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**A Prayer for Owen Meany: Exploring John Irving’s Masterpiece**

a prayer for owen meany a novel by John Irving is a captivating and profound exploration of faith,
destiny, friendship, and the search for meaning. Since its publication in 1989, this novel has
captivated readers with its unique narrative voice, compelling characters, and thought-provoking
themes. In this article, we’ll dive deeply into what makes *A Prayer for Owen Meany* such a beloved
and enduring work of contemporary literature, exploring its plot, themes, characters, and cultural
impact.

Understanding the Premise of A Prayer for Owen
Meany

At its core, *A Prayer for Owen Meany* is a coming-of-age story told through the eyes of Johnny
Wheelwright, who narrates the life and extraordinary destiny of his best friend, Owen Meany. Set in a
small New England town during the 1950s and 1960s, the novel intertwines personal drama with
broader historical and spiritual questions.

Owen Meany is no ordinary boy. Marked by a distinctive voice and an unusual physical
appearance—he is small with a high-pitched, almost otherworldly tone—Owen believes he is an
instrument of God. The story revolves around Owen’s conviction that he has a divine mission to fulfill,
a belief that shapes his every action and ultimately leads to a powerful climax.

Thematic Depth: Faith, Fate, and Friendship

One of the most compelling aspects of *A Prayer for Owen Meany* is how it tackles big themes in
such a nuanced and human way. Irving weaves together motifs of faith, fate, and free will,
challenging readers to consider the role of divine intervention in everyday life.

Faith and Doubt

Owen’s unwavering faith contrasts sharply with Johnny’s skepticism. Throughout the novel, readers
witness Johnny’s struggle to reconcile Owen’s mystical certainty with his own doubts about religion
and the existence of God. This tension drives much of the narrative, making it a deeply spiritual
journey for both the characters and the audience.

Destiny and Free Will

The novel explores the idea that some lives are predestined, yet it also questions how much control
we truly have over our paths. Owen’s belief that he is an instrument of fate raises fascinating



questions about predestination versus autonomy, encouraging readers to reflect on their own beliefs
about purpose and destiny.

Friendship and Loyalty

At its heart, *A Prayer for Owen Meany* is also about the profound bond between two boys growing
up together. Johnny’s narration reveals the depth of their friendship and how Owen’s faith and
conviction affect everyone around him. This emotional core grounds the novel, making its
philosophical explorations all the more impactful.

Character Study: The Unforgettable Owen Meany

Owen Meany is arguably one of the most memorable characters in modern American literature. His
physical characteristics—small stature, a unique voice—and his unwavering certainty about his role in
the world make him stand out immediately. But beyond his quirks, Owen is a deeply inspiring figure
because of his courage, humor, and unwavering belief in a higher purpose.

John Irving crafts Owen with incredible detail, allowing readers to see him as both a boy and a symbol.
His prophetic statements, often delivered with a mixture of humor and solemnity, create a haunting
atmosphere throughout the novel. Owen’s tragic fate adds a layer of poignancy that lingers long after
the last page is turned.

Narrative Style and Storytelling Techniques

John Irving’s storytelling in *A Prayer for Owen Meany* is notable for its unique narrative voice and
structure. The story is framed as a memoir, with Johnny reflecting back on his childhood and
friendship with Owen. This retrospective viewpoint provides a rich, layered perspective, blending
nostalgia with critical insight.

The novel’s tone shifts seamlessly between moments of comedy, tragedy, and theological reflection,
which keeps readers engaged and emotionally invested. Irving’s use of foreshadowing, symbolism,
and recurring motifs—like the repeated phrase “Owen is an instrument”—adds depth and resonance
to the narrative.

Symbolism and Motifs

Some of the most powerful symbols in the novel include:

Owen’s Voice: Represents his uniqueness and the idea that some messages can only be
delivered in unusual ways.

The Baseball Incident: A pivotal moment that sets the entire story in motion, symbolizing fate



and the randomness of life.

