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History of the Middle East Conflict: Unraveling a Complex Past

history of the middle east conflict is a topic that stretches back centuries,
intertwining religion, politics, colonialism, and cultural identity.
Understanding this intricate saga requires diving into the layers of
historical events, territorial disputes, and ideological clashes that have
shaped the region’s present-day realities. The Middle East, often described
as the crossroads of civilizations, has witnessed numerous struggles that
continue to influence global geopolitics today.

The Roots of the Middle East Conflict

The history of the Middle East conflict cannot be fully grasped without
looking at its ancient origins. The region is home to some of the world’s
earliest civilizations, including the Sumerians, Babylonians, and Egyptians.
Over millennia, empires rose and fell, each leaving its mark on the land and
its people. However, the modern conflict largely stems from developments in
the 19th and 20th centuries.

The Ottoman Empire and Its Decline

For centuries, the Ottoman Empire controlled much of the Middle East,
maintaining relative stability through a complex system of governance.
However, as the empire began to weaken in the 19th century, European powers
saw an opportunity to expand their influence. The decline of Ottoman
authority created a power vacuum, leading to increased foreign intervention
and the redrawing of borders.

Colonialism and the Sykes-Picot Agreement

One of the pivotal moments in the history of the Middle East conflict was the
secret Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916, where Britain and France divided
Ottoman territories into spheres of influence. This arbitrary division
ignored ethnic, religious, and tribal realities on the ground, sowing seeds
of discord that persist today. The creation of artificial borders often
pitted communities against each other, setting the stage for future
conflicts.

The Creation of Israel and the Palestinian
Question

No discussion of the history of the Middle East conflict is complete without
addressing the establishment of the state of Israel and its impact on
Palestinian Arabs. The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw the rise of
Zionism, a movement advocating for the return of Jews to their ancestral
homeland. This movement gained momentum, especially after the horrors of the



Holocaust during World War ITI.

British Mandate and the Balfour Declaration

In 1917, the British government issued the Balfour Declaration, expressing
support for the establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in
Palestine. This declaration conflicted with earlier promises made to Arab
leaders for independence, further complicating the region’s political
landscape. Under the British Mandate, tensions between Jewish immigrants and
the Arab population escalated, leading to outbreaks of violence.

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War and Its Aftermath

The declaration of the state of Israel in 1948 triggered the first Arab-
Israeli war. Neighboring Arab countries rejected the UN plan to partition
Palestine, leading to a full-scale conflict. The war resulted in significant
territorial changes and the displacement of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians, an event Palestinians call the Nakba (catastrophe). This mass
displacement remains a core issue in the ongoing conflict.

Key Conflicts and Wars Shaping the Region

Over the decades, several wars have marked the history of the Middle East
conflict, each adding layers of complexity and deepening animosities.

The Six-Day War (1967)

In 1967, rising tensions culminated in the Six-Day War between Israel and
neighboring Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. Israel’s swift victory resulted in the
occupation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Sinai Peninsula, and Golan Heights.
These territories have since been focal points of disputes, with Palestinians
seeking sovereignty over the West Bank and Gaza.

The Yom Kippur War (1973)

Another significant conflict was the Yom Kippur War, when Egypt and Syria
launched a surprise attack on Israel during the Jewish holy day of Yom
Kippur. Although Israel eventually repelled the assault, the war underscored
the volatility of regional relations and led to subsequent peace
negotiations, including the Camp David Accords between Egypt and Israel.

Lebanon and the Rise of Sectarian Conflict

Lebanon's civil war (1975-1990) highlighted the sectarian complexities in the
Middle East. Various religious and ethnic groups vied for power, with Israel
and Syria becoming involved. Hezbollah, a Shiite militant group, emerged



during this period and remains a significant player in regional dynamics.

