events and Training Workshops

Recognizing the importance of continuous learning, the Royal College of Psychiatrists
organizes conferences, seminars, and workshops. These events not only offer professional
development credits but also serve as forums for sharing ideas and networking with peers
from around the world.

Impact on Mental Health Policy and Society

The influence of the Royal College of Psychiatrists extends far beyond clinical settings. Its
expert advice helps shape national and regional mental health strategies, influencing
funding priorities, service design, and legal frameworks.

Collaborations with Government and NGOs

The college works closely with health departments, social services, and non-governmental
organizations to promote integrated approaches to mental health care. This collaboration
ensures that mental health is considered in broader public health initiatives and social
policies.

Addressing Contemporary Challenges

In recent years, the Royal College of Psychiatrists has focused on emerging issues such as
the mental health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, digital addiction, and inequalities in
access to care. Its leadership in these areas helps direct resources and attention to where
they are most needed.



How the Royal College of Psychiatrists Shapes
Future Generations

Looking to the future, the Royal College of Psychiatrists remains committed to nurturing
the next generation of mental health professionals. It actively promotes diversity and
inclusion within psychiatry, encouraging applicants from varied backgrounds to join the
field.

The college also invests in innovative training methods, including simulation-based
learning and digital platforms, making psychiatric education more accessible and
effective.

By fostering a culture of curiosity, compassion, and scientific rigor, the Royal College of
Psychiatrists ensures that mental healthcare continues to improve, benefiting patients and
society as a whole.

Understanding the Royal College of Psychiatrists offers a window into the dynamic and
evolving world of mental health care. Its dedication to education, research, advocacy, and
professional excellence underscores the importance of psychiatry in modern medicine.
Whether through training tomorrow’s experts or influencing policy today, the college’s
work resonates deeply with anyone invested in mental well-being.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Royal College of Psychiatrists?

The Royal College of Psychiatrists is the professional body responsible for education,
training, and setting standards in psychiatry in the United Kingdom.

When was the Royal College of Psychiatrists
established?

The Royal College of Psychiatrists was established in 1971, evolving from earlier
psychiatric organizations.

What are the main functions of the Royal College of
Psychiatrists?

Its main functions include setting training standards, conducting examinations, promoting
research, and providing guidance on mental health policy and practice.



How does the Royal College of Psychiatrists support
mental health professionals?

The College offers professional development resources, training programs, certification,
research funding, and advocacy to support psychiatrists and mental health practitioners.

Can international psychiatrists join the Royal College of
Psychiatrists?

Yes, international psychiatrists can apply for membership or fellowship, provided they
meet the College's eligibility criteria and professional standards.

What role does the Royal College of Psychiatrists play in
public mental health awareness?

The College engages in public education campaigns, provides expert advice to
policymakers, and promotes mental health awareness to reduce stigma and improve
services.

Additional Resources
The Royal College of Psychiatrists: An In-Depth Professional Review

the royal college of psychiatrists stands as a pivotal institution in the landscape of
mental health care and psychiatric education in the United Kingdom. Established to
advance the science, education, and practice of psychiatry, this professional body has
shaped the training of psychiatrists and influenced national mental health policies for
decades. This article explores the college’s role, its organizational structure, educational
framework, and its ongoing contribution to psychiatric practice and research, providing a
nuanced understanding of its significance within the broader medical community.

Historical Context and Organizational Overview

Founded in 1971, the Royal College of Psychiatrists evolved from earlier psychiatric
societies with the primary mission to standardize psychiatric training and uphold
professional excellence. It operates as the principal professional membership organization
for psychiatrists in the UK, with a membership exceeding 18,000, including both
consultants and trainees.

The college functions under a council elected by its members and is headquartered in
London. It maintains a robust governance model that ensures ethical standards,
professional development, and advocacy are central to its operations. With a strong
commitment to evidence-based psychiatry, the college has positioned itself as a key
influencer in mental health care policy, bridging clinical practice with public health
imperatives.



Educational and Training Framework

One of the core pillars of the royal college of psychiatrists is its rigorous educational
program designed to produce competent, confident psychiatrists capable of handling
complex mental health challenges. The college administers the Membership of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists (MRCPsych) examinations, which are essential qualifications for
psychiatrists in training.

