a small place by jamaica kincaid

**Exploring "A Small Place" by Jamaica Kincaid: A Deep Dive into Colonial Legacy and Identity**

a small place by jamaica kincaid is much more than just a travelogue or a simple memoir. It is a
powerful, evocative, and deeply personal exploration of Antigua’s colonial past and its enduring effects
on the present. Jamaica Kincaid’s sharp prose and poignant reflections invite readers to reconsider the
impact of imperialism, the nature of tourism, and the complexities of identity in postcolonial societies. If
you’re curious about Caribbean literature, postcolonial critique, or simply want to understand how

history shapes culture, this book offers invaluable insights.

Understanding the Core Themes of "A Small Place"

At its heart, *A Small Place* is an unflinching examination of Antigua, the island where Jamaica
Kincaid was born and raised. The book confronts readers with the uncomfortable truths about
colonialism, corruption, and the consequences of a tourism industry that often glosses over local

realities to cater to foreign visitors.

The Legacy of Colonialism

One of the most striking elements in *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid* is the way it exposes the
enduring scars of colonial rule. Kincaid doesn’t just recount historical facts; she paints a vivid picture of
how colonialism has shaped Antigua’s infrastructure, governance, and societal attitudes. She highlights
how colonialism’s remnants continue to affect the island’s development, particularly in education and

public services.

This theme resonates with broader postcolonial studies and invites readers to reflect on how many



formerly colonized nations face similar struggles. The systemic inequalities and cultural displacements

Kincaid describes underscore the long-term impact of imperial control.

The Critique of Tourism

In *A Small Place*, tourism is not presented as a benign or purely economic activity. Instead, Kincaid
offers a searing critique of how tourists often arrive with a sanitized, romanticized view of the
Caribbean, ignoring the harsh realities faced by locals. She challenges the reader to consider how

tourist dollars flow into corrupt governments rather than improving the lives of ordinary Antiguans.

This perspective is particularly relevant for travelers interested in ethical tourism. Kincaid’s reflections
push for greater awareness and responsibility when visiting places with complex histories and ongoing

social issues.

Identity and Cultural Memory

Kincaid’s writing also delves into the nuances of identity in a postcolonial society. She explores how
Antiguans navigate their sense of self amid the influences of colonial history and globalization. The
tension between embracing local heritage and dealing with imposed cultural narratives is a recurring

motif.
Readers interested in Caribbean literature or identity studies will find Kincaid’s insights compelling. Her

narrative style blends personal anecdote with sharp social commentary, enriching the discussion about

how history and culture intertwine.

The Writing Style and Narrative Approach in "A Small Place"



Jamaica Kincaid’s style in *A Small Place* is distinctive, blending lyrical prose with a confrontational
tone. The book feels almost like a conversation with the reader, making it accessible yet thought-

provoking.

Engaging the Reader Through Direct Address

Kincaid often addresses the reader directly, which creates an intimate and sometimes challenging
experience. This technique breaks down barriers, inviting the reader to confront uncomfortable truths
rather than passively consume information. It’s a powerful way of making the themes more immediate

and personal.

Blurring Genre Lines

While *A Small Place* is often categorized as a memoir or travel essay, it transcends simple genre
definitions. It incorporates elements of history, cultural critique, and personal reflection. This hybrid
form allows Kincaid to explore her subjects from multiple angles, offering a richer, more nuanced

understanding.

Why "A Small Place" Remains Relevant Today

Despite being published in 1988, *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid* remains strikingly relevant,

especially in discussions about global inequality, tourism, and postcolonial identity.

Globalization and Tourism

In today’s world, tourism is a multi-billion-dollar industry, with many destinations facing challenges



similar to those Kincaid describes. The book encourages travelers to think critically about their impact
and consider the ethical dimensions of their visits. It’'s a reminder that behind every postcard-perfect

location lies a complex social reality.

Continued Postcolonial Challenges

Many countries around the world still grapple with the legacies of colonialism. Kincaid’s insights
provide a framework to understand how historical injustices can shape modern governance, education,
and social structures. For students, activists, and scholars, *A Small Place* offers a compelling case

study in the ongoing effects of imperialism.

