ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION

ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION: UNLOCKING THE PATH To READING SUCCESS

ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN HOW CHILDREN AND LEARNERS DEVELOP THEIR READING SKILLS.
PHONICS/ THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOUNDS AND LETTERS, IS A FOUNDATIONAL ELEMENT IN EARLY LITERACY. BUT TEACHING
PHONICS ISN’T JUST ABOUT INTRODUCING LETTERS AND SOUNDS RANDOMLY, THE SEQUENCE IN \WHICH PHONICS SKILLS ARE
TAUGHT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT A LEARNER’S ABILITY TO DECODE WORDS, COMPREHEND TEXT, AND ULTIMATELY BECOME
CONFIDENT READERS. UNDERSTANDING THE BEST ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION HELPS EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND TUTORS
CREATE MORE EFFECTIVE READING PROGRAMS THAT BUILD ON PRIOR KNOWLEDGE AND GRADUALLY INCREASE IN COMPLEXITY.

WHY THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION MATTERS

PHONICS INSTRUCTION IS MORE THAN MEMORIZING LETTER NAMES AND SOUNDS. IT’S ABOUT CONNECTING THOSE SOUNDS TO
MEANINGFUL UNITS THAT FORM WORDS. W/HEN PHONICS LESSONS ARE PRESENTED IN A LOGICAL, STRUCTURED SEQUENCE,
LEARNERS CAN MAKE CONNECTIONS MORE EASILY AND APPLY THEIR KNOWLEDGE TO NEW WORDS. A WELL-PLANNED ORDER
PREVENTS CONFUSION AND FRUSTRATION, WHICH CAN ARISE IF LEARNERS ARE INTRODUCED TO COMPLEX PATTERNS BEFORE
MASTERING THE BASICS.

FOR EXAMPLE, TEACHING SIMPLE CONSONANT SOUNDS AND SHORT VOWEL SOUNDS FIRST ENABLES CHILDREN TO BLEND THESE
SOUNDS AND READ SIMPLE WORDS LIKE “CAT,” “DOG,” OR “SIT.” INTRODUCING MORE COMPLICATED SOUND COMBINATIONS TOO
EARLY CAN OVERWHELM STUDENTS AND HINDER PROGRESS. THEREFORE, A CAREFULLY DESIGNED PROGRESSION SUPPORTS BOTH
DECODING SKILLS AND READING FLUENCY.

FOUNDATIONS: STARTING WITH THE BASICS

BEGINNING WITH LETTER-SOUND CORRESPONDENCES

THE INITIAL STEP IN PHONICS INSTRUCTION TYPICALLY FOCUSES ON TEACHING INDIVIDUAL LETTER SOUNDS, USUALLY STARTING
WITH CONSONANTS. LETTERS LIKE /M/, /S/, [T/, [P/, AND [N/ ARE OFTEN AMONG THE FIRST SOUNDS INTRODUCED BECAUSE
THEY ARE COMMON, EASILY ARTICULATED, AND APPEAR FREQUENTLY IN EARLY READING MATERIALS. ALONGSIDE CONSONANTS,
SHORT VOWEL SOUNDS LIKE /A/, [€/, /1], [o], AND /U] ARE TAUGHT TO HELP STUDENTS FORM SIMPLE CV C (CONSONANT-
VOWEL-CONSONANT) WORDS.

THIS PHASE IS CRITICAL BECAUSE LEARNERS NEED TO CONFIDENTLY RECOGNIZE AND PRODUCE THESE SOUNDS BEFORE MOVING ON
TO MORE COMPLEX CONCEPTS. ACTIVITIES SUCH AS SOUND MATCHING, LETTER NAMING, AND PRACTICING SIMPLE BLENDING
EXERCISES SOLIDIFY THESE FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS.

INTRODUCING BLENDING AND SEGMENTING

ONCE LEARNERS ARE COMFORTABLE WITH INDIVIDUAL SOUNDS, INSTRUCTION NATURALLY PROGRESSES TO BLENDING SOUNDS
TOGETHER TO READ WHOLE WORDS. BLENDING IS THE ABILITY TO SMOOTHLY COMBINE SEPARATE PHONEMES INTO A COHESIVE
SPOKEN WORD, WHILE SEGMENTING INVOLVES BREAKING DOWN WORDS INTO THEIR INDIVIDUAL SOUNDS. THESE SKILLS ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR DECODING UNFAMILIAR WORDS AND FOR SPELLING.

TEACHERS OFTEN START BLENDING WITH SIMPLE WORDS LIKE “BAT” OR “PIN,” ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO HEAR EACH SOUND
AND THEN BLEND THEM QUICKLY. SEGMENTING EXERCISES MIGHT INVOLVE ASKING STUDENTS TO IDENTIFY THE SOUNDS IN A \WORD
OR TO STRETCH OUT THE SOUNDS VERBALLY.



ADVANCING TO CoMPLEX PATTERNS AND DIGRAPHS

TeACHING DIGRAPHS AND CONSONANT BLENDS

AFTER MASTERING SIMPLE CVC WORDS, THE NEXT LOGICAL STEP IS INTRODUCING DIGRAPHS—TWO LETTERS THAT COMBINE TO
MAKE ONE SOUND, SUCH AS “CH,” “SH,” “TH,” AND “WH.” THESE LETTER PAIRS ARE COMMON IN ENGLISH AND APPEAR

3 < 3 <

FREQUENTLY IN EARLY READING MATERIALS. ALONGSIDE DIGRAPHS, CONSONANT BLENDS LIKE “BL,” “ST,” “CR,” AND “PL” ARE

/

TAUGHT. UNLIKE DIGRAPHS, BLENDS INVOLVE TWO OR THREE LETTERS WHERE EACH LETTER’S SOUND CAN STILL BE HEARD.
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UNDERSTANDING THESE PATTERNS ALLOWS LEARNERS TO TACKLE MORE COMPLEX WORDS AND IMPROVES THEIR FLUENCY. FOR
EXAMPLE, ONCE STUDENTS RECOGNIZE THE DIGRAPH “CH,” THEY CAN READ WORDS LIKE “CHIP,” “CHOP,” OR “CHURCH” MORE
CONFIDENTLY.

