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Salvation Army Conversion Therapy: Understanding the Controversy and Impact

salvation army conversion therapy is a phrase that has sparked significant
debate, concern, and scrutiny over the past few decades. It refers to alleged
or reported practices linked to The Salvation Army, a global charitable
organization, where conversion therapy—attempts to change an individual's
sexual orientation or gender identity—is said to have been endorsed or
practiced. These claims have led to widespread discussions about the ethics,
legality, and human rights implications of conversion therapy, especially
when associated with prominent organizations like The Salvation Army.

In this article, we will explore the origins and nature of conversion
therapy, the specific controversies surrounding The Salvation Army’s
involvement, the broader societal impact, and the ongoing efforts to address
and prevent such practices. By diving into this complex subject, we aim to
provide clarity and insight into why salvation army conversion therapy
remains a significant topic in conversations about LGBTQ+ rights and mental
health.

What Is Conversion Therapy?

Conversion therapy, also known as “reparative therapy,” refers to a set of
practices aimed at changing an individual's sexual orientation from
homosexual or bisexual to heterosexual, or altering a person's gender
identity to align with the sex assigned at birth. These methods can include
counseling, behavioral modification, spiritual interventions, and sometimes
more extreme or harmful tactics.

Medical and psychological communities worldwide have condemned conversion
therapy due to its ineffectiveness and potential to cause significant
psychological harm. Major organizations such as the American Psychological
Association and the World Health Organization classify these practices as
unethical and damaging.

The Roots of Conversion Therapy

Historically, conversion therapy emerged from societal stigmas and
misunderstandings about LGBTQ+ identities. It was often supported by
religious groups that viewed non-heteronormative orientations as sinful or
pathological. Over time, conversion therapy has been widely discredited, yet
it still persists in some religious and cultural contexts.



The Salvation Army and Allegations of
Conversion Therapy

The Salvation Army is a Christian-based charitable organization known for its
social services, including homeless shelters, addiction recovery programs,
and disaster relief. However, the organization has faced criticism and
allegations related to conversion therapy, particularly in some of its
programs and counseling practices.

Historical Context and Reports

There have been reports and testimonies from individuals who claim that in
certain Salvation Army facilities, particularly in past decades, they were
subjected to or encouraged to undergo conversion therapy-like treatments.
These accounts often describe pressure to suppress LGBTQ+ identities or
participate in counseling aimed at changing their sexual orientation.

It is important to note that The Salvation Army has publicly denied
officially endorsing conversion therapy. However, critics argue that the
organization's conservative religious stance has sometimes translated into
implicit support for such practices in local centers or among staff members.

Public Backlash and Organizational Response

As awareness of the harmful effects of conversion therapy has grown, The
Salvation Army has faced increasing public scrutiny. LGBTQ+ advocacy groups
have called for the organization to explicitly denounce conversion therapy
and ensure that its programs are inclusive and affirming.

In response, The Salvation Army has made statements emphasizing their
commitment to serving all individuals with respect and dignity, regardless of
sexual orientation or gender identity. Some branches have updated their
policies to discourage discriminatory practices and promote inclusivity,
though critics continue to urge for more transparent action.

The Impact of Conversion Therapy on Survivors

Understanding the fallout from conversion therapy is crucial to grasping why
the topic of salvation army conversion therapy generates such strong emotions
and activism.



Psychological and Emotional Consequences

Survivors of conversion therapy often report enduring trauma, including
depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and feelings of
shame or self-loathing. The attempts to “change” their identity can cause
deep internal conflict, leading to long-lasting damage to mental well-being.

Many individuals recount experiences of isolation, rejection from family or
community, and loss of self-esteem. These psychological scars underscore the
importance of condemning and preventing conversion therapy practices wherever
they occur.

Why Inclusivity in Charitable Organizations Matters

Charitable organizations like The Salvation Army play a pivotal role in
supporting vulnerable populations. When such entities fail to provide safe,
affirming environments for LGBTQ+ individuals, they risk exacerbating
marginalization and trauma.

Promoting inclusivity means not only refraining from harmful practices like
conversion therapy but actively creating spaces where people of all
identities feel accepted and supported. This cultural shift is essential for
the well-being of clients and the integrity of the organizations themselves.

Legal Landscape Surrounding Conversion Therapy

Globally, there is a growing movement to ban conversion therapy due to its
recognized harms. Various countries, states, and municipalities have enacted
legislation prohibiting these practices, particularly for minors.

Legislative Actions and Challenges

In regions where conversion therapy is banned, enforcement can be difficult,
especially when practices occur covertly or under the guise of religious
counseling. The Salvation Army, as a faith-based organization, sometimes
finds itself at the intersection of these legal and religious freedoms
debates.