Religious and Ethnic Dimensions

The history of the Middle East conflict is deeply entangled with religious
and ethnic identities. The Sunni-Shia divide, for example, affects alliances
and rivalries across countries like Iraq, Syria, and Yemen. Similarly,
Kurdish populations spread across Turkey, Iraq, Syria, and Iran have long
sought autonomy, adding another layer to the region’s conflicts.

Sunni-Shia Rivalry

This sectarian split, dating back to early Islamic history, has contemporary
geopolitical implications. Iran, a predominantly Shia nation, often supports
Shia groups in other countries, while Sunni-majority nations like Saudi
Arabia back opposing factions. This rivalry plays out in proxy conflicts,
influencing the broader Middle East struggle.

Kurdish Aspirations for Independence

The Kurds, often described as the world’s largest stateless ethnic group,
have faced suppression and denial of rights in several countries. Their quest
for self-determination has led to clashes and alliances, particularly in the
context of the Syrian civil war and Iragi politics.

International Involvement and the Modern Era

The Middle East conflict has attracted global powers, each pursuing strategic
interests. The Cold War saw the US and Soviet Union supporting different
factions, while recent decades have seen American military interventions,
peace efforts, and shifting alliances.

The Role of the United States

The US has been a key player, providing military aid to Israel and engaging
in wars in Iraqg and Afghanistan. Attempts at brokering peace, such as the
Oslo Accords in the 1990s, have had mixed results. US policies continue to
influence the conflict’s trajectory.

Arab Spring and Ongoing Turmoil

The Arab Spring uprisings beginning in 2010 further complicated the Middle
East landscape. Regime changes, civil wars, and the rise of extremist groups
like ISIS have added new challenges to achieving stability. These
developments have reshaped alliances and intensified humanitarian crises.



Understanding the Complexity

Exploring the history of the Middle East conflict reveals a tapestry woven
from historical grievances, cultural identities, and geopolitical ambitions.
The interplay between local aspirations and international interests creates a
dynamic that defies simple solutions. Recognizing this complexity is crucial
for anyone seeking to comprehend the region’s past and present.

While the path to peace remains uncertain, learning about the historical
context provides valuable insight into why the conflict persists. It also
highlights the importance of dialogue, empathy, and nuanced diplomacy in
addressing one of the world’s most enduring and multifaceted disputes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main historical causes of the Middle
East conflict?

The main historical causes of the Middle East conflict include territorial
disputes following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the establishment of
Israel in 1948, competing nationalisms, colonial legacies, and religious and
ethnic tensions among Arabs, Jews, Kurds, and others.

How did the Balfour Declaration influence the Middle
East conflict?

The 1917 Balfour Declaration, in which Britain expressed support for a
'national home for the Jewish people' in Palestine, intensified tensions
between Jewish and Arab populations, laying groundwork for future conflicts
in the region.

What role did the Arab-Israeli wars play in shaping
the Middle East conflict?

The Arab-Israeli wars, especially those in 1948, 1956, 1967, and 1973,
significantly shaped the conflict by redrawing borders, creating Palestinian
refugee crises, and deepening animosities between Israel and neighboring Arab
states.

How has the Israeli-Palestinian conflict evolved over
time?

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has evolved from early 20th-century
nationalist movements to a protracted struggle involving wars, uprisings

(Intifadas), peace negotiations, and ongoing disputes over land, refugees,
and political recognition.

What impact did foreign powers have on the Middle
East conflict historically?

Foreign powers such as Britain, France, the United States, and the Soviet



Union have played critical roles through colonial mandates, military
interventions, arms sales, and diplomatic efforts, often exacerbating
tensions and influencing the trajectory of the conflict.

Additional Resources

History of the Middle East Conflict: An In-Depth Exploration

history of the middle east conflict is a complex and multifaceted narrative
that spans over a century, involving a myriad of ethnic, religious,
political, and colonial dynamics. This conflict, often portrayed through a
narrow lens of territorial disputes or religious animosities, is deeply
rooted in historical grievances, colonial legacies, and competing nationalist
aspirations. Understanding the evolution of this prolonged struggle requires
an analytical approach that considers the intricate interplay of regional
powers, external interventions, and socio-economic factors shaping the Middle
East today.

