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MLB Playoff Format History: A Journey Through Baseball’s Postseason Evolution

mlb playoff format history is a fascinating tale that mirrors the growth and transformation of Major

League Baseball itself. From humble beginnings featuring just a showdown between league champions

to today’s elaborate multi-tiered postseason, the evolution of MLB’s playoff system reveals a sport

constantly adapting to fan interests, competitive balance, and broadcasting demands. Whether you’re

a die-hard baseball fan or someone curious about how the postseason came to be as we know it,

understanding this history provides rich context for the excitement of October baseball.

The Early Days: The World Series Begins

Before diving into the complex formats of recent decades, it’s essential to go back to the late 19th and

early 20th centuries when MLB was still finding its footing. The term “playoffs” didn’t even exist as we

know it. Instead, the postseason was essentially a single championship series.

The Birth of the World Series

The first official World Series was played in 1903 between the American League and National League

champions. This best-of-nine series marked the beginning of a tradition that remains the pinnacle of

baseball competition. For decades, MLB’s postseason consisted solely of this matchup — the two

league winners facing off directly, with no intermediate rounds.

This straightforward format reflected the smaller size of the league and simpler scheduling constraints.

Fans eagerly awaited the fall classic as the ultimate test of supremacy, with no wildcard spots or

divisional series to muddy the waters.



Expansion and the Introduction of Divisions

As baseball’s popularity soared mid-century and the league expanded, the need for a more structured

playoff system became clear. Simply sending the two league winners to the World Series no longer

made sense.

Divisional Playoffs Come to Life (1969)

The year 1969 was a turning point in MLB playoff format history. Both the American and National

Leagues expanded from 10 to 12 teams and split into East and West divisions. This change introduced

the League Championship Series (LCS), a best-of-five round between division winners to decide who

would advance to the World Series.

This shift had several important effects:

It extended the postseason, giving fans more playoff baseball to enjoy.

It introduced a new level of competition by having two rounds before the final.

It made divisional races more meaningful, increasing the stakes throughout the regular season.

The LCS initially lasted five games, but it was soon expanded to seven games in 1985, adding more

drama and opportunity for comebacks.



The Wild Card Era: More Teams, More Excitement

The 1990s ushered in one of the most significant changes in MLB playoff format history — the

introduction of the Wild Card.

Wild Card Introduction in 1994

In 1994, MLB realigned into three divisions per league (East, Central, West), and the Wild Card spot

was added to the playoffs. The Wild Card allowed the team with the best record outside of division

winners to qualify, increasing the number of playoff teams from four to eight.

Unfortunately, the 1994 postseason was canceled due to a players’ strike, so the new format truly

debuted in 1995.

The Division Series and Wild Card Games

With this format, the playoff structure became:

Division Series (best-of-five): Division winners vs. Wild Card teams.1.

League Championship Series (best-of-seven): Winners of Division Series.2.

World Series (best-of-seven): ALCS vs. NLCS champions.3.

This change injected fresh energy into September and October baseball, as more teams had a shot at

contention. Wild Card teams often became fan favorites as underdogs capable of deep playoff runs.



Modern Tweaks: The Expanded Wild Card and Play-In Games

The 21st century has seen MLB continue to refine its playoff format, balancing the desire for inclusivity

with maintaining the regular season’s importance.

The Addition of a Second Wild Card (2012)

Starting in 2012, MLB introduced a second Wild Card team in each league. These two Wild Card

teams would face off in a one-game playoff known as the Wild Card Game, with the winner advancing

to the Division Series. This single-elimination format added a thrilling do-or-die element to the playoffs,

making the Wild Card Game one of the most intense contests in baseball.

Expanded Postseason in 2020 and Beyond

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, MLB temporarily expanded the playoffs in 2020 to include

eight teams per league, introducing a best-of-three Wild Card Series. This format gave more teams a

chance to compete in the postseason and was generally well-received by fans.

Building on that momentum, MLB permanently adopted an expanded 12-team playoff format starting in

2022. The current format includes:

Three division winners and three Wild Card teams per league.

The top two division winners receive a bye to the Division Series.

The remaining teams face off in a best-of-three Wild Card Series.



This format rewards regular-season success with byes while still keeping more teams in the hunt late

into the season, striking a balance between fairness and excitement.