VoweL TEAMS AND LONG VOWELS

LONG VOWEL SOUNDS AND VOWEL TEAMS (COMBINATIONS OF TWO VOWELS THAT PRODUCE A SINGLE SOUND) ARE
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INTRODUCED AFTER LEARNERS HAVE A SOLID GRASP OF SHORT VOWELS. COMMON VOWEL TEAMS INCLUDE “EA, Al,” TOA,

AND “EE.” THESE PAIRS CAN BE PARTICULARLY TRICKY BECAUSE THEY OFTEN DEFY SIMPLE SOUNDING-OUT RULES, SO EXPLICIT
INSTRUCTION AND PRACTICE ARE NECESSARY.

TEACHING VOWEL TEAMS TYPICALLY FOLLOWS A PATTERN, STARTING WITH THE MOST COMMON OR STRAIGHTFORW ARD
COMBINATIONS AND GRADUALLY INCLUDING MORE IRREGULAR ONES. THIS HELPS LEARNERS DECODE A WIDER VARIETY OF WORDS
AND UNDERSTAND EXCEPTIONS TO PHONICS RULES.

INCORPORATING MULTISYLLABIC W ORDS AND ADVANCED PATTERNS

BrREAKING DowN MULTISYLLABIC \W ORDS

AS STUDENTS BECOME MORE PROFICIENT, PHONICS INSTRUCTION SHIFTS TOW ARD HELPING THEM READ LONGER, MULTISYLLABIC
WORDS. THIS INVOLVES TEACHING SYLLABLE TYPES (SUCH AS CLOSED, OPEN, SILENT E, VOWEL TEAM, R‘CONTROLLED) AND
HOW TO DIVIDE WORDS INTO SYLLABLES FOR EASIER DECODING.

LEARNING TO BREAK WORDS DOWN INTO MANAGEABLE PARTS EMPOWERS STUDENTS TO APPROACH UNFAMILIAR WORDS WITH
CONFIDENCE RATHER THAN GUESSING OR SKIPPING THEM ALTOGETHER. FOR EXAMPLE, THE WORD “BASKETBALL” CAN BE DIVIDED
INTO “BAS-KET-BALL,” MAKING IT EASIER TO DECODE AND UNDERSTAND.

ExPLORING R-CoNTROLLED VOWELS AND OTHER COMPLEX PATTERNS
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R-CONTROLLED VOWELS (WHERE THE LETTER “R” CHANGES THE VOWEL SOUND, LIKE “AR,” “ER,” “IR,” “OR,” AND “UR”) OFTEN
POSE CHALLENGES FOR LEARNERS. THESE SOUNDS DON’T FOLLOW THE TRADITIONAL LONG OR SHORT VOWEL RULES, SO
EXPLICIT TEACHING IS NEEDED. ONCE INTRODUCED, STUDENTS LEARN TO RECOGNIZE THESE PATTERNS AND APPLY THEM WHEN
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READING AND SPELLING WORDS SUCH AS “CAR,” “BIRD,” “FORK,” AND “TURN.”

OTHER COMPLEX PATTERNS, INCLUDING DIPHTHONGS (SUCH AS “O1” AND “OY”) AND SILENT LETTERS (LIKE THE “k” IN
“KNIGHT”), ARE ALSO INTRODUCED PROGRESSIVELY. THESE ADVANCED PHONICS CONCEPTS HELP LEARNERS TACKLE THE FULL
RANGE OF ENGLISH SPELLING AND PRONUNCIATION.



TIPS FOR IMPLEMENTING AN EFFECTIVE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION

ASSESS LEARNER READINESS AND PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

EVERY LEARNER IS UNIQUE, SO IT’S IMPORTANT TO ASSESS THEIR EXISTING SKILLS BEFORE DETERMINING WHERE TO START WITH
PHONICS INSTRUCTION. SOME CHILDREN MAY ALREADY RECOGNIZE LETTER SOUNDS, WHILE OTHERS NEED MORE FOUNDATIONAL
WORK. T AILORING THE SEQUENCE TO THE LEARNER’S NEEDS ENSURES THAT INSTRUCTION IS NEITHER TOO EASY NOR TOO
OVERWHELMING.

Use A MULTISENSORY APPROACH

INCORPORATING VISUAL, AUDITORY, AND KINESTHETIC ACTIVITIES CAN REINFORCE PHONICS LEARNING. For INSTANCE, HAVING
STUDENTS TRACE LETTERS WHILE SAYING THEIR SOUNDS OR USING MANIPULATIVES TO BUILD WORDS CAN DEEPEN
UNDERSTANDING. A MULTISENSORY APPROACH SUPPORTS DIFFERENT LEARNING STYLES AND HELPS SOLIDIFY THE CONNECTIONS
BETWEEN SOUNDS AND SYMBOLS.

INTEGRATE PHONICS WITH READING AND W/RITING

PHONICS INSTRUCTION SHOULD NOT BE ISOLATED BUT INTEGRATED WITH ACTUAL READING AND WRITING EXPERIENCES.
PROVIDING LEARNERS WITH DECODABLE TEXTS THAT ALIGN WITH THE PHONICS SKILLS THEY ARE LEARNING ALLOWS THEM TO
APPLY THEIR KNOWLEDGE IN CONTEXT. WRITING SIMPLE WORDS AND SENTENCES ALSO REINFORCES PHONICS PATTERNS AND
PROMOTES SPELLING SKILLS.

CoMMON PHONICS INSTRUCTION SEQUENCES: WHAT DoEes RESEARCH SAY?

