role of religion in politics

**The Role of Religion in Politics: Navigating Faith and Power**

role of religion in politics is a topic that has intrigued scholars,
policymakers, and citizens alike for centuries. From influencing the moral
compass of societies to shaping laws and government policies, religion’s
intersection with politics is complex and multifaceted. Understanding this
dynamic helps us appreciate how faith communities impact political discourse,
voter behavior, and governance structures worldwide.

Understanding the Role of Religion in Politics

Religion and politics have been intertwined since the dawn of civilization.
Many early governments were theocracies or had rulers who claimed divine
authority. Even in modern secular states, the influence of religion remains
palpable, often shaping political ideologies, party platforms, and public
policy debates. The role of religion in politics can vary significantly
depending on cultural context, historical background, and the dominant
religious traditions of a region.

Why Religion Matters in Political Life

Religion often serves as a powerful identity marker for individuals and
communities. It provides a framework for understanding ethical principles,
social responsibilities, and concepts of justice. Politicians and political
parties frequently appeal to religious wvalues to gain support or justify
policies. Additionally, religious leaders and institutions can mobilize
voters and advocate for specific agendas, thereby playing a crucial role in
shaping political outcomes.

Some reasons religion plays a pivotal role in politics include:
e Value Systems: Religious teachings often influence views on social
issues like marriage, education, and human rights.

e Community Mobilization: Faith-based groups can organize grassroots
movements and voter drives.

e Legitimacy and Authority: Leaders may use religious rhetoric to
legitimize their governance or challenge opponents.

e Policy Influence: Religious organizations may lobby for laws aligned
with their moral perspectives.

The Impact of Religion on Democratic Processes

In democratic societies, the intersection of religion and politics frequently



raises questions about pluralism, freedom of belief, and the separation of
church and state. While democracy promotes equal political participation
regardless of faith, religion can still wield considerable sway over
electoral politics and policymaking.

Religion and Voter Behavior

Religious affiliation often correlates with voting preferences. In many
countries, political parties align themselves with religious constituencies
or adopt platforms that resonate with particular faith groups. For example,
conservative religious voters might prioritize candidates who oppose abortion
or support traditional family structures, while progressive religious groups
may focus on social justice and humanitarian issues.

Challenges in Balancing Religion and Secular
Governance

Ensuring that religion enriches rather than undermines democratic governance
is a delicate task. Some challenges include:

e Religious Intolerance: When political movements exploit religion, it can
lead to discrimination against minority faiths.

e Policy Bias: Laws influenced heavily by specific religious doctrines
might marginalize non-adherents.

e Church-State Separation: Maintaining a clear boundary between religious
institutions and government is essential to protect individual freedoms.

Governments often adopt different models of secularism to accommodate
religious diversity while preventing religious domination in politics.

The Role of Religion in Authoritarian and
Hybrid Regimes

Outside of liberal democracies, religion’s role in politics can take on
different characteristics. Authoritarian regimes may use religion as a tool
to consolidate power or justify repression. Conversely, religious opposition
groups might emerge as significant challengers to authoritarian rule.

Religion as a Tool for Legitimization

Many authoritarian leaders seek the endorsement of dominant religious
institutions to strengthen their legitimacy. This alliance can help suppress
dissent by framing government actions as divinely sanctioned. In some cases,
state-sponsored religious organizations become extensions of political power.



Religious Resistance and Political Change

On the flip side, religious groups have historically been at the forefront of
political resistance. For instance, during the civil rights movement in the
United States, churches served as meeting points and moral bases for
activism. Similarly, in various regions around the world, faith-based
organizations have championed human rights and democratic reforms, often at
great personal risk.

Religion’s Influence on Policy and Legislation

Religion’s impact extends beyond elections and governance into the very
fabric of lawmaking. Religious beliefs can shape policies on education,
healthcare, social welfare, and human rights.

Social Issues and Religious Ethics

Issues such as abortion, euthanasia, marriage equality, and bioethics are
often battlegrounds where religious values and secular law intersect.
Lawmakers may draw upon religious doctrines to justify positions, while
activists and courts negotiate how much religious belief should influence
public policy.