Why the Changes Matter: The Impact of Playoff Format

Evolution

Understanding the MLB playoff format history isn’t just about dates and rules — it offers insight into

how the sport has grown and adapted.

Enhancing Competition and Fan Engagement

Each change in the playoff structure has been motivated by a desire to keep the game competitive

and engaging. By expanding the postseason, MLB has ensured more markets stay invested deep into

the season, which is crucial for television ratings, ticket sales, and overall popularity.

Balancing Regular Season and Postseason Importance

A delicate tension exists between rewarding teams for regular-season excellence and allowing for

dramatic postseason comebacks. MLB’s evolving formats reflect attempts to strike this balance,

whether through byes, one-game playoffs, or series lengths.

Creating New Narratives and Moments

The addition of Wild Card games and expanded series has produced unforgettable moments and



Cinderella stories that enrich baseball’s lore. These changes have made the playoffs more

unpredictable and entertaining, to the delight of fans.

Looking Ahead: The Future of MLB Postseason

While the current format is relatively new, MLB continues to evaluate its postseason structure,

considering fan feedback, player input, and competitive fairness. Potential future tweaks could involve

further expansion, adjustments to series lengths, or innovations like neutral-site games.

Baseball’s tradition-rich postseason will undoubtedly keep evolving, but the core thrill of teams battling

it out for a chance at the World Series remains unchanged. The mlb playoff format history is a

testament to the sport’s ability to honor its past while embracing change.

Whether you’re watching a tense Wild Card Game or a classic seven-game World Series showdown,

the journey through MLB’s playoff formats enhances appreciation for every pitch, hit, and catch in the

fall.

Frequently Asked Questions

How has the MLB playoff format evolved over time?

The MLB playoff format has evolved from a simple World Series between the American League and

National League champions to a multi-tiered postseason featuring Wild Card games, Division Series,

League Championship Series, and the World Series. The number of teams and rounds has increased

to enhance competition and fan engagement.

When was the first MLB playoff series introduced?

The first MLB playoff series was the World Series, introduced in 1903, featuring the champions of the



American League and National League facing off for the championship.

What changes were made to the MLB playoff format in 1995?

In 1995, MLB introduced the Division Series round and expanded the playoffs to include three division

winners and one Wild Card team per league, creating a four-team playoff bracket in each league

before the League Championship Series.

How did the 2012 MLB playoff format change the Wild Card system?

In 2012, MLB added a second Wild Card team in each league and introduced a single-elimination Wild

Card Game between the two Wild Card teams to determine who advances to the Division Series.

What was the impact of the 2020 MLB playoff format changes?

The 2020 MLB playoffs were expanded due to the COVID-19 shortened season, allowing 16 teams

into the postseason with a best-of-three Wild Card Series, increasing opportunities for teams to

participate in the playoffs.

How many teams currently make the MLB playoffs as of 2024?

As of 2024, 12 teams make the MLB playoffs: three division winners and three Wild Card teams from

each league, with the Wild Card teams competing in a Wild Card Series to advance.

Why has MLB frequently changed its playoff format?

MLB has changed its playoff format to increase competitiveness, generate more fan interest and

revenue, accommodate league expansions, and adapt to unique circumstances like the 2020

pandemic.



Additional Resources

MLB Playoff Format History: An Evolution of Postseason Baseball

mlb playoff format history reveals a fascinating journey through over a century of baseball innovation,

adjustments, and expansion. The structure of Major League Baseball’s postseason has been anything

but static, evolving in response to league growth, competitive balance, and fan engagement. From its

early days featuring a simple face-off between league champions to today’s multi-tiered playoff system,

the MLB postseason format history encapsulates shifts in sports culture and business strategy alike.

Understanding how the MLB playoff format has transformed over time offers insight into the changing

landscape of professional baseball. The history of postseason structures reflects broader trends in the

sport, including league expansions, divisional realignments, and the increasing commercialization of

the game. Exploring these developments not only clarifies how champions are crowned today but also

underscores the complexities and debates that have accompanied each major change.

Origins of the MLB Postseason: The World Series Begins

The MLB playoff format history begins in 1903 with the inception of the World Series, the first official

postseason championship between the American League (AL) and National League (NL) champions.