DIFFERENT PHONICS PROGRAMS MAY VARY IN THE EXACT ORDER OF INSTRUCTION, BUT RESEARCH GENERALLY SUPPORTS A
PROGRESSION FROM SIMPLE TO COMPLEX, STARTING WITH:

1. SINGLE CONSONANTS AND SHORT VOWELS

2. BLENDING AND SEGMENTING CVC WORDS

3. CONSONANT DIGRAPHS AND BLENDS

4. |_ONG VOWEL PATTERNS AND VOWEL TEAMS

5. R-CONTROLLED VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS

6. MULTISYLLABIC WORD DECODING AND ADVANCED PATTERNS

THIS SEQUENCE ALIGNS WITH THE COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG LEARNERS AND THEIR ABILITY TO TRANSFER SKILLS FROM
ONE LEVEL TO THE NEXT. PROGRAMS LIKE ORTON‘GILLINGHAM,JOLLY PHONICS, AND OTHERS FOLLOW VARIATIONS OF THIS
APPROACH, EMPHASIZING SYSTEMATIC AND EXPLICIT PHONICS INSTRUCTION.

How To SupPORT PHONICS LEARNING AT HOME

PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS CAN PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN REINFORCING THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION BY:

- ENCOURAGING DAILY PRACTICE WITH LETTER SOUNDS AND SIMPLE WORDS

- READING DECODABLE BOOKS ALIGNED WITH PHONICS LESSONS

- PLAYING PHONICS GAMES THAT FOCUS ON SOUND RECOGNITION AND BLENDING
- USING FLASHCARDS OR APPS THAT BUILD PHONICS SKILLS PROGRESSIVELY



CREATING A SUPPORTIVE AND ENGAGING ENVIRONMENT MAKES PHONICS LEARNING FEEL LIKE A NATURAL AND ENJOYABLE PART OF
EVERYDAY LIFE.

THE JOURNEY THROUGH PHONICS INSTRUCTION IS AN EXCITING ONE, AND WHEN THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION IS
THOUGHTFULLY PLANNED, LEARNERS GAIN THE SKILLS AND CONFIDENCE NEEDED TO BECOME PROFICIENT READERS. \W/HETHER
YOU’RE A TEACHER DESIGNING A CURRICULUM, A PARENT HELPING AT HOME, OR A TUTOR W ORKING ONE-ON-ONE, UNDERSTANDING
THE RIGHT SEQUENCE OF PHONICS SKILLS CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN UNLOCKING LITERACY SUCCESS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION COMMONLY USED IN EARLY LITERACY
PROGRAMS?

THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION TYPICALLY BEGINS WITH TEACHING INDIVIDUAL LETTER SOUNDS (PHONEMES), FOLLOWED
BY BLENDING SOUNDS TO FORM SIMPLE WORDS, PROGRESSING TO MORE COMPLEX LETTER PATTERNS SUCH AS DIGRAPHS, BLENDS,
AND VOWEL TEAMS.

WHY IS THE SEQUENCE OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION IMPORTANT FOR READING
DEVELOPMENT?

A SYSTEMATIC AND SEQUENTIAL ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION HELPS LEARNERS BUILD FOUNDATIONAL DECODING SKILLS
GRADUALLY , ENSURING THEY MASTER SIMPLER SOUNDS BEFORE MOVING TO COMPLEX PATTERNS, WHICH SUPPORTS FLUENT
READING AND COMPREHENSION.

WHAT ARE THE INITIAL SOUNDS INTRODUCED IN THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION?

PHONICS INSTRUCTION USUALLY STARTS WITH TEACHING CONSONANT SOUNDS AND SHORT VOWEL SOUNDS, FOCUSING ON
SOUNDS THAT ARE EASILY DISTINGUISHABLE AND COMMONLY USED IN SIMPLE \WORDS.

AT WHAT POINT IN PHONICS INSTRUCTION ARE DIGRAPHS INTRODUCED?

DIGRAPHS/ WHICH ARE TWO LETTERS REPRESENTING ONE SOUND (LIKE 'sH’ or ICH/>, ARE GENERALLY INTRODUCED AFTER
STUDENTS HAVE MASTERED INDIVIDUAL CONSONANT AND VOWEL SOUNDS, OFTEN IN THE MIDDLE STAGES OF PHONICS
INSTRUCTION.

How DOES THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION ADDRESS VOWEL SOUNDS?

PHONICS INSTRUCTION TYPICALLY BEGINS WITH SHORT VOWEL SOUNDS, THEN PROGRESSES TO LONG VOWELS, VOWEL
DIGRAPHS, DIPHTHONGS, AND R-CONTROLLED VOWELS IN A LOGICAL SEQUENCE TO BUILD COMPLEXITY.

IS THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION THE SAME FOR ALL LEARNERS?

\WHILE THERE IS A GENERALLY ACCEPTED SEQUENCE, THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION MAY BE ADAPTED TO MEET THE NEEDS
OF INDIVIDUAL LEARNERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH READING DIFFICULTIES OR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS.

\WHAT ROLE DOES BLENDING PLAY IN THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION?

BLENDING IS INTRODUCED EARLY IN PHONICS INSTRUCTION AFTER INDIVIDUAL SOUNDS ARE TAUGHT, ENABLING STUDENTS TO
COMBINE SOUNDS TO DECODE AND READ SIMPLE WORDS, WHICH IS A CRITICAL STEP IN DEVELOPING READING FLUENCY.



How ARE COMPLEX CONSONANT CLUSTERS INTRODUCED IN PHONICS INSTRUCTION?

COMPLEX CONSONANT CLUSTERS, SUCH AS BLENDS LIKE ‘sTR" OR /SPL,, ARE INTRODUCED AFTER STUDENTS HAVE MASTERED
SIMPLER CONSONANT SOUNDS AND DIGRAPHS, USUALLY IN THE LATER STAGES OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION.

\WHAT EVIDENCE SUPPORTS USING A SPECIFIC ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION?

