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Codex Art History Definition: Exploring the Origins and Significance of Ancient Manuscripts

codex art history definition is a fascinating doorway into understanding the evolution of written and
illustrated documents throughout human history. When we talk about a codex in the context of art history,
we are referring to an ancient manuscript book, typically hand-written and often richly decorated with
illustrations, illuminations, and intricate designs. Unlike scrolls, which were used earlier, codices allowed
for easier access to texts and became the primary medium for transmitting knowledge, culture, and artistic
expression in many civilizations.

Understanding the codex is essential not only for historians and art enthusiasts but also for anyone
interested in how human creativity and communication developed over centuries. In this article, we’ll
dive deep into the codex art history definition, its origins, artistic significance, and how it shaped the world
of manuscripts and bookmaking.

What Is a Codex? The Art History Definition Unpacked

At its core, a codex is a book made up of a number of sheets of paper, vellum, papyrus, or similar materials,
bound together along one edge. This form replaced the scroll in antiquity due to its convenience and
versatility. The term “codex” itself comes from the Latin word meaning “block of wood” or “book.” From
an art history perspective, codices are not just textual artifacts but also visual treasures that showcase the
artistic styles, religious beliefs, and cultural narratives of their time.

The Transition from Scroll to Codex

Before the codex became widespread, scrolls were the dominant form of written communication. Scrolls,
made typically from papyrus or parchment, were long and rolled, making them cumbersome to handle and
search through. The codex format, emerging around the 1st century AD, revolutionized how texts were
stored and read. It allowed readers to flip easily between pages, facilitating better organization and
reference.

For art historians, this change was monumental because codices often featured illuminated letters, margin
illustrations, and miniature paintings that enhanced the reading experience. The codex became a canvas for
artists and scribes alike, blending literary content with exquisite visual artistry.



The Artistic Significance of Codices in History

Codices are invaluable for art history due to their role in preserving the aesthetics and iconography of
various cultures. They provide a vivid glimpse into the artistic techniques, religious symbolism, and
narrative styles of ancient and medieval societies.

Illuminated Manuscripts: The Jewel of Codex Art

One of the most celebrated aspects of codex art history definition is the illuminated manuscript. These are
codices where text is supplemented by the addition of decorative borders, initials, and miniature
illustrations painted with vibrant colors and often embellished with gold or silver leaf. The result is a
sumptuous, visual feast that reflects the skill and devotion of the artists and scribes.

Illumination was particularly prominent in medieval Europe, where monasteries became centers of
manuscript production. These illuminated codices were not only religious texts but also status symbols,
commissioned by wealthy patrons or created for royal courts.

Codices Beyond Europe: Mesoamerican and Other Traditions

While much of the focus on codices tends to be Eurocentric, many other cultures developed their own
codex traditions. For example, the Maya and Aztec civilizations in Mesoamerica produced codices that
combined pictographic writing with vibrant imagery to document history, mythology, and rituals. These
codices, made of bark paper or deer skin, were equally important artistic and cultural artifacts.

Similarly, in the Islamic world, codices featured exquisite calligraphy and geometric patterns that reflected
the region’s artistic values and religious principles. The diversity of codex art across the globe highlights
the universal human desire to blend text and image creatively.

Materials and Techniques Used in Codex Creation

Understanding the materials and methods behind codex production adds another layer of appreciation to
their art historical value. Codices were painstakingly crafted using a variety of resources, each contributing
to their durability and beauty.



Parchment and Vellum

Most medieval European codices were written on parchment or vellum, which are specially prepared
animal skins. These materials provided a smooth, durable surface ideal for both writing and painting. The
preparation process itself was labor-intensive, involving cleaning, stretching, and scraping the skins to
achieve the perfect texture.

Inks and Pigments

The inks used in codices often came from natural sources like soot, gall nuts, and minerals. The pigments
for illuminations were painstakingly prepared from ground gemstones, plants, and insects, resulting in
vibrant hues that have lasted centuries. Gold leaf was applied through intricate techniques, reflecting light
and adding a divine quality to religious texts.

The Role of Codices in Preserving Cultural Heritage

Codices serve as essential repositories of knowledge, culture, and artistic heritage. They provide scholars
with direct access to ancient languages, philosophies, and artistic traditions that might otherwise have been
lost.