Prior to this, the two leagues operated independently, with no formal post-regular season

championship. The early World Series was a simple best-of-nine format, later transitioned to best-of-

seven, featuring only the pennant winners of each league.

For over five decades, this structure remained relatively stable. The postseason was confined to a

direct championship series between the AL and NL winners, with no additional rounds or wildcard

entries. This format emphasized the importance of winning the league pennant, and the regular season

carried tremendous weight, as only one team per league advanced.



Key Features of the Early Playoff Format

Two-team postseason: Only AL and NL champions competed.

Best-of-seven World Series: Established as the standard championship format.

No divisional or wildcard rounds: No additional playoff games prior to the World Series.

While this format was straightforward, it faced criticism for limiting postseason opportunities and

potentially excluding strong teams who fell short of the pennant.

Divisional Expansion and the Introduction of League

Championship Series

The 1960s brought significant changes to the MLB playoff format history. As the leagues expanded

and added new franchises, the need for a more complex postseason structure became apparent. In

1969, MLB introduced divisional play, splitting both the AL and NL into East and West divisions. This

restructuring created a new layer of competition and necessitated an additional playoff round: the

League Championship Series (LCS).

The LCS pitted the winners of each division against one another in a best-of-five series initially (later

expanded to best-of-seven in 1985). This playoff round determined the pennant winner who would

advance to the World Series, effectively adding an extra hurdle to postseason glory.



Advantages of Introducing Divisions and LCS

Increased postseason participation: More teams had a chance to compete after the regular

season.

More playoff excitement: The LCS gave fans additional high-stakes series.

Balanced competition: Divisions allowed for regional rivalries and better scheduling.

However, the split also drew some criticism. Teams with better overall records sometimes missed the

playoffs if they did not win their division, leading to debates about fairness and prompting future playoff

format adjustments.

Wildcard Era and Expanded Playoffs

The next major shift in the MLB playoff format history occurred in 1994, when the league realigned into

three divisions per league (East, Central, West) and introduced the wildcard system. Though 1994’s

postseason was canceled due to a strike, the new format debuted in 1995 and fundamentally altered

postseason dynamics.

Under this system, the three division winners in each league were joined by a single wildcard

team—the non-division winner with the best record—to create a four-team playoff bracket per league.

This led to the creation of the Division Series (ALDS and NLDS), a best-of-five round preceding the

League Championship Series.



Impact of the Wildcard Introduction

Greater inclusivity: Teams that finished second in their divisions could still enter the postseason.

More competitive balance: Wildcard teams often had records superior to some division winners.

Additional playoff rounds: The Division Series added more decisive games and revenue

opportunities.

While the wildcard system was generally praised for adding excitement and fairness, it also introduced

strategic considerations for teams managing rosters and pitching rotations over a longer postseason.

Modern Playoff Format: Multiple Wildcards and Expanded

Fields

The most recent evolution in the MLB playoff format history came with the addition of a second

wildcard team in each league in 2012, creating a single-elimination Wild Card Game. This format

raised the stakes for non-division winners, who now faced a sudden-death game to advance to the

Division Series.

Further expansion occurred in 2020, partly as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic-shortened

season. MLB temporarily increased the playoff field to include eight teams per league—three division

winners, three division runners-up, and two additional wildcards—who competed in a best-of-three Wild

Card Series. This format was partially retained and adjusted in subsequent seasons, reflecting MLB’s

experimentation with postseason structures aimed at maximizing fan interest and competitive fairness.



Features of the Current Postseason Format

Three division winners per league.

Three wildcards per league, including a Wild Card Series.

Best-of-three Wild Card Series, followed by best-of-five Division Series and best-of-seven LCS

and World Series.

This expanded format has generated mixed reactions. Supporters highlight the increased opportunity

for teams and fans, while critics argue that it dilutes the importance of the regular season and may

lead to less-rested top-seeded teams.

Comparative Analysis of MLB Postseason Formats

Examining the MLB playoff format history reveals trade-offs between simplicity, fairness, and

entertainment value. The original format’s simplicity ensured that only the very best teams competed,

but it limited the number of postseason participants. The divisional era and wildcard introduction

expanded access but sometimes allowed teams with inferior records to advance.