International Relations and Religious Diplomacy

Religion also plays a role in global politics. Interfaith dialogue
initiatives can promote peace and mutual understanding, while religious
conflicts sometimes fuel international tensions. Diplomats and policymakers
increasingly recognize the importance of religious literacy to navigate these
complex dynamics effectively.

Tips for Navigating the Role of Religion in
Politics

For citizens, politicians, and observers seeking to engage thoughtfully with
the role of religion in politics, consider the following:

1. Promote Religious Literacy: Understanding different faiths helps reduce
stereotypes and fosters respectful dialogue.

2. Respect Pluralism: Recognize the diversity of beliefs in society and
uphold the rights of all religious and non-religious groups.

3. Advocate for Separation: Support policies that maintain a healthy
distance between religious institutions and government functions.

4. Encourage Interfaith Cooperation: Building alliances across faith lines
can strengthen social cohesion and democratic resilience.



5. Stay Informed: Follow how religion influences political developments
locally and globally to make better-informed decisions.

Exploring the role of religion in politics reveals how faith continues to
shape our world in profound ways. Whether as a source of inspiration,
conflict, or community, religion’s political dimension remains a vital area
for ongoing reflection and engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does religion influence political decision-
making?

Religion can shape political decision-making by providing moral frameworks
and value systems that guide policymakers' choices and priorities.

What are the potential benefits of religion playing a
role in politics?
Religion in politics can promote social cohesion, encourage ethical

governance, and motivate leaders to serve the public with integrity based on
shared moral principles.

What are the risks of mixing religion with politics?

Mixing religion with politics can lead to discrimination, marginalization of
minority groups, undermining secularism, and potential conflicts based on
religious differences.

How do different countries balance religion and
politics?
Countries vary widely; some maintain strict secularism separating religion

from state affairs, while others integrate religious laws or principles into
their political systems.

Can religion contribute to political activism and
social change?

Yes, religious groups often play key roles in political activism by
mobilizing communities, advocating for social justice, and influencing public
policies.

How does the role of religion in politics affect
democracy?

Religion can both support and challenge democracy; while it can inspire
participatory citizenship and ethical leadership, it can also threaten
pluralism and equal rights if religious dominance overrides secular
democratic principles.



Additional Resources

Role of Religion in Politics: An Analytical Review

role of religion in politics remains a complex and multifaceted subject that
continues to influence societies worldwide. From shaping policy decisions to
guiding voter behavior, religion intersects with political structures in ways
that are both overt and subtle. Analyzing this dynamic requires an
understanding of historical contexts, cultural variations, and the evolving
nature of governance systems. This article delves into the role religion
plays within political arenas, exploring its implications, challenges, and
the balancing act between faith and public policy.

Historical Context of Religion in Political
Systems

Religion and politics have been intertwined since ancient civilizations.
Theocratic states, where religious leaders also wield political power, offer
early examples of this fusion. For instance, in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia, rulers were often seen as divine or semi-divine figures,
blending governance with spiritual authority. Similarly, medieval Europe
witnessed the powerful influence of the Catholic Church over monarchs and
state affairs.

In the modern era, the separation of church and state became a foundational
principle in many democracies, particularly following the Enlightenment.
However, religion’s role did not disappear; instead, it transformed.
Religious values continue to underpin political ideologies and influence
electoral processes worldwide. Understanding this historical evolution sheds
light on why religion maintains a significant, though often contested, role
in politics today.

Manifestations of Religion in Contemporary
Politics

Religion manifests in politics through various channels, including lawmaking,
political party platforms, voter mobilization, and diplomatic relations.
These manifestations differ greatly depending on geographic, cultural, and
legal contexts.

Religious Influence on Legislation and Policy

In many countries, religious doctrines directly shape public policy,
particularly in areas such as education, marriage, reproductive rights, and
social welfare. For example, nations with dominant religious majorities may
implement laws reflecting moral codes derived from sacred texts. Iran’s legal
system is heavily influenced by Sharia law, while in the United States,
debates on abortion and same-sex marriage often invoke religious arguments.

This influence can lead to both positive and negative outcomes. On one hand,
integrating moral perspectives from religion can foster social cohesion and



ethical governance. On the other hand, it risks alienating minority groups
and undermining secular principles that advocate for neutrality in public
affairs.