Origins and Early Developments

The history of the Middle East conflict cannot be detached from the decline
of the Ottoman Empire, which controlled much of the region for centuries. As
the empire weakened in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, European
powers—primarily Britain and France—sought to expand their influence through
strategic alliances and territorial mandates. The Sykes-Picot Agreement of
1916, a secret pact between Britain and France, partitioned the Ottoman
territories into zones of control without regard for ethnic or religious
compositions. This arbitrary division sowed seeds of resentment that would
later erupt into open conflicts.

Simultaneously, the rise of Zionism, a nationalist movement advocating for a
Jewish homeland in Palestine, added a new dimension to the regional tensions.
The Balfour Declaration of 1917, in which Britain expressed support for the
establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine,
intensified Arab opposition, as the majority Arab population feared
displacement and loss of sovereignty. This early clash between Jewish
immigration and Arab nationalism set the stage for decades of conflict.

The Mandate Period and the Birth of Nationalism

Between 1920 and 1948, the League of Nations granted Britain and France
mandates over former Ottoman lands, with Britain controlling Palestine,
Transjordan, and Iraq, and France overseeing Syria and Lebanon. During this
period, Arab nationalist movements gained momentum, demanding independence
and self-determination. The conflicting promises made by the
British—supporting both Arab independence and Zionist aspirations—exacerbated
tensions.

In Palestine, Jewish immigration increased significantly due to persecution
in Europe, particularly during the Nazi era, leading to demographic shifts
and heightened tensions with the Arab population. Clashes between Jewish
settlers and Arab communities became frequent, culminating in widespread
violence such as the Arab Revolt (1936-1939). British attempts to mediate



through commissions and white papers largely failed to satisfy either side.

The Establishment of Israel and the Arab-
Israeli Wars

The declaration of the State of Israel in 1948 marked a pivotal moment in the
history of the Middle East conflict. The United Nations' 1947 Partition Plan
proposed dividing Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states, but Arab
leaders rejected it, viewing it as unjust and illegitimate. The ensuing Arab-
Israeli War, fought immediately after Israel's independence, resulted in a
decisive Israeli victory and the displacement of more than 700,000
Palestinian Arabs—a tragedy known as the Nakba ("catastrophe") among
Palestinians.

This war set a pattern of recurring hostilities, including the Suez Crisis of
1956, the Six-Day War in 1967, and the Yom Kippur War of 1973. Each conflict
reshaped borders and deepened animosities. The 1967 war was particularly
transformative, as Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Sinai
Peninsula, and Golan Heights, territories whose status remains central to the
conflict.

The Palestinian National Movement and Regional
Dynamics

The post-1967 era saw the emergence of the Palestinian Liberation
Organization (PLO) as the principal representative of Palestinian
aspirations. Led initially by Yasser Arafat, the PLO sought to unify various
factions under the goal of establishing a Palestinian state. This period also
witnessed increased guerrilla warfare and terrorist attacks, which in turn
provoked harsh Israeli military responses.

Broader regional dynamics further complicated the conflict. Arab states
displayed varying degrees of involvement and interest, influenced by
ideological divides such as pan-Arabism and later Islamist movements. The
Cold War context added another layer, with the United States and the Soviet
Union supporting different actors to expand their spheres of influence.

Peace Efforts and Continuing Challenges

Despite numerous wars, the history of the Middle East conflict also includes
several attempts at peace and diplomacy. The Camp David Accords of 1978
between Egypt and Israel, brokered by the United States, led to the first
Arab country recognizing Israel and returning the Sinai Peninsula in exchange
for peace. This breakthrough, however, isolated Egypt from other Arab states
and did not resolve the Palestinian question.

