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The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai: Exploring a Classic of Japanese Literature

the setting sun osamu dazai is a phrase that immediately brings to mind one of Japan’s
most poignant and enduring literary works. Written in the aftermath of World War Il, Osamu
Dazai’'s novel *The Setting Sun* captures the sense of decline and transformation
experienced by Japan during a time of social upheaval and cultural redefinition. This novel
not only stands as a significant piece of Japanese literature but also offers profound insights
into human emotions, family dynamics, and the struggle to find identity in a rapidly
changing world.

The Historical Context Behind The Setting Sun
Osamu Dazai

Understanding *The Setting Sun* requires a look at the historical backdrop against which
Osamu Dazai penned this work. Published in 1947, just two years after the end of World
War Il, the novel reflects the disillusionment and confusion of the Japanese aristocracy
facing the collapse of their traditional way of life. The title itself is symbolic, evoking the
image of a sun that is sinking below the horizon, much like the fading fortunes of the old
Japanese nobility.

During this period, Japan was undergoing significant reforms under Allied occupation,
including land reforms, democratization efforts, and a shift from militarism to pacifism.
Dazai's story mirrors these societal changes through the lens of a once-wealthy family
trying to navigate new realities. This historical context is crucial for readers who want to
appreciate the deeper layers of meaning embedded in the narrative.

Postwar Japan and Literary Expression

The devastation of the war left many Japanese writers grappling with themes of loss,
defeat, and existential crisis. *The Setting Sun* was part of a broader literary movement
known as the “postwar literature” (OO0, *sengo bungaku*), which sought to reflect the
fractured psyche of the nation. Osamu Dazai used his personal struggles with depression
and alienation to give the novel an authentic emotional depth, making it resonate with
readers who were themselves trying to rebuild their lives.

Characters and Themes in The Setting Sun Osamu
Dazai

One of the most compelling aspects of *The Setting Sun* is its rich character development
and exploration of complex themes. The novel revolves around Kazuko, a young woman



from a declining aristocratic family, her mother, and her brother Naoji, who battles
addiction and disillusionment.

Kazuko: The Voice of Change and Resilience

Kazuko represents the new generation of Japanese women who are caught between
tradition and modernity. Unlike her mother, who clings to the old aristocratic values,
Kazuko is more pragmatic and independent. Her journey throughout the novel is both a
personal and symbolic quest to redefine her identity amid social change.

Kazuko’s struggles highlight themes of feminism and liberation in postwar Japan, where
women began to assert more autonomy. The novel subtly critiques the rigid class
structures and the limitations imposed on women, making Kazuko’s character a beacon of
hope in an otherwise somber narrative.

Naoji and the Decline of the Aristocracy

Naoji’'s character embodies the despair and self-destructive tendencies of those who cannot
adapt to the new social order. His addiction to drugs and alcohol serves as a metaphor for
the decay of the old elite. Through Naoji, Dazai explores themes of existential angst, mental
illness, and the search for meaning in a seemingly indifferent world.

The Motif of the Setting Sun

The image of the setting sun runs throughout the novel as a powerful symbol of endings
and transitions. It evokes a sense of melancholy and inevitability but also suggests the
possibility of renewal as the sun will rise again. This duality enriches the narrative by
balancing despair with a glimmer of hope.

Osamu Dazai’s Writing Style and Literary
Techniques

Dazai's prose in *The Setting Sun* is notable for its lyrical simplicity and emotional
intensity. His writing captures the nuances of human psychology with remarkable clarity,
making the reader feel intimately connected to the characters’ inner worlds.

First-Person Narrative and Confessional Tone

The novel is narrated from Kazuko’s perspective in a first-person voice that feels
confessional and deeply personal. This narrative choice allows readers to experience the
emotional turbulence of the protagonist firsthand, drawing them into the story in a way that



feels immediate and authentic.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery

Dazai frequently employs symbolism, such as the setting sun, flowers, and the dilapidated
family estate, to reflect the themes of decay and transformation. The imagery is vivid yet
understated, enriching the text without overwhelming the reader.

