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Houston Astros Playoff History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Trials

Houston Astros playoff history is a compelling story of perseverance, growth, and eventual glory. From

their early years as an expansion team to becoming one of Major League Baseball’s most formidable

contenders, the Astros' postseason journey reflects both the highs and lows of competitive sports. For

fans and baseball enthusiasts alike, understanding the nuances of the Astros' playoff runs offers a

fascinating glimpse into how a franchise evolves and cements its legacy.

Early Years and Initial Playoff Appearances

The Houston Astros were established in 1962, and their early years were marked by the typical

struggles of a young franchise trying to find its footing. It wasn't until the late 1980s that the Astros

began to show signs of serious postseason potential. Their first playoff appearance came in 1980,

marking a significant milestone in the team’s history.

The 1980 Season: A Breakthrough

The 1980 Astros clinched the National League West division title, entering the playoffs with high

hopes. However, their journey was cut short in the National League Championship Series (NLCS) by

the Philadelphia Phillies. Though they fell short, this marked the beginning of the Astros’ emergence

as a competitive force in the postseason.



1986 and 1997 Playoff Runs

The Astros returned to the playoffs in 1986 and again in 1997, with both appearances highlighting the

team's resilience. In 1986, the Astros once again reached the NLCS but lost to the New York Mets,

who went on to win the World Series. The 1997 playoff run was notable for the Astros winning the NL

Central division title, though they were eliminated early in the postseason.

The Early 2000s: Building Momentum

After a quieter period during the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Astros began to build a team capable

of deeper playoff runs. This era was marked by the emergence of key players and strategic changes

that set the foundation for future success.

2004: Another Division Title

In 2004, the Astros won the NL Central division again, making it to the postseason and facing the

Atlanta Braves in the NL Division Series (NLDS). The Braves prevailed, but the Astros demonstrated

their growing competitiveness. This period also saw the development of players who would become

central to the franchise’s identity.

The Move to the American League and a New Chapter

A significant shift in Houston Astros playoff history came in 2013 when the team moved from the

National League to the American League. This transition brought new challenges and opportunities,

reshaping the team’s approach to the postseason.



Adapting to the American League

Switching leagues meant the Astros had to adjust to different styles of play and new rivalries. The

change was initially tough, but it eventually paid off as the team rebuilt with a focus on young talent

and analytics-driven strategies.

2015: Return to the Playoffs

By 2015, the Astros had re-emerged as a playoff contender, winning the AL West division. This

marked their first postseason appearance as an American League team. Although they were upset by

the Kansas City Royals in the ALDS, the experience was invaluable for the team’s growth.

The Golden Era: 2017 to Present

The most exciting and successful phase of Houston Astros playoff history began in 2017. This period

saw the Astros rise from playoff hopefuls to World Series champions, becoming one of baseball’s elite

teams.

2017: The First World Series Title

The 2017 season was historic for the Houston Astros. After dominating the regular season, they

advanced through the playoffs with determination and skill. The Astros faced the Los Angeles Dodgers

in a thrilling seven-game World Series and emerged victorious, capturing their first-ever championship.

This win was a defining moment in the franchise’s history, symbolizing years of hard work and

strategic planning.



Subsequent Playoff Appearances

Following their 2017 triumph, the Astros remained consistent postseason contenders. They made deep

playoff runs in 2018, 2019, and 2020, including another World Series appearance in 2019, where they

fell just short against the Washington Nationals. These years solidified the Astros as a powerhouse,

known for their explosive offense, strong pitching, and tactical acumen.

Key Players and Moments in Astros Playoff History

Any discussion of Houston Astros playoff history would be incomplete without highlighting the players

and moments that defined their postseason success.

Stars Who Shaped the Playoff Runs

- **Jose Altuve:** A cornerstone of the Astros’ success, Altuve’s hitting prowess and leadership have

been critical in multiple playoff campaigns. His clutch performances have often turned the tide in

Houston’s favor.

- **Carlos Correa:** Known for his defensive skills and timely hitting, Correa played a pivotal role in the

Astros’ deep playoff runs.

- **Justin Verlander:** Acquired before the 2017 season, Verlander’s dominant pitching was

instrumental in the Astros capturing their first World Series.

- **Dallas Keuchel:** Another ace whose performances in the postseason helped the Astros reach new

heights.