Tips for Reading and Engaging with "A Small Place"

If you’re planning to read *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid*, here are some suggestions to deepen

your understanding and appreciation:

* Research Antigua’s history: Having some background knowledge on Antigua’s colonial past and

independence movement can enhance your grasp of the text’s references.

* Reflect on your own travel experiences: Consider how tourism impacts the places you visit.

Kincaid’s critique invites personal reflection on ethical travel.

» Explore related Caribbean literature: Reading other works by Kincaid or authors like Derek
Walcott and Edwidge Danticat can broaden your perspective on Caribbean identity and

postcolonial themes.

» Discuss the book with others: Engaging in conversations or book clubs can reveal multiple

interpretations and deepen your critical thinking.



Impact of "A Small Place" on Caribbean Literature and Beyond

The influence of *A Small Place* extends far beyond Antigua’s shores. Jamaica Kincaid’s fearless

voice has contributed significantly to Caribbean literature and postcolonial discourse.

Shaping Postcolonial Narrative

Kincaid’s work is often cited in academic circles for its unapologetic examination of colonial legacies.
She challenges sanitized or nostalgic views of the Caribbean, insisting on a narrative that includes
pain, anger, and resistance. This has paved the way for more honest and complex storytelling in the

region.

Inspiring Activism and Awareness

By exposing the realities behind tourism and corruption, Kincaid’s book has inspired activists and
readers worldwide to advocate for social justice and ethical engagement with formerly colonized
nations. Her work encourages a critical examination of power dynamics that remain relevant in many

global contexts.

Reading *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid* is not just an intellectual exercise; it’s an invitation to
empathy, awareness, and a deeper understanding of how history shapes contemporary life. Whether
you’re a literature enthusiast, a traveler, or someone interested in social justice, this book offers a

profound and unforgettable journey.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Small Place' by Jamaica Kincaid?

The main theme of 'A Small Place' is the critique of colonialism and its lasting effects on Antigua,

highlighting the exploitation and corruption that have shaped the island's history and present.

How does Jamaica Kincaid structure 'A Small Place' to convey her
message?

Kincaid uses a direct and confrontational narrative style, blending personal reflection with historical and

political commentary to engage the reader and emphasize the impact of colonialism on Antigua.
What role does tourism play in 'A Small Place'?
Tourism is portrayed as a symbol of economic dependency and neocolonial exploitation, where tourists

are often oblivious to the island's troubled history and the hardships faced by its inhabitants.

How does 'A Small Place' address the concept of identity?

The book explores how colonialism has affected Antiguan identity, causing a complex relationship with

the past and present, as well as a struggle to reclaim cultural pride and autonomy.

Why is 'A Small Place' considered an important postcolonial work?

It is considered important because it provides a powerful, personal perspective on the consequences
of colonialism, challenges Western narratives, and calls for awareness and change regarding historical

injustices in the Caribbean.



Additional Resources

A Critical Exploration of *A Small Place* by Jamaica Kincaid

a small place by jamaica kincaid stands as a poignant and incisive work that confronts the lingering
effects of colonialism and the complexities of postcolonial identity. This short prose piece, often
categorized as a memoir, essay, or travelogue, transcends simple literary classification through its
sharply critical examination of Antigua, Kincaid's homeland. Through vivid narrative and unapologetic
critique, Kincaid delves into the socio-political and historical realities of a Caribbean island grappling

with the aftermath of imperialism and tourism.

Unpacking *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid*: A

Multifaceted Critique

At its core, *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid* serves as both a personal reflection and a searing
indictment of colonial legacies. The narrative voice is unflinchingly direct, addressing an imagined
tourist reader and laying bare the contradictions between the picturesque image Antigua presents and
the harsh truths beneath its surface. Kincaid’s writing style blends lyrical prose with biting satire,

creating a tension that compels readers to reconsider their perspectives on travel, history, and power.