Religion as a Political Identity and Mobilization
Tool

Religious identity frequently serves as a powerful mobilizing force during
elections. Political parties and candidates may appeal to religious
communities to consolidate support. This phenomenon is evident in countries
like India, where Hindu nationalism plays a central role in electoral
politics, or in the United States, where evangelical Christian voters
represent a significant political bloc.

The role of religion in politics in this context can increase political
participation among believers but may also exacerbate divisions when
religious rhetoric is used to polarize societies. The intersection of faith
and political allegiance often complicates efforts to promote inclusivity and
pluralism.

Religion in International Relations and Diplomacy

Religion also influences international politics, shaping alliances,
conflicts, and peace-building efforts. Religious solidarity can strengthen
ties between countries sharing similar faith traditions, while religious
differences sometimes fuel geopolitical tensions. Conflicts in the Middle
East often have religious dimensions intertwined with ethnic and
nationalistic disputes.

Conversely, interfaith dialogue and religious diplomacy have emerged as
crucial tools for conflict resolution and humanitarian work. Religious
leaders and institutions frequently act as mediators in peace negotiations,
leveraging moral authority to foster reconciliation.

Challenges and Controversies Surrounding
Religion in Politics

The integration of religion into politics raises significant challenges that
societies must navigate carefully.

Balancing Secularism and Religious Freedom

One of the foremost dilemmas is balancing secular governance with the
protection of religious freedoms. Secularism advocates for a government
neutral in religious matters, ensuring that no single belief system dominates
public policy. However, religious groups often argue that secularism
marginalizes their values and restricts their ability to participate fully in
civic life.



Navigating this balance requires nuanced legal frameworks and inclusive
political cultures that respect diversity without compromising democratic
principles.

Risk of Religious Extremism and Political
Exploitation

Religion’s role in politics can sometimes be exploited by extremist groups to
legitimize violence or suppress dissent. Political actors might manipulate
religious sentiments to consolidate power or marginalize opponents, leading
to social unrest or authoritarian tendencies.

This risk necessitates vigilant civil society engagement and robust
institutional checks to prevent the misuse of religion for political gain.

Impact on Minority Rights and Social Cohesion

When dominant religious ideologies influence political decisions, minority
groups may experience discrimination or exclusion. This dynamic threatens
social cohesion, undermines equal rights, and can provoke intercommunal
conflict.

Promoting inclusive governance that respects all religious and non-religious
identities is essential to maintaining societal stability in pluralistic
nations.

Comparative Perspectives on the Role of
Religion in Politics

Examining different countries reveals diverse approaches to integrating
religion with politics.

e United States: The Constitution mandates separation of church and state,
yet religion remains influential through lobbying groups and voter
blocs.

e Saudi Arabia: A theocratic monarchy where Islamic law governs state
affairs and political legitimacy is tied to religious authority.

e India: A secular republic grappling with rising religious nationalism
that affects policy and intergroup relations.

e France: Emphasizes lalcité, a strict form of secularism limiting
religious expression in public institutions to preserve neutrality.

These variations highlight how historical legacies, legal systems, and
demographic compositions shape the role religion plays in governance.



The Future Trajectory of Religion in Politics

As global societies become increasingly diverse and interconnected, the role
of religion in politics is poised to evolve. Digital platforms amplify
religious voices and mobilize communities, while migration patterns introduce
new faith traditions into political landscapes. Furthermore, the rise of
secularism in some regions contrasts with religious revivals in others.

Policymakers and scholars must continue to examine how religion influences
political behavior, governance outcomes, and social integration. Striking a
balance that honors religious convictions while upholding democratic wvalues
remains an ongoing challenge with profound implications for global stability
and human rights.