Decoding Historical Narratives Through Codices

Many codices contain not just religious texts but also historical accounts, medical treatises, and scientific
observations. For historians and art historians, these manuscripts are primary sources that reveal the
worldview and intellectual pursuits of their creators. The visual elements of codices often complement or
elaborate on the text, offering a richer understanding of the era.

Challenges in Preservation and Interpretation

Despite their importance, codices are fragile and susceptible to damage from time, environmental factors,
and human handling. Preserving these manuscripts requires specialized conservation techniques, and
interpreting their complex imagery and scripts often demands interdisciplinary expertise in linguistics, art
history, and anthropology.



Modern Appreciation and Digital Revival of Codex Art

In today’s digital age, the codex might seem like a relic of the past, yet its influence remains strong.
Modern scholars and artists alike draw inspiration from the codex tradition, and digital technology has
opened new avenues for preservation and accessibility.

Digitization Projects and Online Archives

Many institutions worldwide are digitizing their codex collections, allowing a global audience to explore
these masterpieces without risking physical damage. These digital archives often include high-resolution
images, detailed descriptions, and interactive features that bring codex art to life for contemporary viewers.

Contemporary Artists Inspired by Codex Aesthetics

The intricate designs and storytelling techniques of codices continue to inspire modern artists, graphic
designers, and illustrators. Elements such as illuminated lettering, miniature scenes, and symbolic motifs
find new expressions in various media, bridging the ancient and the modern.

Exploring codex art history definition reveals a rich tapestry of human creativity and cultural exchange.
These manuscripts stand as enduring testaments to our collective desire to document, embellish, and share
knowledge through the harmonious union of text and image. Whether viewed through the lens of art
history, anthropology, or literature, codices remain captivating artifacts that connect us to the past while
inspiring future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'codex' in art history?
In art history, a 'codex' refers to an ancient manuscript in book form, typically made of pages bound
together, often containing handwritten texts and illustrations.

How does a codex differ from a scroll in historical art contexts?
A codex is a bound book with separate pages, while a scroll is a continuous roll of material. Codices allowed
for easier reading and preservation of texts and images compared to scrolls.



Why are codices important in the study of art history?
Codices are vital because they preserve early texts, illustrations, and cultural information, offering insights
into the artistic styles, religious beliefs, and societal values of past civilizations.

Which cultures are known for creating notable codices in art history?
Mesoamerican cultures such as the Aztecs and Maya are well-known for their richly illustrated codices, as
are medieval European societies that produced illuminated manuscripts.

What materials were commonly used to create codices in art history?
Codices were commonly made using materials like parchment or vellum (prepared animal skins), and later
paper, with inks and pigments used for writing and illustrations.

Additional Resources
Codex Art History Definition: Exploring the Legacy and Significance of Illuminated Manuscripts

codex art history definition encompasses the study and interpretation of ancient manuscript books,
particularly those crafted by hand before the invention of printing technology. These codices are not only
textual records but also artistic masterpieces, embodying a fusion of literature, visual art, and cultural
heritage. In the realm of art history, codices represent a unique genre where calligraphy, illustration, and
material craftsmanship converge, offering invaluable insights into historical contexts, religious beliefs, and
aesthetic values of past civilizations.

The term "codex" originates from the Latin word for "block of wood," which evolved to signify a bound
book made of pages, contrasting with scrolls that preceded them. From the early Christian Gospels to pre-
Columbian Mesoamerican manuscripts, codices have served as vehicles of knowledge transmission and
artistic expression. The codex art history definition thus entails understanding these artifacts beyond their
textual content, emphasizing their role as visual documents and cultural symbols.

The Historical Evolution of Codex Art

The codex format revolutionized the way information was recorded and disseminated in antiquity and the
Middle Ages. Unlike scrolls, the codex allowed for easier access to specific passages and facilitated the
inclusion of extensive illustrations and marginalia. This innovation paved the way for richly decorated
illuminated manuscripts, particularly in medieval Europe, where monastic scribes meticulously copied
religious texts adorned with gold leaf, vibrant pigments, and intricate motifs.