Religious Imagery: Throughout the novel, Irving uses Christian symbolism to explore
questions of faith and sacrifice.

Recognizing these elements enriches the reading experience and highlights Irving’s skill as a writer.

Why A Prayer for Owen Meany Remains Relevant

More than thirty years after its release, *A Prayer for Owen Meany* continues to resonate with
readers worldwide. Its exploration of faith and doubt is universal, appealing to anyone grappling with
questions about the meaning of life or the existence of a higher power.

Moreover, the novel’s portrayal of friendship and loyalty speaks to the timeless human experience. In
a world often marked by uncertainty, Owen’s unwavering certainty and courage offer a powerful
message about hope and purpose.

Impact on Popular Culture and Literature

The novel has influenced countless writers and has been studied extensively in academic settings for
its rich thematic content and innovative narrative style. Its memorable characters and profound
questions have cemented its status as a classic in modern American literature.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating A Prayer for Owen
Meany

If you’re about to dive into this novel or revisit it, here are a few tips to enhance your experience:

Pay attention to the narrative voice: Johnny’s perspective shapes how we understand1.
Owen and the events that unfold.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how faith, fate, and free will interact in your own life as you2.
read.

Look for recurring symbols: Noticing these can deepen your understanding of the story’s3.
layers.

Take your time: The novel’s rich detail and emotional depth reward careful reading and4.
reflection.

Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations can open new insights and perspectives.5.



The Enduring Legacy of A Prayer for Owen Meany

Ultimately, *A Prayer for Owen Meany* is not just a novel about a boy with a unique voice—it’s a
profound meditation on the mysteries of life and the power of belief. John Irving’s masterful
storytelling invites readers to explore difficult questions with empathy and humor, leaving a lasting
impression that encourages both introspection and hope.

Whether you are drawn to it for its spiritual themes, its unforgettable characters, or its richly woven
narrative, *A Prayer for Owen Meany* offers a reading experience that is as moving as it is thought-
provoking. It stands as a testament to the enduring power of literature to illuminate the human
condition in all its complexity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Prayer for Owen Meany' by John
Irving?
The main theme of 'A Prayer for Owen Meany' is faith and destiny. The novel explores how belief
shapes the characters' lives, particularly through Owen Meany's unwavering faith in his purpose and
the role of divine intervention.

Who is Owen Meany in the novel 'A Prayer for Owen Meany'?
Owen Meany is the novel's central character, a small boy with a unique voice and a strong sense of
destiny. He believes he is an instrument of God and plays a pivotal role in the story's exploration of
faith and fate.

How does John Irving use narration in 'A Prayer for Owen
Meany'?
The novel is narrated by Johnny Wheelwright, Owen Meany's best friend. Johnny's perspective
provides a reflective and personal account of their friendship and the events that unfold, blending
nostalgia with a search for meaning.

What role does religion play in 'A Prayer for Owen Meany'?
Religion is a significant element throughout the novel, influencing characters' decisions and
worldviews. It raises questions about faith, miracles, and the nature of God, particularly through
Owen's belief that he has a divine mission.

How does the setting influence the story in 'A Prayer for Owen



Meany'?
The story is set in a small New England town during the 1950s and 1960s, a period marked by social
and political change. This setting underscores themes of innocence, loss, and the impact of the
Vietnam War, which affects the characters deeply.

What is the significance of Owen Meany's voice in the novel?
Owen Meany's distinctive, high-pitched voice symbolizes his uniqueness and otherworldliness. It sets
him apart from others and reinforces the idea that he is different, possibly chosen for a special
purpose.

How does 'A Prayer for Owen Meany' address the concept of
fate versus free will?
The novel explores the tension between fate and free will through Owen's conviction that his life is
predestined. It raises philosophical questions about whether our lives are controlled by divine plans or
shaped by our own choices.