The current expanded playoff structure aims to strike a balance—offering opportunities for more teams

while maintaining tiered series to determine the best team. Financial considerations, such as increased

television revenue and ticket sales, have also influenced these format changes.



Pros and Cons of the Expanded Playoff Era

Pros:1.

More teams keep fan bases engaged late into the season.

Additional high-stakes games generate excitement and revenue.

Wild Card Series provide dramatic, winner-take-all moments.

Cons:2.

Potentially diminishes regular season significance for division winners.

Short Wild Card Series can lead to randomness and upsets.

Longer postseason may strain pitching staffs and player health.

These factors continue to fuel debates among analysts, players, and fans regarding the optimal

postseason format for MLB.

The MLB playoff format history is thus a story of adaptation and balancing competing

interests—competitive integrity, fan engagement, and commercial success. As baseball continues to

evolve, the postseason format may undergo further changes, reflecting the ongoing quest to crown a



true champion in the most compelling manner possible.
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  mlb playoff format history: Baseball For Dummies Joe Morgan, Richard Lally, 2025-02-11
Learn the basics of baseball as a player, spectator, or coach Baseball For Dummies gets you started
learning about this popular sport. You can improve your fundamentals as a player, inspire your team
as a coach, or enjoy watching baseball as a superfan. The book includes helpful illustrations and
diagrams that make it easy to understand the rules. You'll learn about offensive and defensive
strategies, hitting and pitching techniques, the roles of each player on the team, what managers and
coaches do, and how to understand baseball statistics. In beginner-friendly terms, this guide also
covers the differences between the Minor and Major Leagues, T-Ball, college baseball, and leagues
around the world. Batter up! Get a handle on the basic rules, strategies, and skills of baseball Learn
about the different baseball leagues—including recent changes to the rules—so you can have fun
following the sport Improve your technique with tips on pitching, hitting, and fielding Delve into
statistics and advanced concepts that will help you understand pro play This book is for baseball
fans of every level, from beginners to loyal fans who want to know even more. Players and coaches
will also love this book's advice on how to sharpen their skills.
  mlb playoff format history: The Golden Era of Major League Baseball Bryan
Soderholm-Difatte, 2015-11-05 When Jackie Robinson made his debut at Ebbets Field on opening
day in 1947, the Brooklyn Dodgers became the first major league team with a black player anywhere
in its organization. By the end of the Golden Era of baseball, a period in and around the 1950s, there
would be an unprecedented number of notable black players in the major leagues, including Hall of
Famers Hank Aaron, Ernie Banks, Roberto Clemente, Willie Mays, and Jackie Robinson. While this
era is defined by integration, it was also the age of the “boys of summer” Brooklyn Dodgers, New
York Yankee dominance, and the first major change in the geographic landscape of the big leagues
in half a century. In The Golden Era of Major League Baseball: A Time of Transition and Integration,
Bryan Soderholm-Difatte explores the significant events and momentous changes that took place in
baseball from 1947 to 1960. Beginning with Jackie Robinson’s rookie season in 1947,
Soderholm-Difatte provides a careful and thorough examination of baseball’s integration, including
the struggles of black players who were not elite to break into the starting lineups. In addition, the
author looks at the dying practice of player-managers, the increasing use of relief pitchers and
platooning, the iconic 1951 pennant race between the New York Giants and the Brooklyn Dodgers,
and more. Soderholm-Difatte also tells the stories of three central characters to this era, whose
innovations, strategies, and vision changed the game—Branch Rickey, who challenged the baseball
establishment by integrating the Dodgers; Casey Stengel, whose 1949-1953 Yankees won five
straight championships; and Leo Durocher, whose spy operations was a major factor in the Giants’
1951 pennant surge. In an age when baseball was at the forefront of American society, integration
would come to be the foremost legacy of the Golden Era. But this was also a time of innovative
