what it takes by richard ben cramer

What It Takes by Richard Ben Cramer: A Deep Dive into Political Biography Mastery

what it takes by richard ben cramer is more than just a book title; it represents a
groundbreaking work in the realm of political biography and campaign literature. Richard
Ben Cramer’s seminal 1992 book offers readers an unparalleled inside look at the 1988
U.S. presidential election, capturing the essence of what drives politicians and the
complex forces that shape their journeys. Known for its vivid storytelling, meticulous
research, and profound human insight, this work has become a touchstone for
understanding American politics and the nature of leadership.

If you've ever wondered what separates a good political biography from a truly
exceptional one, exploring what it takes by richard ben cramer will illuminate how
narrative depth combined with journalistic rigor can bring historical figures to life. Let’s
delve into the key aspects of this masterpiece, its impact, and why it remains relevant in
today’s political discourse.

The Unmatched Narrative Style of What It Takes
by Richard Ben Cramer

One of the most striking features of what it takes by richard ben cramer is its narrative
style. Unlike traditional political biographies that often rely heavily on dates, policy
discussions, and dry facts, Cramer’s approach is deeply human and immersive. He doesn’t
just outline the candidates’ platforms; he dissects their personalities, motivations, and
vulnerabilities. This method provides a multi-dimensional portrait that resonates with
readers on a personal level.

Character-Driven Storytelling

Cramer’s storytelling is character-driven, meaning he treats the politicians more like
protagonists in a novel than mere subjects of political analysis. He explores the emotional
and psychological dimensions of figures like George H.W. Bush, Bob Dole, and Michael
Dukakis. This approach helps readers understand the internal struggles and ambitions
that fuel political campaigns, revealing the “what it takes” behind their public personas.

Immersive Reporting and Extensive Research

Behind the captivating narrative lies rigorous investigative work. Cramer spent years
interviewing not only the candidates but also their families, friends, staffers, and
opponents. This depth of research adds layers of authenticity and nuance. By capturing
candid moments and off-the-record conversations, the book offers unprecedented insight
into the campaign trail, making readers feel as if they are witnessing history firsthand.



Why What It Takes by Richard Ben Cramer Stands
Out in Political Literature

Political books are a dime a dozen, but what sets what it takes by richard ben cramer
apart is its ability to combine journalistic integrity with literary flair. The book transcends
its immediate subject—the 1988 election—and becomes a meditation on ambition, power,
and the American political system itself.

Beyond Campaigns: Exploring the Human Cost of
Politics

Cramer doesn’t shy away from revealing the personal costs of political ambition. By
delving into the private lives of candidates, he exposes the toll that campaign pressures,
public scrutiny, and relentless competition exact on individuals and families. This candid
portrayal challenges the often glamorized image of politicians and offers a more balanced
perspective on what it truly takes to reach the pinnacle of American politics.

Influence on Political Journalism and Biographical
Writing

Since its publication, what it takes by richard ben cramer has influenced countless
journalists and authors. Its success demonstrated that political biographies could be both
accessible and deeply insightful, encouraging a new generation of writers to adopt a more
narrative-driven and empathetic approach. The book is frequently cited as a benchmark
for political campaign coverage and biography writing, making it an essential read for
anyone interested in political media.

Key Themes Explored in What It Takes by Richard
Ben Cramer

Understanding the core themes of what it takes by richard ben cramer helps readers
appreciate its complexity and depth. Several recurring motifs run through the book, each
contributing to a richer understanding of American politics and leadership.

Ambition and Drive

At the heart of the book is the exploration of ambition—the raw, often messy desire to
succeed in a highly competitive arena. Cramer shows how ambition can inspire greatness
but also lead to personal sacrifice and ethical dilemmas. This theme resonates beyond
politics, offering insights applicable to leadership in any field.



The Role of Family and Personal History

Another significant theme is the influence of family background and upbringing on
political figures. Cramer traces how childhood experiences, parental relationships, and
personal losses shape candidates’ characters and decision-making processes. This angle
humanizes politicians and underscores the interplay between private life and public
service.

The Machine of American Politics

Cramer also paints a detailed picture of the political machinery—the donors, media,
strategists, and voters—that drives campaigns. By revealing the complexity and sometimes
chaotic nature of this ecosystem, the book shines a light on the practical realities behind
electoral success or failure.

Lessons and Insights from What It Takes by
Richard Ben Cramer

For readers interested in politics, leadership, or storytelling, what it takes by richard ben
cramer offers valuable lessons that extend beyond the realm of political campaigns.

The Importance of Empathy in Political Coverage

One of the key takeaways is the power of empathy. By treating political figures as whole
human beings rather than caricatures, journalists and readers can gain a deeper
understanding of motivations and challenges. This empathetic approach fosters more
nuanced political discourse and can help bridge polarized viewpoints.