Additional Resources
**A Prayer for Owen Meany: A Novel Analysis and Review**

a prayer for owen meany a novel by John Irving stands as one of the most compelling and
intricately woven works of late 20th-century American literature. Published in 1989, this novel
combines elements of faith, fate, and friendship, weaving a narrative that challenges readers both
intellectually and emotionally. Its unique blend of a coming-of-age story, theological inquiry, and
historical reflection has cemented its status as a significant work deserving of detailed examination.

Exploring the Core Themes of *A Prayer for Owen
Meany*

At the heart of *a prayer for owen meany a novel* lies a profound meditation on destiny and divine
intervention. The story is narrated by John Wheelwright, who recalls his childhood friendship with
Owen Meany, a boy of diminutive stature but extraordinary presence. Owen’s mysterious voice and
prophetic abilities are central to the plot, raising questions about predestination and the role of faith
in a secular world.

The novel’s thematic exploration is multifaceted. First, it delves into the intersection of religion and
doubt. Owen Meany’s unwavering belief in his divine purpose contrasts with John’s more skeptical
stance, creating tension that drives much of the narrative. This dichotomy invites readers to consider
how faith shapes identity and actions, especially in the face of tragedy.

Second, Irving uses the Vietnam War era as a backdrop, adding a layer of historical gravitas. The
war’s moral ambiguities mirror the spiritual uncertainties experienced by the characters. This
contextual setting allows the novel to comment on broader social and political issues, such as the



conflict between individual conscience and national duty.

Characterization and Narrative Style

One of the novel’s standout features is its distinctive characterization, especially of Owen Meany
himself. Owen is portrayed with vivid detail: physically small, yet possessing a voice so unique and
powerful that it becomes a symbol of his otherworldly nature. His eccentricities and unwavering
conviction make him both endearing and enigmatic, captivating readers throughout the narrative.

John Wheelwright’s role as narrator is equally important. The story unfolds through his retrospective
lens, infusing the novel with a reflective and sometimes nostalgic tone. This narrative choice allows
Irving to explore memory’s reliability and the subjective nature of storytelling. John’s personal growth,
intertwined with Owen’s fate, provides a compelling emotional core.

Irving’s prose style deserves mention for its clarity and depth. His storytelling balances humor with
tragedy, creating a tone that is both accessible and profound. The use of foreshadowing and
symbolism enriches the narrative, inviting repeated readings to uncover layered meanings.

Comparative Context and Literary Significance

When comparing *a prayer for owen meany a novel* to Irving’s other works, such as *The World
According to Garp* or *The Cider House Rules*, it becomes evident that this novel is perhaps his most
spiritual and introspective. While Irving often explores themes of family and identity, here he adds a
distinct theological dimension that sets it apart.

In terms of literary impact, the novel has been praised for its innovative use of voice and narrative
structure. It blends genres—mixing coming-of-age, mystery, and historical fiction—making it a
versatile study for literary scholars and casual readers alike. Its exploration of fate versus free will
resonates with philosophical literature, while its vivid characterizations appeal to fans of character-
driven novels.

Pros and Cons of *A Prayer for Owen Meany*

Pros:

Deep exploration of faith and destiny that provokes thoughtful reflection.

Memorable characters, particularly the enigmatic Owen Meany.

Rich, evocative prose that balances humor and tragedy.

Integration of historical context that adds depth and realism.

Complex narrative structure that rewards attentive readers.



Cons:

The novel’s length and detailed exposition may challenge some readers’ patience.

Its theological discussions might feel dense or abstract for those unfamiliar with religious
discourse.

Some plot elements depend heavily on coincidence, which could strain suspension of
disbelief.

The Role of Symbolism and Motifs in the Novel

Symbolism plays a crucial role in *a prayer for owen meany a novel*, enriching its thematic
complexity. One of the most prominent symbols is Owen’s voice, described as otherworldly and
unearthly. This voice represents not only his physical uniqueness but also his role as a prophetic
figure, an instrument of divine will.