In exploring the role of religion in politics, it becomes evident that this
relationship is neither inherently beneficial nor detrimental. Instead, its
impact depends on the ways societies choose to manage the interplay between
faith and power—an endeavor that requires vigilance, respect, and an
unwavering commitment to pluralism.
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role of religion in politics: An Introduction to Religion and Politics Jonathan Fox,
2013-05-07 An Introduction to Religion and Politics offers a comprehensive overview of the many
theories of religion and politics, and provides students with an accessible but in-depth account of the
most significant debates, issues and methodologies. Fox examines the ways in which religion
influences politics, analyses the current key issues and provides a state of the art account of religion
and politics, highlighting the diversity in state religion policies around the world. Topics covered
include: Secularism and secularization Religious identity Religious worldviews, beliefs, doctrines and
theologies Religious legitimacy Religious institutions and mobilization Rational and functional
religion Religious fundamentalism Conflict, violence and terror This work combines theoretical
analysis with data on the religion policies of 177 governments, showing that while most of the
world's government support religion and many restrict it; true neutrality on the issue of religion is
extremely rare. Religion is becoming an inescapable issue in politics. This work will be essential
reading for all students of religion and politics, and will also be of great interest to those studying
related subjects such as comparative politics, international relations and war and conflict studies.
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Abdulkader Tayob, Wolfram Weisse, David Chidester, What is the role of religion in society? In the
wake of September 11, public intellectuals provided easy answers. According to some, religion was
the problem, others commented, religion was the solution. Generally, public debate about the force
of religion in society has been organized by either/or propositions. Religion is a force for either
freedom or bondage, for either peace or war, for either mutual recognition or antagonistic
polarization. Analysis of religion and social change has also tended to be framed in terms of
oppositions that inform research agendas and public policy. In this book, authors from South Africa,
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the United States of America, the Netherlands, and Germany test these oppositions.

role of religion in politics: Religion and Politics in Comparative Perspective Ted Gerard Jelen,
Clyde Wilcox, 2002-04 This book examines religion and politics in diverse countries or regions.

role of religion in politics: Religion and Politics in America Frank J. Smith, 2016-07-11 There
has always been an intricate relationship between religion and politics. This encyclopedia provides a
comprehensive overview of the interrelation of religion and politics from colonial days to the
present. Can a judge display the Ten Commandments outside of the courthouse? Can a town set up a
nativity scene on the village green during Christmas? Should U.S. currency bear the In God We
Trust motto? Should public school students be allowed to form bible study groups? Controversies
about the separation of church and state, the proper use of religious imagery in public space, and
the role of religious beliefs in public education are constantly debated. This work offers insights into
contemporary controversies regarding the uneasy intersections of religion and politics in America.
Organized alphabetically, the entries place each topic in its proper historical context to help readers
fully grasp how religious beliefs have always existed side by side—and often clashed with—political
ideals in the United States from the time of the colonies. The information is presented in an unbiased
manner that favors no particular religious background or political inclination. This work shows that
politics and religion have always had an impact on one another and have done so in many ways that
will likely surprise modern students.

role of religion in politics: Religion and Politics in South Africa Abdulkader Tayob,
Wolfram Weisse,

role of religion in politics: Religion and Politics John T. S. Madeley, 2019-07-15 This title
was first published in 2003. This subject area of this work cross-cuts conventional sub-disciplinary
boundaries in the study of comparative politics. Connections between religion and and politics can
be identified in all of the thematic areas covered by the articles within.

role of religion in politics: Why Politics Needs Religion Brendan Sweetman, 2010-07-17 Can
relligion and politics mix? Many voices reply, No way! Yet in this provocative and timely book,
Brendan Sweetman argues against this charge and the various sophisticated arguments that support
it. As we witness the clash of religious and secular worldviews he claims that our pluralistic
democratic society will be best served when the faith elements of secularism are acknowledged and
the rational elements of religious arguments are allowed to inform the momentous debates taking
place in the public square. In fact, Sweetman contends that politics needs religion if it is to be truly
democratic, concerned with fairness among worldviews, equality and a vigorous public discussion.