Patience and Depth in Research

Cramer’s dedication to exhaustive research serves as a reminder that quality journalism
demands time and persistence. In an era of rapid news cycles and sound bites, what it
takes by richard ben cramer exemplifies the value of digging deeper to uncover the full
story.

Understanding Leadership Beyond Policy

Leadership is often evaluated based on policy positions or public speeches. However,
Cramer’s work reveals that character, resilience, and personal history are equally critical.
Recognizing these elements can enrich how we assess political figures and leaders across



all sectors.

Why What It Takes by Richard Ben Cramer
Remains Relevant Today

Decades after its release, what it takes by richard ben cramer continues to resonate. The
themes of ambition, personal sacrifice, and the complexities of political life are timeless.
Moreover, in today’s turbulent political climate, the book’s in-depth portrayal of
candidates offers a valuable perspective on the human side of politics—a side often lost in
sensational headlines and social media soundbites.

For students of political science, journalists, or anyone curious about the inner workings of
American democracy, revisiting what it takes by richard ben cramer can provide both
inspiration and critical understanding. The book’s blend of narrative excellence and
investigative depth serves as a guide to what it truly means to navigate the demanding
world of politics.

In essence, what it takes by richard ben cramer is not just a chronicle of a past election
but a timeless exploration of the qualities, struggles, and realities that define political
leadership.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main subject of "What It Takes' by Richard
Ben Cramer?

The book explores the lives and political careers of the candidates in the 1988 U.S.
presidential election, providing an in-depth look at what it takes to become president.

Which candidates are profiled in "What It Takes' by
Richard Ben Cramer?

The book profiles George H.W. Bush, Bob Dole, Michael Dukakis, and Gary Hart, offering
detailed insights into their backgrounds and campaigns.

What makes "What It Takes' by Richard Ben Cramer
stand out among political biographies?

Its exhaustive research, vivid storytelling, and deep psychological insights into the
candidates set it apart, making it a definitive and compelling account of presidential
politics.



How does Richard Ben Cramer approach the storytelling
in 'What It Takes'?

Cramer uses narrative journalism techniques, blending detailed reporting with compelling
character studies to humanize the political figures.

What themes are explored in "What It Takes' by Richard
Ben Cramer?

Themes include ambition, power, personal sacrifice, the American political system, and
the complex nature of leadership.

Is "'What It Takes' by Richard Ben Cramer relevant to
understanding current American politics?

Yes, it provides timeless insights into political ambition and the electoral process, helping
readers understand the personal and systemic challenges candidates face.

How long did Richard Ben Cramer spend researching
and writing "What It Takes'?

Cramer spent several years conducting interviews and research to create the detailed and
comprehensive narrative found in the book.

What impact did "What It Takes' have on political
journalism?

The book is considered a landmark in political journalism, influencing how political stories
are told and inspiring future generations of journalists.

Can '"What It Takes' by Richard Ben Cramer be
recommended to readers interested in politics?

Absolutely, it is highly recommended for anyone interested in American politics,
presidential history, or political psychology due to its depth and engaging style.

Additional Resources
**What It Takes by Richard Ben Cramer: An In-Depth Review and Analysis**

what it takes by richard ben cramer stands as a seminal work in the realm of political
journalism and biography. Published in 1992, this exhaustive exploration of the 1988 U.S.
presidential election offers readers an unparalleled window into the lives, ambitions, and
complexities of the candidates vying for the nation’s highest office. Richard Ben Cramer’s
masterful narrative transcends mere political reporting, providing a multidimensional



portrait of human character and the intricate dynamics of American politics.

Exploring the Depths of “What It Takes”

Unlike conventional campaign coverage, *what it takes by richard ben cramer* delves
deeply into the personal histories, motivations, and psychological makeup of the key
contenders: George H.W. Bush, Bob Dole, Michael Dukakis, and Gary Hart. Cramer’s
approach is investigative and immersive, drawing on extensive interviews, firsthand
observations, and meticulous research. The result is a richly textured narrative that sheds
light on the interplay between personal ambition and public service.

The book’s title, *What It Takes*, alludes not only to the qualifications necessary to
become president but also to the sacrifices, resilience, and character traits required to
endure the grueling journey of a political campaign. In this way, Cramer challenges
readers to reconsider the nature of leadership beyond mere policy positions and public
personas.

Unparalleled Narrative Style and Structure

One of the defining features of *what it takes by richard ben cramer* is its novelistic
storytelling style. Cramer eschews dry political analysis in favor of vivid character-driven
narratives. Each candidate is portrayed with nuance, revealing strengths, vulnerabilities,
and contradictions. This method allows readers to engage with the political process on a
human level, fostering empathy and deeper understanding.