Illuminated codices often feature historiated initials, elaborate borders, and miniature paintings that
illustrate biblical scenes, saints’ lives, or allegorical subjects. These artistic elements transformed codices into
sacred objects and status symbols, reflecting the patron’s wealth and devotion. Furthermore, the codex art
history definition encompasses the study of stylistic variations across regions and time periods, such as the
Byzantine, Carolingian, Ottonian, and Gothic manuscript traditions.

Codices Beyond Europe: Mesoamerican and Other Global Traditions

While European illuminated manuscripts have dominated art historical narratives, codices from other
cultures offer equally rich artistic legacies. Pre-Columbian Mesoamerican codices, for example, illustrate
complex calendrical systems, mythology, and ritual practices of civilizations like the Maya and Aztec. These
codices differ markedly in format and iconography from their European counterparts, often painted on bark
paper or animal hide with vivid natural pigments.

The codex art history definition must therefore be inclusive of these diverse traditions, recognizing the
codex as a cross-cultural phenomenon. The preservation and study of these manuscripts are crucial for
understanding indigenous knowledge systems and artistic conventions that predate European contact.
Additionally, the challenges of interpreting these codices, due to lost languages or damaged materials, make
their study a dynamic field combining art history, archaeology, and ethnography.

Artistic Features and Techniques in Codex Production

Codex art is distinguished by various technical and aesthetic characteristics that reflect the materials and
tools employed by artists and scribes. Parchment or vellum, derived from animal skins, was the primary
substrate, prized for its durability and smooth surface. The preparation of these materials required skilled
craftsmanship, influencing the codex's longevity and visual quality.

Pigments used in codex illumination ranged from natural minerals to organic dyes, often combined with
gold or silver leaf to achieve luminosity. The binding methods, including wooden boards covered with
leather, also contributed to the codex’s physical and symbolic value. Calligraphy styles, such as uncial,
minuscule, and Gothic scripts, reveal evolving preferences in legibility and ornamentation.

The integration of text and image within a codex follows a deliberate compositional logic, balancing
readability with artistic flourish. Marginalia, or notes and drawings in the margins, sometimes provide
commentary or playful elements, offering insight into the intellectual environment of the manuscript’s
creators and users.



The Role of Patronage and Workshop Practices

Many codices were commissioned by religious institutions, royalty, or wealthy individuals, whose tastes
and intentions shaped the artistic direction of the manuscripts. Workshops, often attached to monasteries or
urban centers, functioned as collaborative spaces where scribes, illuminators, and bookbinders specialized in
different aspects of production.

The codex art history definition includes understanding these socio-economic frameworks, which
influenced the scale, style, and thematic content of the codices. For example, the lavish Book of Kells
reflects both monastic dedication and the desire to impress ecclesiastical authorities with artistic splendor.
Conversely, more modest codices served practical liturgical or educational purposes, demonstrating the
range within codex art.

Preservation Challenges and Modern Scholarship

The study of codices is complicated by the fragility of their materials and the historical vicissitudes that
have led to their dispersal or destruction. Many manuscripts survive in fragmented or altered forms,
requiring conservation efforts and digital technologies to reconstruct and analyze their original appearance.

Contemporary art historians employ interdisciplinary approaches, combining codicology, paleography,
chemistry, and digital imaging to unlock information hidden beneath layers of damage or previous
restorations. The digitization of codices has also democratized access, allowing broader audiences to engage
with these masterpieces and fostering new research avenues.

Moreover, the codex art history definition has expanded in recent decades to incorporate critical
perspectives on cultural appropriation, colonial histories, and the ethical dimensions of manuscript collection
and display, especially regarding indigenous codices.

Comparative Analysis: Codices vs. Printed Books

The transition from manuscript codices to printed books marked a pivotal moment in the history of art and
communication. While printing democratized access to texts, the handcrafted aesthetic and individualized
nature of codices imbue them with a distinct artistic value.

Printed books, although capable of reproducing illustrations, often lack the tactile and visual uniqueness of
illuminated codices. This contrast highlights the codex’s dual role as both a functional object and a work of
art, offering insights into the interplay between technology, artistry, and cultural transmission.