MRCPsych Examinations and Curriculum

The MRCPsych exams consist of multiple written papers and clinical assessments that
evaluate candidates on a broad spectrum of psychiatric knowledge, including general
adult psychiatry, child and adolescent psychiatry, forensic psychiatry, and psychotherapy.
The curriculum emphasizes not only diagnostic skills but also communication, ethical
considerations, and multidisciplinary teamwork.

The college continuously updates its syllabus to reflect advancements in psychiatric
research and evolving treatment modalities such as neuropsychiatry,
psychopharmacology, and psychosocial interventions. This dynamic approach ensures that
psychiatrists trained under its auspices are well-prepared to meet contemporary clinical
demands.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD)

Beyond initial training, the Royal College of Psychiatrists promotes lifelong learning
through structured CPD programs. These initiatives help members stay abreast of new
research findings, technological innovations, and emerging mental health trends. The CPD
framework incorporates workshops, conferences, online modules, and peer-reviewed
journal access, fostering an environment of continuous improvement and reflective
practice.

Research, Policy Influence, and Public
Engagement

The college’s influence extends beyond education into research advocacy and public
mental health awareness. It actively supports psychiatric research by facilitating funding

opportunities, promoting collaboration among academic institutions, and disseminating
research findings through its publications.

Shaping Mental Health Policy



The Royal College of Psychiatrists is a prominent voice in UK mental health policy debates.
It produces position statements and consultation responses on topics ranging from suicide
prevention and mental health law reform to service provision and stigma reduction. Its
expert recommendations are often sought by government bodies, NHS trusts, and
international organizations, underscoring its authoritative role.

Public Education and Stigma Reduction

Recognizing the importance of public understanding of mental health, the college
undertakes initiatives aimed at increasing mental health literacy and combating stigma.
Campaigns, informational resources, and media engagement are key tools used to educate
the public and promote early intervention strategies.

Membership Benefits and Professional Support

For psychiatrists, joining the royal college of psychiatrists offers numerous professional
advantages. Membership provides access to specialized resources, networking
opportunities, and career development support.

e Access to Journals and Research: Members receive subscriptions to leading
psychiatric journals, including the British Journal of Psychiatry, enabling them to stay
current with scientific advancements.

e Professional Guidance: The college offers ethical guidance, mentorship programs,
and support for complex clinical and legal issues encountered in practice.

¢ Global Networking: Through conferences and online communities, members
connect with peers internationally, fostering knowledge exchange and collaborative
research.

¢ Leadership Opportunities: Active members can participate in committees,
contribute to policy development, and influence the future direction of psychiatric
practice.

Challenges and Critiques

Like any major professional body, the Royal College of Psychiatrists faces its share of
challenges. One key area of critique involves the balance between traditional psychiatric
models and the growing emphasis on holistic, patient-centered care, including integration
with social and psychological perspectives.

Some mental health advocates argue that the college could do more to incorporate diverse



approaches such as trauma-informed care and cultural psychiatry into its core training
programs. Additionally, the evolving landscape of digital mental health raises questions
about how adequately the college prepares psychiatrists for telepsychiatry and emerging
technologies.

Furthermore, there are ongoing discussions about accessibility and inclusivity within the
college’s membership and leadership structures, aiming to reflect the diversity of the UK
population more accurately and address health inequalities.

Comparative Perspective: International
Psychiatric Organizations

When compared to other psychiatric bodies internationally, such as the American
Psychiatric Association (APA) or the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of
Psychiatrists (RANZCP), the Royal College of Psychiatrists shares many similarities in its
mission and functions but also displays unique characteristics shaped by the UK’s health
system.

For instance, the college’s close alignment with the National Health Service (NHS)
facilitates a direct impact on national health policy, which contrasts with the more
independent model seen in the US. The MRCPsych qualification is also recognized
internationally, often serving as a benchmark for psychiatric training in Commonwealth
countries.

Future Directions and Innovations

Looking ahead, the Royal College of Psychiatrists is poised to embrace several
transformative trends within psychiatry. These include a stronger focus on personalized
medicine, incorporating genetic and neuroimaging data to tailor treatments, and
expanding the role of digital tools in diagnosis and therapy.

The college is also investing in initiatives to improve mental health services in
underserved communities and to address workforce shortages, particularly in child and
adolescent psychiatry. Such efforts reflect a commitment to both innovation and equity in
mental health care delivery.