Another recurring motif is the concept of “miracles” and “signs,” which Owen insists are evident in
everyday events. This motif challenges readers to reconsider the ordinary, suggesting that the
miraculous can be found in the mundane if one chooses to see it.

The novel also uses sports, particularly baseball, as a metaphor for fate and chance. The moment that
defines Owen’s destiny—a baseball accident—serves as a powerful narrative catalyst that
underscores the interplay between randomness and purpose.

Impact on Readers and Popular Culture

Since its publication, *a prayer for owen meany a novel* has influenced a broad spectrum of readers
and writers. Its unique handling of religious themes within a contemporary setting has inspired
discussions in academic and religious circles alike. The novel’s ability to blend humor with solemnity
has made it a favorite in book clubs and literary courses.

Though it has not been adapted into a major motion picture, the book’s cinematic qualities—vivid
scenes, strong characters, and suspenseful plot—have sparked interest in potential adaptations. Fans
often cite the novel’s emotional resonance and philosophical depth as reasons for its enduring
popularity.

Moreover, *a prayer for owen meany a novel* has contributed to the genre of spiritual fiction, sitting
alongside works by authors like C.S. Lewis and Flannery O’Connor, yet distinguished by its modern
American setting and narrative style.



Why *A Prayer for Owen Meany* Remains Relevant
Today

In a cultural landscape often marked by skepticism and secularism, *a prayer for owen meany a
novel* continues to resonate because it tackles timeless questions about belief, purpose, and the
nature of existence. Its exploration of how individuals respond to inexplicable events and the search
for meaning remains pertinent in contemporary discourse.

The novel also offers insight into the complexities of friendship and loyalty, themes universally
relevant across generations. The dynamic between Owen and John serves as a poignant reminder of
how relationships shape personal identity and worldview.

Finally, Irving’s critique of political and social issues during the Vietnam War era invites readers to
reflect on the consequences of national decisions and the moral responsibilities of citizens—an issue
that continues to find echoes in modern society.