The Oslo Accords of the 1990s marked another significant milestone,
establishing a framework for Palestinian self-rule and mutual recognition
between Israel and the PLO. Yet, the failure to address core issues such as
settlements, refugees, and Jerusalem’s status led to ongoing friction and
cycles of violence, including the Second Intifada in the early 2000s.



Impact of External Actors and Modern Developments

In recent decades, global and regional powers have played pivotal roles in
shaping the conflict’s trajectory. The United States remains a key ally of
Israel, providing military and diplomatic support, while also attempting to
mediate peace. Meanwhile, countries like Iran have supported Palestinian

factions and Hezbollah, influencing the conflict through proxy engagements.

The Arab Spring uprisings of the 2010s further altered the regional
landscape, weakening traditional Arab regimes and giving rise to new
conflicts that indirectly affected the Israeli-Palestinian dispute.
Additionally, normalization agreements between Israel and several Arab
states, such as the UAE and Bahrain, signal shifting alliances but have not
resolved the fundamental Palestinian issue.

Key Factors Underpinning the Conflict

Several persistent factors underpin the history of the Middle East conflict:

e Territorial disputes: Competing claims over land, borders, and
settlements remain at the heart of the conflict.

e Religious significance: Jerusalem and other holy sites are sacred to
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, intensifying emotional stakes.

e Refugee crises: Millions of Palestinian refugees and their descendants
claim the right of return, which Israel opposes.

e National identity: Both Israelis and Palestinians assert their right to
self-determination and sovereignty.

e International interventions: External powers’ involvement has both
fueled and attempted to mitigate the conflict.

Understanding these elements helps explain why the conflict has proven
resistant to resolution despite decades of negotiation.

The history of the Middle East conflict remains a vital subject for observers
seeking to grasp the contemporary geopolitical landscape. Its deeply
entrenched historical grievances and evolving political realities continue to
shape one of the most enduring and challenging conflicts of our time.
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history of the middle east conflict: Middle East Conflicts from Ancient Egypt to the 21st
Century Spencer C. Tucker, 2019-08-27 With more than 1,100 cross-referenced entries covering
every aspect of conflict in the Middle East, this definitive scholarly reference provides readers with a
substantial foundation for understanding contemporary history in the most volatile region in the
world. This authoritative and comprehensive encyclopedia covers all the key wars, insurgencies, and
battles that have occurred in the Middle East roughly between 3100 BCE and the early decades of
the twenty-first century. It also discusses the evolution of military technology and the development
and transformation of military tactics and strategy from the ancient world to the present. In addition
to the hundreds of entries on major conflicts, military engagements, and diplomatic developments,
the book also features entries on key military, political, and religious leaders. Essays on the major
empires and nations of the region are included, as are overview essays on the major periods under
consideration. The book additionally covers such non-military subjects as diplomacy, national and
international politics, religion and sectarian conflict, cultural phenomena, genocide, international
peacekeeping missions, social movements, and the rise to prominence of international terrorism.
The reference entries are augmented by a carefully curated documents volume that offers primary
sources on such diverse topics as the Greco-Persian Wars, the Crusades, and the Arab-Israeli Wars.

history of the middle east conflict: Fast Facts on the Middle East Conflict Randall Price,
2003-04-21 The conflict in the Middle East raises many questions for Americans, Christians, and the
world community. Randall Price, a bestselling author and expert in Middle Eastern studies, provides
concise answers to those questions. In a practical Q-and-A format with maps, charts, and sidebars,
this book unveils a fascinating timeline of the conflict development as it answers: Why is America
involved? What are the common misconceptions about the conflict? How does the truth differ from
the headlines? Is there a way to resolve this situation? Price's knowledge of Israel, Islam, and the
current controversies provides an insider's information in a quick-reference format. Readers will be
able to understand the complex issues appearing in today's media reports.