Pros of Codex Art: Unique craftsmanship, rich visual symbolism, cultural significance

Cons of Codex Art: Fragility, labor-intensive production, limited accessibility historically

The enduring interest in codex art within scholarly and collector communities underscores its irreplaceable
position in art history.

As the investigation into the codex art history definition deepens, these manuscripts continue to inspire
contemporary artists and historians alike, bridging past and present through their intricate interplay of text
and image. The codex remains a testament to human creativity and the enduring power of the book as an
artistic medium.

Codex Art History Definition

Find other PDF articles:
https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-109/Book?dataid=RBw31-6268&title=niv-zondervan-
study-bible.pdf

  codex art history definition: The Handy Art History Answer Book Madelynn Dickerson,
2013-06-01 The Art of Discovery. The Discovery of Art. The History of Art! Warhol, Michelangelo,
and da Vinci. Picasso, Monet, and Rembrandt, Ai WeiWei and Jenny Holzer. What were they thinking
when they created their masterworks? While we can't always know an artist's exact thoughts, The
Handy Art History Answer Book examines their benefactors, their wealth or poverty, their passions,
the politics, and the world events that inspired and influenced them. Explore their techniques and
materials, the forms, colors and styles, the movements and schools of thoughts, and discover the
varied forms and nature of artistic expression. Tracing art history from cave paintings to
contemporary installations, along with Romanticism, Impressionism and the numerous “isms”
in-between, The Handy Art History Answer Book guides you through the major art movements,
artists, and important art pieces from 35,000 B.C.E. to today. This fascinating book provides an
overview of art from its history and basic principles to its evolution, philosophy, and the masters who
created groundbreaking works that changed its course forever. Accessible and entertaining, this
captivating book answers over 600 questions, such as ... What is beauty? What tools did Paleolithic
artists use? Why do Egyptian figures have two left feet? What is the difference between weaving and
tapestry? What happened to the Venus de Milo's arms? Why is Emperor Comoodus dressed as
Hercules? What are the Classical Greek Orders of Architecture? What do the Yoruba consider
beautiful? What was the first Gothic cathedral? How was single-point perspective invented? What
makes the Mona Lisa such a great work of art? What is the difference between Art Nouveau and Art
Deco? What is a Zen garden? Why wasn’t photography considered art in the 19th century? How did
Cezanne “astonish Paris with apples”? Why did Jackson Pollock splatter paint all over his canvases?
Why do Jeff Koons’ balloon animals sell for millions of dollars? Who is Ai Weiwei? The Handy Art
History Answer Book covers not only paintings, but every medium imaginable, including sculpture,
architecture, pottery, photography, installation art, and even video games. The concise and clearly
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written text is enhanced by nearly 150 color images illustrating artistic concepts and highlighting
important and memorable artworks. Its helpful bibliography and extensive index add to its
usefulness.
  codex art history definition: The Art and Architecture of Ancient America George Kubler,
1993-01-01 Offers a survey of the paintings and architecture of the Mexican, Mayan, and Andean
peoples
  codex art history definition: California Studies in the History of Art [Anonymus AC00044583],
19??
  codex art history definition: Cycles of Time and Meaning in the Mexican Books of Fate
Elizabeth Hill Boone, 2007-02-01 In communities throughout precontact Mesoamerica, calendar
priests and diviners relied on pictographic almanacs to predict the fate of newborns, to guide people
in choosing marriage partners and auspicious wedding dates, to know when to plant and harvest
crops, and to be successful in many of life's activities. As the Spanish colonized Mesoamerica in the
sixteenth century, they made a determined effort to destroy these books, in which the Aztec and
neighboring peoples recorded their understanding of the invisible world of the sacred calendar and
the cosmic forces and supernaturals that adhered to time. Today, only a few of these divinatory
codices survive. Visually complex, esoteric, and strikingly beautiful, painted books such as the
famous Codex Borgia and Codex Borbonicus still serve as portals into the ancient Mexican
calendrical systems and the cycles of time and meaning they encode. In this comprehensive study,
Elizabeth Hill Boone analyzes the entire extant corpus of Mexican divinatory codices and offers a
masterful explanation of the genre as a whole. She introduces the sacred, divinatory calendar and
the calendar priests and diviners who owned and used the books. Boone then explains the graphic
vocabulary of the calendar and its prophetic forces and describes the organizing principles that
structure the codices. She shows how they form almanacs that either offer general purpose guidance
or focus topically on specific aspects of life, such as birth, marriage, agriculture and rain, travel, and
the forces of the planet Venus. Boone also tackles two major areas of controversy—the great
narrative passage in the Codex Borgia, which she freshly interprets as a cosmic narrative of
creation, and the disputed origins of the codices, which, she argues, grew out of a single religious
and divinatory system.
  codex art history definition: Visual Culture of the Ancient Americas Esther Pasztory,
2017-01-26 In the past fifty years, the study of indigenous and pre-Columbian art has evolved from a
groundbreaking area of inquiry in the mid-1960s to an established field of research. This period also
spans the career of art historian Esther Pasztory. Few scholars have made such a broad and lasting
impact as Pasztory, both in terms of our understanding of specific facets of ancient American art as
well as in our appreciation of the evolving analytical tendencies related to the broader field of study
as it developed and matured. The essays collected in this volume reflect scholarly rigor and new
perspectives on ancient American art and are contributed by many of Pasztory’s former students and
colleagues. A testament to the sheer breadth of Pasztory's accomplishments, Visual Culture of the
Ancient Americas covers a wide range of topics, from Aztec picture-writing to nineteenth-century
European scientific illustration of Andean sites in Peru. The essays, written by both established and
rising scholars from across the field, focus on three areas: the ancient Andes, including its
representation by European explorers and scholars of the nineteenth century; Classic period
Mesoamerica and its uses within the cultural heritage debate of the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries; and Postclassic Mesoamerica, particularly the deeper and heretofore often hidden
meanings of its cultural production. Figures, maps, and color plates demonstrate the vibrancy and
continued allure of indigenous artworks from the ancient Americas. “Pre-Columbian art can give
more,” Pasztory declares, and the scholars featured here make a compelling case for its
incorporation into art theory as a whole. The result is a collection of essays that celebrates
Pasztory’s central role in the development of the field of Ancient American visual studies, even as it
looks toward the future of the discipline.
  codex art history definition: Charting the Afrofuturist Imaginary in African American