role of religion in politics: Politics of Religion in Western Europe Francois Foret, Xabier
Itcaina, 2013-06-17 Religion is becoming increasingly important to the study of political science and
to re-examine key concepts, such as democracy, securitization, foreign policy analysis, and
international relations. The secularization of Europe is often understood according to the concept of
‘multiple modernities’—the idea that there may be several roads to modernity, which do not all mean
the eradication of religion. This framework provides support for the view that different traditions,
societies and groups can come to terms with the components of modernity (capitalism, democracy,
human rights, science and reason) while keeping in touch with their religious background, faith and
practice. Contributors examine the interaction between EU-integration processes and Western
European countries, such as Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Austria, Scandinavia, Italy, and the UK,
and shine fresh light on the economic and cultural contexts brought about by relationships between
politics and religion, including immigrant religions and new religious movements. This volume
combines theoretical perspectives from political sociology and international relations to consider the
role of religion as a source of power, identity and ethics in institutions and societies. Politics of
Religion in Western Europe will be of interest to scholars of politics, religion, the European Union
and political sociology.

role of religion in politics: Religion and Political Thought Michael Hoelzl, Graham Ward,
2006-06-30 This book provides an essential resource for studies in religion and politics. It is divided
into three parts, beginning with an introduction outlining the contemporary relevance of reviewing



the relationship between the two subject areas; a brief history of the interactions between religion
and politics that have pertained both in East and the West, and the key concepts that relate these
two fields. The second section comprises a selection of classic readings. This title is ideal for
students of both religion and politics and general readers who are interested in the topics.

role of religion in politics: Religion, Politics and International Relations Jeff Haynes,
2011-04-07 Bringing together in one collection his most influential essays spanning two decades of
research, Jeffrey Haynes seeks to explore the complex relationship between religion, politics and
international relations.

role of religion in politics: Religion and Politics in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa
Jeffrey Haynes, 2009-10-16 In the early twenty-first century, it is now clear that religion is
increasingly influential in the political realm in ways which call into question the principles and
practices of secularism. The Iranian revolution of 1978-9 marked the decisive ‘reappearance’ of
political religion in global politics, highlighting a major development which is the subject of this
edited volume. Addressing a highly salient and timely topic, this book examines the consequences of
political interactions involving the state and religious actors in Christian, Muslim and Judaist
contexts. Building on research, the basic premise of this text is that religious actors - including
Islamist groups, the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox churches - pose various challenges for
citizenship, democracy, and secularisation in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). The
key questions on which the book focuses are: Why, how, and when do religious actors seek to
influence political outcomes in these regions? Providing a survey of what is happening in relation to
the interaction of religion and politics, both domestically and internationally, this book will be of
interest to students and scholars of politics, religion, European and Middle East studies.

role of religion in politics: Religion in Politics Michael J. Perry, 1999-01-21 Most Americans
are religious believers. Among these there is disagreement about many fundamental religious/moral
matters. Because the United States is both such a religious country and such a religiously pluralistic
country, the issue of the proper role of religion in politics is extremely important to political debate.
In Religion in Politics, Michael Perry addresses a fundamental question: what role may religious
arguments play, if any, either in public debate about what political choices to make or as a basis of
political choice? He is principally concerned with political choices that ban or otherwise disfavor one
or another sort of human conduct based on the view that the conduct is immoral. He divides the
controversy into two debates: the constitutionally proper role of religious arguments in politics, and
a related, but distinct, debate about the morally proper role. Perry concludes that political choices
about the morality of human conduct should not be based on religion. The newest work by one of the
most important constitutional theorists writing today, Religion in Politics is sure to spark a new
debate on the subject.

role of religion in politics: Political Science of Religion Maciej Potz, 2019-08-14 This book
introduces political science of religion - a coherent approach to the study of the political role of
religion grounded in political science. In this framework, religion is viewed as a political ideology
providing legitimation for power and motivating political attitudes and behaviors of the public.
Religious organizations are political actors negotiating the political system in the pursuit of their
faith-based objectives. Religion is thus interpreted as a power resource and religious groups as
political players. The theoretical framework developed in the first part is applied to the study of
theocracies and contemporary democracies, based on the case studies of Poland and the USA. The
empirical analysis of resources, strategies and opportunities of religious actors demonstrates their
ability to influence the politics of democracies and non-democracies alike. Using a multilevel
approach, the book seeks to explain this tremendous political potential of religion.