The book is structured around detailed profiles, each unfolding like a biography within the
larger political saga. This format enables Cramer to juxtapose the candidates’ contrasting
backgrounds and ideologies, highlighting how their personal experiences shaped their
political philosophies and campaign strategies.

Key Themes and Insights in What It Takes

At its core, *what it takes by richard ben cramer* investigates themes of power, identity,
and the American Dream. The book probes the psychological toll of political ambition and
the ethical dilemmas candidates face. Through exhaustive interviews and sharp
observation, Cramer exposes the contradictions between public image and private reality.

The Human Side of Politics

Cramer’s work is notable for its focus on the human element in politics. Unlike typical
political biographies that prioritize policy or electoral outcomes, *what it takes by richard
ben cramer* reveals the emotional and psychological dimensions of candidates’ lives. For
instance:



e George H.W. Bush’s complex relationship with his father and the weight of legacy
e Bob Dole’s perseverance amid physical disability and personal hardship
e Michael Dukakis’s technocratic idealism and its impact on his campaign

e Gary Hart’s charisma and subsequent scandal, which reshaped political media
coverage

These insights contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of what it truly takes to
compete at the highest level of American politics.

Impact on Political Journalism and Biography

*What It Takes* has been widely acclaimed for setting a new standard in political
journalism. Cramer’s method—combining investigative rigor with literary storytelling—has
influenced generations of journalists and biographers. The book’s detailed character
studies and candid portrayal of political life have become a benchmark for political
narrative nonfiction.

Moreover, the book’s timing, published shortly after the 1988 election, provided a rare
contemporaneous deep dive that allowed readers to contextualize the election beyond
media soundbites and partisan spin. This has ensured its lasting relevance in both
academic and popular circles.

Comparisons with Other Political Biographies

In the landscape of political literature, *what it takes by richard ben cramer* stands out
for its length, depth, and approach. While many presidential biographies focus on a single
figure, Cramer’s comparative profiling of multiple candidates provides a panoramic view
of the electoral contest.

For example, compared to Robert Caro’s meticulous biographies of Lyndon B. Johnson,
which focus intensely on one subject, Cramer’s work offers breadth and interwoven
narratives. Similarly, unlike Michael Wolff’'s more contemporary political exposés that
often prioritize sensationalism, Cramer maintains a balanced, investigative tone that
emphasizes understanding over judgment.

Strengths and Limitations

The strengths of *what it takes by richard ben cramer* include its:



Exhaustive research and original interviews

Rich psychological and emotional depth

Engaging narrative style that appeals to both political enthusiasts and general
readers

Insightful exploration of the 1988 election as a microcosm of American politics

On the other hand, some critics have noted that the book’s length and detail might be
overwhelming for casual readers. Additionally, because it focuses on the 1988 election, its
analysis may feel dated in the context of modern political dynamics. Nevertheless, its
timeless insights into the nature of political ambition remain valuable.

Relevance in Today’s Political Climate

Despite being rooted in a campaign more than three decades ago, *what it takes by
richard ben cramer* continues to resonate in today’s political discourse. The qualities and
challenges Cramer uncovered—Ileadership under pressure, media scrutiny, personal
sacrifice—are as pertinent now as they were then.

Furthermore, in an era dominated by rapid news cycles and social media soundbites, the
book’s in-depth, nuanced approach serves as a reminder of the importance of
comprehensive political storytelling. It challenges readers and journalists alike to look
beyond surface-level narratives and seek the fuller story behind public figures.

Lessons for Aspiring Leaders and Political Observers

For readers interested in politics, leadership, or American history, *what it takes by
richard ben cramer* offers valuable lessons:

1. Political success demands more than policy expertise; it requires resilience,
adaptability, and emotional intelligence.

2. The personal backgrounds and formative experiences of leaders deeply influence
their political styles and decisions.

3. Media portrayal can dramatically affect political fortunes, underscoring the interplay
between image and substance.

4. Understanding the complexity of candidates humanizes the political process and
encourages informed civic engagement.



These takeaways enhance the book’s stature as both a historical document and a guide to
the enduring realities of political life.