Memorable Playoff Moments

- The thrilling Game 7 win in the 2017 World Series.



- Jose Altuve’s walk-off home run in the 2015 AL Wild Card Game.

- The dramatic comeback wins during the 2019 ALCS against the Yankees.

Understanding the Astros’ Postseason Strategy

Houston Astros playoff history is not just about the players but also about the innovative strategies that

have defined their approach. The team’s embrace of advanced analytics, player development, and

adaptability has given them an edge.

Analytics and Modern Baseball

The Astros were among the first MLB teams to fully integrate analytics into their decision-making

processes. This data-driven approach helped optimize player performance, pitching matchups, and in-

game tactics, elevating their postseason effectiveness.

Player Development and Farm System

A strong minor league system has continuously fed talent into the Astros roster, ensuring a steady

stream of capable players ready to contribute in high-pressure playoff situations.

The Impact of Houston Astros Playoff History on the Franchise

and Fans

The Astros’ playoff history has profoundly influenced the team’s identity and its fan base. From the

early playoff heartbreaks to the ultimate championship glory, the journey has created an emotional



bond between the team and its supporters.

Building a Loyal Fanbase

Houston’s playoff successes have galvanized a passionate fanbase that fills Minute Maid Park with

energy and enthusiasm every postseason. The shared experience of thrilling victories and tough

losses has created a strong community spirit.

Legacy and Future Outlook

The Astros have established themselves as a model franchise for sustained success in the modern

MLB landscape. Their playoff history serves as a blueprint for other teams aspiring to rise through the

ranks while maintaining a competitive edge.

As the Houston Astros continue to write new chapters in their playoff story, fans and analysts alike

eagerly anticipate how this dynamic team will evolve. The blend of seasoned veterans and emerging

stars suggests that the Astros’ postseason adventures are far from over, promising exciting baseball

moments for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the Houston Astros make their first playoff appearance?

The Houston Astros made their first playoff appearance in 1980.

How many times have the Houston Astros reached the World Series?

The Houston Astros have reached the World Series four times: in 2005, 2017, 2019, and 2021.



Did the Houston Astros win their first World Series title?

Yes, the Houston Astros won their first World Series title in 2017.

What is notable about the Houston Astros' 2017 World Series

championship?

The 2017 championship was later marred by a sign-stealing scandal, which impacted the perception of

their victory.

How many playoff appearances have the Houston Astros made in the

21st century?

The Houston Astros have made more than ten playoff appearances since 2000, including multiple

consecutive appearances in recent years.

Who was the Astros' manager during their 2017 World Series win?

A.J. Hinch was the manager of the Houston Astros during their 2017 World Series championship run.

Additional Resources

Houston Astros Playoff History: A Detailed Examination of Triumphs and Trials

Houston Astros playoff history reflects a journey marked by evolution, resilience, and moments of both

triumph and controversy. Since their inception as an expansion team in 1962, the Astros have

navigated the complex landscape of Major League Baseball’s postseason with varying degrees of

success. This article delves into the franchise’s playoff appearances, key milestones, and the factors

shaping its legacy within the competitive environment of professional baseball.



Early Years and Initial Postseason Forays

The Houston Astros began as the Houston Colt .45s before adopting their current name in 1965, but it

wasn’t until the late 1980s that they made significant strides toward postseason relevance. The team’s

first playoff appearance came in 1980, marking a pivotal moment after nearly two decades of building

their roster and identity. That season, the Astros won the National League West division, propelled by

a strong pitching staff and emerging offensive talent.

However, the 1980 postseason ended quickly, with the Astros falling to the Philadelphia Phillies in the

National League Championship Series (NLCS). Despite this early exit, the appearance signaled the

beginning of a more competitive era. The Astros returned to the playoffs in 1981, a strike-shortened

season, and again faced the Los Angeles Dodgers in a tense NLCS. Though they were ultimately

unsuccessful, these early playoff runs laid the groundwork for future ambitions.

1990s Through Early 2000s: Struggles and Sporadic Success

The 1990s proved challenging for Houston, as the team experienced inconsistent performances and

limited postseason appearances. It was not until 1997 that the Astros reached the playoffs again,

winning the National League Central division. This marked a turning point, as Houston began to

cultivate a more competitive core, including players like Jeff Bagwell and Craig Biggio, whose tenure

would become synonymous with the franchise’s identity.