history of the middle east conflict: The Israel-Palestine Conflict James L. Gelvin, 2005-08 The
conflict between Israelis and their forebears, on the one hand, and Palestinians and theirs, on the
other, has lasted over a century and generated more than its share of commentaries and histories.
James L. Gelvin's new account of that conflict offers a compelling, accessible and up-to-the-moment
introduction for students and general readers. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, when the
inhabitants of Ottoman Palestine and the Jews of Eastern Europe began to conceive of themselves as
members of national communities, the book traces the evolution and interaction of these
communities from their first encounters, through to the present, as well as exploring the external
pressures and internal logic that has propelled their conflict. The book, which places events in
Palestine within the framework of global history, skilfully interweaves biographical sketches,
eyewitness accounts, poetry, fiction and official documentation into its narrative, and includes
photographs, maps and an abundance of supplementary material.

history of the middle east conflict: Conflicts in the Middle East Since 1945 Peter
Hinchcliffe, Beverley Milton-Edwards, 2003-09-02 First published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

history of the middle east conflict: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Middle East Conflict,
4th Edition Mitchell G. Bard, Ph.D., 2008-09-02 Fully updated fourth edition. The Middle East is
perhaps the most tumultuous area on earth, with ancient battles still being fought. This updated
guide offers an intense look - through the lens of present-day knowledge - at current events and the
everchanging political and social landscape, as well as the region's history. And it addresses: ?The
re-arming of Hezbollah ?Iran's increased threat of acquiring nuclear weapons ?The odds of
Palestinian unity in peace talks ?The evacuation from Gaza

history of the middle east conflict: Die arabische Welt im 20. Jahrhundert Udo Steinbach,
2016-11-16 This history of the Arab world deals with the twentieth-century, from the beginning of
the First World War to the outbreak of the 'Third Arab Revolt' in 2011. The account centres on the



development of all 22 member states of the Arab League. The individual discussions are set in the
political, economic, cultural and religious contexts in the Arab world as a whole and also in the
context of international politics since the end of the Second World War. A separate chapter is
devoted to Germany's role in the Middle East. A forward look at the twenty-first century - the
century of 'the Arabs' - outlines developmental trends in a region that is currently in a state of
dynamic upheaval.

history of the middle east conflict: Die Unterwerfung der Welt Wolfgang Reinhard,
2016-08-09 Sie kamen, sahen und eroberten - 600 Jahre lang haben Europaer die Welt erkundet,
unterworfen und ausgebeutet. Doch zugleich haben sie zahllose Impulse fiir die Entstehung unserer
heutigen Welt gegeben und empfangen. Denn die europaische Expansion war keine EinbahnstralSe,
sondern ein jahrhundertelanger Prozess der Interaktionen. In Wolfgang Reinhards monumentalem
Werk hat die Vorgeschichte der Globalisierung zu einer einzigartigen Gesamtdarstellung gefunden.
Der renommierte Historiker beschreibt von den fruhen Anfangen der europaischen Expansion in
Antike und Mittelalter bis zu den langwierigen Dekolonisationen des 20. Jahrhunderts einen
weltgeschichtlichen Vorgang von gewaltigen zeitlichen und raumlichen Dimensionen. Ob er uber die
Handelssysteme in Asien berichtet oder uber die kunstliche Welt der Plantagen mit ihren Sklaven,
uber okologische Folgen oder konflikttrachtige politische Hinterlassenschaften der europaischen
Expansion, stets ist seine beeindruckend kenntnisreiche Geschichte spannend zu lesen und gepragt
von dem Interesse nicht nur an den Europaern, sondern auch an - den Anderen.