what it takes by richard ben cramer remains a towering achievement in political
literature, offering a richly detailed and empathetic examination of the American
presidency’s demanding path. Through its comprehensive profiles and investigative depth,
the book continues to illuminate the intricate blend of character, circumstance, and
ambition that defines what it truly takes to run for—and potentially hold—the highest
office in the United States.
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what it takes by richard ben cramer: What It Takes Richard Ben Cramer, 2011-08-02 Before
Game Change there was What It Takes, a ride along the 1988 campaign trail and “possibly the best
[book] ever written about an American election” (NPR). Written by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
and New York Times-bestselling author Richard Ben Cramer, What It Takes is “a perfect-pitch
rendering of the emotions, the intensity, the anguish, and the emptiness of what may have been the
last normal two-party campaign in American history” (Time). An up-close, in-depth look at six
candidates—George H. W. “Poppy” Bush, Bob Dole, Joe Biden, Michael Dukakis, Richard Gephardt,
and Gary Hart—this account of the 1988 US presidential campaign explores a unique moment in
history, with details on everything from Bush at the Astrodome to Hart’s Donna Rice scandal.
Cramer also addresses the question we find ourselves pondering every four years: How do
presumably ordinary people acquire that mixture of ambition, stamina, and pure shamelessness that
allows them to throw their hat in the ring as a candidate for leadership of the free world?
Exhaustively researched from thousands of hours of interviews, What It Takes creates powerful
portraits of these Republican and Democratic contenders, and the consultants, donors, journalists,
handlers, and hangers-on who surround them, as they meet, greet, and strategize their way through
primary season chasing the nomination, resulting in “a hipped-up amalgam of Teddy White, Tom
Wolfe, and Norman Mailer” (Los Angeles Times Book Review). With timeless insight that helps us
understand the current state of the nation, this “ultimate insider’s book on presidential politics”
explores what helps these people survive, what makes them prosper, what drives them, and
ultimately, what drives our government—human beings, in all their flawed glory (San Francisco
Chronicle).

what it takes by richard ben cramer: The Art of Fact Kevin Kerrane, Ben Yagoda,
1998-08-03 A comprehensive and illuminating survey of literary journalism with both historical and
international scope, this anthology is the only one of its kind. In a series of sparkling readings, Kevin
Kerrane and Ben Yagoda trace the evolution of the so-called new journalism back to the 18th
century.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Die Stunde der Okonomen Binyamin Appelbaum,
2020-05-27 Als die Okonomen die Welthithne betraten. Binyamin Appelbaum legt eine originelle
Ideengeschichte und ein unvergessliches Portrat der Wirtschafts-Wissenschaftler vor, die in der
Mitte des 20. Jahrhunderts zum weltweiten Aufstieg des Neo-Liberalismus beigetragen haben. Sie
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waren die Vertreter des deregulierten Marktes: Milton Friedman mit seinen libertaren Idealen,
Arthur Laffer, dessen Kurve auf einer Cocktailserviette dazu beitrug, Steuersenkungen zu einem
wesentlichen Bestandteil konservativer Wirtschaftspolitik zu machen, oder Thomas Schelling, der
dem menschlichen Leben einen monetaren Wert beimessen wollte. Ihre Grunduberzeugung? Die
Regierungen sollten aufhoren zu versuchen, die Wirtschaft zu steuern. Ihr Leitsatz? Die Markte
wurden ein stetiges Wachstum bringen und sicherstellen, dass alle von den Vorteilen profitieren.
Aber die Okonomen konnten ihr Versprechen auf breiten Wohlstand nicht einlésen. Und der Glaube
an den uneingeschrankten Markt ging auf Kosten der wirtschaftlichen Gleichheit, der Stabilitat
liberaler Demokratien und zukunftiger Generationen. Fesselnd erzahlt Appelbaum vom Aufstieg und
Fall der Okonomen sowie ihrer Ideen und macht deutlich: Das uneingeschrankte Vertrauen in den
Markt gefahrdet die Zukunft der liberalen Demokratie.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Who's Afraid of ...? Marion Gymnich, 2012 Fear in its
many facets appears to constitute an intriguing and compelling subject matter for writers and
screenwriters alike. The contributions address fictional representations and explorations of fear in
different genres and different periods of literary and cultural history. The topics include
representations of political violence and political fear in English Renaissance culture and literature;
dramatic representations of fear and anxiety in English Romanticism; the dramatic monologue as an
expression of fears in Victorian society; cultural constructions of fear and empathy in George Eliot's
Daniel Deronda (1876) and Jonathan Nasaw's Fear Itself (2003); facets of children's fears in
twentieth- and twenty-first-century stream-of-consciousness fiction; the representation of fear in war
movies; the cultural function of horror film remakes; the expulsion of fear in Kazuo Ishiguro's novel
Never Let Me Go and fear and nostalgia in Mohsin Hamid's post-9/11 novel The Reluctant
Fundamentalist.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: The Gospel According to the Fix Chris Cillizza,
2012-07-10 A divine guide to deciphering the sinful world of American politics, from the author of
the Washington Post's The Fix The political world is full of acronyms, shortcuts, and lingoes that
stand as a barrier to entry for anyone not in the business. The onset of social media has only made
that barrier higher, as insiders tweet furiously to one another in a language most of us can't even
understand. Everyday Americans and even political junkies need a how-to manual for understanding
what words matter in this arena and why. Enter Brother Chris Cillizza and The Gospel According to
the Fix--an essential guide to the wonderfully odd religion of politics. Based on his highly popular
blog, The Gospel According to the Fix will teach you something new about politics, no matter who
you are and whom you know. In our torturous political climate, this Gospel is the one true source for
comprehending what the heck is going on in DC. Chapter and verse, this political Gospel will include
parables the likes of: * Why Ron Paul’s candidacy is a lot like the TV show Friday Night Lights ¢
What it takes to be Richard Ben Cramer and write the political classic What It Takes ¢ The top ten
negative campaign ads of all time ¢ The top ten issues candidates should be discussing but aren’t
because of the economy * The dos and don’ts of surviving a political sex scandal