The late 1990s and early 2000s saw the Astros make multiple playoff appearances but often falter in

the early rounds. Their 2004 campaign stands out as a notable season; Houston captured the NL Wild

Card and advanced to the NLCS, only to be defeated by the St. Louis Cardinals. This period was

characterized by strong individual performances but an inability to consistently translate talent into

deep postseason runs.



Significance of the 2005 Postseason

In 2005, the Astros achieved a historic milestone by reaching the World Series for the first time in

franchise history. Clinching the National League pennant after a hard-fought victory over the Cardinals

in the NLCS, Houston’s pitching and timely hitting were instrumental. The World Series pitted them

against the Chicago White Sox, who ultimately swept the Astros in four games.

While the loss was disappointing, the 2005 season elevated the Astros' profile nationally and

highlighted their capacity to compete at the highest level. It also underscored the importance of

postseason experience, as Houston’s relative inexperience was often cited as a factor in their inability

to secure the championship.

The Rebuild and Ascendance: 2010s to Present

Following the 2005 high point, the Astros entered a phase of rebuilding, which included a significant

overhaul of their roster and farm system. This strategic pivot was marked by a focus on analytics,

player development, and scouting, positioning Houston among the most forward-thinking organizations

in baseball.

Return to the Playoffs and World Series Success

The Astros’ efforts bore fruit in the mid-2010s. After missing the playoffs for several seasons, they

returned to postseason contention in 2015, signaling a resurgence driven by young stars like Carlos

Correa, George Springer, and José Altuve. The 2015 Wild Card appearance was a prelude to deeper

runs, culminating in their remarkable 2017 season.

In 2017, Houston not only secured the American League West title but also advanced to the World

Series, where they defeated the Los Angeles Dodgers in a thrilling seven-game series to win their first-



ever World Series championship. This victory was a watershed moment, transforming the franchise’s

narrative from perennial underachievers to champions.

Controversy and Its Impact on Legacy

Despite the historic 2017 triumph, the Astros’ playoff history is inseparable from the sign-stealing

scandal that surfaced in 2019. Investigations revealed that the team had engaged in illicit electronic

surveillance to decode opposing pitchers’ signs during the 2017 and 2018 seasons. The scandal

resulted in significant penalties, including suspensions and loss of draft picks, and sparked widespread

debate about the integrity of the Astros’ achievements.

While the scandal cast a shadow over their accomplishments, it also initiated a broader conversation

about technology and ethics in baseball. The Astros organization took steps to address the issue

publicly, but the episode remains a defining, if contentious, aspect of their recent playoff history.

Houston Astros Playoff Performance Metrics and Comparisons

Analyzing the Astros’ playoff history through statistical lenses offers insight into their performance

trends. The team’s overall postseason win-loss record reflects periods of both dominance and struggle.

For example, during the early 1980s, the Astros had a modest playoff winning percentage, while their

late-2010s playoff runs show marked improvement in clutch hitting and bullpen efficiency.

When compared to other franchises with similar timelines, Houston’s playoff frequency has increased

notably since the mid-2010s. The Astros have averaged multiple postseason appearances per decade

since their founding but transformed into a consistent contender in the last decade. This shift aligns

with modern baseball’s analytical revolution, which Houston embraced earlier than many peers.



Key Players and Their Postseason Contributions

Several Astros players have left indelible marks on the team’s playoff history:

Craig Biggio: Known for his versatility and leadership, Biggio was a cornerstone during the late

1990s and early 2000s playoff runs.

Jeff Bagwell: A powerful hitter and clutch performer, Bagwell’s postseason contributions helped

elevate the team’s competitiveness.

José Altuve: Central to the recent era, Altuve’s hitting prowess and resilience have been critical

in multiple playoff campaigns.

George Springer: Nicknamed “Mr. October” for his postseason heroics, Springer’s performances

were pivotal during Houston’s 2017 championship run.

These players, among others, illustrate the blend of veteran leadership and youthful energy that has

characterized Houston’s playoff teams over time.