RESEARCH IN READING SCIENCE SUPPORTS SYSTEMATIC AND EXPLICIT PHONICS INSTRUCTION FOLLOWING A LOGICAL ORDER
BECAUSE IT IMPROVES DECODING SKILLS, WORD RECOGNITION, AND OVERALL READING ACHIEVEMENT IN EARLY READERS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ORDER OF PHoNICS INSTRUCTION: A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF EFFECTIVE LITERACY DEVELOPMENT

ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN EARLY LITERACY ACQUISITION, SHAPING HOW YOUNG LEARNERS
DECODE AND COMPREHEND WRITTEN LANGUAGE. THIS SEQUENCING, OFTEN DEBATED AMONG EDUCATORS AND RESEARCHERS,
DIRECTLY INFLUENCES READING FLUENCY , SPELLING SKILLS, AND OVERALL LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY. UNDERSTANDING THE OPTIMAL
PROGRESSION FOR PHONICS INSTRUCTION IS ESSENTIAL FOR CURRICULUM DESIGNERS, TEACHERS, AND LITERACY SPECIALISTS
AIMING TO IMPLEMENT EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES THAT CATER TO DIVERSE LEARNER NEEDS.

PHoNICS INSTRUCTION, FUNDAMENTALLY, INVOLVES TEACHING THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN LETTERS AND SOUNDS, ENABLING
CHILDREN TO TRANSLATE WRITTEN SYMBOLS INTO SPOKEN LANGUAGE. HO\X/EVER, THE SEQUENCE IN WHICH PHONEMES,
GRAPHEMES, AND SPELLING PATTERNS ARE INTRODUCED CAN VARY WIDELY ACROSS INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS. THIS ARTICLE
CRITICALLY EXPLORES THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION BY ANALYZING DIFFERENT APPROACHES, THEIR THEORETICAL
FOUNDATIONS, AND PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS, ALONG WITH RELEVANT INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND CHALLENGES.

THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION ORDER

THE RATIONALE BEHIND THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION IS GROUNDED IN COGNITIVE AND LINGUISTIC THEORIES THAT
EMPHASIZE DEVELOPMENTAL READINESS, PHONOLOGICAL AW ARENESS, AND ORTHOGRAPHIC MAPPING. TRADITIONAL MODELS
OFTEN RECOMMEND A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH, STARTING WITH SIMPLE, CONSISTENT LETTER-SOUND CORRESPONDENCES BEFORE
PROGRESSING TO MORE COMPLEX PATTERNS.

ONE WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED FRAMEWORK IS THE SYNTHETIC PHONICS METHOD, WHICH ADVOCATES TEACHING INDIVIDUAL
LETTER SOUNDS IN ISOLATION BEFORE BLENDING THEM INTO SYLLABLES AND WORDS. THIS APPROACH TYPICALLY BEGINS WITH
CONSONANT SOUNDS AND SHORT VOWELS, PROGRESSING TO DIGRAPHS, BLENDS, AND MULTISYLLABIC WORDS. THE SEQUENCE
ALIGNS WITH HOW CHILDREN NATURALLY ACQUIRE SOUND DISCRIMINATION SKILLS AND SUPPORTS INCREMENTAL MASTERY.

IN CONTRAST, ANALYTIC PHONICS INSTRUCTION STARTS WITH WHOLE WORDS AND PATTERNS, ENCOURAGING LEARNERS TO
ANALYZE KNOWN WORDS TO INFER PHONETIC RULES. THE ORDER HERE IS LESS RIGID, FOCUSING MORE ON MEANINGFUL LANGUAGE
EXPOSURE AND CONTEXT. ALTHOUGH THIS METHOD IS LESS PRESCRIPTIVE IN SEQUENCING, IT STILL REQUIRES A LOGICAL
PROGRESSION TO AVOID LEARNER CONFUSION, ESPECIALLY WITH IRREGULAR SPELLINGS.

CoMMON SEQUENCES IN PHONICS INSTRUCTION

EDUCATIONAL FRAMEWORKS AND LITERACY PROGRAMS OFTEN PRESCRIBE SPECIFIC ORDERS FOR INTRODUCING PHONICS ELEMENTS.
THESE SEQUENCES AIM TO BALANCE SIMPLICITY, FREQUENCY OF LETTER USAGE, AND INSTRUCTIONAL EFFICIENCY.

o CoNsoNANT-VowEeL-ConsoNANT (CVC) Worps: MANY PROGRAMS BEGIN WITH SIMPLE C\VC WORDS SUCH AS
“CAT,” “DOG,” AND “BAT” TO ESTABLISH FOUNDATIONAL DECODING SKILLS.
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* SHORT VOWELS: SHORT VOWEL SOUNDS (A, E, I, O, U) ARE INTRODUCED EARLY DUE TO THEIR REGULARITY AND
PREVALENCE IN ENGLISH WORDS.

o CONSONANT DIGRAPHS: PAIRS OF CONSONANTS LIKE “SH,”

CONSONANT SOUNDS.

CH,” AND “TH” ARE TAUGHT AFTER LEARNERS GRASP SINGLE

* | oNG VOWELS AND SILENT LETTERS: MORE CHALLENGING ELEMENTS SUCH AS LONG VOWEL SOUNDS AND SILENT
LETTERS OFTEN FOLLOW ONCE LEARNERS DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY WITH BASIC PHONEMES.

o CoMPLEX GRAPHEMES AND MULTISYLLABIC W/ ORDS: EVENTUALLY, INSTRUCTION INCLUDES VOWEL DIGRAPHS,
DIPHTHONGS, R-CONTROLLED VOWELS, AND SYLLABLE DIVISION STRATEGIES FOR ADVANCED DECODING.

THIS SEQUENCE REFLECTS AN EVIDENCE-BASED UNDERSTANDING OF LINGUISTIC COMPLEXITY AND LEARNER COGNITIVE LOAD,
EMPHASIZING GRADUAL INTRODUCTION OF PHONETIC COMPLEXITY.