Postcolonial Themes and Historical Context

The book's exploration of colonialism is neither abstract nor academic; rather, it is grounded in
Kincaid’s intimate knowledge of Antigua’s transformation from a colonial outpost to an independent
nation. Readers encounter a critical account of British colonial administration, its exploitative
infrastructure, and the enduring social inequalities left in its wake. Kincaid meticulously documents how
the remnants of colonial rule continue to influence political corruption, economic disparities, and

cultural identity on the island.



One of the distinctive features of *A Small Place* is its layered narrative approach. The text oscillates
between the past and present, juxtaposing the colonial era’s physical and psychological imprints with
contemporary Antigua’s struggles. This temporal fluidity strengthens the book’s argument that history

is not a closed chapter but an ongoing reality shaping the island’s current condition.

The Tourist Gaze and Its Implications

Kincaid’s critique extends beyond colonial history to the tourism industry, which she portrays as a
modern form of neo-colonialism. The “tourist gaze” is dissected as a superficial lens through which
visitors perceive Antigua — focusing on luxury resorts, pristine beaches, and sanitized cultural
experiences. Kincaid challenges this commaodification of place, emphasizing how tourism masks the

poverty, corruption, and neglect endured by local residents.

This perspective invites readers to reflect on ethical tourism and the responsibilities of visitors to
understand the socio-political realities of their destinations. Kincaid’s approach is deliberately
provocative, often employing irony and direct address to unsettle complacent attitudes toward travel. In
this way, *A Small Place* functions as a critical call for awareness and accountability within global

tourism practices.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Voice

Jamaica Kincaid’s narrative style in *A Small Place* is characterized by its conversational tone and
rhetorical force. The use of second-person pronouns directly implicates the reader, fostering an
immersive experience that blurs the boundaries between narrator and audience. This stylistic choice

serves a dual purpose: it personalizes the critique while also universalizing the issues raised.

Kincaid’s prose is economical yet evocative, employing vivid imagery and sharp contrasts to illustrate
her points. The text’s structure is deliberately fragmented, mirroring the disjointed, often contradictory

realities of Antigua itself. This fragmentation challenges conventional narrative coherence, compelling



readers to actively engage with the complexities of postcolonial identity and history.

Juxtaposition of Beauty and Brutality

Throughout *A Small Place*, Kincaid contrasts the island’s natural beauty with the brutal history and
ongoing hardships faced by its inhabitants. This juxtaposition is a recurring motif that underscores the
tension between appearance and reality. Antigua’s idyllic landscapes become a metaphor for the

deceptive allure of colonial narratives and tourist fantasies.

Such contrasts also highlight the broader themes of memory and erasure. Kincaid suggests that the
island’s aesthetic appeal often obscures the systemic injustices and cultural dislocations inflicted by
colonialism and perpetuated by postcolonial governance. This thematic layering enriches the reader’s

understanding of the complexities embedded in place, identity, and history.

Impact and Reception of *A Small Place*

Since its publication, *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid* has garnered significant attention from
literary critics, postcolonial scholars, and readers worldwide. The work’s candid critique of colonialism
and tourism has sparked debates about representation, voice, and the ethics of storytelling. Kincaid’s
unapologetic tone and refusal to romanticize the Caribbean experience distinguish the book within both

Caribbean literature and travel writing genres.

Strengths and Limitations

Among the strengths of *A Small Place* is its ability to provoke critical reflection without resorting to
polemics or didacticism. Kincaid’s nuanced portrayal of Antigua’s challenges encourages empathy and

understanding, even as it confronts uncomfortable truths. The work’s brevity and poetic intensity also



contribute to its enduring appeal and accessibility.

However, some readers and critics have noted that the book’s confrontational style may alienate those
unfamiliar with postcolonial discourse or those with a vested interest in the tourism industry. The
personal and accusatory tone, while powerful, can be perceived as polarizing, limiting its reach among

broader audiences.

Comparative Context

When situated alongside other postcolonial texts, *A Small Place* shares thematic resonance with
works like Edward Said’s *Culture and Imperialism* and Frantz Fanon’s *The Wretched of the Earth*.
Yet, Kincaid’s unique contribution lies in her fusion of personal narrative with cultural critique, providing

an insider’s perspective that is both intimate and expansive.