strategy, from the use of pinch hitters to frequent defensive substitutions. Concluding with an
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overview of how baseball is still evolving today, The Golden Era of Major League Baseball will be of
interest to baseball fans and historians as well as to scholars examining the history of integration in
sports.
  mlb playoff format history: The Business of Sports Scott Rosner, Kenneth Shropshire,
2011-01-07 The Business of Sports, Second Edition is a comprehensive collection of readings that
focus on the multibillion-dollar sports industry and the dilemmas faced by today’s sports business
leaders. It covers professional, Olympic, and collegiate sports, and highlights the major issues that
impact each of these broad areas. The Second Edition provides insight from a variety of stakeholders
in the industry and covers the major business disciplines of management, marketing, finance,
information technology, accounting, ethics, and law. Each chapter features concise introductions, a
broad range of focused readings and targeted discussion questions, and graphs and tables to convey
relevant financial data and other statistics.
  mlb playoff format history: The New England League Charlie Bevis, 2007-12-14 This book
delves deep into the history of the New England League, whose years of operation spanned six
decades during the pivotal early years of minor league baseball. Author Charlie Bevis, an expert on
New England's baseball past, explores the complex ties to the regional economy, especially to the
textile industry, and discusses the pioneering experiments with playoffs, night baseball, and
integration.
  mlb playoff format history: A History of Cuban Baseball, 1864–2006 Peter C. Bjarkman,
2014-06-17 When Cuba met Japan in the finals of Major League Baseball’s 2006 World Baseball
Classic (WBC), many among the international audience were shocked that a purported “amateur”
team could challenge for the sport’s first true world championship. But those who had paid attention
to international tournaments were hardly surprised by Cuba’s strong showing against all-star teams
of Puerto Rican, Dominican, Venezuelan, and U.S. major leaguers. The undisputed champions of
global baseball, Cuba had reigned supreme for better than a half-century at the avowed American
national game. In this groundbreaking volume, Peter Bjarkman traces the full arc of island baseball
history, from the pioneering era of integrated play in the winter leagues, across the many triumphs
of the post-revolution decades, and up through Cuba’s initial WBC triumphs.
  mlb playoff format history: The ESPN Baseball Encyclopedia Gary Gillette, Pete Palmer, 2008
Details statistics from United States baseball teams and players from before 1900 through the
previous season, including draft information, and provides lists of award winners and world
champion teams.
  mlb playoff format history: The Ultimate St. Louis Cardinals Time Machine Book Martin
Gitlin, 2023-05-01 The Ultimate St. Louis Cardinals Time Machine presents a timeline format that
not only includes the Cardinals’ greatest moments, such as their eleven World Series titles, but also
such notable Cardinal achievements as Rogers Hornsby's two batting triple crowns, Dizzy Dean's
30-win season in 1934, Stan Musial's 17 MLB and 29 NL records, Bob Gibson's 1.12 earned run
average (ERA) in 1968, Whitey Herzog's Whiteyball, Mark McGwire's single season home run
record, and the 2011 championship team's unprecedented comebacks. The Cardinals have won 105
or more games in four seasons and won 100 or more nine times. Cardinals players have won 20
league MVPs, four batting Triple Crowns, and three Cy Young Awards. All these highlights and more
comprise this essential book for all fans of the national pastime.
  mlb playoff format history: The Story of the Colorado Rockies Tyler Omoth, 2007-07 Examines
the history, players, and future of the Colorado Rockies baseball team.
  mlb playoff format history: Beltway Boys Elliot Smith, 2013-03 An insider s look at the
Washington Nationals breakout season and their unique strategy to piece together a contending
team, this work shows how the team combined once-in-a-generation talent with an experienced
manager and a roster of other talented young players to lead the team to the top of the National
League East. Anchored by a pair of number one draft picksthe steady, serious Stephen Strasburg
and the brash, bold Bryce Harperthe Nationals have been elevated to first place in the National
League East. Beltway Boys dives into Strasburg and Harper s preordained journey to the major