Nevertheless, the trend toward outlawing conversion therapy reflects a
broader societal consensus that such practices are both unethical and
damaging. Advocacy continues to push for comprehensive bans and greater
protections for vulnerable populations.



Implications for The Salvation Army

Legal scrutiny has pressured The Salvation Army to clarify its stance and
policies regarding conversion therapy. Ensuring compliance with laws banning
these practices is critical for maintaining public trust and funding.

Moreover, embracing affirming approaches aligns with global human rights
standards and helps The Salvation Army continue its mission of compassionate
service without causing unintentional harm.

Moving Forward: Healing and Advocacy

While controversies around salvation army conversion therapy highlight past
and present challenges, there is hope in the ongoing efforts toward healing,
education, and reform.

Support for Survivors

Numerous organizations and support groups are dedicated to helping survivors
of conversion therapy recover from their experiences. These services often
include counseling, peer support, and educational resources aimed at
rebuilding self-acceptance and resilience.

Encouraging open dialogue and sharing survivor stories can foster
understanding and reduce stigma, promoting a more compassionate society for
LGBTQ+ individuals.

Promoting Affirmative Practices

The Salvation Army and similar organizations are increasingly recognizing the
importance of adopting affirmative approaches to LGBTQ+ individuals. This
involves training staff to be sensitive and supportive, revising policies to
prevent discrimination, and engaging with LGBTQ+ communities to build trust.

Such steps not only prevent the perpetuation of harmful practices but also
enhance the effectiveness and reach of charitable programs.

Educational Outreach and Awareness

Raising awareness about the realities of conversion therapy and its
consequences is vital. Educational campaigns targeting both the public and
institutional leadership can help dismantle myths and foster empathy.



By highlighting stories of transformation through acceptance rather than
coercion, society can move towards a more inclusive future where no one feels
pressured to change their authentic self.

The discussion around salvation army conversion therapy serves as a powerful
reminder of the ongoing struggle for LGBTQ+ rights and dignity within various
social institutions. It encourages reflection on how organizations can evolve
to better serve all individuals with compassion and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Salvation Army's stance on conversion
therapy?
The Salvation Army has publicly stated that it does not support or offer
conversion therapy services, emphasizing respect and dignity for all
individuals regardless of sexual orientation.

Has the Salvation Army been involved in conversion
therapy practices?
Historically, some Salvation Army-affiliated groups have faced criticism for
associations with conversion therapy; however, the organization has since
distanced itself from such practices and promotes inclusive support programs.

What controversies have surrounded the Salvation
Army and conversion therapy?
The Salvation Army has been criticized by LGBTQ+ advocates for past ties to
conversion therapy or anti-LGBTQ+ policies, leading to calls for reform and
increased transparency within the organization.

Does the Salvation Army currently provide any
services related to conversion therapy?
No, the Salvation Army currently does not provide or endorse conversion
therapy services and focuses on offering support without discrimination based
on sexual orientation or gender identity.

How has the Salvation Army responded to criticisms
about conversion therapy?
The Salvation Army has issued statements condemning conversion therapy and
reaffirmed its commitment to inclusivity, diversity, and providing non-
judgmental support to all individuals.



Are there any official Salvation Army programs aimed
at LGBTQ+ support?
Yes, many Salvation Army centers have developed programs and partnerships
aimed at supporting LGBTQ+ individuals, focusing on shelter, counseling, and
community services without discrimination.

What impact did reports of conversion therapy have
on the Salvation Army's reputation?
Reports linking the Salvation Army to conversion therapy practices negatively
affected its reputation among LGBTQ+ communities and allies, prompting the
organization to take steps toward inclusivity and policy reform.

How can individuals report concerns about conversion
therapy within the Salvation Army?
Individuals can report concerns by contacting the Salvation Army's official
helpline or local offices, as well as through relevant human rights or health
regulatory bodies that oversee conversion therapy practices.

Is conversion therapy legal in jurisdictions where
the Salvation Army operates?
The legality of conversion therapy varies by jurisdiction; in many places
where the Salvation Army operates, conversion therapy has been banned or
heavily restricted, aligning with the organization's current stance against
such practices.

Additional Resources
Salvation Army Conversion Therapy: An Investigative Review

salvation army conversion therapy is a phrase that has emerged in public
discourse amid ongoing debates around the practices of the Salvation Army and
their historical and contemporary relationship with conversion therapy.
Conversion therapy, broadly defined, refers to a range of discredited and
often harmful attempts to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender
identity. The Salvation Army, a global Christian charitable organization, has
faced scrutiny and criticism regarding alleged support or involvement in such
practices. This article delves into the complexities surrounding the
Salvation Army’s stance on conversion therapy, explores the historical
context, examines current policies, and analyzes the broader implications for
LGBTQ+ communities and social services.