history of the middle east conflict: Nahost verstehen Petra Ramsauer, 2024-10-05 Ein
barbarisches Attentat von palastinensischen Terroristen auf Israel 10ste eine der schwersten
Nahost-Krisen der Geschichte aus. Der verheerende Krieg Israels gegen den Gazastreifen, die
Angriffe von Extremistengruppen der gesamten Region und des Irans drohten einen Flachenbrand
auszulosen. Die Krisen-Journalistin Petra Ramsauer beschreibt in diesem Buch die Folgen des 7.
Oktober 2023 und die politische Sprengkraft der Ereignisse. Sie versteht es in klarer Sprache, die
zentralen Akteure, iberraschende Zusammenhange und Zukunftsperspektiven so zu beschreiben,
dass Konflikte und Geschichte dieser Region verstandlich werden. Der Nahen Osten ist die
Schlusselregion unserer Welt. Mit diesem Buch gelingt es, sie zu verstehen.

history of the middle east conflict: Die syrische Aussenpolitik unter Prasident Hafez Assad
Martin Staheli, 2001 Unter Prasident Hafez Assad ist Syrien zu einem zentralen Akteur des Nahen
Ostens geworden. Assad hat in den 30 Jahren seiner Herrschaft (1970-2000) Syrien als wichtigen
Gegenspieler Israels etabliert. Unter Ausnutzung des globalen Ost-West-Konflikts gelang es Assad,
den Libanon zu kontrollieren und im arabischen Raum eine dominante Stellung einzunehmen. Das
Buch stellt diese Leistungen vor. Wer an einem tiefergehenden Einstieg in die nahostliche
Zeitgeschichte interessiert ist, wird hier systematisch, kenntnisreich und gut verstandlich
informiert. Das Parlament. (Franz Steiner 2001)

history of the middle east conflict: The Near East Conflict United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Foreign Affairs. Subcommittee on the Near East, 1970

history of the middle east conflict: Schweizerische Zeitschrift fiir Religions- und
Kulturgeschichte Vereinigung fiir Schweizerische Kirchengeschichte, 2019-12-05 Der
Themenschwerpunkt richtet verschiedene Schlaglichter auf das Verhaltnis von Religion und
Wirtschaft. Es sollen Dimensionen eines komplexen Verschrankungsfeldes in zeitlich transversaler
Perspektive sichtbar gemacht werden, die Potential fiir die kiinftige Forschung besitzen.
Schwerpunkte liegen auf Institutionen und Akteuren sowie auf ockonomischen, theologischen,
religios-sozialen und wirtschaftsethischen Denkmustern und Kontroversen. This year's edition of the
SZRKG focuses on the relation of religion and economy, highlighting in a perspective of longue
durée dimensions of this complex entanglement with potential for further research. The core areas
of the volume are institutions, agents and economic, theological, social and ethical paradigms and
controversies.

history of the middle east conflict: Nahost Jahrbuch 2001 Deutsches Orient-Institut,
Hanspeter Mattes, 2013-03-13 Dass es um die Menschenrechte schlecht steht, gilt rur viele Teile der



Welt. Fur die hier behan delte Staatengruppe, die einen weiten, vielgestaltigen Raum vom
marokkanischen Atlasgebirge bis zum zentralasiatischen Altai umfasst, kann man die Diagnose
stellen, dass dort nirgendwo die | Menschenrechte, wie sie in der Erklarung der Vereinten Nationen
von 1948 niedergelegt sind , wirklich allgemeine Anerkennung finden. In diesem Beitrag konnen
nicht die Menschenrechtsver 2 letzungen in jedem einzelnen Land des Berichtsraums systematisch
dargestellt werden , es kann hier vielmehr nur um die Darstellung von Tendenzen und
menschenrechtlichen Diskursen gehen. In westlichen Gesellschaften und von westlichen
Wissenschaftlern wird oft die These vertreten, der Islam sei mit den westlichen individuellen
Freiheits- und Menschenrechten grundSatzlich nicht vereinbar. Mit dem Ende des
Ost-West-Konflikts und dem Schlagwort Samuel Huntingtons vom Clash of Civilisations hat dieser
Diskurs neuen Auftrieb bekommen. AulSer Acht gelassen wird dabei, dass der Gedanke der
Menschenrechte (als Rechtsanspruch an den Staat) zwar historisch in Europa und Nordamerika
gepragt wurde, aber auch dort in langen Auseinandersetzungen gegen Widerstande weltlicher und
kirchlicher Machthaber durchgesetzt werden musste. In Frage gestellt wird der universelle
Anspruch der Menschenrechte in den letzten Jahrzehnten durch eine Tendenz zur kulturellen
Relativierung und zur Ablehnung der kodifizierten Menschenrechte als Ausdruck westlichen
Kulturimperialismus'.