Looking Forward: The Astros’ Postseason Prospects

The Houston Astros playoff history is far from static. With a well-established farm system, a

commitment to innovation, and a core group of talented players, Houston continues to position itself as

a perennial postseason contender. While the shadow of past controversies lingers, the organization’s

focus on maintaining competitive integrity and developing future stars suggests a willingness to evolve.

As Major League Baseball continues to change with new rules and shifting competitive dynamics, the



Astros’ ability to adapt will likely define their ongoing playoff trajectory. Their history reveals a franchise

capable of overcoming adversity, leveraging data-driven strategies, and competing at the highest level,

making future postseason chapters worth watching closely.
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are 2022 World Series champions! After falling just short of the ultimate prize in 2021, the Houston
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construction, team relocations; and teams in local and national culture (Fenway Park, Wrigley Field
as local icons, Yankees as a national team). Every essay is signed, and concludes with suggested
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odds makers’ lines in baseball, basketball and football—are graphed in terms of sports metric
candlestick charts and then forecast in terms of adaptive drift modeling. The charts are constructed
to reveal ad hoc forecasting patterns that may contribute to effective forecasting. These patterns are
then included with variables contained in major sports data bases. The augmented data bases then
provide input variables in the drift modeling forecasts.
  houston astros playoff history: Statistical Encyclopedia of North American Professional
Sports K. Michael Gaschnitz, 2008-09-18 This reference work, updated since the 1997 edition,
provides comprehensive information on the major professional leagues in North America--baseball,
basketball, football, hockey and soccer. Arranged chronologically, the entries for each league in
each sport include individual statistical leaders, championship results, major rules changes, winners
of major awards, and hall of fame inductees.
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Phillies have boasted many unforgettable players and achieved a number of notable triumphs. This
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the people and events it recounts are the great outfield of the 1890s, Chuck Klein's slugging feats,
the 1980 World Series, the surprise 1993 pennant win, and the very successful years in Citizens
Bank Park, including the world champions of 2008. An exploration of the Phillies' special
relationship with Philadelphia and numerous historic photographs complete this comprehensive
celebration of the oldest continuous one-name, one-city franchise in professional sports history.
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This brief analyzes each of the Major League Baseball (MLB) franchises in the American League,
their past regular-season and postseason records and financial performances while operating as
competitive, popular, and profitable or unprofitable enterprises. Using sport-specific information and
relevant demographic, economic, and financial data, this brief will highlight when and how well
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terms of wins and losses based on home attendance at their ballparks, market value, and revenue.
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Chicago White Sox and Detroit Tigers in the Central Division, and Oakland Athletics and Los Angeles
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who research the sports industry, college and university professors who teach undergraduate and
graduate students majoring in sports administration, business, economics and management, and
fans of the sport.
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ivy hiding the batted balls of the visiting nine, nature seems to have Wrigley Field and the Cubbies
under its thumb. In this book, John Skipper talks with 35 former Chicago Cubs who relive their
ball-playing days and speculate on the eternally middling and undeniably popular Northsiders. This
troop of now-grizzled bears, including Claude Passeau, Hank Wyse, Alvin Dark, Don Kessinger, Joe
Niekro, Pete LaCock, and slugger Hank Sauer, hold forth on the front office moves, gruelling
day-game scheduling and sometimes agonizing play of one of baseball's oldest, unluckiest and yet
most revered franchises.
  houston astros playoff history: The Major League Baseball Ultimate Book of Records Major
League Baseball, 2013-10-15 Since the first pitch was thrown, MLB has tracked the performance of
every team and player, documented every hit and measured every home run. And while some plays
are part of the everyday game, there are moments in baseball when a player's performance reaches