role of religion in politics: Religion, Politics, and American Identity David S. Gutterman,
Andrew R. Murphy, 2008-03-01 Scholarship on the role of religion in American public life has taken
on a new urgency in the increasingly contentious wake of the attacks of September 11, 2001. This
volume brings together an impressive group of scholars to build on past work and broaden the scope
of this crucial inquiry in two respects: by exploring aspects of the religion-politics nexus in the



United States that have been neglected in the past, and by examining traditional questions
concerning the religious tincture of American political discourse in provocative new ways. Essays
include examinations of religious rhetoric in American political and cultural discourse after
September 11th, the impact of religious ideas on environmental ethics, religion and American law
beyond the First Amendment, religious responses to questions of gay and lesbian rights, the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and issues of free speech and public space in Utah, and the role
of religious institutions and ideas on the political priorities of African-American and Latino
communities. In addition, Religion, Politics, and American Identity includes introductory and
concluding essays by leading scholars in the field of religion and politics that assess present and
future directions for study.

role of religion in politics: When Politics Meets Religion Marko Vekovi¢, Miroljub Jevti¢,
2024-08-05 When Politics Meets Religion presents a fresh exploration of the relationship between
religion and politics worldwide. The volume includes topics covering Europe, such as the European
far right, the contours of European identity, and how religious cleavages affect value orientation of
Europeans. It also covers country-focused issues and events, such as the influence of Orthodox
Christianity in Russia, Christian nationalism in the United States, the influence of religion on Turkish
foreign policy, the political role of the Catholic Church in the Philippines, Chinese attitudes towards
religious deprivatization, and how liberation theology found its way from Latin America to the Holy
Land. The volume is supplemented with several analyses on the intersection between law, society,
and religion. It deals with religious mediation and political conflicts, how the current religious
governance in France affects the Orthodox Jewish community, as well as how taxing the church’s
economic activities can be a contributor to the common good, and why Muslims should treat Sharia
law as only a moral code in the context of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Through
rigorous research, case studies, and critical analysis, this volume explains how religion and politics
mix in different settings, and why it is important for us to study this complex relationship. The
volume will appeal to scholars and graduate students of political science and religious studies, as
well as interested professionals working for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) or
governments.

role of religion in politics: Religion, Identity and Politics in Northern Ireland Claire
Mitchell, 2006 There has been increased interest in the relationship between religion, identity and
politics in modern societies. Building on this debate, Claire Mitchell presents a challenging analysis
of religion in contemporary Northern Ireland, arguing that religion is not merely a marker of
ethnicity and that it continues to provide many of the meanings of identity, community and politics.
Drawing on a range of unique interview material, this book traces how individuals and groups in
Northern Ireland have absorbed religious types of cultural knowledge, belonging and morality.

role of religion in politics: Religion and Politics in Interwar Yugoslavia Maria Falina,
2023-01-26 Religion and Politics in Interwar Yugoslavia explores the interaction between religion,
nationalism, and political modernity in the first half of the 20th century, taking the case of the
Serbian Orthodox Church as an example. This book historicizes the widely held assumption that the
bond between religion and nationalism in the Balkans is a natural one or that this bond has been
historically inevitable. It tells a complex story of how East Orthodox Christianity came to be at the
core of one version of Serbian nationalism by bringing together the themes of religion, nationalism,
politics, state-building, secularization, and modernity. Maria Falina reconstructs how the ideological
fusion between Serbian nationalism and East Orthodox Christianity was forged. The analysis
emphasizes ideas and ideologies through a close reading of public discourses and historical
narratives while paying attention to individual actors and their personal histories. The book argues
that the particular political vision of the Serbian Orthodox Church emerged in reaction to and in
interaction with the challenges posed by political modernity that were not unique to Yugoslavia.
These included establishing the modern multinational and multi-religious state, the fear of
secularization, and the rise of communism and fascism. Religion and Politics in Interwar Yugoslavia
makes an important contribution to understanding the history of interwar Yugoslavia, 20th-century



Europe, and the ties between religion and nationalism.