IMPACT oF PHONICS INSTRUCTION ORDER ON READING OUTCOMES

RESEARCH CONSISTENTLY SHOWS THAT SYSTEMATIC PHONICS INSTRUCTION, DELIVERED IN A THOUGHTFULLY STRUCTURED
ORDER, SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVES EARLY READING SKILLS COMPARED TO NON-SYSTEMATIC OR UNSYSTEMATIC APPROACHES. A
META-ANALYSIS BY THE NATIONAL READING PANEL <2000) HIGHLIGHTED THAT CHILDREN EXPOSED TO EXPLICIT PHONICS
INSTRUCTION EXHIBIT BETTER WORD RECOGNITION AND SPELLING ABILITIES.

HO\X/EVER, THE PRECISE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION CAN INFLUENCE THE PACE AT WHICH LEARNERS ACQUIRE DECODING
SKILLS. For EXAMPLE, INTRODUCING MORE FREQUENT AND EASILY DECODABLE PHONEMES EARLY HELPS BUILD CONFIDENCE AND
FLUENCY, WHICH IS CRUCIAL FOR MOTIVATION. CONVERSELY, STARTING WITH LESS COMMON OR IRREGULAR PATTERNS MAY
HINDER PROGRESS AND INCREASE COGNITIVE LOAD.

MOREOVER, THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION MUST CONSIDER LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY; ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELLS)
AND CHILDREN WITH DYSLEXIA MAY REQUIRE TAILORED SEQUENCES EMPHASIZING PHONEMIC AW ARENESS AND MULTISENSORY
REINFORCEMENT. CUSTOMIZED ORDERING CAN ACCOMMODATE INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES, MAKING PHONICS INSTRUCTION MORE
INCLUSIVE AND EFFECTIVE.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF PHONICS PROGRAM SEQUENCES

SEVERAL COMMERCIAL AND CURRICULUM-BASED PHONICS PROGRAMS ILLUSTRATE VARIED APPROACHES TO INSTRUCTIONAL
ORDER, EACH WITH DISTINCT ADVANTAGES AND LIMITATIONS.

1. JOLLY PHONICS: THIS PROGRAM INTRODUCES 42 LETTER SOUNDS IN A SPECIFIC SEQUENCE, STARTING WITH THE
SIMPLEST AND MOST COMMON SOUNDS. |T USES MULTISENSORY METHODS TO REINFORCE LEARNING, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE
FOR YOUNG LEARNERS.

2. LETTERS AND SOUNDS: DEVELOPED BY THE UK DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION, THIS PROGRAM DIVIDES PHONICS
INSTRUCTION INTO SIX PHASES, PROGRESSIVELY INTRODUCING SOUNDS AND GRAPHEMES W/ITH INCREASING COMPLEXITY
AND BLENDING PRACTICE.

3. OpPeN COURT READING: THIS COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY PROGRAM SEQUENCES PHONICS LESSONS LOGICALLY BUT

INTEGRATES VOCABULARY AND COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES EARLY ON, BALANCING PHONICS ORDER WITH BROADER
LITERACY GOALS.

W/HILE THESE PROGRAMS DIFFER IN SEQUENCING DETAILS, A SHARED PRINCIPLE IS THE INCREMENTAL INTRODUCTION OF SOUNDS



AND PATTERNS, UNDERSCORING THE IMPORTANCE OF A RESEARCH-INFORMED ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION.

CHALLENGES AND CONSIDERATIONS IN SEQUENCING PHONICS INSTRUCTION

DESPITE THE CONSENSUS ON THE BENEFITS OF SYSTEMATIC PHONICS INSTRUCTION, DETERMINING THE OPTIMAL ORDER REMAINS
COMPLEX DUE TO LINGUISTIC IRREGULARITIES AND LEARNER VARIABILITY.

IRREGULARITIES IN ENGLISH ORTHOGRAPHY

ENGLISH SPELLING CONVENTIONS ARE NOTORIOUSLY INCONSISTENT, WITH MANY \WORDS DEFYING PHONETIC RULES. THis
IRREGULARITY POSES CHALLENGES IN SEQUENCING PHONICS INSTRUCTION, AS INTRODUCING IRREGULAR SPELLINGS TOO EARLY
CAN CONFUSE LEARNERS, WHILE DELAYING THEM MAY SLOW VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT.

TEACHERS MUST CAREFULLY BALANCE TEACHING REGULAR PATTERNS WITH EXPOSURE TO HIGH-FREQUENCY IRREGULAR WORDS,
OFTEN REFERRED TO AS “SIGHT \X/OEDS,” TO SUPPORT READING FLUENCY WITHOUT COMPROMISING PHONICS PRINCIPLES.

LEARNER DIFFERENCES AND ADAPTIVE SEQUENCING

EACH LEARNER’S BACKGROUND, COGNITIVE SKILLS, AND LANGUAGE EXPOSURE INFLUENCE HOW EFFECTIVELY THEY RESPOND TO
THE PHONICS INSTRUCTION ORDER. FOR INSTANCE, CHILDREN WITH STRONG PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS MAY PROGRESS QUICKLY
THROUGH FOUNDATIONAL SOUNDS, WHEREAS OTHERS MIGHT NEED EXTENDED PRACTICE WITH BASIC PHONEMES BEFORE

ADV ANCING.

ADAPTIVE SEQUENCING, WHERE INSTRUCTION ORDER IS MODIFIED BASED ON ONGOING ASSESSMENT AND LEARNER RESPONSE, IS
GAINING TRACTION. THIS APPROACH LEVERAGES FORMATIVE DATA TO TAILOR PHONICS ORDER, ENSURING OPTIMAL PACING AND
REINFORCEMENT.

INTEGRATING PHONICS ORDER WITH BROADER LITERACY INSTRUCTION

EFFECTIVE LITERACY PROGRAMS DO NOT ISOLATE PHONICS INSTRUCTION BUT EMBED IT WITHIN A COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEW ORK
THAT INCLUDES VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT, READING COMPREHENSION, AND WRITING SKILLS. THE ORDER OF PHONICS
INSTRUCTION MUST THEREFORE ALIGN WITH THESE BROADER GOALS.