a new level of greatness and new records are made. The Major League Baseball Ultimate Book of
Records catalogs the game's most remarkable achievements, as well as some of the less traditional
and quirky stats that all play a part in the game. MLB's team of in-house writers, researchers and
historians have scoured the history of the game and written the most accurate, complete and
definitive record of baseball stats and achievements. Major League Baseball Ultimate Book of
Records documents the absolute best of the best and packs each achievement into this lavishly
illustrated book where fans will be treated to never-before-seen photographs of their favourite
players. Double-page spreads will show Henderson racing to second base to claim the stolen base
record, while another full color spread celebrates Bond's crushing hit that set a new threshold for
most home-runs. All the records are here, each with an account of events and spectacular
photographs that make this truly the most spectacular baseball book ever published.
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Shenandoah Valley Chaz Weaver, 2014-05-29 Answers to the questions: Who hit the most
homeruns in a VBL season? What is the highest batting average in VBL history? Has anyone ever
thrown a perfect game? What is the record for strikeouts in a game? When did the VBL begin?
Which team won the most VBL championships? Which team has won the most VBL games? What is
the best (or worst) record in VBL history? Which coach won the most VBL championships? Histories
of All Current and Past Teams All-Time League Records Standings for Every Season Valley Baseball
League Hall of Fame
  houston astros playoff history: From First to Worst Jacob Kanarek, 2024-06-04 The Miracle
Mets of 1969 had great hopes and enormous expectations for the coming decade. Unfortunately,
they would be forced to watch hopes and dreams slowly fade to despair. This book details the Mets'
climb from last place in August of 1973 to within one game of the world championship, followed by
annual struggles and a collapse in 1977. The revised edition expands on the failures of the last two
seasons of the decade, which necessitated the Payson family's decision to sell the beloved franchise.
  houston astros playoff history: Baseball: An Illustrated History , 200?
  houston astros playoff history: The Amazins Triumph Books,, 2014-05-01 To celebrate the
50th anniversary of this beloved franchise, Triumph Books and the New York Post are jointly
publishing The Amazins, a history of the Mets that includes all the highlights, the lowlights, the Hall
of Famers, the underachievers, the great games and the memorable moments, virtually everything,
in fact, from the rich history that makes their fans as passionate about their team as any in baseball.
  houston astros playoff history: Jose Altuve: Baseball Superstar Brian Sandalow,
2019-08-01 Jose Altuve: Baseball Superstar tells the story of a baseball underdog whose small
stature didn't keep him from winning multiple batting titles, the American League MVP Award, and
the World Series with the Houston Astros. Features include a timeline, a glossary, further readings,
websites, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state
standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  houston astros playoff history: The Franchise: Minnesota Twins La Velle E. Neal III,
2024-06-11 In The Franchise: Minnesota Twins, take a more profound and unique journey into the
history of an iconic team. This thoughtful and engaging collection of essays captures the astute fans'
history of the franchise, going beyond well-worn narratives of yesteryear to uncover the
less-discussed moments, decisions, people, and settings that fostered the Twins' one-of-a-kind
identity. Through wheeling and dealing, mythmaking and community building, explore where the
organization has been, how it got to prominence in the modern major league landscape, and how it'll
continue to evolve and stay in contention for generations to come.Twins fans in the know will enjoy
this personal, local, in-depth look at baseball history.
  houston astros playoff history: HOME RUNS Pasquale De Marco, In this comprehensive and
engaging book, we take a deep dive into the world of home runs, exploring their history, science,
and cultural significance. From the early days of baseball to the modern era, we trace the evolution
of the home run and examine the factors that have contributed to its rise to prominence. We profile
the greatest home run hitters of all time, from Babe Ruth to Barry Bonds, and relive some of the



