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Example of a Precis Writing: How to Summarize Effectively and Clearly

example of a precis writing often serves as a perfect introduction for anyone looking to master the
art of condensing information. Whether you're a student, a professional writer, or just someone
interested in improving communication skills, understanding how to write a precis is invaluable. It’s
more than just summarizing; it’s about capturing the essence of a longer piece in a clear, concise,
and coherent way. In this article, we’ll explore what precis writing entails, why it’s important, and
walk through examples to help you sharpen your skills.

What Is Precis Writing?

Precis writing is a skill that involves distilling a lengthy passage or article into a brief summary that
reflects the core ideas and main points. Unlike a simple summary, a precis is more structured and
aims to preserve the tone and intent of the original text without adding personal opinions or
interpretations.

The Purpose Behind Writing a Precis

The main goal of precis writing is to present the original text’s key ideas in a shortened form,
maintaining clarity and coherence. This skill is widely used in academics, business communications,
and journalism, where succinctness is essential. When you write a precis, you help readers quickly
grasp the main message without wading through unnecessary details.

Key Features of a Good Precis

Before diving into examples, it’s helpful to understand what makes a precis effective. Here are some
essential characteristics that define quality precis writing:

e Conciseness: The precis should be significantly shorter than the original text, typically about
one-third or less.

e Clarity: The main ideas should be clear and easy to understand, avoiding ambiguity or
complex jargon.

¢ Objectivity: The writer should avoid personal opinions or interpretations, sticking strictly to
the author's points.

¢ Coherence: The summary should flow logically, maintaining the structure and progression of
ideas.



e Accuracy: All major points and facts must be accurately represented to reflect the original
meaning.

Example of a Precis Writing: Step-by-Step

Let’s break down an example to see how these principles come into play.

Original Passage

“Climate change is one of the most pressing issues facing humanity today. Rising global
temperatures have led to more frequent extreme weather events, loss of biodiversity, and significant
impacts on agriculture. Governments worldwide are urged to adopt sustainable practices, reduce
carbon emissions, and invest in renewable energy sources to mitigate these effects. Failure to act
promptly could have devastating consequences for future generations.”

Precis Example

Climate change poses a critical threat due to rising temperatures causing extreme weather,
biodiversity loss, and agricultural challenges. To address this, governments must implement
sustainable policies, cut carbon emissions, and promote renewable energy to prevent dire future
outcomes.

Analysis of the Precis

Notice how the precis condenses the original paragraph from 68 words to just 38, nearly half the
length. It retains all key ideas: the problem (climate change and its effects), the call to action
(government policies), and the consequences of inaction. The tone remains neutral and factual,
demonstrating objectivity.

Tips for Writing Your Own Precis

If you want to improve your precis writing skills, here are some practical tips that can help:

1. Read the original text carefully: Understanding the material fully is crucial before
attempting to condense it.

2. Identify the main points: Highlight or note down key ideas, facts, and arguments.



3. Avoid unnecessary details: Exclude examples, anecdotes, and minor explanations that don’t
contribute directly to the core message.

4. Use your own words: Paraphrase wherever possible to avoid plagiarism and demonstrate
comprehension.

5. Keep it brief but complete: Ensure no vital information is lost despite the shortened length.

6. Maintain the original tone: Be careful not to insert personal bias or change the author’s
intent.

7. Proofread: Check for grammatical errors and clarity before finalizing your precis.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Precis Writing

Even experienced writers sometimes struggle with precis writing. Being aware of typical errors can
save you time and improve the accuracy of your summary.

Over-Inclusion of Details

A precis isn’t a paraphrase of the entire text. Including too much detail defeats the purpose of
brevity and overwhelms the reader.

Adding Personal Opinions

Remember, a precis must be objective. Avoid inserting your interpretations or judgments, which can
distort the original message.

Poor Organization

A precis should follow the logical flow of the original passage. Disorganized summaries can confuse
readers and obscure key points.