The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai and Its Influence on
Japanese Literature

*The Setting Sun* is widely regarded as a landmark in modern Japanese literature. Its
honest portrayal of postwar struggles and its focus on psychological depth influenced many
writers who followed. The novel helped shift Japanese literature toward a more
introspective and realistic style, moving away from romanticized depictions of the past.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Over the decades, *The Setting Sun* has been adapted into films, stage plays, and even
inspired contemporary novels. Its exploration of themes such as identity crisis, societal
decline, and personal redemption continues to resonate with audiences both in Japan and
internationally.

Recommended Readings for Fans of The Setting Sun

For readers interested in delving deeper into similar themes or exploring Osamu Dazai’s
work further, here are some suggestions:

* No Longer Human - Another semi-autobiographical novel by Dazai that explores
alienation and despair.

* Snow Country by Yasunari Kawabata - A novel that captures the tension between
tradition and modernity in postwar Japan.

* The Makioka Sisters by Junichiro Tanizaki - Focuses on the decline of a wealthy
family, similar to *The Setting Sun*.



Tips for Reading The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai

If you're approaching *The Setting Sun* for the first time, here are some tips to enhance
your reading experience:

1. Understand the historical background: Familiarize yourself with Japan’s postwar
period to fully grasp the societal shifts depicted.

2. Pay attention to symbolism: Notice recurring images and motifs that deepen the
novel’s themes.

3. Reflect on the characters’ psychological states: The novel is as much about
internal struggles as it is about external events.

4. Read supplementary materials: Essays or analyses on Dazai’s life can provide
valuable context.

Engaging with *The Setting Sun* is not just about following a story but immersing yourself
in a poighant moment in history, seen through the eyes of a masterful storyteller. Osamu
Dazai’'s work remains a timeless reflection on change, loss, and the enduring human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Setting Sun' by Osamu
Dazai?

‘The Setting Sun' explores themes of post-war decline, social change, and the struggles of
the Japanese aristocracy during the aftermath of World War II.

Who are the central characters in 'The Setting Sun'?

The central characters are Kazuko, a young woman from a declining aristocratic family, her
brother Naoji, and their mother, all grappling with societal and personal challenges.

How does Osamu Dazai portray post-war Japan in 'The
Setting Sun'?
Dazai portrays post-war Japan as a society in transition, marked by the collapse of

traditional values, economic hardship, and a sense of disillusionment among the old
aristocracy.



What is the significance of the title 'The Setting Sun'?

The title symbolizes the decline of the Japanese aristocracy and traditional culture, much
like the sun setting marks the end of a day, representing the end of an era.

How does Kazuko's character evolve throughout ‘The
Setting Sun'?

Kazuko evolves from a sheltered aristocratic girl to a more independent and resilient
woman, confronting harsh realities and redefining her identity in a changing world.

What role does Naoji play in the novel ‘'The Setting
Sun'?

Naoji, Kazuko's brother, represents the disillusioned youth of post-war Japan, struggling
with addiction and a loss of purpose, reflecting the broader societal despair.

In what ways does 'The Setting Sun' reflect Osamu
Dazai's personal experiences?

'The Setting Sun' mirrors Dazai's own feelings of alienation and despair after World War I,
drawing on his struggles with identity, family decline, and societal change.

Why is 'The Setting Sun' considered an important work
in Japanese literature?

'The Setting Sun' is significant for its honest depiction of post-war Japanese society, its
critique of traditional class structures, and its influence on modern Japanese literature.

Additional Resources

The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai: A Profound Exploration of Postwar Japanese Identity

the setting sun osamu dazai stands as one of the most emblematic works in modern
Japanese literature, offering a penetrating gaze into the psyche of a society grappling with
upheaval and transformation. Written in 1947 by Osamu Dazai, a prominent figure in
Japan’s literary canon, the novel delves into the decline of the aristocratic class and the
existential crises faced by individuals amid the ruins of World War Il. The setting sun osamu
dazai encapsulates themes of loss, despair, and the search for meaning, making it a pivotal
text for understanding postwar Japan’s cultural and social shifts.