role of religion in politics: Encyclopedia of Government and Politics M. E. Hawkesworth,
Maurice Kogan, 1992 This international Encyclopaedia provides a balanced, comprehensive account
of contemporary trends in world, regional and nation-state government and politics. In 84 in-depth
essays, in two scholarly volumes, it captures the global changes, both theoretical and factual, of the
past three decades - to give an unprecedented overview of political science and political affairs on
the eve of the new century. An essential resource, the Encyclopaedia of Government and Politics
provides accessible, authoritative coverage of the disciplines, examining for example, political
theory, processes and behaviour, policy-making, pressure groups, contemporary ideologies,
international relations, and major issues in world affairs, such as nationalism, arms control and
disarmament, human rights and democratisation. Written by experts in each field, the entries
analyse traditional approaches (including access to non-Western sources), assess recent
developments and chart the directions for future research; each topic includes extensive
bibliographies and suggestions for further reading. The volumes are introduced and placed in
context in an essay by Mary Hawkesworth, which advances the conceptual treatment of political
science to a new level. The articles which follow are thematically arranged under nine main
headings: Political Theory: Central Concepts, Contemporary Ideologies, Contemporary Political
Systems, Political Institutions, Political Forces and Political Processes, Centripetal and Centrifugal
Forces in the Nation-State, Policy-Making and Policies, International Relations, and Major Issues in
Contemporary Politics. Key Features * 84 in-depth essays provide a current, balanced guide to
international government and politics * Prestigious editors lead a worldwide team of specialists in
each field * Clearly and incisively written to meet the needs of students, lecturers and practitioners
at all levels * Helpful bibliographies - of new and classic material and suggestions for further reading
* Extensive index of Topics and People

role of religion in politics: Religion, Politics, and the Earth C. Crockett, J. Robbins, 2012-10-19
Following Vattimo's postmodern philosophy, Badiou's postmetaphysical ontology, and i ek's
revolutionary style, the authors of this marvelous book invites us to reactivate our politics of
resistance against our greatest enemy: corporate capitalism. The best solution to the ecological,
energy, and financial crisis corporate capitalism has created, as Crockett Clayton and Jeffrey
Robbins suggest, is a new theological materialism where Being is conceived as energy both
subjectively and objectively. All my graduate students will have to read this book carefully if they
want to become philosophers. - Santiago Zabala, ICREA Research Professor at the University of
Barcelona This is a book of an extraordinary timeliness, written in an accessible and strikingly
informative way. It is excellently poised to become a synthetic and agenda setting statement about
the implications of a new materialism for the founding of a new radical theology, a new kind of
spirituality. I consider this therefore quite a remarkable book which will be influential in ongoing
discussions of psychoanalysis, continental philosophy, and theology. Moreover, it will be, quite
simply, the best book about spirituality and the new materialism on the market today. While all of
the work of the new materialists engage at one level or another the question of a new spirituality, I
do not think there is anything comparable in significance to what Crockett and Robbins have
provided here. - Ward Blanton, University of Kent This book will perhaps be most appreciated by the
reader with an intuitive cast of mind, able to recognize the force of an argument in its imaginative
suggestiveness . . . New Materialism is about energy transformation, we are told, energy which
cannot be reduced to matter because it resonates with spirit and life . . . Yet the book strikes a
fundamental note of hard reality: 'if we want our civilization to live on earth a little longer we will
have to recognize our coexistence with and in earth'. - Christian Ecology Link

role of religion in politics: The Oxford Handbook of Religious Conversion Lewis R. Rambo,
Charles E. Farhadian, 2014-03-06 The Oxford Handbook of Religious Conversion offers a
comprehensive exploration of the dynamics of religious conversion, which for centuries has
profoundly shaped societies, cultures, and individuals throughout the world. Scholars from a wide
array of religions and disciplines interpret both the varieties of conversion experiences and the



processes that inform this personal and communal phenomenon. This volume examines the
experiences of individuals and communities who change religions, those who experience an
intensification of their religion of origin, and those who encounter new religions through colonial
intrusion, missionary work, and charismatic and revitalization movements. The thirty-two innovative
essays provide overviews of the history of particular religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism,
Confucianism, Taoism, Sikhism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism, indigenous religions, and new religious
movements. The essays also offer a wide range of disciplinary perspectives-psychological,
sociological, anthropological, legal, political, feminist, and geographical-on methods and theories
deployed in understanding conversion, and insight into various forms of deconversion.
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