For EXAMPLE, EARLY PHONICS SEQUENCES OFTEN INCORPORATE MEANINGFUL TEXTS THAT REINFORCE INTRODUCED SOUNDS,
SUPPORTING CONTEXTUAL LEARNING. ADDITIONALLY, SPELLING INSTRUCTION TYPICALLY MIRRORS THE PHONICS ORDER,
FACILITATING INTEGRATED LITERACY DEVELOPMENT.

EDUCATORS ARE INCREASINGLY ENCOURAGED TO BLEND SYSTEMATIC PHONICS SEQUENCING WITH RICH LANGUAGE EXPERIENCES,
FOSTERING NOT ONLY DECODING SKILLS BUT ALSO A LOVE FOR READING AND WRITING.

THE ORDER OF PHONICS INSTRUCTION REMAINS A DYNAMIC FIELD, SHAPED BY EVOLVING RESEARCH AND CLASSROOM REALITIES.

AS EDUCATIONAL STAKEHOLDERS CONTINUE TO REFINE SEQUENCING STRATEGIES, THE ULTIMATE AIM REMAINS CLEAR:
EMPOWERING LEARNERS WITH THE DECODING TOOLS NECESSARY FOR CONFIDENT AND FLUENT READING.

Order Of Phonics Instruction
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order of phonics instruction: Quality Instruction and Intervention for Elementary Educators
Brittany L. Hott, Pamela Williamson, 2024-10-02 Effective teaching starts with quality instruction

that most students respond well to. However, about 35% of students will require specialized and
more intensive instruction to meet academic and behavioral standards. Both students with
exceptionalities who are eligible to receive special education and related services and students who
are placed at risk due to circumstance require, deserve, and are legally entitled to quality
intervention. Quality Instruction and Intervention for ElementaryEducators offers an accessible
resource for educators interested in evidence-based strategies to ensure all students have access to
an excellent education. Two dedicated chapters, authored by leading content and strategy experts in
the field, are devoted to content areas. The first chapter focuses on quality instruction with
academic subject matter specialists as lead authors with interventionists supporting. The second
chapter focuses on effective intervention with the interventionists taking the lead author roles and
academic subject matter specialists supporting. Between the two chapters is a dialogue between the
teams of authors bridging instruction and intervention. This unique approach bridges the gap
between quality instruction and effective intervention, an often-overlooked component of teacher
education. The book also includes dedicated chapters on the integration of instructional technology
and executive functioning. After reading the book, educators will be able to describe the components
of effective instruction and intervention in each of the content areas, access empirically validated
materials, and locate resources for continued learning.

order of phonics instruction: Options for the Future of the Office of Education Research
and Improvement United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and the Workforce.
Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Youth, and Families, 2000

order of phonics instruction: Praxis Elementary Education For Dummies with Online
Practice Carla C. Kirkland, Chan Cleveland, 2016-07-20 Increase your chances of scoring higher on
the Praxis II Elementary Education test Contrary to popular belief, the Praxis II Elementary
Education test isn't a measure of academic performance, which is why many test-takers who achieve
perfect grades in college don't always pass it. Studying such a broad range of topics and enduring
such a long testing processing can be challenging, so what's the best way to prepare for it? Turn to
Praxis II Elementary Education For Dummies with Online Practice! It offers easy-to-follow subject
reviews, test-taking strategies and advice for multiple choice and essay questions, sample practice
questions, two full-length practice tests with detailed answers and explanations, and more. If you're
one of the more than 600,000 aspiring teachers who take this test each year, this hands-on, friendly
test prep guide gets you up to speed on everything you need to know to pass the Praxis II
Elementary Education text with flying colors. This helpful guide covers Reading and Language Arts,
Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, Art, Music, and Physical Education. It leaves no stone
unturned by offering tips on registering for the exam, as well as a detailed overview of the test and
how it's administered. Practice with hundreds of authentic Praxis II questions Hone the skills needed
to ace the exam and start your career as a licensed teacher Boost your confidence and do your best
on test day Get one year of online access to five Praxis II exams to sharpen your test-taking skills If
you're a future educator gearing up to take the Praxis II Elementary Education test, this is your
ultimate guide to one of the most important tests you'll ever take.

order of phonics instruction: Quality School Education Marlow Ediger, 2010 School
education across the world has gained special significance at it makes its students acquire adequate
knowledge in various disciplines and decide the future course of action in education. Several
individual and national and international professional organisations are suggesting various measures
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to enhance the status of school education in all its dimensions. This book on quality in school
education discusses many things to the taken care of, to be worked, out and to be implemented. This
work will be of great use to all the people concerned to and personnel involved in school education.

order of phonics instruction: Differentiated Reading Instruction Sharon Walpole, Michael C.
McKenna, 2007-01-24 This book provides a research-based framework for making differentiated
instruction work in the primary grades. It includes scientifically validated techniques for teaching
each component of the beginning reading program. The authors describe how to use assessment to
form differentiated small groups and monitor student progress; plan which skills to target and when;
and implement carefully selected instructional strategies. Vivid classroom examples illustrate what
differentiated instruction looks like in action in each of the primary grades. For additional helpful
resources, including classroom-ready lesson plans, teachers can purchase the complementary
volume, How to Plan Differentiated Reading Instruction: Resources for Grades K-3.

order of phonics instruction: Teaching Children to Read: Report National Reading Panel
(U.S.), 2000

order of phonics instruction: The Learning and Teaching of Phonological Decoding in Chinese
EFL Children Keren Hua, 2024-08-30 This book presents the learning and teaching of phonological
decoding in Chinese EFL primary classrooms. The phonological decoding ability of the children is
described, interpreted, and evaluated, the teaching materials are analyzed and the classroom
instruction observed, and the links between these various facets are explored using both
quantitative and qualitative techniques (textbook analysis, classroom observations, interviews with
teachers and a textbook writer, reading test and nonword reading test). This book provides insights
into Chinese children’s phonological decoding profile, including performance in decoding different
types of orthographic units, the strategies children at different levels of reading ability use to sound
out vowel graphemes, and their decoding ability in relation to reading ability. The investigation of
the teaching practices reveals how the decoding instruction is designed, developed, and delivered to
the children and thereby informs the interplay between the classroom instruction and children’s
development of phonological decoding skills.