leagues and the challenges they faced once they arrived, including Strasburg s recovery from
Tommy John Surgery and Harper s misperceived persona. Also included are several
never-before-told stories about the budding superstars, manager Davey Johnson, and general
manager Mike Rizzo, making this the perfect reference for any baseball fan.
  mlb playoff format history: Amazin' Upset John G. Robertson, Carl T. Madden, 2021-07-09 In
October 1969, the New York Mets stunned the sports world by defeating the heavily favored
Baltimore Orioles in a memorable World Series. Their five-game triumph capped off a true
Cinderella season, when the woebegone National League franchise rose from laughingstock to
popular champions. The histories of both the Mets and Orioles are traced, along with their paths to
the climactic '69 Series. A batter-by-batter recap of all five games gives a box seat view to a storied
moment in baseball history.
  mlb playoff format history: A Baseball Book of Days Phil Coffin, 2025-02-10 Almost anywhere
on a calendar you can pinpoint the date of a memorable baseball moment: Jackie Robinson's first
game, Eddie Gaedel's only game, the sale of Babe Ruth to the Yankees and the clause that might
have prevented it. These and dozens more are recounted in this book chronicling hallmark days.
From the first no-hitter in modern baseball (maybe) to the deep roots for the first night game in the
major leagues, this book provides a detailed narrative of the game's most important moments, told in
31 singular, remarkable days. Covering the long path to integration, the rise of Dominican players in
the game and the infamous banning of the spitter, this calendar of the diamond covers baseball from
every angle and in every month of the year.
  mlb playoff format history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1990 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  mlb playoff format history: Playing for a Winner Brandon Isleib, 2017-01-10 He never felt
like a Hall of Famer. You can't argue with championships. If he was so good, why were his teams so
bad? On talk shows and in sports bars, statements like these are often made about both underrated
and overrated players. It's generally accepted that being in a bigger market or on a winning team
can cause a player to be overrated, while the opposite can leave them underrated. Examining
pennant races to show how much attention a team receives and which teams are getting the most
attention provides a context to this familiar commentary. This book studies the effects of the sports
media spotlight (and its absence) on the fortunes of teams in pennant races and Hall of Fame
inductees. Along the way, the author brings to light accomplished players most non-fans have
probably never heard of.
  mlb playoff format history: Feeding the Monster Seth Mnookin, 2007-06-05 Presents a
comprehensive history of the Boston Red Sox baseball league describing the players, coaches,
management, and politics that contributed to their 2004 World Series championship.
  mlb playoff format history: Major League Baseball Organizations Frank P. Jozsa Jr.,
2016-10-07 This book analyzes and highlights the development and success of major league baseball
teams in the National League and the American League, focusing on each team’s performance in
seasons and postseasons and to what extent each succeeded as a business enterprise despite
competition for market share from other types of entertainment. The book discusses historical and
financial information about the 30 major league franchises. Each chapter contains two core
themes—Team Performances and Franchise Business. The former highlights which and how teams
won division and league championships and World Series while the latter lists and compares
financial data including their revenue, gate receipts, and operating income and describes interesting
business topics. Each chapter also provides an overview of when each franchise organized and why
it joined MLB, a brief profile of its current majority owner or ownership group, records of teams’
special coaches and players, attendances at home games, and how their ballparks rank as a venue