Contextualizing The Setting Sun in Postwar Japan

Osamu Dazai’s The Setting Sun emerged during a critical juncture in Japanese history. The



aftermath of World War Il left the nation economically devastated and socially fragmented.
The aristocracy, once a dominant force, found itself obsolete in the new democratic order.
Dazai’s narrative captures this disintegration through the lens of a once-privileged family
struggling to maintain its identity. The novel’s setting — a Japan transitioning from imperial
grandeur to uncertain modernity — serves as a backdrop for exploring the decline of
traditional values and the rise of existential angst.

The setting sun osamu dazai is not merely a story about a family’s fall from grace; it is a
symbolic representation of a nation’s twilight era. The title itself evokes imagery of fading
light and the inevitable end of an era, underscoring the novel’s melancholic tone. Readers
gain insight into how personal tragedies intertwine with broader societal transformations,
making the book resonate beyond its immediate historical context.

In-Depth Analysis of Themes and Characters

The Decline of the Aristocracy

Central to The Setting Sun is the portrayal of the aristocracy’s collapse. The protagonist,
Kazuko, and her family embody the last vestiges of a class rendered irrelevant by Japan’s
postwar reforms. This decline is not only material but also psychological, as characters
wrestle with diminished status and uncertain futures. Dazai’s nuanced characterization
highlights the tension between clinging to past privileges and confronting harsh realities.

Existential Despair and Search for Identity

Another critical theme in the setting sun osamu dazai is existential despair. The characters
are often engulfed in feelings of alienation and purposelessness, reflecting the
disillusionment prevalent in postwar Japan. Kazuko’s introspective narration reveals a
struggle to reconcile inherited values with the demands of a changing world. This internal
conflict mirrors the broader societal quest for identity amid rapid modernization and
Western influence.

Women’s Roles and Feminine Perspectives

Notably, The Setting Sun offers a complex portrayal of women’s roles during a
transformative period. Kazuko, as the central female character, challenges traditional
expectations through her independence and critical self-awareness. The novel subtly
interrogates gender dynamics, highlighting both the constraints imposed on women and
their resilience in navigating social upheaval. This feminist undertone adds depth to the
narrative and enriches its cultural significance.



Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Dazai’s writing in the setting sun osamu dazai is characterized by lyrical prose and a
confessional tone that draws readers intimately into the characters’ emotional landscapes.
The first-person narrative, primarily through Kazuko’s perspective, fosters a sense of
immediacy and vulnerability. This stylistic choice enhances the novel’s exploration of
psychological complexity and moral ambiguity.

The author’s use of symbolism and motifs, such as the recurring image of the setting sun,
reinforces the thematic concerns of decay and transition. Dazai’s ability to blend personal
tragedy with social commentary exemplifies his mastery of modernist literary techniques,
positioning The Setting Sun as a seminal work in 20th-century Japanese literature.

Comparisons with Dazai’s Other Works

When compared to Dazai’s other celebrated novel, No Longer Human, The Setting Sun
offers a more outward social critique alongside its introspective elements. While both
novels explore alienation and identity crises, The Setting Sun is distinct in its focus on
familial and societal collapse rather than solely individual despair. This differentiation
highlights Dazai’s versatility and his acute sensitivity to Japan’s evolving cultural landscape.

Impact and Legacy

The setting sun osamu dazai has had a lasting influence on Japanese literature and culture.
Its poignhant depiction of a society in flux continues to resonate with readers and scholars
alike. The novel has been adapted into various media formats, including film and theater,
attesting to its enduring relevance. Academically, it serves as a critical text for
understanding the psychological and social repercussions of Japan’s wartime defeat and the
subsequent democratization.