The book also aligns with contemporary discussions about sustainable tourism and cultural
preservation. In an era marked by increased global travel and heightened awareness of cultural
commodification, *A Small Place* offers a prescient examination of the tensions inherent in these

dynamics.

Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

More than three decades after its initial publication, *A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid* continues to
resonate amid ongoing conversations about colonial legacies and tourism’s impact on local
communities. The rise of heritage tourism, debates over cultural appropriation, and movements toward

decolonization in education and public memory make Kincaid’s insights increasingly pertinent.

Her work challenges readers, especially travelers, to reconsider their role in perpetuating or
dismantling systems of inequality. By foregrounding the voices and experiences of those historically

marginalized, *A Small Place* contributes to a more nuanced understanding of place, power, and



responsibility.

In essence, Jamaica Kincaid’s *A Small Place* remains a vital text for those seeking to engage
critically with the intertwined histories of empire, identity, and cultural representation. Its enduring
relevance underscores literature’s power to illuminate complex social realities and inspire deeper

reflection on our collective past and present.
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a small place by jamaica kincaid: A Small Place Jamaica Kincaid, 2000-04-28 A brilliant look
at colonialism and its effects in Antigua--by the author of Annie John If you go to Antigua as a tourist,
this is what you will see. If you come by aeroplane, you will land at the V. C. Bird International
Airport. Vere Cornwall (V. C.) Bird is the Prime Minister of Antigua. You may be the sort of tourist
who would wonder why a Prime Minister would want an airport named after him--why not a school,
why not a hospital, why not some great public monument. You are a tourist and you have not yet
seen . .. So begins Jamaica Kincaid's expansive essay, which shows us what we have not yet seen of
the ten-by-twelve-mile island in the British West Indies where she grew up. Lyrical, sardonic, and
forthright by turns, in a Swiftian mode, A Small Place cannot help but amplify our vision of one small
place and all that it signifies.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: The Post-colonial Studies Reader Bill Ashcroft, Gareth
Griffiths, Helen Tiffin, 1995 The Post-Colonial Studies Readeris the most comprehensive selection of
key texts in post-colonial theory and criticism yet compiled. This collection covers a huge range of
topics, featuring nearly ninety of the discipline's most widely read works. TheReader's90 extracts
are designed to introduce the major issues and debates in the field of post-colonial literary studies.
This field itself, however, has become so varied that no collection of readings could encompass every
voice which is now giving itself the name post-colonial. The editors, in order to avoid a volume which
is simply a critical canon, have selected works representing arguments with which they do not
necessarily agree, but rather which above all stimulate discussion, thought and further exploration.
Post-colonial theory has occurred in all societies into which the imperial force of Europe has
intruded, though not always in the official form oftheoretical text. Like the description of any other
field the term has come to mean many things, but this volume hinges on one incontestable
phenomenon: the historical factof colonialism, and the palpable consequences to which this
phenomenon gave rise. The topic involves talk about experience of various kinds: migration, slavery,
suppression, resistance, representation, difference, race, gender, place, and reaction to the
European influence, and about the fundamental experiences of speaking and writing by which all
these come into being. In compiling this reader, the editors have sought to stimulate people to ask:
How might a genuinely post-colonial literary enterprise proceed? The fourteen sections include:
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Issues and Debates; Universality and Difference; Textual Representation and Resistance;
Postmodernism and Post-Colonialism; Nationalism; Hybridity; Ethnicity and Indigenity; Feminism
and Post-Colonialism; Language; The Body and Performance; History; Place; Education; and
Production andConsumption. Contributors include many of the leading post-colonial theorists and
critics--such as Franz Fanon, Chinua Achebe, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Homi
Bhabba, Derek Walcott, Edward Said, and Trinh T. Minh-ha--in addition to a number of the
discourse's newer voices.The Post-Colonial Studies Readerwill prove an authoritative compilation,
representing an invaluable contribution to the study of post-colonial theory and criticism.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: A Small Place in Galilee Zvi Sobel, 1993 Today, however,
this rural village has become a microcosm of Israeli society at large, reflecting its social, religious,
economic, ethnic, and ideological conflicts as well as the competing claims to its national history,
memory, identity, and founding myths. The dynamic interaction of the diverse components of this
complex society is brought into bold relief in this lively and illuminating book.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: A Small Place (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 A Small Place (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Jamaica Kincaid Making
the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a
new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and
symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night
studying and writing papers