As mental health becomes an increasingly prominent public health priority worldwide, the

royal college of psychiatrists continues to adapt and lead, fostering a well-trained
psychiatric workforce capable of meeting the complex needs of modern society.
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the royal college of psychiatrists: The British Anti-Psychiatrists Oisin Wall, 2017-09-13 The
British anti-psychiatric group, which formed around R.D. Laing, David Cooper, and Aaron Esterson
in the 1960s, burned bright, but briefly, and has left a long legacy. This book follows their practical,
social, and theoretical trajectory away from the structured world of institutional psychiatry and into
the social chaos of the counter-culture. It explores the rapidly changing landscape of British
psychiatry in the mid-Twentieth Century and the apparently structureless organisation of the part of
the counter-culture that clustered around the anti-psychiatrists, including the informal power
structures that it produced. The book also problematizes this trajectory, examining how the
anti-psychiatrists distanced themselves from institutional psychiatry while building links with some
of the most important people in post-war psychiatry and psychoanalysis. The anti-psychiatrists
bridged the gap between psychiatry and the counter-culture, and briefly became legitimate voices in
both. Wall argues that their synthesis of disparate discourses was one of their strengths, but also
contributed to the group’s collapse. The British Anti-Psychiatrists offers original historical
expositions of the Villa 21 experiment and the Anti-University. Finally, it proposes a new reading of
anti-psychiatric theory, displacing Laing from his central position and looking at their work as an
unfolding conversation within a social network.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Madness to Mental Illness Thomas Bewley, 2008 This title
presents the history of the College as an organisation, from the creation of the Association of
Medical Officers of Asylums and Hospitals for the Insane in 1841, and follows its development
through various name changes and the receipt of two Royal Charters, to become the present day
College. It also contains an overview of developments in UK psychiatry as a branch of medicine, over
the past two centuries, with chapters on development of the sub-specialities and education of nurses
and doctors. More specific activities provided by the College are also detailed, such as: research, the
journals and book publishing, and the library and information services. This work will contain a
collection of photographs as a 16pp glossy section in the centre. There is no other existing
comprehensive history of the College.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Spirituality and Psychiatry Chris Cook, Christopher C. H.
Cook, Andrew Powell, Andrew Sims, 2009-06 This book explores the nature of spirituality, its
relationship to religion, and the reasons for its importance in clinical practice. Different chapters
focus on the key subspecialties of psychiatry, including psychotherapy, child and adolescent
psychiatry, intellectual disability psychiatry, substance misuse psychiatry and old age psychiatry.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Affective and Non-psychotic Disorders Alan Lee, 1999
Discusses the evidence-based assessment of deliberate self-harm, and covers the special problems of
general psychiatric practice when alcohol misuse and severe personality disorder complicate the
picture.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Pflege von Menschen mit Essstorungen Jean Morrissey,
Kielty Oberlin, 2021-04-26 Aufgaben, Rollen, Grundlagen und Interventionen im
recovery-orientierten Umgang mit Menschen mit Essstorungen In Deutschland zeigen etwa ein
Funftel der Kinder und Jugendlichen im Alter von elf bis 17 Jahren Symptome von Essstorungen.
Madchen sind haufiger betroffen als Jungen. Essstorungen zeigen sich in Form von Magersucht,
Bulimie, Binge-Eating-Storungen und Adipositas. Diese Praxishandbuch fur Pflegefachpersonen
vermittelt Grundlagen, Konzepte und Fertigkeiten fur den professionellen Umgang mit Menschen
mit Essstorungen. Die Autor innen folgen einem positiven, an Fahigkeiten und Ressourcen
orientierten Recovery-Ansatz und beschreiben den Aufbau genesungsfordernder Beziehungen.
Anhand von Fallbeispielen ermoglichen sie, Menschen mit Essstorungen leichter zu verstehen.
Prozessorientiert beschreiben sie das klinische Assessment bei Essstorungen, deren
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Therapiemanagement sowie die Arbeit mit dem Korperbild der Betroffenen. Anschaulich erlautern
sie die Rolle von Familienmitgliedern und integrieren sie in den Genesungsprozess. Sie zeigen die
Risiken sozialer Medien bei der Entwicklung von Essstorungen und der Stigmatisierung von
Betroffenen auf. Sie klaren die Rollen, Aufgaben, ethische und praktische Probleme sowie
Losungsansatze fiir die pflegerische Begleitung von Menschen mit Essstorungen in verschiedenen
Alltagssituationen und Versorgungssettings. Sie liefern einen didaktisch gut strukturierten und
fachlich fundierten Text mit praxisorientierten Fallbeispielen, Fragen zur Selbstreflexion sowie
nutzlichen Assessments und Checklisten. Die deutschsprachige Ausgabe wurde von einer
Pflegeexpertin fur Essstorungen und Kostaufbau (Refeeding) bearbeitet und adaptiert.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Psychiatry: An evidence-based text Bassant Puri, Ian
Treasaden, 2009-11-27 Succinct, user-friendly, thoroughly referenced and prepared by leading
experts in the field, this book is the only single textbook you will need to succeed in the Royal
College of Psychiatrists' MRCPsych and other related higher examinations. Chapters follow the
structure and syllabus of the examination ensuring that you receive the necessary essen