In addition, The Setting Sun has found international audiences through translations,
contributing to global appreciation of Japanese literary modernism. Its themes of loss,
resilience, and transformation hold universal appeal, allowing readers worldwide to engage
with Japan’s historical narrative on a personal level.

Pros and Cons of The Setting Sun as a Literary Work

* Pros: Deep psychological insight; rich symbolism; culturally significant; strong female
protagonist; evocative portrayal of postwar Japan.

e Cons: At times, the pacing can feel slow; the melancholic tone may be challenging for
some readers; cultural references might require contextual knowledge.



The novel’s strengths lie in its layered storytelling and emotional depth, while its challenges
stem primarily from its somber mood and historical specificity.

Relevance in Contemporary Literary Discourse

In today’s literary and cultural discussions, the setting sun osamu dazai remains a
touchstone for exploring themes of identity, social change, and existential uncertainty. Its
insights into human fragility and societal transformation continue to inspire writers and
critics examining the intersections of history and individual experience. Moreover, as
modern societies face their own crises of identity and value shifts, the novel’s exploration
of decline and renewal gains renewed pertinence.

Through its nuanced portrayal of a fading aristocracy and a nation in turmoil, The Setting
Sun invites readers to reflect on the complexities of cultural legacy and the enduring
human struggle to find meaning amid change. This makes Osamu Dazai’'s work not only a
historical artifact but also a timeless meditation on the human condition.
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the setting sun osamu dazai: The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai, 2014-08-01 This powerful novel
of a nation in social and moral crisis was first published by New Directions in 1956. Set in the early
postwar years, it probes the destructive effects of war and the transition from a feudal Japan to an
industrial society. Ozamu Dazai died, a suicide, in 1948. But the influence of his book has made
people of the setting sun a permanent part of the Japanese language, and his heroine, Kazuko, a
young aristocrat who deliberately abandons her class, a symbol of the anomie which pervades so
much of the modern world.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Osamu Dazai's The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai, 2024-03-12 A
classic of Japanese literature, brought to life in English & manga for the first time! This is the first
manga edition in English of The Setting Sun, Osamu Dazai's classic novel, often considered his
masterpiece. Set in the aftermath of World War II, this is the story of Kazuko, a strong-willed young
woman from an aristocratic family that has fallen into poverty since the war. The book follows
Kazuko's journey as she and her family struggle to survive and adapt to the harsh new conditions. In
addition to having to move from Tokyo to the countryside, where she is forced to work in the fields
to support the family, she has to deal with a difficult divorce, the birth of a stillborn child, and the
return of her drug-addicted brother from the war. This gripping and inspiring portrait of one
woman's determination to survive in a society that is in the grip of a social and moral crisis tells one
story in a fast-changing world, with universal themes that resonates with readers today. After Soseki
Natsume, Osamu Dazai is Japan's most popular writer. Dazai is enjoying a surge in interest among
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young people today thanks to the success of the manga, anime and film series Bungo Stray Dogs,
whose protagonist, a detective named Osamu Dazai, is based on the real-life author.

the setting sun osamu dazai: The Setting Sun - Dazai Osamu Osamu Dazai, 2025-08-08
The Setting Sun is a poignant exploration of postwar Japanese society, focusing on themes of
decline, identity, and the search for meaning in a rapidly changing world. Osamu Dazai critiques the
disintegration of the traditional aristocratic class while examining the psychological struggles of
individuals caught between the past and an uncertain future. Through the lives of characters such as
Kazuko and her brother Naoji, the novel delves into themes of alienation, decay, and the painful
reconciliation with social and personal upheaval. Since its publication, The Setting Sun has been
acclaimed for its evocative prose and raw emotional intensity. Its exploration of universal themes
such as loss, existential despair, and the quest for redemption has secured its status as a classic of
modern Japanese literature. The deeply flawed yet compelling characters and their turbulent
journeys continue to engage readers, offering profound insights into the human condition. The
novel's enduring relevance stems from its ability to capture the complexities of a society in transition
and the inner turmoil of those striving to find purpose amid chaos. By portraying the intersection of
personal tragedy and cultural transformation, The Setting Sun invites readers to reflect on
resilience, the fragility of identity, and the enduring human desire for connection and hope