order of phonics instruction: Fifty Strategies to Ensure K-6 Literacy Success Kimberly A.
Tyson, 2025-09-30 Ensure literacy success for all K-6 students with 50 evidence-based instructional
strategies aligned to the five pillars of reading—phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,
and comprehension. In this timely and comprehensive resource for teachers, coaches, and
principals, Dr. Kimberly Tyson includes strategies for struggling readers and English learners, key
vocabulary, 10 online bonus strategies, and the “Leader’s Lens” to support principals. K-6 teachers,
coaches, and leaders can use the resources in this book to: Create a common language around the
science of reading and the five pillars through the key vocabulary provided in each chapter Establish
a literacy-rich classroom environment to support teaching and literacy learning Access 50
use-tomorrow instructional strategies for phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension Use the “Leader’s Lens” to provide supervision supports and classroom connections
as principals lead and guide teachers Explore templates, key vocabulary, suggested professional
resources, reproducibles, and 10 online bonus strategies Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: The
Literacy Landscape Chapter 2: Phonemic Awareness—Building a Sound Foundation Chapter 3:
Phonics—Making the Sound-Symbol Match Chapter 4: Fluency—Growing Fluent Readers Chapter 5:
Vocabulary—Word Learning Matters Chapter 6: Comprehension—The Heart of Reading Epilogue
Appendix References and Resources Index

order of phonics instruction: The Reading Teacher's Book of Lists Jacqueline E. Kress,
Edward B. Fry, 2015-09-25 The essential handbook for reading teachers, now aligned with the
Common Core The Reading Teacher's Book of Lists is the definitive instructional resource for
anyone who teaches reading or works in a K-12 English language arts-related field. Newly revised
and ready for instant application, this top seller provides up-to-date reading, writing, and language
content in more than 240 lists for developing targeted instruction, plus section briefs linking content
to research-based teaching practices. This new sixth edition includes a guide that maps the lists to




specific Common Core standards for easy lesson planning, and features fifty brand-new lists on:
academic and domain-specific vocabulary, foundation skills, rhyming words, second language
development, context clues, and more. This edition also includes an expanded writing section that
covers registers, signal and transition words, and writers' craft. Brimming with practical examples,
key words, teaching ideas, and activities that can be used as-is or adapted to students' needs, these
lists are ready to differentiate instruction for an individual student, small-group, or planning
multilevel instruction for your whole class. Reading is the center of all school curricula due to recent
state and federal initiatives including rigorous standards and new assessments. This book allows to
you skip years of curating content and dive right into the classroom armed with smart, relevant, and
effective plans. Develop focused learning materials quickly and easily Create unit-specific Common
Core aligned lesson plans Link classroom practice to key research in reading, language arts and
learning Adapt ready-made ideas to any classroom or level It's more important than ever for
students to have access to quality literacy instruction. Timely, up to date, and distinctively smart,
The Reading Teacher's Book of Lists should be on every English language arts teacher's desk,
librarian's shelf, literacy coach's resource list, and reading professor's radar.

order of phonics instruction: Reading Instruction That Works, Fourth Edition Michael
Pressley, Richard L. Allington, 2014-10-02 This widely adopted text and K-8 practitioner resource
demonstrates how successful literacy teachers combine explicit skills instruction with an emphasis
on reading for meaning. Distinguished researcher Richard L. Allington builds on the late Michael
Pressley's work to explain the theories and findings that guide balanced teaching and illustrate what
exemplary lessons look like in action. Detailed examples offer a window into highly motivating
classrooms around the country. Comprehensive in scope, the book discusses specific ways to build
word recognition, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, especially for readers who are
struggling. New to This Edition *Updated throughout to reflect important recent research advances.
*Chapter summing up the past century's reading debates and the growing acceptance of balanced
teaching. *New and revised vignettes of exemplary teachers.

order of phonics instruction: Report of the National Reading Panel National Reading Panel
(U.S.), 2000

order of phonics instruction: Essentials of Dyslexia Assessment and Intervention Nancy
Mather, Barbara ]J. Wendling, 2024-01-10 Expert guidance on the features of dyslexia and the most
effective treatment options Essentials of Dyslexia Assessment and Intervention allows psychologists,
graduate students, reading specialists, and others to quickly acquire the knowledge and skills
needed to treat individuals struggling with dyslexia. This book provides step-by-step guidance on
accurately identifying, assessing, and using evidence-based interventions with individuals with
dyslexia. Addressing the components that need to be considered in the assessment of dyslexia—both
cognitive and academic—this book includes descriptions of the various tests used in a
comprehensive dyslexia assessment along with detailed, evidence-based interventions that
professionals and parents can use to help individuals struggling with dyslexia. A part of the trusted
Essentials of Psychological Assessment series, this book features concise chapters designed to
facilitate retention of key concepts with callout boxes, bullet points, and extensive illustrations.
Additionally, the chapters contain questions to test your knowledge and reinforce what you have
learned. This updated second edition covers essential topics for today’s professionals, including
genetic factors, reading instruction, technology, and dyslexia in schools. Gain an understanding of
the neurological and genetic causes and risk factors of dyslexia Assess reading fluency, phonological
awareness, and other markers of dyslexia Discover the latest interventions for improving reading
and spelling in individuals with dyslexia Learn to pick up on cues that help with early identification
and treatment of dyslexia Providing an in-depth look at dyslexia, this straightforward book presents
information that will prepare school psychologists, neuropsychologists, educational diagnosticians,
special education teachers, as well as general education teachers, to recognize, assess, and provide
effective treatment programs for dyslexia. The book is also a good resource for parents who are
helping a child with dyslexia.