the royal college of psychiatrists: Forensic Psychiatry John Gunn, Pamela Taylor,
2014-01-06 Highly Commended, BMA Medical Book Awards 2014 Comprehensive and erudite,
Forensic Psychiatry: Clinical, Legal and Ethical Issues, Second Edition is a practical guide to the
psychiatry of offenders, victims, and survivors of crime. This landmark publication has been
completely updated but retains all the features that made the first edition such a well-established
text. It integrates the clinical, legal, and ethical aspects of forensic psychiatry with contributions
from internationally regarded experts from a range of clinical professions. The Second Edition
features updates to all current chapters and several new chapters that explore: The genetics of
antisocial behavior Disorders of brain structure and function that relate to crime Offenders with
intellectual disabilities Older people and the criminal justice system Deviant and mentally ill staff
Although the book focuses on jurisdictions in the UK, a substantial comparative chapter written by
an international group from all five continents explores the different philosophies, legal principles,
and style of services elsewhere. This book is an essential reference for specialists and postgraduate
trainees in forensic psychiatry but also for general psychiatrists, and clinical and forensic
psychologists. It is also an invaluable resource for other forensic mental health professionals,
including nurses, social workers, occupational therapists, probation service staff, police, attorneys,
criminologists, and sociologists.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Paediatrics, Psychiatry and Psychoanalysis Adrian Sutton,
2013-08-21 How do children and parents shape clinical practice? How can clinicians learn from the
impact of their patients upon them? How do we recognise if health care practices are adversely
affecting health care? Children's health problems can place enormous strain on both children and
their families. Whether symptoms are acute or chronic, assessment and treatment can be confusing
and frightening even when the illness itself is not dangerous. Understanding the impact of illness on
emotions, relationships and development is an essential part of providing good health care services.
For health care professionals it is necessary to understand how their clinical practice affects their
patients and how this reciprocal relationship shapes good or bad practice. Introducing key
psychoanalytic concepts Adrian Sutton illustrates through detailed clinical studies how
psychoanalytic theory can be applied in a health care setting involving children and their families.
Paediatrics, Psychiatry and Psychoanalysis specifically describes the impact of the patient on the
professional, how conscious and unconscious elements need to be taken into account, and to what
extent these can influence practice enhancing diagnostic and therapeutic treatment. Paediatrics,
Psychiatry and Psychoanalysis is an exploration of the central importance of the patient-doctor
relationship and how the psychodynamics of this relationship are crucial in providing information
that can aid treatment. It will be of interest to child mental health professionals - psychoanalysts,
psychotherapists, psychiatrists, psychologists, nurses, paediatric practitioners and those working in
social welfare and educational settings.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Worterbuch der Psychotherapie Gerhard Stumm, Alfred



Pritz, 2010-01-19 Methodentuibergreifend und methodenbezogen erlautern 360 Autorinnen und
Autoren aus 14 Landern in mehr als 1300 Stichwortern die wesentlichen Begriffe der modernen
Psychotherapie. Die Stichworter sind untereinander mit Querverweisen vernetzt und bieten
insgesamt 4500 weiterfuhrende Quellenangaben. Die Neuauflage wurde durch einen Personenteil
erganzt, in dem 25 wichtige Grunderpersonlichkeiten vorgestellt werden: mit Bild und Text zu
Lebensdaten, Schaffensperioden, theoretischen Schwerpunkten und ihren Verdiensten fur die
Psychotherapie.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Teaching Psychiatry to Undergraduates Tom Brown,
John Eagles, 2011-05 This book aims to nurture the inspirational teaching that will help bring the
most talented doctors into psychiatry. It contains advice on how to teach psychiatry to
undergraduate medical students using a range of different methods in different settings, and
addresses both the theory and practical aspects of teaching psychiatry to medical students.