the setting sun osamu dazai: Shayo, the setting sun Osamu Dazai, 1980

the setting sun osamu dazai: The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai, 1968

the setting sun osamu dazai: Setting Sun Osamu Dazai, 2025-05-06 Dazai's best novel [...]
focusing on a woman forced to deal with the consequences of heedless, Dazai-like behavior —The
New York Times A completely new translation of one of Osamu Dazai's best-loved novels, by
award-winning translator, Juliet Winters Carpenter. The Setting Sun tells the story of Kazuko, a
strong-willed young woman from an aristocratic family that has fallen into poverty since the war.
The book follows Kazuko's journey as she and her family struggle to adapt to the harsh new
conditions of a Japan destroyed by American fire-bombings. In addition to having to move from the
city to the countryside, where she has to work in the fields to support her family, she has to deal
with a divorce, her mother's illness, and the return of her drug-addicted brother from the army. An
inspiring portrait of one woman's determination to survive in a society in the grip of a social and
moral crisis, this classic work will appeal to those with an interest in modern Japanese literature as
well as to those familiar with Osamu Dazai from the popular manga and anime series Bungo Stray
Dogs, where he is the lead character.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Osamu Dazai's the Setting Sun Osamu Dazai, 2024-01-31 A
classic of Japanese literature, brought to life in manga for the first time! This is the first manga
edition in English of The Setting Sun, Osamu Dazai's classic novel, often considered his masterpiece.
Set in the aftermath of World War II, this is the story of Kazuko, a strong-willed young woman from
an aristocratic family that has fallen into poverty since the war. The book follows Kazuko's journey
as she and her family struggle to survive and adapt to the harsh new conditions. In addition to
having to move from Tokyo to the countryside, where she is forced to work in the fields to support
the family, she has to deal with a difficult divorce, the birth of a stillborn child, and the return of her
drug-addicted brother from the war. This gripping and inspiring portrait of one woman's
determination to survive in a society that is in the grip of a social and moral crisis tells one story in a
fast-changing world, with universal themes that resonates with readers today. After Soseki Natsume,
Osamu Dazai is Japan's most popular writer. Dazai is enjoying a surge in interest among young
people today thanks to the success of the manga, anime and film series Bungo Stray Dogs, whose
protagonist, a detective named Osamu Dazai, is based on the real-life author. A powerful and
beautifully written novel of Japan that deals with the impoverished years following the war and
depicts a sort of Japanese lost generation, in the disruption of the old moral and spiritual beliefs... --
Kirkus Reviews

the setting sun osamu dazai: The Setting Sun Osamu Dazai, 2025-03-31 Dazai's best novel
[...] focusing on a woman forced to deal with the consequences of heedless, Dazai-like behavior --The




New York Times A completely new translation of one of Osamu Dazai's best-loved novels, by
award-winning translator, Juliet Winters Carpenter. The Setting Sun tells the story of Kazuko, a
strong-willed young woman from an aristocratic family that has fallen into poverty since the war.
The book follows Kazuko's journey as she and her family struggle to adapt to the harsh new
conditions of a Japan destroyed by American fire-bombings. In addition to having to move from the
city to the countryside, where she has to work in the fields to support her family, she has to deal
with a divorce, her mother's illness, and the return of her drug-addicted brother from the army. An
inspiring portrait of one woman's determination to survive in a society in the grip of a social and
moral crisis, this classic work will appeal to those with an interest in modern Japanese literature as
well as to those familiar with Osamu Dazai from the popular manga and anime series Bungo Stray
Dogs, where he is the lead character.