for fans. Baseball Business explains why particular teams located in large, midsized, or small
markets win more games and titles than others and when and how frequently that occurs.
Furthermore, it provides ways to compare franchises’ financial success individually, by division, and
by league. By linking and comparing the historical performances of MLB teams to financial
information about them as business organizations, this book offers a unique contribution to the
literature on the sports industry.
  mlb playoff format history: Sports and the Law Charles E. Quirk, 2021-12-12 First Published
in 1999. This is a collection of essays looking at the continuing growth and significance of Sports
Law. Among the tokens of the flourishing of sports law during the past two decades are the
publication of specialized treatises, articles on facets of sports law in traditional law reviews,
appearance of legal journals or reviews devoted solely to sports law, and courses on the subject in
law schools. Sports and the Law: Major Legal Cases should attract the interest of a variety of
audiences. Authorities in the field of sports law will want to examine how their colleagues as well as
non- specialists treat specific cases and broader issues. Also, lawyers who lack familiarity with
sports law may desire an introductory exposure to the rapidly expanding field. Each essay ends with
a selected bibliography.
  mlb playoff format history: The 1960s in Sports , Miles Coverdale Jr., 2020-04-27 This book
includes the most significant sporting events of the 1960s, covering all the moments that generated
tremendous growth in professional and college sports in America during this decade. It features
stories such as Roger Maris breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record, Wilt Chamberlain scoring 100
points, and Muhammad Ali beating Sonny Liston. Sports became a national obsession in the 1960s
as people tuned in on their new televisions to watch the exploits of some of the most legendary
athletes and teams in history. It was the decade of Mickey Mantle, Jim Brown, Bill Russell, Bobby
Hull, and Arnold Palmer, the decade when the Celtics dominated basketball, Joe Namath delivered
on his Super Bowl guarantee, and the Miracle Mets won the World Series. In The 1960s in Sports: A
Decade of Change, Miles Coverdale looks back at what was arguably the greatest decade in sports
history, when the sports world of today began to take shape during a very tumultuous period of
American history. At the start of the decade, thirteen years after Jackie Robinson broke the color
barrier in baseball, major league rosters were still populated mostly by white Americans. The NFL
and NBA were struggling financially and were much less popular than college football and
basketball. The Olympics were still open only to amateur athletes. But the sports landscape changed
dramatically in the 1960s. Coverdale traces this development by covering the significant events and
iconic players of the decade, including stars such as Sandy Koufax, Johnny Unitas, Bobby Orr, and
Jack Nicklaus. There were great teams and incredible rivalries, and professional and college sports
alike expanded and thrived. Featuring over 70 photos of legendary athletes and memorable
moments, The 1960s in Sports transports the reader back to a golden age in sports. With additional
coverage of important historical events such as the Cold War, Vietnam, and the Civil Rights
Movement, this book also reveals how social and political events impacted the sports world, making
it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in this significant decade.
  mlb playoff format history: Globalization, Sports Law and Labour Mobility Matt Nichol, This
book examines labour regulation and labour mobility in two professional baseball leagues: Major
League Baseball in the United States and Nippon Professional Baseball in Japan. Through vivid
comparative study, Matt Nichol explores how each league internally regulates labour mobility and
how this internal regulation engages with external regulation from the legislature, statutory
authorities and the courts. This comparison of two highly restrictive labour markets utilizes
regulatory theory and labour regulation and suggests a framework for a global player transfer
system in baseball.
  mlb playoff format history: A Season to Forget Ronald Snyder, 2019-04-23 Between 1966 and
1983, the Baltimore Orioles were considered the best team in baseball. During that span, the team
won three World Series, advanced to three others, and competed for a playoff spot just about every
season. The Orioles were a model franchise thanks to its “Orioles Way” approach to building a



franchise through a strong farm system. Future Hall of Famers like Brooks Robinson, Jim Palmer,
Cal Ripken Jr., and Eddie Murray made their ways through the ranks and helped put consistent
winners on the field. But five years after Ripken caught the final out to clinch the Orioles World
Series victory over the Philadelphia Phillies, the franchise was in disarray. From not understanding
how to utilize free agency to having their once famed farm system dry up of talent, the once-proud
franchise was spiraling downward. Heading into the 1988 season, the Orioles expected to struggle
after a 95-loss season the year before. Not even the return of famed manager Earl Weaver in 1985
and 1986 was enough to turn the team around. The Orioles attempted to revamp their roster in 1988
with 14 new players on the roster compared to the year before. The team opened that season 0–21,
shattering the record for futility to start a season by eight games. They consistently found different
ways to lose each night to the point that President Ronald Regan sent a message of support to the
lovable losers from Charm City. Religious leaders and mental health professionals even offered to
help the team find that elusive first win. In the same vein as Jimmy Breslin’s Can’t Anyone Here Play
This Game? on the 1962 New York Mets, author Ron Snyder discusses just how did a once model
franchise devolved into a team with the distinction of having the worst start of any team in MLB
history. A Season to Forget takes an in-depth look at the lead up to that season, a game-by-game
breakdown of the streak, and the toll it took on those who lived through it.
  mlb playoff format history: Bill Virdon David Jerome, 2023-03-07 One of the most underrated
players in baseball history, Bill Virdon went on to successfully manage four Major League teams.
Rookie of the Year with the 1955 St. Louis Cardinals, he played center field for 10 seasons with the
Pittsburgh Pirates, next to right fielder Roberto Clemente. Virdon's key plays clinched the Pirates'
victory over the New York Yankees in the 1960 World Series. He was instrumental in coaching the
Bucs during the 1971 Series against the Baltimore Orioles, and later that year became their
manager, Virdon was American League Manager of the Year with the Yankees in 1974, and National
League Manager of the Year with the Houston Astros in 1980. In 1984 he ended his MLB managerial
career while with the Montreal Expos yet continued to coach through the 2002 season. This
first-ever biography covers his remarkable career, with previously untold stories from Virdon and his
wife, Shirley.
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