Why Practicing Precis Writing Is Beneficial

Mastering precis writing is not just an academic exercise; it’s a skill that enhances overall
communication. It trains you to identify crucial information quickly, express ideas succinctly, and
improve reading comprehension. In professional settings, the ability to create clear and concise
reports or briefs is highly valued.



Moreover, precis writing encourages critical thinking. You learn how to discern between primary
and secondary information, which is essential in research, content creation, and decision-making
processes.

More Examples to Learn From

To deepen your understanding, try practicing with different types of texts such as:

e Scientific articles
e News reports
e Literary passages

e Historical documents

Each genre presents unique challenges and helps develop versatility in summarization.

Example: Precis of a News Report

Original: “The city council has approved a new plan to expand public transportation. The project
includes adding more bus routes, upgrading train stations, and investing in eco-friendly vehicles.
Officials estimate the improvements will reduce traffic congestion and lower pollution levels
significantly over the next five years.”

Precis: The city council approved a public transportation expansion plan involving additional bus
routes, station upgrades, and eco-friendly vehicles, aiming to decrease traffic and pollution within
five years.

This example shows how you can condense informative content efficiently while preserving the
message’s clarity.

Understanding an example of a precis writing is an excellent way to grasp the nuances of
summarization. With consistent practice, you'll find it easier to capture the heart of any text,
communicate effectively, and enhance your writing skills in both academic and professional realms.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is an example of precis writing?

An example of precis writing is summarizing a long article about climate change into a concise
paragraph that highlights the main points such as causes, effects, and possible solutions.

How do you write a precis for a given passage?

To write a precis, read the passage carefully, identify the main ideas, omit examples and details, and
rewrite the core message in your own words, keeping it brief and clear.

Can you provide a sample precis of a short story?

Yes. For example, a precis of 'The Tortoise and the Hare' might be: The story teaches that slow and
steady effort leads to success, as the tortoise wins a race against the overconfident hare by being
persistent.

What is the length of a typical precis?

A typical precis is about one-third or one-fourth the length of the original passage, focusing only on
the essential points without any personal opinions or examples.

Why is precis writing important?

Precis writing is important because it helps develop skills in comprehension, summarization, and
clear expression, allowing one to convey essential information quickly and effectively.

How does an example precis differ from a summary?

An example precis is a concise restatement of the original text's main ideas in a structured, formal
way, whereas a summary may be more general and less structured, sometimes including personal
interpretation.

What are common mistakes to avoid in precis writing?

Common mistakes include adding personal opinions, including unnecessary details, changing the
original meaning, and failing to maintain the original tone and sequence of ideas.

Can you show an example precis of a news article?

Certainly. For a news article about a new technology launch, a precis might state: The company
introduced an innovative device that improves energy efficiency and aims to reduce environmental
impact, targeting both consumers and industries.

How to ensure accuracy in precis writing?

To ensure accuracy, read the original text multiple times, highlight key points, avoid adding personal
views, use your own words, and compare your precis with the original to confirm that the meaning is
preserved.



Additional Resources

Example of a Precis Writing: A Detailed Exploration and Practical Guide

example of a precis writing serves as an essential tool in academic, professional, and even
everyday contexts where concise and clear communication is paramount. Precis writing is the art of
distilling a lengthy passage into a brief summary without losing the original meaning, tone, or
critical points. It requires a keen understanding of the text and the ability to express complex ideas
succinctly. As information overload becomes increasingly common, mastering precis writing is a
valuable skill for students, researchers, and professionals alike.

This article delves into what constitutes a high-quality precis, explores practical examples of precis
writing, and examines the nuances that differentiate a good precis from a mere summary. Alongside,

it integrates relevant SEO keywords such as "writing techniques," "summary skills," "concise
writing," and "effective communication," ensuring a comprehensive and reader-friendly analysis.

Understanding Precis Writing: Definition and Purpose

Precis writing is not simply summarizing or paraphrasing; it is a concise restatement of the main
ideas of a passage, preserving the essence and tone without personal opinions or extraneous detail.
Unlike an abstract or a synopsis, a precis is crafted with precision, often reducing the original text to
about one-third or one-quarter of its length.