Through its rich narrative tapestry and philosophical inquiry, *a prayer for owen meany a novel*
stands as a testament to the enduring power of literature to explore the profound mysteries of human
life.
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  a prayer for owen meany a novel: A Prayer for Owen Meany John Irving, 2012-03-13 “A
remarkable novel. . . . A Prayer for Owen Meany is a rare creation. ... An amazingly brave piece of
work ... so extraordinary, so original, and so enriching. . . . Readers will come to the end feeling
sorry to leave [this] richly textured and carefully wrought world.” —STEPHEN KING, Washington
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game in Gravesend, New Hampshire. One of the boys hits a foul ball that kills the other boy's
mother. The boy who hits the ball doesn't believe in accidents; Owen Meany believes he is God's
instrument. What happens to Owen after that 1953 foul ball is extraordinary. A PBS Great American
Read Top 100 Pick
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: A Prayer for Owen Meany John Irving, 2003 When he was
11 years old, Owen Meany hit a foul ball that struck and killed the mother of his best friend, Johnny
Wheelwright, the narrator of this story. Thereafter, Owen believes himself to be the instrument of
God. Some strong language and some descriptions of sex.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: A Prayer for Owen Meany John Irving, 2012-04-03 Owen
Meany hits a foul ball while playing baseball in the summer of 1953 that kills his best friend's
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mother, an accident that Owen is sure is the result of divine intervention.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Owen Meany John Irving, 2012-10-23 John Irvings
Auseinandersetzung mit einem halben Jahrhundert amerikanischer Geschichte, mit der Frage nach
dem Glauben in einer chaotischen Welt: die bewegende Geschichte der einzigartigen Freundschaft
zwischen Owen Meany und John Wheelwright. Man schreibt den Sommer 1953, die beiden
elfjährigen Freunde Owen und John spielen Baseball, als ein fürchterliches Unglück passiert...
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Günter Grass and His Critics Siegfried Mews, 2008 A
comprehensive narrative overview and analysis of the criticism of the controversial German author's
works. When the Swedish Academy announced that Günter Grass had been awarded the 1999 Nobel
Prize for Literature, it singled out his first novel The Tin Drum (1959, English translation 1963) as a
seminal work that had signaled thepostwar rebirth of German letters, auguring a new beginning
after decades of linguistic and moral destruction. Nearly fifty years after its publication, the novel's
significance has been generally acknowledged: it is the uncontested favorite among Grass's works of
fiction on the part of reading public and critics alike, yet its canonical status tends to obscure the
decidedly mixed and even hostile reactions it initially elicited. Along with The Tin Drum, Grass's
impressive body of literary work since the 1950s has spawned a cottage industry of Grass criticism,
making a reliable guide through the thicket of sometimes contradictory readings a definite
desideratum. SiegfriedMews fills this lacuna in Grass scholarship by way of a detailed but succinct,
descriptive as well as analytical and evaluative overview of the scholarship from 1959 to 2005.
Grass's politically motivated interventions in publicdiscourse have kept him highly visible, blurring
the boundaries between politics and aesthetics. Mews therefore examines not only academic
criticism but also the daily and weekly press (and other news media), providing additionalinsight
into the reception of Grass's works. Siegfried Mews is Professor of German at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: The Short Story of the Novel Henry Russell, 2024-08-08 A
fascinating and innovative introduction to the best works of fiction from the last 500 years. Simply
constructed, the book explores 60 key novels from The Tale of Genji to My Brilliant Friend. In
addition to enjoyable descriptions of the novels and concise explanations of why they are important,
the book illuminates the most significant writing genres, themes and techniques. Accessible and fun
to read, with a foreword by Professor Peter Boxall, this pocket guide will give readers a new way to
enjoy their favourite books - and to discover new ones.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Encyclopedia of the American Novel Abby H. P.
Werlock, 2015-04-22 Praise for the print edition: ... no other reference work on American fiction
brings together such an array of authors and texts as this.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: The Book Lover's Devotional Compiled by Barbour Staff,
2011-01-01 If you like books, you’ll love The Book Lover’s Devotional—a collection of 60 readings
that draw engaging, contemporary spiritual points from literature. From All Quiet on the Western
Front to Little House on the Prairie, from In His Steps to Pride and Prejudice, and from Christy to
The Strange Case of Dr. Jeckyll and Mr. Hyde, books covered run the gamut of genres, from the
1800s to the present. Each entry features details on the book itself, and describes a moment of truth
to be found in the story. “Further thought” questions encourage critical thinking about literature. If
you like books, get The Book Lover’s Devotional!
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Fiction and Poetry to Help Us Age Laurence W.
Mazzeno, Sue Norton, 2025-09-09 This volume explores the theme of age and aging, uniquely
combining personal reflections from literature professors with sound scholarly analysis of a range of
fiction and poetry. Bringing together leading literary scholars, this collection of essays covers a
range of writers and texts, representing both the canon and new voices. By combining the chapter
authors' expertise as literary and cultural critics with their own responses to novels, short stories
and poems, the book offers new insights into the life trajectories made available to fiction and poetry
readers through compelling narrative and vivid literary representation.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: The Book Lovers' Companion Michael O'Mara Books,