a small place by jamaica kincaid: A History of Literature in the Caribbean: English- and
Dutch-speaking countries Albert James Arnold, Julio Rodriguez-Luis, J. Michael Dash, 2001-01-01
For the first time the Dutch-speaking regions of the Caribbean and Suriname are brought into
fruitful dialogue with another major American literature, that of the anglophone Caribbean. The
results are as stimulating as they are unexpected. The editors have coordinated the work of a
distinguished international team of specialists. Read separately or as a set of three volumes, the
History of Literature in the Caribbean is designed to serve as the primary reference book in this
area. The reader can follow the comparative evolution of a literary genre or plot the development of
a set of historical problems under the appropriate heading for the English- or Dutch-speaking
region. An extensive index to names and dates of authors and significant historical figures completes
the volume. The subeditors bring to their respective specialty areas a wealth of Caribbeanist
experience. Vera M. Kutzinski is Professor of English, American, and Afro-American Literature at
Yale University. Her book Sugar's Secrets: Race and The Erotics of Cuban Nationalism, 1993,
treated a crucial subject in the romance of the Caribbean nation. Ineke Phaf-Rheinberger has been
very active in Latin American and Caribbean literary criticism for two decades, first at the Free
University in Berlin and later at the University of Maryland. The editor of A History of Literature in
the Caribbean, A. James Arnold, is Professor of French at the University of Virginia, where he
founded the New World Studies graduate program. Over the past twenty years he has been a
pioneer in the historical study of the Négritude movement and its successors in the francophone
Caribbean.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Island Paradise Melanie A. Murray, 2009 A colonial
discourse has perpetuated the literary notion of islands as paradisal. This study explores how the
notions of island paradise have been represented in European literature, the oral and literary
indigenous traditions of the Caribbean and Sri Lanka, a colonial literary influence in these islands,
and the literary experience after independence in these nations. Persistent themes of colonial
narratives foreground the aesthetic and ignore the workforce in a representation of island space as
idealized, insular, and vulnerable to conquest; an ideal space for management and control. English
landscape has been replicated in islands through literature and in reality - the 'Great House' being
an ideological symbol of power. Island Paradise: The Myth investigates how these entrenched
notions of paradise, which islands have traditionally represented metonymically, are contested in the
works of four postcolonial authors: Jamaica Kincaid, Lawrence Scott, Romesh Gunesekera, and Jean