Understanding Conversion Therapy and Its
Controversies

Conversion therapy encompasses various psychological, spiritual, or physical
interventions aimed at altering a person’s sexual orientation from homosexual
or bisexual to heterosexual, or changing gender identity to align with birth
sex. These methods have been widely discredited by major health organizations
such as the American Psychological Association, the World Health
Organization, and others due to their ineffectiveness and potential to cause
significant emotional and psychological harm.

The practice remains illegal or heavily restricted in many countries, but it
persists in some religious and cultural contexts. The controversy often
centers around the tension between religious freedom and the protection of
vulnerable populations from abusive practices. In this framework,
organizations like the Salvation Army have been both criticized and defended,
reflecting a complex narrative.

Historical Context: The Salvation Army and
LGBTQ+ Issues

Founded in the 19th century, the Salvation Army has long been known for its
evangelical Christian mission combined with extensive social welfare
programs. However, its conservative theological foundations have historically
shaped its stance on sexuality and gender. In the past, this has led to
allegations that the organization either condoned or indirectly supported
conversion therapy practices, especially in its shelters and youth services.

For example, in the early 2000s and prior, some LGBTQ+ advocacy groups
accused certain Salvation Army facilities of promoting heteronormative values
to the exclusion or detriment of non-heterosexual clients. There were reports
of counseling approaches that aligned with conversion therapy principles,
either through direct attempts to change sexual orientation or the omission
of affirming care.

However, it is important to note that the Salvation Army operates as a
decentralized organization with varied policies and practices worldwide. Some
branches have actively worked to distance themselves from conversion therapy,
emphasizing inclusive support and affirming services for LGBTQ+ individuals.

Policy Changes and Public Statements

In response to mounting criticism and evolving societal norms, several
Salvation Army entities issued statements rejecting conversion therapy and
affirming their commitment to non-discriminatory care. For instance,



Salvation Army leadership in countries such as Canada, Australia, and the
United Kingdom have publicly condemned conversion therapy as harmful and
inconsistent with Christian compassion.

Despite these official positions, critics argue that remnants of conversion
therapy ideology may persist, especially at grassroots levels or within
certain programs. This discrepancy highlights the challenge of fully
eradicating such practices in large, faith-based organizations with diverse
personnel and cultural contexts.

Current Practices and the Salvation Army’s
Social Services

The Salvation Army is a major provider of social services worldwide,
including homeless shelters, addiction treatment centers, and youth outreach
programs. These services often intersect with vulnerable populations,
including LGBTQ+ individuals who face disproportionate risks of homelessness,
discrimination, and mental health challenges.

In this context, the approach the Salvation Army takes regarding sexual
orientation and gender identity is crucial. Many branches have adopted
inclusive policies aimed at providing safe and affirming environments.
Training programs increasingly emphasize cultural competency and sensitivity
toward LGBTQ+ clients.

However, some reports indicate that challenges remain. Critics point to
instances where LGBTQ+ individuals have felt unwelcome or pressured to
conform to heteronormative standards. The balance between religious doctrine
and inclusive social care continues to be a source of tension.

Comparative Analysis: Salvation Army vs. Other
Faith-Based Organizations

When examining the role of the Salvation Army in relation to conversion
therapy, it is instructive to compare its policies with those of other
religious organizations. Some faith-based groups openly advocate for
conversion therapy, while others have unequivocally renounced the practice.

The Salvation Army’s position often appears more moderate or evolving. Unlike
more conservative denominations that endorse reparative therapies, many
Salvation Army branches focus on harm reduction and pastoral care without
explicit attempts to change sexual orientation. This places the organization
somewhere on the spectrum between outright opposition and tacit acceptance of
conversion therapy, depending on geographic and cultural context.



The Impact on LGBTQ+ Communities

The legacy and current practices of the Salvation Army regarding conversion
therapy have tangible effects on LGBTQ+ individuals seeking help and shelter.
Survivors of conversion therapy report psychological trauma, including
depression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation. When these experiences are tied
to trusted social service providers, the impact is compounded.

Moreover, the perception of the Salvation Army within LGBTQ+ communities can
influence whether individuals access critical services, such as emergency
housing or addiction programs. Fear of discrimination or covert conversion
therapy practices may deter some from seeking assistance, exacerbating
vulnerabilities.

Efforts to build trust involve transparency, policy reform, and active
engagement with LGBTQ+ advocacy groups. Some Salvation Army branches have
partnered with community organizations to improve inclusivity and ensure that
conversion therapy is not part of their service model.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

In jurisdictions where conversion therapy is banned, the Salvation Army must
ensure compliance with legal standards. Failure to do so risks litigation,
loss of funding, and damage to reputation. Ethically, the organization faces
the imperative to reconcile its religious beliefs with the obligation to
protect the dignity and rights of all clients.

This challenge is emblematic of broader debates in faith-based social work,
where religious identity and professional ethics sometimes collide. The
Salvation Army’s ongoing efforts to clarify its position and train staff
reflect a commitment to navigating these complex waters.