2014-07-25 Compiled by a range of English literature experts and avid readers, and with a foreword
by Lionel Shriver, author of We Need To Talk About Kevin, The Book Lovers' Companion is sure to
inspire any book lover.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: The Book of Morgan Tony Morgan, 2015-04-16 The original
title of this collection was The Many Realities of Ynot Nagromthis because some of the people who
may have read my novels and/or a few of the short stories contained in this volume have asked me if
I consider myself a science fiction writer. As you will see, many of these thirty stories and essays are
far from that genre; therefore, I do not consider myself to be such a writer. Rather, I see myself at
times consumed with the possibilities of alternative realities. For instance, what if there was a way
the South would have been able to win the battle of Gettysburg and, with it, the Civil War, the
Titanic had missed the iceberg, we were able to build a Super Hadron Collider the circumference of
the moon, which then opened a parallel universe to ours, and George Custer had not chosen to leave
his two Gatling guns behind on his way to the Little Bighorn? As the cover proclaims, I have also
included my literary essays, short stories, and personal tales for all of you. And as the Koran begins,
Not a word of this book should you doubt. Tony Morgan
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Understanding the New Irish Novel Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-24 This comprehensive guide explores the rich and diverse landscape of the modern Irish
novel. It examines the ways in which Irish writers have grappled with the complex social, political,
and cultural issues that have shaped Irish society over the past century. It also explores the
innovative formal and stylistic techniques that Irish writers have employed to create some of the
most exciting and challenging fiction of our time. This book is an essential guide for anyone who
wants to understand the modern Irish novel. It is a book that will appeal to both scholars and
general readers alike. It is a book that will provide readers with a deeper understanding of one of
the most important and vibrant literary genres of our time. The modern Irish novel is a genre that is
constantly evolving and pushing boundaries. It is a genre that is as diverse as the Irish people
themselves, and it reflects the rich and complex history and culture of Ireland. This book provides a
comprehensive overview of the modern Irish novel. It covers a wide range of topics, including: * The
history of the Irish novel * The major themes and trends in the modern Irish novel * The most
important Irish novelists and their works * The influence of Irish history and culture on the Irish
novel * The future of the Irish novel This book is an indispensable resource for anyone who wants to
learn more about the modern Irish novel. It is a book that will provide readers with a deeper
understanding of one of the most important and vibrant literary genres of our time. This book is
written in a clear and concise style, and it is accessible to both scholars and general readers alike. It
is a book that is sure to be a valuable addition to any library on Irish literature. If you like this book,
write a review!
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Mental Floss: The Curious Reader Erin McCarthy,
Mental Floss, 2021-05-25 With sumptuous, visually stimulating spreads, this book delivers on its
promise– to unearth strange stories, bizarre facts, or unexpected details about the books on our
shelves. Good for curious readers, whether they want to delve into authors and books they love, feel
competent faking knowledge about books everyone else seems to have read, or just dip into and out
of literary worlds – Library Journal Readers rejoice! From Mental Floss, an online destination for
more than a billion curious minds since its founding in 2001, comes the ultimate book for lovers of
literature. From Americanah to War and Peace, from Chinua Achebe and Jane Austen to Jesmyn
Ward and George R.R. Martin, learn surprising facts about the world’s most famous novels and
novelists. The Curious Reader will delight bookworms everywhere. This literary compendium from
Mental Floss reveals fascinating facts about the world’s most famous authors and their literary
works. Readers will learn about George Orwell’s near-death experience during the writing of 1984;
meet the real man who may have inspired Pride and Prejudice’s Mr. Darcy; discover which famous
author kept her husband’s heart after he passed away; and learn about the influence of psychedelics
on Dune. The Curious Reader also contains the most-loved book-related articles from 20 years of
Mental Floss, including “Cat-Loving Writers,” “Famous Authors’ Unfinished Manuscripts,” “Literary