In professional settings, precis writing aids in efficient communication by condensing reports,
articles, or proposals into digestible formats. Academically, it hones critical reading and analytical

skills, enabling students to grasp and convey core concepts. This dual utility underlines why
understanding the features and structure of a precis is critical.

Key Features of an Effective Precis

An effective precis must exhibit several core characteristics:

e Clarity: The language should be straightforward and understandable.

¢ Conciseness: Every word counts; avoid redundancy or filler words.

e Accuracy: Faithfully represent the original ideas without distortion.

¢ Coherence: The precis should flow logically and maintain the original organization.

¢ Objectivity: The writer’s opinion or interpretation should be excluded.

These features ensure that the precis serves its purpose as a precise and unbiased condensation of
the source material.



Example of a Precis Writing: Practical Illustration

To grasp the application of precis writing, consider the following passage excerpt and its
corresponding precis.

Original Passage:

“Climate change represents one of the most significant global challenges of the 21st century. Rising
temperatures have led to an increase in extreme weather events, including hurricanes, droughts,
and floods, which threaten ecosystems, economies, and communities worldwide. Governments and
organizations are called upon to implement sustainable policies and invest in renewable energy to
mitigate these impacts. Failure to act decisively could result in irreversible damage to the planet’s
biodiversity and human livelihoods.”

Corresponding Precis:

Climate change poses a major global threat, causing extreme weather events that endanger
ecosystems, economies, and communities. To prevent irreversible harm to biodiversity and

livelihoods, governments must adopt sustainable policies and promote renewable energy.

This example of a precis writing highlights how the main ideas are preserved while significantly
reducing the word count and eliminating non-essential details.

Step-by-Step Breakdown of the Precis Writing Process

Understanding how to craft such a precis involves several deliberate steps:

1. Read the original passage carefully: Comprehend the central theme and supporting points.

N

. Identify main ideas: Distinguish between essential information and supplementary details.

w

. Write in your own words: Avoid copying phrases verbatim to ensure originality and clarity.
4. Condense content: Aim for brevity, focusing on the core message.

5. Review and revise: Check for coherence, accuracy, and elimination of personal bias.

These steps form the backbone of effective precis writing and enhance skills such as critical thinking
and synthesis.

Comparing Precis Writing to Other Summary Forms

While precis writing shares similarities with summaries, abstracts, and paraphrases, it is



distinguished by its unique focus on precision and brevity without losing the author’s intent.

Precis vs. Summary

A summary is generally broader and may include the author’s tone but can sometimes be more
descriptive. Precis writing, however, demands strict condensation and objectivity.

Precis vs. Abstract

Abstracts are common in research papers and often include results and conclusions, whereas a
precis strictly condenses the main argument or narrative without additional interpretation.

Precis vs. Paraphrase

Paraphrasing involves rewording a passage roughly the same length as the original, while precis
writing reduces length significantly while maintaining meaning.

Understanding these distinctions is crucial for professionals and students who must select the
appropriate form of writing for their purpose.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Precis Writing

Despite its apparent simplicity, precis writing poses several challenges:
e Maintaining Objectivity: Writers often inadvertently insert opinions. Solution: Focus strictly
on the author's ideas.

e Eliminating Redundancy: Original texts may be repetitive. Solution: Identify and omit
repeated points.

e Balancing Brevity and Completeness: Risk of omitting vital information. Solution: Prioritize
key points that support the main argument.

e Preserving Original Tone: Tone alteration can misrepresent the text. Solution: Use neutral
language that reflects the source’s style.

Addressing these challenges strengthens the quality of the precis and enhances communication
effectiveness.



Applications and Benefits of Precis Writing Skills

Mastering precis writing offers multiple advantages across different fields:

e Academic Excellence: Students improve comprehension, critical analysis, and writing skills.
e Professional Efficiency: Employees can summarize reports, emails, and research succinctly.
 Enhanced Reading SKkills: Encourages active reading and better retention.

e Effective Communication: Facilitates clear and concise information sharing.