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Die Prasidenten der USA Christof Mauch, 2025-03-20
Von George Washington bis Donald Trump bietet dieser Band eine kleine Geschichte der USA im
Spiegel ihrer Prasidenten. Die Autorinnen und Autoren schildern in 47 biographischen Portrats
Leben und Amtszeit der US-Prasidenten, skizzieren die wichtigsten Entwicklungen, Ereignisse und
Entscheidungen und betrachten abschliefSend Leistungen und Versaumnisse der jeweiligen
Prasidentschaft. So ist zugleich ein Panorama der US-amerikanischen Geschichte von der
Unabhangigkeit am Ende des 18. Jahrhunderts bis zur zwiespaltigen Supermacht unserer Tage
entstanden.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: The Book of Joe Jeff Wilser, 2017-10-24 The ultimate
guide to President Joe Biden, filled with all the fun, all the inspiration, and none of the malarkey. The
aviators. The Amtrak. The bromance with Barack Obama. Few politicians are as iconic, or as
beloved, as Joe Biden. Now, in The Book of Joe, Biden fans and political junkies alike have the
ultimate look at America’s 46th president. Covering the key chapters in Biden’s life and career—and




filled with classic Biden-isms, including “That’s a bunch of malarkey” and “I may be Irish, but I'm not
stupid”—this entertaining blend of biography, advice, and muscle cars explores the moments that
forged Joe Biden, and what they can teach us today. But along with this “Wisdom of Joe,” the book
also reveals the inspirational story of a man whose life has been shaped by his father’s advice: Get
back up. Time after time, Biden has bounced back from both personal heartbreaks and professional
disappointments, and just like Joe, sometimes we all have to dust ourselves off and fight back.
Packed with lessons we need now more than ever, The Book of Joe is both a celebration of a revered
political figure and a testament to the power of a life filled with integrity, perseverance, and plenty
of ice cream.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Wer rettet Amerika? Claudia Buckenmaier,
2022-09-13 Als Joe Biden als Prasident der USA antrat, hofften viele, dass er die zerrissene Nation
einen, ihre Wunden heilen konnte. Heute sind die gesellschaftlichen Graben tiefer denn je. Rechte
Gruppen haben sich weiter radikalisiert, Donald Trump bereitet seine Ruckkehr ins Weilse Haus vor,
und das Misstrauen gegeniiber Politik und Staat ist so grof$ wie nie. Claudia Buckenmaier, bis 2022
Korrespondentin und Leiterin des ARD-Studios in Washington, ist eine ausgewiesene Kennerin
Amerikas. Reportagereisen haben sie quer durch das Land gefuhrt, zu Menschen, deren Geschichten
zeigen, wo die USA heute stehen. Darunter ein hispanischer Sheriff einer texanischen Grenzstadt,
der das Versagen der amerikanischen Einwanderungspolitik taglich miterlebt; ein Pastor aus Ohio,
der mitansehen muss, wie seine Gemeinde immer extremeren Verschworungstheorien verfallt; ein
demokratischer Abgeordneter, der im Sitzungssaal war, als das Kapitol von einem wutenden Mob
gesturmt wurde. In ihrem Buch fuhlt Buckenmaier der machtigsten Nation der Welt den Puls: Gibt
es Hoffnung auf Versohnung, oder ist Amerika dabei, sich selbst zu verlieren? Und was bedeutet das
fur uns? Das ebenso personliche wie scharfsichtige Portrat eines gefahrlich destabilisierten Landes.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: The Loudest Voice in the Room Gabriel Sherman,
2014-01-14 A revelatory journey inside the world of Fox News and Roger Ailes—the brash,
sometimes combative network head who helped fuel the rise of Donald Trump NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER « NOW A SHOWTIME LIMITED SERIES « NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY NPR When Rupert Murdoch enlisted Roger Ailes to launch a cable news network in
1996, American politics and media changed forever. With a remarkable level of detail and insight,
Vanity Fair magazine reporter Gabriel Sherman puts Ailes’s unique genius on display, along with the
outsize personalities—Bill O'Reilly, Sean Hannity, Megyn Kelly, Sarah Palin, Karl Rove, Glenn Beck,
Mike Huckabee, Gretchen Carlson, Bill Shine, and others—who have helped Fox News play a
defining role in the great social and political controversies of the past two decades. From the
Clinton-Lewinsky scandal to the Bush-Gore recount, from the war in Iraq to the Tea Party attack on
the Obama presidency, Roger Ailes developed an unrivaled power to sway the national agenda. Even
more, he became the indispensable figure in conservative America and the man any Republican
politician with presidential aspirations had to court. How did this man become the master strategist
of our political landscape? In revelatory detail, Sherman chronicles the rise of Ailes, a frail kid from
an Ohio factory town who, through sheer willpower, the flair of a showman, fierce corporate
politicking, and a profound understanding of the priorities of middle America, built the most
influential television news empire of our time. Drawing on hundreds of interviews with Fox News
insiders past and present, Sherman documents Ailes’s tactical acuity as he battled the press,
business rivals, and countless real and perceived enemies inside and outside Fox. Sherman takes us
inside the morning meetings in which Ailes and other high-level executives strategized Fox’s
presentation of the news to advance Ailes’s political agenda; provides behind-the-scenes details of
Ailes’s crucial role as finder and shaper of talent, including his sometimes rocky relationships with
Fox News stars such as O’Reilly, Hannity, and Carlson; and probes Ailes’s fraught partnership with
his equally brash and mercurial boss, Rupert Murdoch. Roger Ailes’s life is a story worthy of Citizen
Kane. Featuring an afterword about Ailes’s epic downfall during the extraordinary 2016 election,
The Loudest Voice in the Room is an extraordinary feat of reportage with a compelling human drama
at its heart.