the setting sun osamu dazai: The Woman on the Bridge Over the Chicago River Allen R.
Grossman, 1979 The Woman on the Bridge over the Chicago River is Allen Grossman's first
collection with New Directions. His voice is astonishingly contemporary, his often dissociated
imagery bordering on the surreal--yet one hears in his verse classical and Biblical echoes and, on
occasion, darker medieval undertones. The brilliance of his imagination works against a measured
eloquence, setting up a fine-edged tension not unlike the prophetic verse of William Blake, the wild
dithyrambs of David, or the more controlled metrics of Catullus and Villon.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Gorf Michael McClure, 1976 The murdered Mert and Gert are
reborn in the search for their child, the Shitfer, who disintegrated when hurled through TIme and
Space, is resurrected as his discrete pieces find and recognise their unity. And presiding over all is
Gorf himself - the flying purple phallus, the cosmic joke and life principle.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Works on Paper, 1980-1986 Eliot Weinberger, 1986 During the
past several years, Eliot Weinberger's inventive prose has earned him a reputation as a candid social
observer and penetrating essayist. Works on Paper is the first collection of his writings, twenty-one
pieces that juxtapose the world as it is and the world as it is imagined-by artists, poets, historical
figures, and ordinary people. Inventions of Asia, the first section, deals primarily with how the West
reinvents the East (and how the East invents itself): images of India circa 1492 (where Columbus
thought he was going); Christian missionaries in sixteenth-century China; Bombay prostitutes as
seen by a New York photojournalist; Tibetan theocracy transplanted to the Rockies; a Confucian
bureaucrat's address to crocodiles; the shifting iconography of the tyger; looking for an answer to an
ancient Chinese poem of questions; how the children of Mao have reinvented Imagism; Kampuchea
Under Pol Pot. Extensions of Poetry explores the ways in which the world affects the imaginations of
individual poets (George Oppen, Langston Hughes, Charles Reznikoff, Octavio Paz, Clayton
Eshleman) and indeed entire movements, leading at times to unexpected incarnations and
transformations. Weinberger ponders such strange conjunctions as Whittaker Chambers and
Objectivism, anti-Semitism among American Modernists, bourgeois poets--present-day wards of the
academy and the state--confronting the issues of peace, American foreign policy, and The Bomb.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Curve Away from Stillness John Allman, 1989 Poems convey the
art and science of the world of physics, chemistry, biology, planets and principles.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Oscar Wilde Edouard Roditi, 1986 Edouard Roditi's critical
study of Oscar Wilde, originally published in 1947 in New Directions' Makers of Modern Literature
Series, was a pioneering attempt to evaluate a literary reputation long distorted by the journalistic
appetite for scandal. Relegating biography to a back seat, Roditi addressed the important of Wilde's
ingenious, imaginative, and dialectical thought in his own time and showed how his poetry, novels,
plays, and critical writings were a key influence in the shift of English and American literature away
from established and aging Romanticism toward Modernism. For this first paperbound edition of his
perceptive and erudite study of Wilde, Roditi has added three additional chapters touching on new
material about Wilde as well as the new public attitudes about homosexuality that have evolved
since the book was first published. An American long resident in Paris, Edouard Roditi is an
internationally known linguist, scholar, art critic, and author and translator of a considerable



number of works of fiction and poetry, criticism and biography. A collection of his witty and exotic
short stories, The Delights of Turkey, is available under the New Directions imprint.

the setting sun osamu dazai: New Selected Poems, 1970-1985 Jerome Rothenberg, 1986
Acclaimed poet and translator, editor of such ground-breaking journals and anthologies as
Alcheringa and Technicians of the Sacred, pioneer in the fields of performance poetry and
ethnopoetics, Jerome Rothenberg is a literary radical and a major force in American poetry.
Gathered here in his New Selected Poems 1970-1985 are pivotal poems from four previous New
Directions collections, Poland/1931 (1974), A Seneca Journal (1978), Vienna Blood (1980), and That
Dada Strain (1983). Rothenberg describes his new selection as an attempt to isolate in the work of
the last fifteen years (and a little more) the thread of a single long poem or sequence [in which]
figures and voice's without context in the earlier books...find a location and a shape. Open-ended,
explorative, and exuberantly and irreverently epic, the sequence ends with two new and previously
uncollected poems, 15 Flower World Variations and Visions of Jesus.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Solitudes Crowded with Loneliness Bob Kaufman, 1965
Published in 1965, Solitudes Crowded with Loneliness assembles ten years' work of Bob Kaufman,
celebrated in San Francisco as the original Beat and in France as 'the American Rimbaud.' Bob
Kaufman promotes a spontaneous, prophetic verse, mixing street talk and jazz with vision.