the royal college of psychiatrists: The Royal College of Psychiatrists Henry Rapoport
Rollin, Royal College of Psychiatrists, 1987

the royal college of psychiatrists: Oxford Textbook of Inpatient Psychiatry Alvaro Barrera,
Caroline Attard, Rob Chaplin, 2019-05-28 Inpatient mental health care is an essential part of
community-based mental health care in the UK. Patients admitted to acute mental health wards are
often experiencing high levels of distress and acute mental illness and need to be assessed,
managed, and treated by a wide team of mental health care professionals. Inpatient care is often a
traumatic experience for patients and their relatives which can define their relationship with mental
health care services. Reforming inpatient psychiatry is a priority for both patients and staff, yet
there are few reference texts on this psychiatric specialty. The Oxford Textbook of Inpatient
Psychiatry bridges this gap by offering a comprehensive and pragmatic guide to the UK's inpatient
mental health care system today. Written and edited by a multidisciplinary team, this innovative
resource discusses the real-life experiences and challenges of a wide range of professionals working
on acute mental health wards. Organized into 8 sections this resource covers nursing, team
leadership, multidisciplinary work, psychology, and medical aspects. Individual chapters address key
topics such as the management of children and adolescents, and contain information on up-to-date
research and best practice. Focusing on the dignity and autonomy of patients, this unique resource
offers a model for clinical and organizational practice both at a national and international level.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Psychiatric and Behavioural Disorders in Developmental
Disabilities and Mental Retardation Nick Bouras, 1999-06-28 Includes index.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the Senate Committee on
the Judiciary United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1976

the royal college of psychiatrists: Routledge Library Editions: Psychiatry Various, 2021-07-28
Psychiatry is a medical field concerned with the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of mental
health conditions. Routledge Library Editions: Psychiatry (24 Volume set) brings together titles,
originally published between 1958 and 1997. The set demonstrates the varied nature of mental
health and how we as a society deal with it. Covering a number of areas including child and
adolescent psychiatry, alternatives to psychiatry, the history of mental health and psychiatric
epidemiology.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Mental Health and Growing Up Ann York, 2004-07 The
third edition will contain factsheets on 36 mental health issues. Rewritten and now illustrated, to be
more accessible to the general public, they are particularly useful for adults who look after children,
especially parents and teachers. They are also helpful for young people who are concerned about
themselves or a friend. Factsheets can be copied free of charge so long as the Royal College of
Psychiatrists is credited and no profit is gained from their use.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Seminars in General Adult Psychiatry George Stein,
Greg Wilkinson, 2007-04 This second edition of Seminars in General Adult Psychiatry provides a
highly readable and comprehensive account of modern adult psychiatry. Key features of the first
edition that have been retained are the detailed clinical descriptions of psychiatric disorders, and




historical sections to give the reader access to the classic studies of psychiatry as well as the current
evidence. Additional topics covered here for the first time include liaison psychiatry, psychosexual
medicine, clinical epidemiology, and international and cultural psychiatry. Clinical management is
given due prominence, with extensive accounts of modern drug management, cognitive therapy, the
main psychosocial approaches, and current guidelines such as those published by the National
Institute for Health and Care Excellence. An essential text for trainees studying for their MRCPsych,
this book is also a one-stop reference work for established practitioners, providing comprehensive
coverage of the whole of adult psychiatry.

the royal college of psychiatrists: National Library of Medicine Current Catalog National
Library of Medicine (U.S.), 1973 First multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.

the royal college of psychiatrists: Journal of the Royal College of Physicians of London Royal
College of Physicians of London, 1989

the royal college of psychiatrists: Handbook of Liaison Psychiatry Geoffrey Lloyd, Elspeth
Guthrie, 2007-05-24 Liaison psychiatry, the recognition and management of psychiatric problems in
the general medical setting, is an essential component of many doctors' work. Depression, anxiety
and somatization disorders occur in about 50% of cases presented to primary care physicians. The
Handbook of Liaison Psychiatry was first published in 2007 and is a comprehensive reference book
for this fast-growing subspecialty. A team of experts in the field cover the full range of issues, from
establishing a service and outlining the commonest problems encountered in general hospitals and
primary care, to assessment and treatment guidelines, working with specific units within the
hospital setting, disaster planning and legal-ethical considerations. It will be essential reading for
doctors and other professionals concerned with the psychological health of patients in acute general
hospitals and in primary care.
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