what it takes by richard ben cramer: What It Takes P Cramer, Richard Ben Cramer,
1994-05-31

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Politics and the Media Jane Hall, 2021-08-04 The
book is well versed in the scholarly literature as well as pop-culture references found in
contemporary television shows and movies. But what stands out in the volume’s research is its
utilization of interviews conducted by the author that provide a range of perspectives on the media
and politics from the vantage points of U.S. senators, journalists, critics, and activists. —Kirkus
Reviews Jane Hall has written a brilliant analysis that is educational, entertaining and important.
Her comprehensive and timely book will be required reading for scholars, and will be invaluable for
general readers and anyone interested in the relationship between politics and the media. - Kenneth
T. Walsh, veteran White House correspondent, adjunct professorial lecturer in communication, and
author of 10 books on the presidency including Presidential Leadership in Crisis. Finally, as current
a book as possible incorporating scholarly work on the media and politics and up-to-date examples
and suggested exercises that are sure to rivet student interest. From its coverage of a tweeting
President constantly assailing the media to trenchant analyses of coverage of the BLM movement,
immigration and how the media treats women candidates this book is a must- adopt for Media and
Politics classes. It is also an excellent add on for classes on American Politics and Campaigns and
Elections. - Karen O’Connor, Jonathan N. Helfat Distinguished Professor of Politics, Founder Women
and Politics Institute, American University. The book is very timely and it has good case studies for
students to discuss in class. It has chapters on race- and gender-related issues. You can use it as the
main textbook, or you can assign it as supplementary reading material. —Ivy Shen, PhD. Southeast
Missouri State University Politics and the Media: Intersections and New Directions examines how
media and political institutions interact to shape public thinking and debates around social
problems, cultural norms, and policies. From the roles of race and gender in American politics to the
2020 elections and the global coronavirus pandemic, this is an extraordinary moment for politicians,
the news media, and democracy itself. Drawing from years of experience as an active political media
analyst, an award-winning journalist and professor of politics and the media, Jane Hall explores how
media technologies, practices, and formats shape political decision-making; how political forces
influence media institutions; and how public opinion and media audiences are formed. Students will
gain an understanding of these issues through a combination of scholarship, in-depth interviews, and
contemporary case-studies that will help them develop their own views and learn to express them
constructively.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Homicide David Simon, 2012-11-15 Tatort Baltimore:
In der Stadt an der Ostkuste der USA geschehen innerhalb eines Jahres 234 Morde - an zwei von
drei Tagen wird ein Burger erstochen, erschossen oder erschlagen. Im Zentrum dieses Hurrikans
des Verbrechens steht die Mordkommission unter der Leitung von Lieutenant Gary D’Addario, eine
kleine Bruderschaft, konfrontiert mit dem amerikanischen Albtraum: Donald Worden, ein
abgeklarter Ermittler am Ende seiner Karriere; Harry Edgerton, ein schwarzer Detective in einer
uberwiegend weillen Einheit; und Tom Pellegrini, ein engagierter junger Cop, der erst vor kurzem
zur Mordkommission gekommen ist und den schwierigsten Fall des Jahres aufklaren will - die
brutale Vergewaltigung und Ermordung eines elfjahrigen Madchens. David Simon schuf die
legendare Fernsehserie The Wire. Der langjahrige Polizeireporter der Baltimore Sun war der erste
Reporter in Amerika, der unbegrenzten Zugang zu einer Mordkommission erhielt - er folgte ein Jahr
lang den Ermittlern. Seine meisterhafte Reportage, die sowohl den Edgar als auch den Anthony
Award gewann, lasst uns hautnah an den Ermittlungen der Mordkommission teilhaben und ist
daruber hinaus eine eigene Ermittlung zur amerikanischen Kultur der Gewalt, die nichts von ihrer
Brisanz verloren hat.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: George Herbert Walker Bush Tom Wicker,
2004-05-03 No one is more qualified to give a fully rounded, objective portrait of our forty-first
president than Tom Wicker. A political correspondent for The New York Times for more than thirty
years, Wicker was a first-hand witness to and reporter of George H. W. Bush’s political rise and