most memorable home runs in baseball history, such as Bobby Thomson's Shot Heard 'Round the
World and Mark McGwire's record-breaking 62nd home run. We also examine the science of home
runs, from the physics of a home run to the impact of the ballpark on a hitter's power. But the home
run is more than just a statistic. It is a symbol of hope and excitement, and it has the power to unite
fans from all walks of life. We explore the impact of home runs on baseball culture, from their role in
popular culture to their impact on the game itself. We also take a look at the future of home runs.
How will the changing landscape of baseball affect the home run? Will we see more home runs in the
future, or will the pendulum swing back towards pitching? With in-depth analysis, compelling
storytelling, and a wealth of fascinating facts and statistics, this book is a must-read for any baseball
fan. Whether you're a casual fan or a die-hard enthusiast, you'll find something to enjoy in this
comprehensive celebration of the home run. If you like this book, write a review!
  houston astros playoff history: The 50 Greatest Players in New York Yankees History
Robert W. Cohen, 2012-03-09 The New York Yankees are Major League Baseball’s most renowned
and successful franchise. Baseball greats such as Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, and Derek Jeter have
all worn the famous navy blue and white pinstripes. The Yankees have won twenty-seven World
Series, and twenty-nine players who spent at least a year with the team have been inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame. With so many Hall of Famers to choose from, selecting the best players in the
history of the franchise might seem impossible; yet, that is exactly what Robert W. Cohen has done.
This book carefully examines the careers of the players who made the greatest impact on the most
successful franchise in the history of professional sports. The ranking was determined based on such
factors as the extent to which each player added to the Yankees legacy, the degree to which he
impacted the fortunes of his team, and the level of dominance he attained while wearing the Yankee
uniform. Features of The 50 Greatest Players in New York Yankees History include Each player’s
notable achievementsRecaps of the player’s most memorable performancesSummaries of each
player’s best seasonQuotes from opposing players and former teammates Yankees fans and baseball
fans in general will find The 50 Greatest Players in New York Yankees History a fascinating
collection of bios, stats, recaps, quotes, and more. And with such iconic figures as Yogi Berra, Lou
Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, Alex Rodriguez, and Andy Pettitte, this book is sure to inspire debate and
controversy among true Yankees fans.
  houston astros playoff history: The Case for Barry Bonds in the Hall of Fame K. P. Wee,
2021-04-05 Barry Bonds is a Hall of Famer. At some point, the best players of their era have to be
enshrined. Period. It’s part of our game’s history. —Trevor Bauer, 2020 National League Cy Young
Award Winner Sportswriter K. P. Wee asks the question that many MLB fans have been
thinking—Should Barry Bonds be in the Baseball Hall of Fame? In his 22 years in the Major Leagues,
Bonds, who played for the Pittsburgh Pirates and the San Francisco Giants, was: - the All-time Home
Run leader with 762 home runs - a seven-time MVP - a 14-time All-Star - an eight-time Gold Glove
winner As the final year to vote this home run king in begins, The Case for Barry Bonds in the
Baseball Hall of Fame looks at his stunning career from all aspects including his personal life as the
son of a baseball legend, as well as never-before told stories of his generosity and mentorship
towards other ballplayers. The book also looks at the stories of his distaste for the sports press, as
well as the role of racism in professional sports, and how this impacted his career. Join sportswriter
K. P. Wee as he shares insights and interviews from baseball insiders, Hall of Fame voters and
baseball legends, as he puts to rest the question “Does Barry Bonds belong in the Baseball Hall of
Fame?”
  houston astros playoff history: So You Think You're a Philadelphia Phillies Fan? Scott
Butler, 2017-06-27 So You Think You’re a Philadelphia Phillies Fan? tests and expands your
knowledge of Phillies baseball. Rather than merely posing questions and providing answers, you’ll
get details behind each—stories that bring to life players and coaches, games and seasons. This book
is divided into multiple parts, with progressively more difficult questions in each new section. Along
the way, you’ll learn more about the great Phillies players and coaches of the past and present, from
Grover Alexander to Robin Roberts, Richie Ashburn, Jim Bunning, Dick Allen, Steve Carlton, Mike



Schmidt, Pete Rose, Garry Maddox, Jamie Moyer, Chase Utley, Jimmy Rollins, Ryan Howard, and so
many more. Some of the many questions that this book answers include: Which former Phil has the
highest WAR in team history? Who holds the longest hitting streak (36 games) in team history?
Which pitcher holds the records for most complete games and hits allowed? In what year were the
team records set for hits, total bases, and runs scored? In what year was the team record set for
home runs allowed? Who was the last Phillies pitcher to win the Cy Young Award? This book makes
the perfect gift for any fan of the Phils!
  houston astros playoff history: The 50 Greatest Players in Philadelphia Phillies History Robert
W. Cohen, 2022-04-01 In The 50 Greatest Players in Philadelphia Phillies History, sports historian
Robert W. Cohen ranks the top 50 players ever to perform for one of Major League Baseball's most
iconic and historic franchises. This work includes quotes from the subjects themselves and former
teammates, photos, recaps of memorable performances, as well as a statistical summary of each
player's career with the Phillies. The team's best are profiled here in what is sure to be a much
discussed book among the Phillies' broad fan base. An added bonus is the honorable mentions, the
next 25 players who have contributed to the Phillies' astounding run as one of America's great sports
teams.
  houston astros playoff history: Official Major League Baseball Fact Book Sporting News,
2005-02
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