Art Elizabeth Carmel Hamilton, 2022-08-12 This book examines Afrofuturism in African American
art, focusing specifically on images of black women and how those images expand the discourse of
representation in visual culture of the United States. This volume defines a visual language of
Afrofuturism that includes materiality, temporality, and black liberation. Elizabeth Hamilton
discusses the visual progenitors of Afrofuturism. In the artworks of Pierre Bennu, Sanford Biggers,
Alison Saar, Mequitta Ahuja, Robert Pruitt, Renee Cox, Dawolu Jabari Anderson, Alma Thomas, and
Harriet Powers, the fantastic narratives of Afrofuturism are uncovered through in-depth case
studies. These case studies engage with Afrofuturism as a black feminist visual theory that helps to
unburden the images of black women from the stereotypical visual scripts that are so common in
contemporary visual culture of the United States. The book will be of interest to scholars working in
art history, visual studies, American literature, gender studies, popular culture, and African
American studies.
  codex art history definition: Making Copies in Early Modern Times Maddalena Bellavitis,
2025-10-20 This book explores new approaches to the study of the complex relation between models
and copies. Excellent studies dedicated to copies continue to be published, focusing mainly on works
of art and techniques, but the research should be extended in directions that have remained virtually
unexplored until now, considering new perspectives and contexts. This volume intends to push the
boundaries of current research on copies, proposing new points of view and considering new
relations between models and their reproductions. Contributors include: R. Arnheim, E.
Vandeweghe, F. Gallaire, B. Leshem, C. Naya, P. Alvarez, S. Suykens, S. Rose, D. Boerio, M. Rijks,
M. Bellavitis, B. Anderson, Guthrie, E. Giffin, and S. Abplanalp.
  codex art history definition: Anthropomorphic Imagery in the Mesoamerican Highlands
Brigitte Faugère, Christopher Beekman, 2020-02-15 In Anthropomorphic Imagery in the
Mesoamerican Highlands, Latin American, North American, and European researchers explore the
meanings and functions of two- and three-dimensional human representations in the Precolumbian
communities of the Mexican highlands. Reading these anthropomorphic representations from an
ontological perspective, the contributors demonstrate the rich potential of anthropomorphic imagery
to elucidate personhood, conceptions of the body, and the relationship of human beings to other
entities, nature, and the cosmos. Using case studies covering a broad span of highlands
prehistory—Classic Teotihuacan divine iconography, ceramic figures in Late Formative West Mexico,
Epiclassic Puebla-Tlaxcala costumed figurines, earth sculptures in Prehispanic Oaxaca, Early
Postclassic Tula symbolic burials, Late Postclassic representations of Aztec Kings, and
more—contributors examine both Mesoamerican representations of the body in changing social,
political, and economic conditions and the multivalent emic meanings of these representations. They
explore the technology of artifact production, the body’s place in social structures and rituals, the
language of the body as expressed in postures and gestures, hybrid and transformative combinations
of human and animal bodies, bodily representations of social categories, body modification, and the
significance of portable and fixed representations. Anthropomorphic Imagery in the Mesoamerican
Highlands provides a wide range of insights into Mesoamerican concepts of personhood and identity,
the constitution of the human body, and human relationships with gods and ancestors. It will be of
great value to students and scholars of the archaeology and art history of Mexico. Contributors:
Claire Billard, Danièle Dehouve, Cynthia Kristan-Graham, Melissa Logan, Sylvie Peperstraete,
Patricia Plunket, Mari Carmen Serra Puche, Juliette Testard, Andrew Turner, Gabriela Uruñuela,
Marcus Winter
  codex art history definition: Concise Encyclopedia of Mexico Michael Werner, 2015-05-11
Concise Encyclopedia of Mexico includes approximately 250 articles on the people and topics most
relevant to students seeking information about Mexico. Although the Concise version is a unique
single-volume source of information on the entire sweep of Mexican history-pre-colonial, colonial,
and moderns-it will emphasize events that affecting Mexico today, event students most need to
understand.
  codex art history definition: Res Francesco Pellizzi, 2015-08-03 RES 65/66 includes Francesco