order of phonics instruction: Research-based Methods of Reading Instruction, Grades K-3
Sharon Vaughn, Sylvia Linan-Thompson, 2004 Research-based Methods of Reading Instruction,
Grades K-3: Grades K-3.

order of phonics instruction: Teaching Reading Rachel L. McCormack, Susan Lee
Pasquarelli, 2009-12-09 Elementary teachers of reading have one essential goal—to prepare diverse
children to be independent, strategic readers in real life. This innovative text helps preservice and
inservice teachers achieve this goal by providing knowledge and research-based strategies for
teaching phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, all aspects of comprehension, and
writing in response to literature. Special features include sample lessons and photographs of
literacy-rich classrooms. Uniquely interactive, the text is complete with pencil-and-paper exercises
and reproducibles that facilitate learning, making it ideal for course use. Readers are invited to
respond to reflection questions, design lessons, and start constructing a professional teaching
portfolio.

order of phonics instruction: Making Sense of Phonics Isabel L. Beck, Mark E. Beck,
2024-09-16 Now in a revised and updated third edition incorporating a decade of additional research
and classroom experience, this book has helped over 100,000 primary-grade teachers understand
and successfully apply the science of reading in phonics instruction. Isabel L. Beck and Mark E. Beck
present innovative approaches to assessing and teaching letter-sound relationships, blending, Word
Building, multisyllabic decoding, fluency, and more. A wealth of reproducible forms and word lists
can be copied from the book or downloaded and printed; the companion website also features
supplemental word lists, word and syllable cards, and 30 illustrated Syllasearch stories. Engaging
teacher anecdotes and end-of-chapter Your Turn activities enhance the book's utility as a
professional development resource and course text. New to This Edition *Chapter on the key role of
phonics in today's literacy programs--with a focus on what is needed for high-quality instruction
aligned with the science of reading. *Chapter on extending Word Building instruction to small
groups and individual students. *Extensive revision of the Syllasearch activity for decoding
multisyllabic words. *Expanded reproducible and downloadable tools, including enhanced Word
Building lists, new Syllasearch lists (with teaching tips), and eight new Syllasearch stories.

order of phonics instruction: The Routledge International Handbook of Dyslexia in Education
Gad Elbeheri, Lee Siang, 2022-07-20 The Routledge International Handbook of Dyslexia in
Education showcases the various examples, expertise, and successful initiatives attempted to include
students with dyslexia around the globe. It highlights progress and identifies gaps for growth
globally to stand united against dyslexia as a literacy problem and a specific learning disability
challenge. Taking a truly global view, each chapter from world-leading experts highlights issues
related to the definition of dyslexia and how it is recognised locally, its implications on relevant
legislations and educational policy and how teacher training programs on dyslexia are delivered at
both pre-service and in-service levels. Contributors to this handbook also discuss and compare the
services and tools available to identify individuals with dyslexia, such as nationally standardized
tests and tools for dyslexia assessment. Students, researchers, teachers and other educational
professionals who require highly relevant, research-informed guidance on dyslexia and its
awareness, identification, training, outreach, and intervention around the globe will find this
handbook an essential and timely resource. Readers will also be able to identify shared experiences
and good lessons from around the world, as well as learn about better strategies to guide their
journey in their own local community.

order of phonics instruction: Primary English: Teaching Theory and Practice Jane Medwell,
David Wray, Hilary Minns, Vivienne Griffiths, Elizabeth Coates, Liz Coates, 2024-06-29 The essential
teaching theory and practice text covering the professional knowledge, skills and understanding
required to be an effective teacher of primary English.

order of phonics instruction: Artfully Teaching the Science of Reading Chase Young, David
Paige, Timothy V. Rasinski, 2022-04-04 This inviting book is a bridge between two major strands of
reading instruction that are often held in opposition: the science of reading and artful approaches to




teaching reading. Although the current climate of literacy instruction positions these approaches as
diametrically opposed, the authors Young, Paige, and Rasinski describe how teachers can use the
science of reading to engage students in artful, engaging, and authentic instruction. The authors
reveal how effective teaching is a dynamic process that requires agency and creativity and show how
teachers make artful shifts based on the needs of students in specific contexts. Chapters include a
range of examples and explanations of how artful teaching is integrated into reading instruction and
how it can increase students’ motivation and positive attitudes toward reading. The concise and
practical chapters cover key topics, including phonemic awareness, reading fluency, vocabulary,
assessment, home and family reading, and more. This essential road map for all pre-service and
in-service reading teachers restores the importance of teacher agency, supports the critical
understanding of reading research, and allows teachers to use their knowledge, experience, and
creative approaches in the classroom. This is the definitive guide to teaching reading as both an art
and a science.

order of phonics instruction: Spelling Diane Montgomery, 1997-03-20 Designed for teachers
wanting to know what to do to help pupils with spelling difficulties, this book combines practical
advice with theory, research and accounts of the author's own experience. The author looks at how
spelling skills develop in both young children and older pupils.

order of phonics instruction: Handbook of CLIL in Pre-primary Education Ana Otto, Beatriz
Cortina-Pérez, 2023-05-16 This book provides an in-depth look on Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) and Early Childhood Education (ECE), two domains where major joint research is
needed. By taking stock on theoretical underpinnings, it explores the ideal conditions for early
additional language acquisition in preschool contexts through CLIL with a learner-centered
approach grounded in developmentally appropriate practices (DEP) and an emphasis on the
importance of play, cognition, holistic content adaptation and social-emotional learning. The book
also offers a comprehensive view of how this methodological approach has already set a clear path
on Pre-primary education internationally. Finally, it offers insights into CLIL pedagogies as related
and adapted to Pre-primary education, resources and materials for very young learners and practical
implementation from the classroom. By providing a solid empirical background on Pre-primary CLIL,
along with appropriate methodological issues and practices, this book serves as a key resource to
students, practitioners, academics as well as teacher educators and policy-makers in international
contexts.
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