the setting sun osamu dazai: The Red Devil Battery Sign Tennessee Williams, 1988 This
book is William's symbol for the military-industrial complex and all the dehumanizing trends it
represents from mindless cocktail party chatter to bribery of officials to assassination plots directed
against those who won't play the game, to attempted coups by right-wing zealots.

the setting sun osamu dazai: At Heaven's Gate Robert Penn Warren, 2017-05-30 The second
novel by Robert Penn Warren, author of the Pulizter-Prize-winning All The King's Men, is a tour de
force and a neglected classic. At Heaven'’s Gate, Robert Penn Warren’s second novel, is a neglected
classic of twentieth-century fiction. First published in 1943, it grew out of the author’s years in
Nashville during a period of political and financial scandals much like those later so memorably
portrayed his Pulitzer-Prize-winning All The King’s Men. Other formative elements, as he has said,
came originally out of Dante by a winding path. During the winter of 1939-40 in Rome, where the
first half of the book was written, one of the most touching characters, a Christ-bit mountaineer, and
his part of the story literally came full-blown to the author in a typhus-induced delirium. At Heaven'’s
Gate is a novel of violence, of human beings struggling against a fate beyond their power to alter, of
corruption, and of honor. It is the story of Sue Murdock, the daughter of an unscrupulous speculator
who has created a financial empire in the South, and the three men with whom she tries to escape
the dominance of her father and her father’s world. The background is the capital of a Southern
state in the late twenties and the promoters and politicians, the aristocrats and poor whites, the
labor organizers and the dispossessed farmers, the backwoods prophets and university intellectuals
who are drawn into its orbit. Warren’s picture of the South is as fresh, dramatic, and powerful today
as it was when the book was first published. Its plot structure is a tour de force.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Manimekhalai 000000000, 1989 Never before translated into
English, the Manimekhalai is one of the great classics of Indian culture. A second-century Tamil
verse epic, it is a sequel to the Shilappadikaram (New Directions, 1965), which was also masterfully
translated into prose by the acclaimed musician and scholar of Hinduism, Alain Daniélou. Rich with
details of the period's arts, customs, and religions, the Manimekhalai provides an extraordinary
picture of an age that suddenly comes back to life. It is the story of a beautiful young dancer who
decides to forego her looming career as a courtesan in order to dedicate her life (with the aid of
gods, demigods, and a magic bowl called the Cow of Abundance) to charity and to attaining the
bright light of knowledge.

the setting sun osamu dazai: We'll to the Woods No More Edouard Dujardin, 1990 A
delightful period piece of Paris in the late 1880's, We'll to the Woods No More (Les lauriers sont
coupés) retains its importance as the first use of the monologue intérieur and the inspiration for the
stream-of-consciousness technique perfected by James Joyce. Dujardin's charming tale, told with



insight and irony, recounts what goes on in the mind of a young man-about-town in love with a
Parisian actress. Mallarmé described the poetry of the telling as the instant seized by the throat.
Originally published in France in 1887, the first English translation (by Joyce scholar Stuart Gilbert)
was published by New Directions in 1938. In 1957 Leon Edel's perceptive historical essay
reintroduced the book as the rare and beautiful case of a minor work which launched a major
movement.

the setting sun osamu dazai: Seasons of Sacred Lust [0, 1978 Kazuko Shiraishi's poems
are outcries, meditations, exclamations of fierce energy and playfulness. It is a joy to hear from a
Japanese sister of such breadth and bravery. --Anne Waldman
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