Pellizzi, “Editorial: RES at 35”; Remo Bodei, “A constellation of words”; Mary Weismantel,
“Encounters with dragons”; Z. S. Strother, “A terrifying mimesis”; Wyatt MacGaffey, “Franchising
minkisi in Loango”; Karen Overbey, “Seeing through stone”; Noam Andrews, “The space of
knowledge”; and other papers.
  codex art history definition: Dialogues in Art History, from Mesopotamian to Modern Center
for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts (U.S.), 2009 Proceedings of the symposium Dialogues in art
history organized by the Center for Advanced study in the Visual Arts, National Gallery of Art and
sponsored by the Paul Mellon Fund. The symposium was held April 21-22, 2005, in Washington, D.C.
  codex art history definition: The Art and Iconography of Late Post-Classic Central
Mexico Elizabeth Hill Boone, 1982
  codex art history definition: Medieval Art and Architecture after the Middle Ages Alyce A.
Jordan, Janet T. Marquardt, 2009-01-14 Medieval Art and Architecture after the Middle Ages
explores the endurance of and nostalgia for medieval monuments through their reception in later
periods, specifically illuminating the myriad ways in which tangible and imaginary artifacts of the
Middle Ages have served to articulate contemporary aspirations and anxieties. The essays in this
interdisciplinary collection examine the afterlife of medieval works through their preservation,
restoration, appropriation, and commodification in America, Great Britain, and across Europe from
the sixteenth to the twentieth century. From the evocation of metaphors and tropes, to monumental
projects of restoration and recreation—medieval visual culture has had a tremendous purchase in
the construction of political, religious, and cultural practices of the Modern era. The authors
assembled here engage a diverse spectrum of works, from Irish ruins and a former Florentine prison
to French churches and American department stores, and an equally diverse array of media ranging
from architecture and manuscripts to embroidery, monumental sculpture, and metalwork. With
applications not only to the study of art and architecture, but also encompassing such varied fields
as commerce, city planning, education, literature, collecting and exhibition design, this copiously
illustrated anthology comprises a significant contribution to the study of medieval art and
medievalism.
  codex art history definition: Aztec Imperial Strategies Frances F. Berdan, 1996 Papers from
the 1986 Summer Seminar, Empire, Province, and Village in Aztec History.
  codex art history definition: The Art of Pre-Hispanic Mesoamerica Janet Catherine Berlo,
1985
  codex art history definition: The SAGE Handbook of Web History Niels Brügger, Ian
Milligan, 2018-12-10 The Web has been with us now for almost 25 years. An integral part of our
social, cultural and political lives, ‘new media’ is simply not that new anymore. Despite the rapidly
expanding archives of information at our disposal, and the recent growth of interest in web history
as a field of research, the information available to us still far outstrips our understanding of how to
interpret it. The SAGE Handbook of Web History marks the first comprehensive review of this
subject to date. Its editors emphasise two main different forms of study: the use of the web as an
historical resource, and the web as an object of study in its own right. Bringing together all the
existing knowledge of the field, with an interdisciplinary focus and an international scope, this is an
incomparable resource for researchers and students alike. Part One: The Web and Historiography
Part Two: Theoretical and Methodological Reflections Part Three: Technical and Structural
Dimensions of Web History Part Four: Platforms on the Web Part Five: Web History and Users, some
Case Studies Part Six: The Roads Ahead
  codex art history definition: Tlacuilolli Karl Anton Nowotny, 2005 Appearing for the first
time in English, Karl Anton Nowotny’s Tlacuilolli is a classic work of Mesoamerican scholarship. A
concise analysis of the pre-Columbian Borgia Group of manuscripts, it is the only synthetic
interpretation of divinatory and ritual codices from Mexico. Originally published in German and
unavailable to any but the most determined scholars, Tlacuilolli has nevertheless formed the
foundation for subsequent scholarly works on the codices. Its importance extends beyond the study
of Mexican codices: Nowotny’s sophisticated reading of these manuscripts informs our