Arasanayagam, from the island nations of the Caribbean and Sri Lanka. It analyzes texts which focus
on gardens, island space, and houses to examine how these motifs are used to re-vision
colonial/contested sites. This book examines the relationship between landscape and identity and,
with reference to Homi K. Bhabha, considers how these writers offer an alternative space for
negotiating the ambivalence of hybridity.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Borderwork Margaret R. Higonnet, 1994 The first book to
assess the impact of feminist criticism on comparative literature, Borderwork recharts the
intellectual and institutional boundaries on that discipline and calls for the contextualization of the
study of comparative literature within the areas of discourse, culture, ideology, race, and gender.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory Kevin
Everod Quashie, 2004 Ultimately moves beyond these to propose a new cultural aesthetic that aims
to center black women and their philosophies. Book jacket.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: In Praise of New Travelers Isabel Hoving, 2001
Approaching postcolonial theory through cultural analysis, this book offers an accessible and
concrete appraisal of current developments in postcolonial criticism. Detailed readings of a range of
Anglophone Caribbean migrant women's texts from the late 1980s and 1990s lead to sharp insights
into three issues that are crucial to an understanding of the field: place, voice, and silence. The
discussion of these issues allows us to trace current feminist, postmodern, and postcolonial debates
about the nature of the speaking subject, as it is emerging from today's postcolonial cultural
practices. Postcolonial criticism often understands this subject as hybrid and multiple. This book
shows how the specifics of this multiplicity must be acknowledged through analysis of the power
structures and the violence through which this multiple subject is established. The book is also a
consistent inquiry into reading positions. The argument about the differences between
postcolonialist, black and Caribbean feminist, white feminist, and postmodern criticism is conducted
as a discussion about the effects, insights, and blindnesses produced by these different ways of
reading Caribbean migrant women's writing. Scrutinizing the grain of these texts encourages us to
move beyond the kind of general statements for which postcolonial theory has been severely
criticized. The author also extends her critique of reading positions to issues of methodology, using
these approaches to direct her interpretation. Narratology is supplemented by an analysis of the
interdiscursive processes through which texts are created, and psychoanalytic concepts are used to
explore the ambiguous merits of postcolonial reading. Above all, In Praise of New Travelers
celebrates the vigorous, subversive, and liberating creativity of an accomplished generation of
Caribbean migrant women writers.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Postcolonial Travel Writing J. Edwards, R. Graulund,
2010-11-10 With its inclusion of original essays challenging the view of travel writing as a
Eurocentric genre, this book will stand as a benchmark study of future inquiries in the field. It will
revitalize the critical debate, sparking a much needed rethinking of a vibrant and highly popular but
also volatile genre that has seen many changes in recent years.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: An Analysis of Jamaica Kincaid's a Small Place Giorgia
Scribellito, 2014-07-31 This book analyses critically Jamaica Kincaid's book A Small Place. It
considers the biography of the author, the history of Antigua and literature by Caribbean women. It
also analyses the themes of the book and it situates them in the context of Caribbean and
postcolonial literature. It also analyses the Language used by Kincaid and its meaning. It is really an
analysis of Kincaid's book and of its importance for postcolonial, Caribbean and women's studies
literature. The main themes of the book are Caribbean women, history, colonialism and
postcolonialism.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Common Places Seanna Sumalee Oakley, 2011 Preliminary
Material -- OUT OF THE ABYSS: COMMONPLACES OF REPETITION AND REDEMPTION --
GLISSANT'S COMMON PLACES -- WALCOTT'S ALLEGORY OF HISTORY -- A BACKWARD FAITH IN
WALCOTT'S THE SCHOONER FLIGHT -- CLAUDIA RANKINE: JANE EYRE'S BLUES AT THE END
OF THE ALPHABET -- DEAR DIARY: AMANIFESTO - WEREWERE LIKING'S ELLE SERA DE JASPE