Looking Forward: The Future of Salvation Army
Conversion Therapy Discourse

As awareness of the harms of conversion therapy grows, pressure on
organizations like the Salvation Army to maintain clear, affirming policies
will likely intensify. Greater transparency about past practices and current
safeguards can help rebuild trust. Additionally, incorporating LGBTQ+ voices
in program design and evaluation may foster more inclusive environments.

The Salvation Army’s global reach means that change will not be uniform;
regional differences in culture, law, and theology will influence the pace
and nature of reform. Nonetheless, the trajectory appears to be moving toward
stronger repudiation of conversion therapy and enhanced support for LGBTQ+



individuals.

In this evolving landscape, critical media scrutiny and advocacy remain
essential to ensuring that charitable organizations live up to their missions
without perpetuating harm. The dialogue around salvation army conversion
therapy serves as a microcosm of broader societal struggles to balance faith,
freedom, and human rights in social care contexts.
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expensive ($10 billion a year) and almost utterly ineffective. Despite treating tens of millions of
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revitalize democracy. How can the rights of minorities be protected in democracies? The question
has been front and center in the US since the Supreme Court’s repeal of affirmative action. In
Europe too, minority politics are being challenged. Reactionary groups abuse the notion of minority
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relationally. How one person is governed has a direct impact on how another is. Legal provisions
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Holy Spirit.
  salvation army conversion therapy: Pharmacology and Treatment of Substance Abuse
Lee M. Cohen, Frank L. Collins, Jr., Alice Young, Dennis E. McChargue, Thad R. Leffingwell, Katrina
L. Cook, 2013-03-01 Given the prevalence of substance abuse in general clinical populations, it is
important for healthcare providers to have knowledge and skill in the treatment of these problems.
Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) involves the integration of the best evidence with clinical expertise
and patient values. This text is designed as a bridge for practitioners that will provide up-to-date
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circumscribed that it could be easily mastered in a few months of study. A mere half-dozen books (by
Wolpe, Lazarus, Eysenck, Ullmann, and Krasner) more-or-Iess comprised the behavioral library in
the mid- 1960s. Semirial works by Ayllon and Azrin, Bandura, Franks, and Kanfer in 1968 and 1969
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He has devoted 18 years to investigating, researching, analyzing, and disseminating the facts about
early A.A. origins, roots, history, principles, and practices. He has published 33 titles and more than
170 articles on the subject and frequently speaks within and outside the fellowship. He is the leading
A.A. early history scholar.
  salvation army conversion therapy: Treatment Aspects of Drug Dependence Arnold
Schecter, S. J. Mulé, 1978
  salvation army conversion therapy: Encyclopedia of Religious Controversies in the United
States Bill J. Leonard, Jill Y. Crainshaw, 2012-12-05 This book provides a thorough introduction to
historical and contemporary issues in American religion, tackling controversial hot-button topics
such as abortion, Intelligent Design, and Scientology. Surveying key aspects of the controversial
issues, persons, and religious groups of today, Encyclopedia of Religious Controversies in the United
States, Second Edition is a thorough update and expansion of the first edition of this book. This
two-volume work contains many new entries that reflect current 21st-century religious
controversies. Written by a variety of scholars with varying specializations, the content covers major
people, ideas, terms, institutions, groups, books, and events. The A–Z format allows for easy location
of materials, a chronology of developments and events enables readers to trace the development of
contentious topics over time, and a section of primary document excerpts gives readers further
perspective on the issues.
  salvation army conversion therapy: Edwards' Treatment of Drinking Problems Keith
Humphreys, Anne Lingford-Hughes, 2016-04-28 Presenting state-of-the-art, accessible reviews of the
expanding science of alcohol treatment, integrated with down to earth, practical guides to the
management of a wide range of clinical situations, this new edition is compassionate toward
patients, optimistic about treatment, and candid about the clinical and professional challenges
embedded in the treatment endeavour. The coverage updates the science that has occurred in the
half-decade since the last edition, most notably in the areas of neuroscience, neuroimaging and
pharmacotherapy, and includes expanded discussion of historical and public policy forces that have
shaped the alcohol treatment field. The book recognizes that drinking problems occur across all
social structures and cannot be neatly confined to the specialist addiction treatment sector. This text
is relevant to all those working to help those with a drinking problem, meeting the needs of general
medical practitioners, psychiatrists and other medical specialists, nurses, psychotherapists,
counselors, psychologists, alcohol support workers, social workers and occupational therapists,
amongst others.
  salvation army conversion therapy: A Pastoral Counseling Guidebook Charles F. Kemp, 1971
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نصائح و ارشادات مهمة للطلاب السعوديين لتفادي انقطاع رابط "منصة ورغم معرفة بعض الخطوات الخاصة
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