Characters Based on Real People,” and “Books You Didn’t Know Were Self-Published.” This literary
miscellany is certain to inspire book lovers, aspiring writers, students, and teachers alike to discover
a diverse selection of curated literary works—leading to an expansion of their library!
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: The Routledge Companion to Theatre-Fiction Graham
Wolfe, 2023-11-14 Novelists have long been attracted to theatre. Some have pursued success on the
stage, but many have sought to combine these worlds, entering theatre through their fiction, setting
stages on their novels’ pages, and casting actors, directors, and playwrights as their protagonists.
The Routledge Companion to Theatre-Fiction has convened an international community of scholars
to explore the remarkable array of novelists from many eras and parts of the world who have created
fiction from the stuff of theatre, asking what happens to theatre on the pages of novels, and what
happens to novels when they collaborate with theatre. From J. W. Goethe to Louisa May Alcott,
Mikhail Bulgakov, Virginia Woolf, and Margaret Atwood, some of history’s most influential novelists
have written theatre-fiction, and this Companion discusses many of these figures from new angles.
But it also spotlights writers who have received less critical attention, such as Dorothy Leighton,
Agustín de Rojas Villandrando, Ronald Firbank, Syed Mustafa Siraj, Li Yu, and Vicente Blasco
Ibañez, bringing their work into conversation with a vital field. A valuable resource for students,
scholars, and admirers of both theatre and novels, The Routledge Companion to Theatre-Fiction
offers a wealth of new perspectives on topics of increasing critical concern, including intermediality,
theatricality, antitheatricality, mimesis, diegesis, and performativity.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Visions and Revisions Roger Kojecký, Andrew Tate,
2013-09-05 Literary texts are more or less obliged to make reference to entities beyond themselves.
Drawing on other texts, ideas previously written, or on the resources of language, they make their
attempts to communicate, entertain, and enlist sympathy, or even to offer counsel. Some texts
profess an a priori vision, others adopt a style of reporting only contingencies. A dialogic relation
can be posited between the ideal and the real, heaven and earth, imagination and reason, langue
and parole, essence and substance, poetry and prose. The poetic and creative impulse is engaged
with an ever present need to purify the dialect of the tribe. The topics in Visions and Revisions
reflect writers’ labours with form at whatever distance from the original sources of inspiration. The
authors discussed include William Blake, Marilynne Robinson, Salman Rushdie, William Golding,
John Irving, David Lodge, Sara Maitland and Hilary Mantel. Verbal by definition, texts make use of
other texts and are dependent on the cultural matrix. Readers are also writers in one kind or
another. In both modes they may gain impetus or inspiration by re-visioning their origins as well as
their ends. This book will offer readers new ways to understand the literary creations of some
writers with affinities to the Western spiritual, and specifically Christian, tradition.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: John Irving Harold Bloom, 2001 A collection of eleven
chronologically arranged pieces of literary criticism on the works of twentieth-century American
author John Irving, with a chronology and secondary bibliography; essays cover the novels, The
World According to Garp, The Hotel New Hampshire, The 158-Pound Marriage, A Prayer for Owen
Meany, and The Cider House Rules.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Contemporary Fiction and Christianity Andrew Tate,
2010-10-12 >
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Fictive Fathers in the Contemporary American Novel
Debra Shostak, 2020-02-20 Fictive Fathers in the Contemporary American Novel explores the
unstable construction of heteronormative white masculinity in the contemporary United States by
focusing on relationships between fathers and their children. Debra Shostak reads the novels of 18
North American writers publishing in the late 20th and early 21st centuries as allegories of cultural
conflict and change within the nuclear family; the authors considered include Paul Auster, Don
DeLillo, Jeffrey Eugenides, Jonathan Safran Foer, Jonathan Franzen, John Irving, Jonathan Lethem,
Carole Maso, Bobbie Ann Mason, Cormac McCarthy, Claire Messud, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Tim
O'Brien, Marilynne Robinson, Philip Roth, Mona Simpson, Jane Smiley, and Anne Tyler. These
novelists portray father figures who, often literally or figuratively absent from the family scene,



disrupt the familial order and their family members' identities. Shostak's close readings illuminate
unexpectedly conservative, even subversive, ideological positions at the heart of these fictions.
Fictive Fathers traces the eroding myth of paternal authority that sustained a patriarchal model
within real American families and their literary representations.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Great Writers on the Art of Fiction James Daley,
2012-12-19 An indispensable source of advice and inspiration, this anthology features essays by
Henry James, Kate Chopin, Willa Cather, Sinclair Lewis, Jack London, Raymond Chandler, Raymond
Carver, Eudora Welty, and Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.
  a prayer for owen meany a novel: Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction Geoff Hamilton,
Brian Jones, 2015-04-22 Provides information on American authors and their works who have been
ignored by most literary guides.
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