presidential reign. In George Herbert Walker Bush, Wicker provides a richly drawn and succinct
overview of Bush from his New England roots, his decorated service in World War II, and his
successful oil businesses to his shift to politics and rapid rise within the Republican party. As he
describes changes within the Republican party in recent decades, Wicker charts Bush’s career,
including in-depth analysis of his campaign tactics and his gift for creating friendships and inspiring
loyalty which, Wicker argues, has been the key to Bush’s success. The result is a fascinating, timely
glimpse into one of the most powerful families in America today, complete with insights into the
current reign of George W. Bush, the continued legacy of the Bush family, and contemporary
American politics.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Off Script Josh King, 2016-04-26 Donald Trump won
election as the 45th President of the United States by studying American political stagecraft and
learning what helped previous candidates succeed and doomed others to failure. A figure on the
periphery of campaigns for decades, he glided down the Trump Tower escalator on June 16, 2015,
declared his candidacy and took his place, permanently, as an actor in the country’s greatest
spectacle. Twenty-eight years earlier, at the dawn of what Josh King calls “The Age of Optics” in OFF
SCRIPT: An Advance Man’s Guide to White House Stagecraft, Campaign Spectacle and Political
Suicide, Trump began to position himself for his eventual run for the Oval Office. Pictured at the foot
of that same gilded escalator, he posed at the foot of that same escalator for a cover story profile in
TIME magazine. “This Man May Turn You Green With Envy—Or Just Turn You Off,” read the first
part of TIME'’s headline in January 1989. “Flaunting It is the Game, and TRUMP is the name,” the
headline concluded. The cover story came just after Massachusetts Governor Mike Dukakis lost in a
landslide to Vice President George H.W. Bush, in part because Dukakis made the disastrous decision
to ride in an M1A1 Abrams tank in Sterling Heights, Michigan less than two months before the
election. Why did Dukakis make that ride, and why was it so deadly? Indeed, in each election that
followed, why did George Bush, Bob Dole, Al Gore, John Kerry, John McCain and Mitt Romney make
similar mistakes that cost them dearly at the polls? These are the questions that Josh King answers
in OFF SCRIPT. King, who served as Director of Production in Bill Clinton’s White House and later
was host of SiriusXM Satellite Radio’s long-running “Polioptics: The Theater of Politics,” brings
readers on a wild ride over the last thirty years of the Age of Optics, from Ronald Reagan’s mastery
of image to Barack Obama’s “Vanilla Presidency” to, ultimately, the faceoff between Hillary Clinton
and Trump. As one of the White House’s most creative “advance men,” skilled at employing the tools
to tell help tell the president’s daily story, and creating the scenes that the media can’t resist turning
into news packages and front page photos, King pulls back the curtain on the behind-the-scenes
alchemy of political stagecraft. King’s personal account, in-depth interviews, and detail-rich stories,
and his unique angle on what drives headlines, makes news, and wins elections will serve as an
indispensible companion to those keeping a close eye on the Trump presidency.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Power Players Chris Cillizza, 2023-04-18 A colorful
look at how modern presidents play sports, have used sports to play politics, and what our
fan-in-chief can often tell us about our national pastimes. POWER PLAYERS tells all the great stories
of presidents and the sports they played, loved and spectated as a way to better understand what it
takes to be elected to lead a country driven by sports fans of all stripes. While every modern
president has used sports to relate to Joe Q. Public, POWER PLAYERS turns the lens around to
examine how sports have shaped our presidents and made for some amazing moments in White
House history, including: Dwight Eisenhower played so much golf he had a putting green built
outside the Oval Office!. (He also almost died on a golf course while in office.) How John F.
Kennedy’s touch-football games with family were knowing plays to polish the Camelot mystique.
People might not have related to the aloof and awkward Richard Nixon but, hey, he would bowl a
few frames just like them. Ronald Reagan didn’t just play the part of “The Gipper” for the silver
screen, but truly adopted the famous footballer’s never-say-die persona. George H.W. Bush once ran
a horseshoe league from the White House - with a commissioner and brackets! (He would later
claim to have come up with the fan expression, “You da man.”) Bill Clinton’s Arkansas Razorback