ET DE CORAIL -- RITUALIZING UTOPIA IN ELLE SERA DE JASPE ET DE CORAIL -- MASKS OF
AFFLICTION IN FRANKETIENNE'S HAITI -- FRANKETIENNE'S LOGORRHEA: AN EXCESS OF
SEEMING -- THE HORIZON DEVOURS MY VOICE: NOTES ON TRANSLATION -- BIBLIOGRAPHY --
INDEX.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Companion to Literature Abby H. P. Werlock, 2009 Praise
for the previous edition:Booklist/RBB Twenty Best Bets for Student ResearchersRUSA/ALA
Outstanding Reference Source ... useful ... Recommended for public libraries and undergraduates.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: A New World Order Caryl Phillips, 2010-10-31 A New
World Order ranges widely across the Atlantic World that Caryl Phillips has charted in his award
winning novels and non-fiction during the course of the past twenty years. He begins this collection
by establishing his belief that there is a 'new world order' of cultural plurality, one which is being
promoted by the increasingly central role of the migrant and the refugee in the modern world. He
goes on to reflect on the work of such seminal figures as Derek Walcott, V. S. Naipaul, J. M. Coetzee
and Nadine Gordimer, Steven Spielberg, Linton Kwesi Johnson and Marvin Gaye. Phillips writes
about the moment when St Kitts, the small island of his birth, became independent and talks about
the role and responsibility of being a writer born into a postcolonial world who lives on both sides of
the Atlantic. He then turns the spotlight on Britain speculating about his parents' migration in the
late fifties, the continued legacy of racism, his own helpless loyalty to Leeds United, and his
anxieties at feeling as though he both of, and not of, Britain.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Understanding the Essay Patricia Foster, Jeff Porter,
2012-07-25 This is a book on how to read the essay, one that demonstrates how reading is
inextricably tied to the art of writing. It aims to treat the essay with the close attention that has been
given to other literary genres, and in doing so it suggests the beauty and depth of the form as a
whole. At once personal appreciations and acute critical assessments, the pieces collected here
broaden our perspective on the essay as a major literary art, tracing its history from William Hazlitt
to Joan Didion.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Resisting Alterities , 2021-11-01 This volume - of essays,
poetry, and prose fiction - records various attempts to read the fracture zones created by the
discursive strategy of a democratic imagination, where space and ideas are opened to new linguistic
and literary insights. Pride of place is taken by essays on the Caribbean writer Wilson Harris which
explore the implications of his awareness of a polyphony of coexistent voices that dislodges the
hegemony of Cartesian dualism. This group of studies is rounded off with an interview with, and
searching testimony by, Harris himself. The further contributions take up the implications of the
encounter with ‘alterity’ (strangers, natives, barbarians) in order to underline not only wonder in the
face of an unknown presence, or the ‘shame’ through which the subject discovers itself, but also the
ressentiment involved in the creation of demonized Others. As the poet Charles Tomlinson states,
“what we take to be otherness, alterity, can be readmitted into our literary consciousness and seen
as part of the whole, causing us to readjust our awareness of the possibilities of English.” These
essays confirm that resistance is an interface of ambivalence between discursive worlds,
encouraging us to read the “living network” of a text contrapuntally. Specific topics include Billy
Bragg and New Labour, Schopenhauer in Britain, Objectivist poetry, gender and sexual identity (in
Nancy Cunard; in Scottish fiction), multivocal discourse in South Africa, specific forms of alterity (in
Jamaica Kincaid; in the poetry of Edwin Morgan; in allosemitism) and the deculturalizing perils of
globalization.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Caribbean Women Writers and Globalization Professor
Helen C Scott, 2013-04-28 Caribbean Women Writers and Globalization offers a fresh reading of
contemporary literature by Caribbean women in the context of global and local economic forces,
providing a valuable corrective to much Caribbean feminist literary criticism. Departing from the
trend towards thematic diasporic studies, Helen Scott considers each text in light of its national
historical and cultural origins while also acknowledging regional and international patterns. Though
the work of Caribbean women writers is apparently less political than the male-dominated literature




of national liberation, Scott argues that these women nonetheless express the sociopolitical realities
of the postindependent Caribbean, providing insight into the dynamics of imperialism that survive
the demise of formal colonialism. In addition, she identifies the specific aesthetic qualities that reach
beyond the confines of geography and history in the work of such writers as Oonya Kempadoo,
Jamaica Kincaid, Edwidge Danticat, Pauline Melville, and Janice Shinebourne. Throughout, Scott's
persuasive and accessible study sustains the dialectical principle that art is inseparable from social
forces and yet always strains against the limits they impose. Her book will be an indispensable
resource for literature and women's studies scholars, as well as for those interested in postcolonial,
cultural, and globalization studies.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Archaeology in Dominica Mark W. Hauser, Diane Wallman,
2020-10-13 This volume examines the everyday lives of enslaved and free workers at Morne Patate,
an eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Caribbean plantation, helping document the
under-represented history of slavery and colonialism on the edge of the British Empire.

a small place by jamaica kincaid: Research Methodologies for Auto/biography Studies
Kate Douglas, Ashley Barnwell, 2019-06-03 This collection of short essays provides a rigorous, rich,
collaborative space in which scholars and practitioners debate the value of different methodological
approaches to the study of life narratives and explore a diverse range of interdisciplinary methods.
Auto/biography studies has been one of the most vibrant sub-disciplines to emerge in the humanities
and social sciences in the past decade, providing significant links between disciplines including
literary studies, languages, linguistics, digital humanities, medical humanities, creative writing,
history, gender studies, education, sociology, and anthropology. The essays in this collection position
auto/biography as a key discipline for modelling interdisciplinary approaches to methodology and
ask: what original and important thinking can auto/biography studies bring to discussions of
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