Whether drafting executive summaries or preparing for examinations, the ability to write a well-
crafted precis is invaluable.

In essence, an example of a precis writing not only serves as a practical demonstration but also as a
guidepost for developing this essential skill. By dissecting the components and methodologies
behind effective precis, one gains deeper insight into concise communication. As the demand for
clarity and brevity in writing grows, embracing precis writing techniques becomes increasingly
relevant for professionals and learners striving for excellence in expression.
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example of a precis writing: Précis Writing Eric Partridge, 2015-04-17 First published in
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power. And, with the competition becoming stiffer each passing day, the ability to communicate
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flooded the market to capitalize on this frantic effort of the younger generation to become adept in
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of the major aims of this text is to enable students to acquire proficiency in the English language.
Divided into five parts and 19 chapters, the text deals with the four essential ingredients of
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relevant to students at the intermediate and first-year degree levels. The book is designed to help
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and new skills such as writing e-mail messages, memorandums and résumés, which are demanded of
students today, have been introduced. There are well-explained models to illustrate different forms
of writing as well as a large number of revised, contextualised exercises that provide students with
sufficient opportunity for practice. Also included in the book are brief notes in shaded boxes on
topics like bias-free writing and the use of parallel structure in composition, which would be of value
to students aiming to improve their writing skills in English. Finally, the chapters in the new edition
have been reorganised to lead students slowly from simple writing skills to more complex ones, and
the book concludes with a unit that shows how graphics can be used effectively to supplement
writing.
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covers the syllabi of B. Tech, BE, B.Com, M.Com, BBA, MBA, hospitality, B. Pharma, nursing,
physiotherapy, and other courses. It integrates learning modules for spoken and written skills in
English to give the readers an edge in their careers. Focusing on the requirements of professionals
and students, this book equips them to effectively communicate and present themselves at their
workplace and other interactive spheres.
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Speech, 7. Articles, 8. Prepositions, 9. Active and Passive Voice, 10. Verbs : Modals, 11.
Transformation of Sentences UNIT - IV 12. Common Mistakes in English, UNIT - V 13. Report
Writing, 14. Letter Writing, UNIT - VI 15. Comprehension, 16. Precis Writing, 17. Paragraph Writing.
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Effective Technical Communication is designed to serve as a practical guide and useful resource for
scientists, engineers, and researchers. It addresses the need of practitioners engaged in the
exchange of technical information to effectively share their ideas with, and make an impact on, their
peers.The book provides guidelines, technical conventions, and graphical and visual aids for
communicating effectively. It discusses the use of scientific vocabulary and various forms of writing,
starting from simple forms such as paragraph and précis writing to more advanced forms such as
scientific and engineering reports and papers. Written in an easy-to-understand style, the text is
supported with numerous illustrative examples. The correct use of language, the dos and don'ts of
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What type of DNS record is needed to make a subdomain? I'm making a website, and I need a
sub-domain. I need to add the new part to my website, but I don't know which type of DNS record to
add in the DNS console to point to this new site. Is it A

My Guide To Writing A Killer Cover Letter : r/jobs - Reddit Here’s an example for my latest
role. Notice how I try to use as many of the same words as the job description: For now, just put
down the qualifications without any regard for

Where does email sent to *@ go? [closed] Where does email sent to *@example.com go? If I
accidentally sent sensitive information to *@example.com would some evil person (potentially at the
IANA) be able to

What's the difference between and ? Technically example.com and www.example.com are
different domain names. One could have 2 completly different websites on them (although that's
quite bad practice)

domain name - vs - Server Fault Possible Duplicate: to www or not to www Consider a website at
www.example.com When the URL is entered manually into Firefox's address bar as example.com ,
the browser

How do you create a Gmail in the format name@, but How do you create a Gmail in the format
name@example.com, but for personal use, not for a business. As the title says, I'd like to use one of
my domains I use to create my own personal
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