fandom was so intense that he could be found shouting at the referees from a box at the basketball
national championship game in 1994. George W. Bush’s not only owned the Texas Rangers but also
threw out the most iconic first pitch ever in the 2001 World Series. What really went down when
Barack Obama played pickup hoops with the North Carolina Tarheels. (He later won the state by .3
percent of the vote.) Donald Trump is the only president ever featured in a professional wrestling
storyline—and everything real and fake that went with that. In the pages of POWER PLAYERS, a love
of sports shines through as the key to understanding who these presidents really were and how they
chose to play by the rules, occasionally bluff or cheat, all the while coaching the country into a few
quality wins and some notorious losses.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Moral Vision Marvin Olasky, 2024-02-13 A man's
character shows its stamp repeatedly during a career. In The American Leadership Tradition Olasky
has many lessons to offer. For the cynical, he reminds us that it is not true that they all do it, as the
lives of Andrew Jackson and Grover Cleveland can attest. For the nostalgic, he reminds us that there
have been principled men, like George Washington, alongside unprincipled ones, like Henry Clay,
from the beginning. After reading this book it will be impossible to argue that John Kennedy's
womanizing reflected a side of him that had absolutely nothing to do with his presidency, or that
Abraham Lincoln's rectitude was unconnected with his greatness. Olasky shows that faithfulness in
marriage may be no guarantee of faithfulness to the country, but faithlessness is a leading indicator
of trouble. Leaders who break a large vow to one person find it easy to break relatively small vows to
millions. .

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Nothin' But Good Times Ahead Molly Ivins, 2010-03-31
She's back. Molly Ivins, our most perceptive, outrageously funny political commentator, has given us
an uproarious new book. In Nothin' But Good Times Ahead, Ivins proved that no one has a steadier
gaze or a quicker trigger finger, as she hits the bull's-eye in such targets as George Bush, Bill
Clinton, Camille Paglia, the Clarence Thomas hearings, and the ethics-twisting, English-slaughtering
pols of her beloved Texas. Here's Molly on: The 1992 Republican Convention: Many people did not
care for Pat Buchanan's speech; it probably sounded better in the original German. Texas politics:
Better than the zoo, better than the circus, rougher than football, and even more aesthetically
satisfying than baseball. Gibber Lewis, former House Speaker of the Texas State Legislature: He
once announced, 'This is unparalyzed in the state's history. Another Gibberism: It could have bad
ramifistations in the hilterlands.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: "Will noch jemand einen Wodka?" Ross McCammon,
2016-06-20 Karriere ist kein Plattenbau, Karriere ist eine Pyramide. Wie aber kommt man als erster
oben an? Durch uberragende Kompetenz? Durch unermudlichen Einsatz? Nein, es sind andere
unterschatzte Fahigkeiten, die im Berufsleben oft den kleinen Unterschied machen: der perfekte
Handedruck, das richtige Lacheln, unterhaltsamer Smalltalk. Mit viel Humor erlautert Ross
McCammon die unausgesprochenen Benimmregeln des Arbeitslebens. Ein Handbuch fur Aufsteiger!

what it takes by richard ben cramer: The Boy Who Could Change the World Aaron
Swartz, 2016-02-01 In January 2013, Aaron Swartz, under arrest and threatened with thirty-five
years of imprisonment for downloading material from the JSTOR database, committed suicide. He
was twenty-six years old. But in that time he had changed the world we live in: reshaping the
Internet, questioning our assumptions about intellectual property, and creating some of the tools we
use in our daily online lives. Besides being a technical genius and a passionate activist, he was also
an insightful, compelling, and cutting critic of the politics of the Web. In this collection of his
writings that spans over a decade he shows his passion for and in-depth knowledge of intellectual
property, copyright, and the architecture of the Internet. The Boy Who Could Change the World
contains the life's work of one of the most original minds of our time.

what it takes by richard ben cramer: Who Is Who in American Literature Aaaa, 2013-06-03
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