history of the middle east conflict: A History of the World from the 20th to the 21st Century
John Ashley Soames Grenville, 2005 Provides a comprehensive survey of the key events and
personalities of this period.

history of the middle east conflict: Narrating and Teaching the Nation Denise Bentrovato,
2016-02-15 The book investigates the politics of education in pre- and post-genocide Rwanda,
examining the actors, interests, and discourses that have historically influenced educational policy
and practice and in particular the production and revision of history curricula and textbooks. This
study combines a systematic historical and comparative analysis of curricula and textbooks in
Rwanda, stakeholder interviews, classroom observations, and a large-scale investigation of pupils’
understandings of the country’s history. Written at a crucial time of transition in Rwanda, it
illuminates the role of education as a powerful means of socialisation through which dominant
discourses and related belief systems have been transmitted to the younger generations, thus
moulding the nation. It outlines emergent challenges and possibilities, urging a move away from the
use of history teaching to disseminate a conveniently selective official history towards practices that
promote critical thinking and reflect the heterogeneity characteristic of Rwanda’s post-genocide
society.

history of the middle east conflict: A History of Modern Palestine Ilan Pappe, 2006-07-24 Ilan
Pappe's book traces the history of Palestine from the Ottomans in the nineteenth century, through
the British Mandate, the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948, and the subsequent wars and
conflicts which have dominated this troubled region. The second edition of Pappe's book has been
updated to include the dramatic events of the 1990s and the early twenty-first century. These years,
which began with a sense of optimism, as the Oslo peace accord was being negotiated, culminated in
the second intifada and the increase of militancy on both sides. Pappe explains the reasons for the
failure of Oslo and the two-state solution, and reflects upon life thereafter as the Palestinians and
Israelis battle it out under the shadow of the wall of separation. As in the first edition, it is the men,
women and children of Palestine who are at the centre of Pappe's narrative.

history of the middle east conflict: Die USA und Israel Wolfgang Weber, 1991 Der Konflikt
um Israel z@hlt zu den gef®hrlichsten Krisenherden der Zeitgeschichte: Er bedroht nicht nur die
@lversorgung der industrialisierten Welt, sondern birgt auch die M€glichkeit einer atomaren
milit@rischen Auseinandersetzung in sich. Diejenige Macht, die das €berleben Israels erm®@glichte,
sind die USA, die nach dem Niedergang der Sowjetunion einzig verbliebene Supermacht. Warum
unterstuetzen die USA den juedischen Staat? In welcher Form gew®hren sie diese Unterstuetzung?
Welche Rolle spielt im amerikanisch-israelischen Verh®ltnis die beruehmt-beruechtigte juedische
Lobby? Auf diese und viele weitere Fragen gibt diese Einfuehrung erstmals historisch vertiefte,



umfassende Antwort. Sie zeigt die Urspruenge und die Entwicklung des politischen Verh®ltnisses
der USA zu Israel ebenso auf, wie die sozialen und kulturellen Grundlagen, auf welchen dieses
Verh®ltnis ruht. Sie belegt, da® dieses Verh®ltnis nur als echte Symbiose zureichend beschrieben
werden kann, und markiert einen entscheidenden analytischen Fortschritt im Verh®ltnis zur
bisherigen Literatur, welche sie in weitem Umfang verarbeitet. .