understanding of Mesoamerican culture. Of particular importance are Nowotny’s corrections of
errors in fact and interpretation in the Spanish edition of Eduard Seler’s commentary on the Borgia
Group. George A. Everett and Edward B. Sisson have translated Nowotny’s masterwork into English
while maintaining the flavor of the original German edition. To the core text they have added an
extensive bibliography and constructed a framework of annotation that relates the principles in
Tlacuilolli to current research. This edition includes a selection of eleven stunning full-color images
chosen from the original catalog.
  codex art history definition: Encyclopedia of World Art: Supplement: World art in our time ,
1983
  codex art history definition: Wonders of Creation and the Singularities of Painting
Stefano Carboni, 2020-03-31 A beautifully illustrated study of Al-Qazwini's 14th-century illustrated
Arabic copy of a cosmographic encyclopedia entitled The Wonders of Creation and the Oddities of
Existing Things, and the first-ever translations of the text into English.
  codex art history definition: Mesoamerican Manuscripts , 2019-01-28 Mesoamerican
Manuscripts: New Scientific Approaches and Interpretations brings together a wide range of
modern approaches to the study of pre-colonial and early colonial Mesoamerican manuscripts. This
includes innovative studies of materiality through the application of non-invasive spectroscopy and
imaging techniques, as well as new insights into the meaning of these manuscripts and related visual
art, stemming from a post-colonial indigenous perspective. This cross- and interdisciplinary work
shows on the one hand the value of collaboration of specialists in different field, but also the multiple
viewpoints that are possible when these types of complex cultural expressions are approached from
varied cultural and scientific backgrounds. Contributors are: Omar Aguilar Sánchez, Paul van den
Akker, Maria Isabel Álvarez Icaza Longoria, Frances F. Berdan, David Buti, Laura Cartechini, Davide
Domenici, Laura Filloy Nadal, Alessia Frassani, Francesca Gabrieli, Maarten E.R.G.N. Jansen,
Rosemary A. Joyce, Jorge Gómez Tejada, Chiara Grazia, David Howell, Virginia M. Lladó-Buisán,
Leonardo López Luján, Raul Macuil Martínez, Manuel May Castillo, Costanza Miliani, María Olvido
Moreno Guzmán, Gabina Aurora Pérez Jiménez, Araceli Rojas, Aldo Romani, Francesca Rosi, Antonio
Sgamellotti, Ludo Snijders, and Tim Zaman. See inside the book.
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