history of the middle east conflict: A Guide to Documents on the Arab-Palestinian/Israeli
Conflict: 1897-2008 M. Cherif Bassiouni, Shlomo Ben Ami, 2009-05-15 A Guide to Documents on the
Arab-Palestinian/Israeli Conflicts: 1897-2008, is a comprehensive non-partisan compilation designed
to provide relevant legal and historical source material pertaining to this conflict. Each document is
summarized for the reader’s benefit. The compilation contains all United Nations Resolutions and
Reports, Treaties and Agreements, as well as historic documents that are difficult to obtain. To put
the conflict into perspective, a chronology of events is provided, followed by an objective analysis of
the historical background, including discussion of the various phases of the conflict, strategic
considerations, and an analysis of the prospects for peace. The 690 documents summarized with
official citations are the most extensive compilation covering the period from 1897 through 2008,
including some key texts on Jerusalem dating back to earlier times. The documents are organized
according to the conflict’s major topic areas with introductory notes for each part and section. M.
Cherif Bassiouni and Shlomo Ben Ami have had a long history of involvement in the peace process.
Their combined expertise and personal experiences add a unique dimension to this book that will
provide anyone interested in the conflict with a distinct easy-to-use comprehensive compilation of
relevant documents.

history of the middle east conflict: Encyclopedia of the United Nations and International
Agreements: G to M Edmund Jan Osmanczyk, 2003 This thoroughly revised and updated edition is
the most comprehensive and detailed reference ever published on United Nations. The book
demystifies the complex workings of the world's most important and influential international body.

history of the middle east conflict: EU Security Missions and the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict Amr Nasr El-Din, 2016-12-19 This book explores and analyses the various factors that
affected the formulation of the common EU policy towards the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP),
as well as the specifics of the process by which the EU created EUPOL COPPS and EUBAM Rafah. It
answers two central questions: firstly, why and how did the EU decide to create and deploy these
missions? Secondly, where do these two missions fit into the general EU approach to the conflict in
the Middle East? Based on confidential interviews with various actors in the process, uniquely
granted to the author, it reveals the mechanics of decision-making behind the scenes and argues
that the EU decision to expand its role in the MEPP, through the creation of the two missions, was
closely related to the EU’s defined common interests in the Middle East. Further it shows, the
missions were, mainly, the result of the EU’s already established approaches to further its role in the
international political arena. This text will be of key interest to scholars and students of European
foreign policy, EU Politics, Middle East politics and studies, foreign policy analysis, and more
broadly to international relations.

history of the middle east conflict: U.S. Conflicts in the 21st Century Spencer C. Tucker,
2015-12-14 This three-volume reference work provides an up-to-date presentation and analysis of
the U.S. wars of the 21st century, addressing their backgrounds, causes, courses, and consequences.
It serves as an indispensable resource for students seeking to understand the role of the United
States in the world today. Addressing the U.S. conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Global War on
Terror from the year 2001 to the present, this comprehensive, three-volume encyclopedia covers the
significant individuals, key events, and important places involved in these recent military events.
Beginning with the rise of Al Qaeda in the 1990s and the attacks on September 11, 2001, and
covering events through ISIS's dramatic surge in Iraq and Syria, the hundreds of detailed entries
also examine historical trends; nations and ethnicities involved in the conflicts; influential figures
and organizations; economic, political, diplomatic, and cultural influences; wars, campaigns, and
battles; and important weapons systems. The set's A-Z organization makes it an easy-to-use ready




reference for high school and college students. Perspective essays on several controversial
topics—such as the use of torture and the effects of the Patriot Act—serve to inspire readers to apply
critical thinking. A detailed chronology is provided to help students place all the important events
that have occurred in the Afghanistan War, Iraq War, and War on Terror. Each of the chronologically
arranged primary documents is introduced with a brief overview to provide important background
information and context.
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